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THEY who have a relish for the study of the
scriptures, and have access to peruse the following
sheets, will, Iam persuaded, deem themselves much in-
debted to the Reverend Mr. Epwarps of Newhaven
Jor consenting 0 publish them. Though the acute
philosopher and deep divine appears in them, yet they
are in the general better calculated for the<nstruction
and improvement of ordinary Christians, than those of -
President Epw ARDS’s writings, where the abstruse
nature of the subject, or the subtle objections of oppos-
ers of the truth, led him to more abstract and meta-

physical reasonings.  The manuscript being entrusted
20 my care, I have not presumed to make any change

in the sentiments or compasition I have, however,

taken the liberty to reduce it from the form of sermons,

which it originally hore, to that of a continued trea-

tise ; and I have so altered and diversified the marks

of the several divisions and subdivisions, that eack.
¢lass of heads might be easily distinguished.

JOHN ERSKINE,

EDINBURGH, Apfril 29, 1774,






PREFACE

IT has long been desired by the friends of Mr. EpwaAnrDs that
anumber of his manuscripts should be published ; but the
disadvantage under which all posthumous publications must
necessarily appear, and the difficulty of getting any considera-
ble work printed in this infant country hitherto, have proved
sufficient obstacles to the execution of such a proposal. The
first of these obstacles made me doubt, for a considerable time
after these manuscrlpts came into my hauds, whether I could,
consistently with that regard which I owe to the honor of so
worthy a parent, suffer. any of them to appear in the world,,
However, being diffident of my own sentiments, and doubtful
whether I were not over jealous in this matter, I determined
to submit to the opinion of gentlemen, who are friends both
to the character of Mr. Epwarps gnd to the cause of truth,

The consequence was, that they gave their advice for pub-
lishing them.

The other obstacle was removed by a gentleman in the
church of Scotland, who was formally a correspondent of Mr.
Epwarps. He engaged a bookseller to undertake the work,
and also signified his desire that these followmg dxscourses in
particular might be made public.

Mr. Epwarps had planned a body of divinity, in a new
method, and in the form of a history ; in which he was first
to show, how the most remarkable events, in all ages from
the fall to the present times, recorded in sacred and profane’
history, were adapted to promote the work of redemption ; and
then to trace, by the light of scripture prophecy, how the same
work should be’ yet further carried on even totheend of the
world. His heart was so much set on executing this plan,
- that he was considerably averse to accept the presidentship of
Princeton college, lest the duties of that office should put it
out of his power.
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The outlines of that work are now offered to the public,
as contained in a series of serorons, preached at Northampton
in 1739,* without any view to publication. On that account,
the reader cannot reasonably expect all that from them, which
he might justly have expected, had they been written with
such a view, and prepared by the Author’s own hand for the
Press.

As to elegance of composmon, which is now esteemed so
essential to all publications, it is well known, that the Author
did not make that his chief stucfy. However, his other writs
ings, though destitute of the ornaments of fine language, have:
it seems that =olid merit, which has procured both to thems
selves and to him a considérable reputation in the world, and
with many an high esteem. It is hoped that the reader willk
find in these discourses many traces of plin good sense,
sound reasoning, and thorough knowledge of the sacred ora-
cles, and real unfeigned piety ; and that, as the plan is new,
#nd many of the sentiments ancomimon, they may afford ¢i-
tertainment and improvement to the ingenious, the inquisitive,
and the pious reader ; may cenfirm their faith in God’s gove
ernment of the world, in our holy Christian religion in gen-
eral, and in many of its pecullar doctrines ; may assist in
studying with greater pleasure and advantage the historical
and prophetical books of scripture ; and may excite to a con-
versation becoming the gospel.

That this volume may produce these happy effects in all!
who shall peruse it is the hearty desire and prayer of

The reader’s most humble servant,

JONATHAN EDWARDS.
Newhaven, Feb. 35, 1773.

® This is neeessary to be remembered by the resder, in order to understand
tome chronological observations in the following work.
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REDEMPTION.

ISAIAH I. 8

FOR THE MOTH SHALL EAT THEM UP LIKE A GARMENT,
AND THE WORM SHALL EAT THEM LIKE WOOL : BUT MY
RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE FOREVER, AND MY SALVATION
!ROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.

THE design of this chapter is to comfort the church under
her sufferings,andthe persecutions of her enemies ; and the ar-
gument of consolation insisted on, is, the constancy and perpe-
tuity of God’s mercy and faithfulness towards her, which shall
be manifest in continuing to work salvation for her, protecting
her against all assaults of her enemies, and carrying her safely
through all the changes of the world, and finally crowning her
wn.h'vxctory and deliverance.

In the text, this happiness of the church of God is set forth
by comparing it with the contrary fate of her enemies that op-.
press her. And therein we may observe,

1. How short lived the power and prosperity of the church’s
enemies is : Zhe moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the
worm shall eat them like wool; i.e.however great their prosperi-,
ty is, and however great their present glory, they shall by de-
grees consume and vanish away by a secret curse of God, till
they come to nothing ; and all their power and glory, and so
their persecutions, eternally cease, and they be finally and irre-
coverably ruined : As the finestand most glorious apparel will in

B :
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time wear away, and be consumed by moths and rottenness,
‘We learn who these are that shall thus consume away, by the
foregoing verse,viz.those that are the enemies of God’s peeple :
Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the freofile in whose
heart is my law, fear ye not the refiroach of men, neither be ye
afraid of their revilings.

2. The contrary happy lot and portion of God’s church, ex-
pressed inthese words, My righteousness shall be for ever,and my
salvation from generationso generation. Whoare meant as those
that shall have the benefit of this, we also learn by the precede
ing verse, viz. ‘They that know righteousness, and the people in
awhose heart is God’s law ; or, in one word, the church of God.
And concerning this happiness of thejrs here spoken of, we
may observe two things, viz, 1. Wherein it consists; 2, Its
continuance.

(1) Wherein it consists, viz. In God’s rightecusness and
salvation toward them. By God’s righteousness here, is
meant his faithfulness in fulfilling his covenant promises to his
church, or his faithfulness towards his church and people,
in bestowing the benefits of the covenant of grace upon
them ; which benefits, though they are bestowed of free
and sovereign grace, as being altogether undeserved ; yet
as God -has been pleased, by the promises of the covenant
of grace, to bind himself to bestow them, so they are be-
stowed in the exercise of God’s righteousness or justice.
And therefore the apostle says, Heb. vi. 10. God is not unright-
eous, to forget your work and labor of love. And so 1 Johni. 9.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful, and just to forgive us our:
eins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. So the word
righteousness is very often used in scripture for God’s cove-
nant faithfulness ; so it is used in Nehem. ix. 8. Thou hast
performed thy words, for thou art righteous. So we are often te
understand righteousness and covenant mercy for the same
thing ; as Psal. xxiv. 5. He shall receive the blessing from the
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. Psal.
xxxvi. 10. Continue thy loving kindness to them that know thee,
and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. And Psal. li. 14.
Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, thou Gad of my salva-
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%on ; and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. Dan.
ix. 16, O Lord, according to thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let
thine anger and thy fury be turned away.—And so in innumera-
ble other places.

The other word here used is safvation. Of these two, God’s
righteousness and his salvation, the one is the cause, of which
the otheris the effect. God’s righteousness, or covenant mer-
cy, is the root of which his salvation'is the fruit. Both of them
relate to the covenant of grace. The one is God’s covenant
mercy and faithfulness, the other intends that work of God by
which this covenant mercy is accomplished in the fruits of it.
For salvation is the sum of all those works of God by which the
benefits that are by the covenant of grace are procured and be-

_stowed.

(2) We may observe its continuance, signified here by two
expressions ; for ever, and from generation to generation. The
latter seems to be explanatory of the former. The phrase for
cver, is variously used in scripture. Sometimes thereby is
meant as long as a man lives. So it is said, the servant that
has his ear bored thrdugh with an awl to the door of his mas.
ter, should be his for ever. Sometimes thereby is meant dur-
ing the continuance of the Jewish state. . So of many of the
ceremonial and Levitical laws it is said, that they should be
statutes for ever. Sometimes it means as long as the world
shall stand, or to the end of the generations of men. So it is
said, Eccles. i. 4. % One generation passeth away, and anoth-
er cometh ; but the earth abideth for ever.” Sometimes
thereby is meant to all eternity. So it is said, « God is bless-
ed for ever,” Rom, i. 25. And so it is said, John vi. 51. « If
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever.”......And
which of these senses is here to be understood, the next words
determing, viz. to the end of the world, or to the end of the
generations of men, It is said in the next words, « and my
salvation from generation to generation.”” Indeed the fruits of
God’s salvation shall remain after the end of the world, as ap-
pears by the 6th verse : « Lift up your eyes to the hegvens,
and look upon the earth beneath: For the heavens shall vanish
away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment,
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and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner, éuz my sal-
vation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abol-
ished”” But the work of salvation itself toward the church
shall continue to be wrought till then: Till the end of the
world God will go on to accomplish deliverance and salvation
for the church, from all her enemies; for that is what the
prophet is here speaking of ; till the end of the werld; till her
enemies cease to be, as to any power to molest the church.
And this expression, from generation to generation, may deter-
mine us as to the time which God continues to carry on the
work of salvation for his church, both with respect to the be-
ginning and end. Itis from generation to generation, i. e.
throughout all generations; beginning with the generations of
men on the earth, and not ending till these generations end, at
the end of the world......And therefore we deduce from these
words this

DOCTRINE.

The Work of RepeMrTIon Is a work that GOD
carries on from the fall of man to the end of the
world.

THE generations of mankind on the earth did not begin till
after the fall. The beginning of the posterity of our first par-
ents was after the fall ; for all their posterity, by ordinary-
generation, are partakers of the fall, and of the corruption of
nature that followed from it ; and these generations, by which
the human race is propagated, shall continue to the end of the
world : So these two are the limits of the generations of men
on the earth ; the fall of man, the beginning; and the end
of the world, or the day of judgment, the end. The%ame are
the limits of the work of redemption as to those progressive
works of God, by which that redemption is brought about and
accomplished, though not as to the fruits of it; for they, as
was said before, shall be to all eternity. g

* The work of redemption and the work of salvatlon are the
same thing. What is sometimes in scripture calléd God’s



WORK' OF REDEMPTION. 13

saving his people,isin other places called his redeeming them.
So Christ is called both the Saviour and the Redeemer of his

people.

Berore entering on the proposed History of the Work of
Redemption, I would,

1. Explain the terms made use of in the doctrine ;...and,

2. Show what those things are that are designed to be ac-
complished by this great work of God.

- First, I would show in what sense the terms of the doctrine
are -used......And, 1. I would show how I would be understood
when I use the word redemfition ;...and, 2. how 1 would be un-

- derstood when I say, this work is a work of God carried on
from the fall of man to the end of the world.

I. I would show how I wou_ld;be understood when I use the
word redempition......And here it may be observed, that the
work of redemption is sometimes understood in a more limit-
ed sense, for the purchase of salvation ; for so the word strict-
ly signifies, a purchase of deliverance; and if we take tho'
word in this restrained sense, the work of redemption was not
so long in doing. But it was begun and finished with Christ’s
humiliation. It was all wrought while Christ was upon earth.
It was begun with Christ’s incarnation, and carried on through
Christ’s life, and finished with his death, or the time of hisre-
maining under the power of death, which ended in his resur-

‘rection : And.so we say, that the day of Christ’s resurrection is
the day when Christ finished the work of redemption, i. e.
then the purchase was finished, and the work itself, and all
that appertained to it, was vir‘ually done and finished, but not
actually.

But then sometimes the work of redemption is taken more
largely, Including all that God works or accomplishes tending
to this end ; not only the purchasing of redemption, but alse
all God’s works that were properly preparatory to the pur-
chase, or as applying the purchase and accomplishing the suc-
cess of it ; so that the whole dispensation, as it includes the
preparation and the purchase, and the application and success
«of Christ’s redemption, is herescalled the work of redemfition..
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‘All that Christ does in this great affair as mediator, in my of
his offices, either of prophet, priest, or king ; either when he
was in this world, in his human nature, or before, or since 3 H
and not only what Christ the mediator has done, but also what
the Father, or the Holy Ghost, have done, as united or con-
federated in this design of redeeming sinful men ; or, in one
word, all that is wrought in execution of the eternal covenant
of redemption ; this is what I call the work of redemption in
-the doctrine ; for it is all but one work, one design. The va-
rious dispensations or works that belong to it, are but the sev-
eral parts of one scheme. It is but one design that is formed
to which all the offices of Christ do directly tend, and in which
all the persons of the Trinity do conspire, and all the various
dispensations that belong to it are united ; and the several
wheels are one machine, to answer one end, and produce one '
effect.

1I. When I say, this work is carried on from the. fall of
‘man to the end of the world ; in order to the full understand-
ing of my meaning in it, I would desire two or three thmgs to
be observed. '

1. That it is net meant, that nothing was done in order to it
before the fall of man. There were many things done in or-
der to this work of redemption before that. Some.things were
done before the warld was created, yea from all eternity. The
persons of the Trinity were as it were confederated in a de-
sign and a covenant of redemption ; in which covenant the
Father had appointed the Son, and the Sen had undertaken the
work ; and all things to be accomplished in the work were
stipulated and agreed. And besides these, there were things
done at the creation of the world, in order to that work, before
man fell ; for the world itself seems to have been created in
order to it. The work of creation was in order to God’s
works of providence : So that if it be inquired, which of these
kinds of works is the greatest, the works of creation or the
works of providence ? I answer, the ‘works of providence ; be-
cause God’s works of providence are the end of his works of
creation, as the building an house, or the forming an engine or
machine, is for its use. But God’s main work of providence

~
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1s this great work of God that the doctrine speaks of, as may
more fully appear hereafter. ,

The creation of heaven was in order to the work of redemp-
tion : It was to be an habitation for the redeemed : Matth. xxv.
34. « Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.” Even the angels
were created to be employed in this work. And therefore the
apostle calls them, « ministering stirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation,” Heb. i. 14. Asto
this lower world, it was doubtless created to be a stage upon
which this great and wonderful work of redemption should be
‘transacted : And therefore, as might be shown, in many res-
pects, this lower world is wisely fitted, in the formation, for
such a state of man as he is in since the fall, under a possibility
of redemption ; so that when it is said that the work of re~
demption is Carried on from the fall of man, to the end of the
world, it is not meant that all that ever was done ‘in order to
redemption has been done since the fall. Nor,

2. Is‘it meant that there will be no remaining fruits of this
avork after the -end of the world. The greatest fruits of all
will be afterthat. That glory and blessedness that will be the
sum of all the fruits, will remain to.all the saints after that....
The work of redemption is not an eternal work, . e.itisnota
‘work always a doing and never accomplished. But the fruits
of this work are eternal fruits. The work has an issue. But
in the issue the end will be obtained ; which end will never
have anend. As those things that were in.order to this work
before the beginning of the world, as God’s electing -love, and
the covenant.of redemption, never had a beginnipg ; so the
fruits of this work, that shall be after the end of the world,
never will have anend. And therefore,

3. When it is said in the doctrine, that this is a work that
God is carrying on from thefall of man to the end of the world,
what I mean is, that those things that belong to this work it-
self, and are parts of this scheme, are all this while accomplish-
ing. There are things that are in order to it that are before
she beginning of it, and fruits of it that are after it is finished,
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But the work itself is so long a doing, even from the fall of
man to the end of the world, it is all this while a carrying on.
It was begun immediately upon the fall, and will continue to
the end of the world, and then will be finished. The various
dispensations of God that are in this space, do belong to the
same work, and to the same design, and have all one issue ;
and therefore are all to be reckoned but as several parts of
one work, as it were several successive motions of one ma-
chine, to bring about in the conclusion one great event.

And here also we must distinguish between the parts of re-

demption itself, and the parts of the work' by which that re-
demption is wrought out. There is a difference between the
parts of the benefits procured and bestowed, and the parts of
the work of God by which those benefits were procured and
bestowed. As, for example, there is a difference between
the parts of the benefit that the.children of Israel received,
consisting in their redemption out ef Egypt, and the parts
of that work of God by which this was wrought. The
redemption of the children of Israel out of Egypt, con-
sidered as the benefit which they enjoyed, consisted of
two parts, viz. their deliverance from their former Egyp-
‘tian bondage and misery, and their being brought into a
more happy state, as the servants of God, and heirs of Canaan.
But there are many more things which are parts of that work
of God which is called his work of redemption of Israel out of
Egypt. To this belong his calling of Moses, his sending
him to Pharoah, and all the signs and wenders he wrought in
Egypt, and his bringing such terrible judgments on the
Egyptians, and many other things.

It is this work by which God effects redemption that we
are speaking of. ‘This work is carried on from the fall of man
to the end of the world ; and it is so in two respects.

(1) With respect to the effect wrought on the souls of the
redeemed ; which is common to all ages from the fall of man
to the end of the world. This effect that I here speak of, is
the application of redemption with respect to the souls of par-
ticular persons, in converting, justifying, sanctifying, and glo-
rifying of them. By these things the souls of particular per-
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#4608 afe actually redeemed, and do receive the bsnefit of the
Work of redemption in its effect in their souls. And in this
sense the work of redemption is carried on in ail ages of the
world, from thie fall of men to the end of the world. The
work of God in convertmg souls, opening blind eyes, unstop-
ping deaf ears, raising dead souls te life, and rescuing the mis+
erable captivated sotls ottt of the hands of Satan; was begua
soon after the fall of man, has been carried on in the world
&ver since to this day,and will be to the end of the world:
-God has always, ever sincé the first srecting of the church of
the redeted after the fall, had such a church in the world,
Though oftentimes it has been reduced to a very narrow coms
pass, and to low circumistances; yet it has never wholly
fuiled.
.. And as God carries oh the work of eunvening thé eouls of
fallen men through all these ages, so he goes on to justifyp
them, to blot out all their sins, and to accept them as righteous
in his sight, through the rightecusnese of Christ, and adops
and receive theih from being the children of Satan, to be his
bwn children ;. so also he gocs on to sanctify, or to carry on
the work of his grace, which he has begun in them, and to
comfort them with the consolations of his spirit; and to glorify
them, to bestow upon them; when their bodies die, that eternal
glory which is the fruit of the purchase ef Christ. What is
said, Rom. viii: 30. « Whom he did predestinate, them he
« glso called 5 and whom he called, them he also justified ;
« and whom he justified, them he aloo glorified :”* I say this
is applicable to all ages, from the fall, to the end of the world,

The way that the work of redemption, with respect to these
effects of it on the souls of the redeemed, is carried on from
the fall to the énd of thé world, is by repeating and continually
working the same work over again, though in different pers
sons, from age to age: But,

(2) The work of redemption with respect to the grand de-
sign in general, as it respects the universal subject and end,
fs carried on from the fafl of nran to the end of the world in
a different manner, not merely by repeating or renewing the
same effect in the different subjects of it; but by many suce
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eessive works and dispensations of God, all tending to orié
great end and effect;all united as the several parts of a scheme,
and all together making up one great work. Like an house
or temple that is building ; first, the workmen are sent forthy
then the materials are gathered, then the ground fitted, then
the foundation is laid, then the superstructure is erected, one
part after another, till at length the top stone is laid, and all is
finished. Now the work of redemption in that large sense .
that has been explainedy may be compared to such a build-
ing, t that is carrying on from the fall of man to the end of the
world. God went about it immediately after the fall of man.
Some things were done towards it immediately, as may be

~ shown hereafter ; and so God has proceeded, as it were, get-
ting materials and bmldmg, ever since ; and so will proceed
to the end of the world ; and then the time will come when
the top stone shall be brought forth, and all will appear com-
plete and consummate. The glorious structure will them
stand forth in its proper perfectton

This work is ¢arried on in the former respect that has been
mentioned, viz. as to the effect on the souls of partxcular per- -
eons that are redeemed, by its being an effect that is common
toall ages. The work is carried on in this latter respect, viz.
as it respects the church of God, and the grand design in gen-
‘eral, it is carried on, not only by that which is common to all
ages, but by successive works wrought in different ages, all :
parts of one whole, or one great scheme, whereby one work
is brought about by various steps, one step in one age, and
another in another. It is this carrymg on of the work of re-
demption that I shall chiefly insist upon, though not exclud-
ing the former ¢ for one necessarily supposes the other.

Having thus explained what I mean by the terms of the -
doctrine ; that you may the more clearly see how the great
design and work of redemption is carried on from the fall of
man to the end of the world ; I say, in order to this,

I now proceed, in the second place, to show what is the de-
sign of this great work, or what things are desxgned to be
done by it. In érder to see how a design is carried on, we
must first know what the design is. To know how a work~

-
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‘man proceeds, and to understand the various steps he takes, in
order to accomplish a piece of work, we need to'be informed
what he is about, or what the thing is that he intends to accom-
‘plish ; otherwise we may stand by, and see him do one thmg
-after another, and be quite puzzled and in the dark, seeing
nothing of his scheme, and understanding not.hmg of what he
means by it. If an architect, with a great number of hands,
were a building some great palace, and one that was a strang-

" er to such things should stand by, and see some men digging

in the earth, others bringing timber, others hewmg stones,
and the like, he might see that there was a great deal done ;
but if he knew not the design, it would all appear ip him con-
fusion. And therefore, that the great works and dispensa-
tions of God that belong to this great affair of redempnon may
not appear like confusion to -you, I would set before yoy
briefly the main things designed to be accomplished in this
great work, to accomplish which God began to work present-.
ly after the fall of man, and will continue working to the end
of the world, when the whole work will appear complétely
finished. And the main things designed to be done by it are
these that follow.

‘LIt isto put all God’s enemies under his feet, and that the
goodness of ‘God should ﬁnally appear triumphing over all
evil. " ‘Soon after the world was created, evil entered into the
world in the fall of the angels and man. Presently after God
had made rational creatures, there were enemies who rose up -
against him ffom among them ; and in the fall of man evil
entered into this Jower world, and God's enemies rose up
against him heére. ' Satan rose up agamst God, endeavounng '
to frustrate his design in the creation of - this lower world, to
destroy his workmanshp here, and to wrest the government

" of this lower world out of his hands, and usurp the throne

himself, and set up himself as god of this world instead of tho
God that made it. And to these ends he mtroduced sin into
the world ; and having made man God’ enemy, he brought .
guilt on man, and brought death and the most extreme and,
dreadful misery into the world '
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Now one great design of God in the affair of redemption
was, to reduce and subdue those enemies of God, till they
should all be put under God’s feet : 1 Cor. xv. 25. « He must
reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet.” Things
were originally 'so planned and designed, that he might dis-
appoint and confound, and triumph over Satan, and that he
might be bruised under Christ’s feet, Gen. iii. 15. The
promise was given, that the seed of the woman sheuld bruise
the serpent’s head. It was a part of God’s ariginal design in
this work, to destroy the works of the devil, and canfound him
in all his purposes : 1 John iii. 8. « For this purpose was the
Son of God manifested, that he might destroy the werks of
the devil.” It was a part of his design, to triumph over sin,
and over the corruptions of men, and to raot them eut of the
- hearts of his people, by conforming them to himself. He de-
signed also, that his grace should triumph over man’s guilt,
and that infinite demerit that there is in sin. Again, it wasa
part of his design, to triumph over death ; and however this
is the last enemy that shall be destroyed, yet that shall finaily
be vanquished and destroyed.

God thus appears gloriously abave all evil ; and triumph- -
ing over all his enemies, was one great thing that God intend-
€d by the work of redemption ; and the work by which this
was to be done, God immediately went about as soon as map
fell ; and so goes on _till he fully accomplishes it in .the end
of the world.

II. In doing this, God’s design was perfectly to restore all
the ruins of the fall, so far as concerns the elect part.of the
world, by his Son ; and therefore we read of the res#itution of
all things, Acts iii. 21. « Whom the heaven must receive, until
the times of the restitution of all things ;* and of the times ¢f
refreshing from the presence of the Lord Jesus, Acts Hi. 19.
« Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
she presence of the Lord.”

Man’s soul was ruined by the fall ; the image of God was
ruined ; man’s nature was corrupted and destroyed, and man
became dead in sin. The design of God was, to restore the
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soul of man ; to restore life to it, and the image of Ged, in
conversion, and to carry on the restoration in senctification,
and to perfect it in glory. "Man’s body was ruined ; by the
fall it became subject to death, The design of God was, to
- restore it from this ruin, and not only to deliver it from desth
in the resurrection, but to deliver it from mortality itself, in
making it like unto Christ’s glorious bady. The world was
ruined, as to man, as effectually as if it had been reduced to
chaos again ; all heaven and earth were pverthrown. * But the
design of God was, to restore all, and as it were 1@ create a
fnew heaven and a new earth : Isajah lxv. 17, « Behold, I
sreate new heavenrs, and a new earth ; apd the former shall
mot be- remembered, nor eome into mind,* 2 Pet, iii, 13.
& Nevertheless we, pccording to his promise, look for pew
heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”-

The work by which this was te be done, was begun imme-
dintely after the fall, and %0 is carried on till all is finished at
the end, when the wheole workl, heaven and earth, shall be
restored ; and there shiall be, as it were, new heavens, apd a
new earth, in a spiritual sense, at the end of the world. Thus
it is represented, Rev. xxi. I. « And T saw new heaven, and
A new earth ; for the ﬁm ‘heaven and the first earth were
passed away.”

{11, Anether great deugn of God in the work of redemp-
tion, was, to gather together in one all things in Christ, in
‘heaven and in earth, 7. 2. all ¢lect creatures ; to bring all eleet
crestures, in heaven and in earth, to an union ape to another
in one body, nunder. ene head, and to unite 2} fogether in one
body to God the Father. This was begun soon after the fall,
and i carried on through all ages of the world, and finjshed at
the end of the world.

1V. God designed by this work to perfect and complete the
glory of all the elect by Christ. It was a design of God to
sdrance the elect to an ‘exceeding piteh of glory, < such as -
cye hath not seem, nor ear heard, nor has ever entered into
the heatt of man.” He intended to bring them to perfect, ex-
cellency and beauty in his image, and in holiness, which is the
proper beauty of spiritual beings ; and to advance them to a
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glorious degree of honor, and also to an ineffable pitch of
pleasure and joy ; and thus to glorify the’ whole church of e-
Ject men in soul and body, and with them to bring the glory.
of the elect angels to its hlghest pltch under one head. The
work which tends to this, God began lmmedlately after the
fall, and carries on through all ages, and wﬂl have ?erfected
at the end of the world.

V. In all this God designed to accomphsh the glory of the
blessed Trinity in an exceeding degree. *God had a design
of glorifying himself from eternity ; to glorify each person
" in the Godhead. The end must be considered as first'in the

order of nature, and then the means ; and therefore we must
conceive, that God having professed this end, had then as it
were the means to choose ; and the principal ‘'mean that he
pitched upon was this great work of redemption that we are
-speaking of, It was his design in this work to glorify his on-
1y begotten son, Jesus Christ ; and it was his design, by the
son to glorify the Father: John xiii. 31, 32. « Now is the
Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. . If God
be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and
shall straightway glorifyhim.” It was his design that the
Son should thus be glorified, and should glorify the Father by
what should be accomplished by the Spirit to the glory of the
- Spirit, that the whole Trinity, conjunctly, and each person
singly, might be exceedingly glorified. The work that was
the appointed means of this, was begun immediately after the
fall, and is- carried on till, and-finished at the end of the world,
when all this intended glory shall be fully accomplished in a!!
- things. :
Havive thus explained the terms made use of in the doce
trine, and shown what the things are which are to be accom=
plished by this great work of Ged, I proceed now to the pro-
- posed History ; that is, to show how what was designed by
the work of redemption is accomplished, in the various steps
of this work, from the fall of man to the end of the world.
In, order to this, I would divide this whole space of time in-
to three periods : The
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1st. Reaching from the fall of man to the incarnation of
Christ ; — the

2d. From Christ’s incarnation till his resurrection ; or the
whole time of Christ’s humiliation ; — the )

3d. From thence to the end of the world.

It may be some may be ready to think this a very unequal
division : And it is so indeed in some respects. It is so, be-
Cause the second period is so much the greatest : For al-
though.it be so much shorter than either of the other, being
but between thirty and forty years, whereas both the other
contain thousands ; yet in this affair that we are now upon, it
is more than both the others. I would therefore proceed to
show distinctly how the work of redemption is carried on .
from the fall of man to the end of the world, through each of
‘these periods in their order ; which I would do under three
;propositions ; one conderning each period. '

L. That from the fall of man till the incarnation
of Christ, God was doing those things that were pre- -
paratory to Christ’s coming, and working out redemp-
tion, and were forerunners and earnests of it.

1L, That the time from Christ’s incarnation, till
this resurrection, was spent in procuring and purchas.
ing redemption.

IIL. That the space of time from the resurrection
of Christ to the end of the world, is all taken up in
bringing about or accomplishing the great effect or
success of that purchase.

In a particular consideration of these three propositions, the
great truth taught in the doctrine may perhaps appear in a
clear light, and we may see how the work of redemption is
earried on from the fall of man to the end of the'world.



2 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Pexrop 1.

PERIOD 1.
From the Fall 10 the Incarnation.

. ' MY first task is, to show how the work of redemps
tion is carried on from the fall of man to the incarmation of
Christy under the first firopiosition, viz.

That the space of time frem the fall of man to the
incarnation of Christ, was taken up in doing these
things that were forerunners and earnests of Christ’s
coming, and working out redemption, and were pre-
paratory to it.

The great works of God in the world during this whole
space of time, were all preparatory to this. There were many
great changes and revolutions in the world, and they were all
only the turning of the wheels of previdence in order to this,
to make way for the coming of Christ, and what he was to do
inthe world. They all pointed hither, and all issued here.
Hither tended especially all God’s great works towards his
church. The church was under various dispensations of prov-
idence, amd in very various circumstances, before Christ
came. But all these dispensations were to prepare the way for
his coming. Ged wrought salvation for the souls of men
through all that space of time, though the number was very
small to what it was afterwards ; and all this salvation was, as
it were, by way of anticipation. AH the souls that were saved
before Christ came, were only as it were the earnests of the
future harvest. ‘

God wrought many lesser salvations and deliverances for
his church and people before Christ came. These salvations
were all but so many images and forerunners of the great sal-
vation Christ was to work out when he should come. God
revealed himself of old, from time to time, from the fall of
man to the coming of Christ. The church during that space
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. of time -enjoyed thelight of divine revelation, or God’s wotd.
They had in a degree the light of the gospel. But all these
revelations were only o many forerunners and earhests of the
great light that he should bring who came to be the light of
the world. That whole space of time was as it were the time
of night, wherein the church of God was not indeed whally
without light : But it was like the light of the moon and stars
that we have in the night ; a dim light in comparison of the
ight of the sun, and mixed with a great deal of darkness. It
had no glory, by reason of the glory that excelleth, 3 Cor. iii:
10. The church had indeed the liglit of the sun ; but it was
only as reflected from the moori and stars. The church all
that while was a minor. This the apostle evidently teaches
in Gal.iv. 1, 2, 3. & Now I say that the heir, as long as he is
a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of
all; but is under tutors and governors, until the time appoint-
ed of the father. Even so we, when we were children; were
in bondage under the elements of the world.”

But here, for the greater clearness and distinctness,
would subdivide this period, from the fall of man to the com4
ing of Christ, into six lesser periods, or patts.....The

1st. Extending from the fall to the flood ;...the

2d. From thence to the calling of Abraham ;...the

3d. From thence to Moses ;...the :

4th. From thencé to David ; sithe

5th. From David to the captivity into Babylon .and thé

éth. From thence to the incarnation of Christ:

e G
- PART L.
From the Fall to the Flood.

THIS was & period farthest of all distant from Christ’s in-
carnation ; yét then thl§ great work was begun to be carried
on; then whs this gloricus building bégun, that will not be
finished till the &nd of the world, as I would mow shew you

how. And to this purpose I would observe,
D
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1. Assoon as ever man fell, Christ entered on his mediato~
vial work. Then it was that Christ first took on him the
work and office of a mediator. He had undertaken it before
the world was made. He stood engaged with the Father to
appear as man’s mediator, and to take on himthat office when
there should be occasion, from all eternity. But now the time
was come. When man fell, then the occasion came; and
then Christ immediately, without further delay, entered on
his work, and took on him that office that he had stood engag-
¢d to take on him from eternity. As soon as ever man fell,
Christ the eternal Son of God clothed himself with the medi~
atorial character, and therein presented himself before the
Father. He immediately stepped in between an holy, infinite,
offended Majesty, and offending mankind ; and was accepted
in his interposition ; and so wrath was prevented from going
forth in the full execution of that amazing curse that man had
brought-on himself.

It is manifest that Christ began to exercise the office: of '
mediator between God and man as soon as ever man fell, be
¢cause mercy began to be exercised towards man immediateiy.-
There was mercy in the forbearance of Gody that he did not
destroy him, as he did the angels when they fell. But there
is no mercy exercised towards fallen man but through a me-
diator. If God had not in mercy restrainied Satan, he would
immediately have seized on his prey. Christ began to do the
part of an intercessor for man as soon as he fell. There is no:
mercy exercised towards man but ‘what is obtained through
Christ’s intercession ; so that now Christ was entered on his
work that he was to continue in throughout all ages of the
world. From that day forward Christ took on him the care
of the church of the elect ; he took on him the care of fallen
man in the exercise of all his offices ; he undertook thence~
forward to teach mankihd in the exercise of his prophetical
office ; and also to mtercede for fallen man in his priestly of-
fice ; and he took on him, as it were, the care and burden of
the government of the chiurch, and of the world of mankind,
from this day forward. He from that time took'upon him the
care of the defence of his elect church from all their ene-.
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mies. When Satan, the grand enemy; had conquered and
overthrown man, the business of resisting and conquering him
was committed to Christ. He thenceforward undertook to
mnanage that subtle powerful adversary. He was then ap-
pointed the Captain of the Lord’s hosts, and the Captain of
their salvation, and always acted as such thenceforward ; and
#0 he appeared from time to time, and he will continue to act
as such to the end of the world. Henceforward this lower
world, with all its concerns, was, as it were, devolved upon the
Son of God : For when man had sinned, God-the father would
have no more to do with man immediately ; he would ne
more have any immediate concern, with this world of marne
kind, that had apostatized from, and rebelled against him. He
would henceforward have no concern with man, but only
through a mediator, either in teaching men, or in governing
or bestowing any benefits on them. :

And therefore, when we read in sacred history what God
did from time to time towards his church and people, and
what he said tothem, and how he revealed himself to them,
we are to understand it especially of the second person of the
Trinity. When we read of God’s appearing after- the fall,
from time to time, in some visible form or outward symbol of.
his presence, we ate ordinarily, if pot universally, to under:
stand it of the second person of the Trinity ; 3 which may be
argued from John i. 18. « Noman hath seen God at any
time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the’
Father, he hath-declared him.” He is therefore called ¢ the
image of the invisible God,” Col. i. 15 intimating, that
though God the. Father be invisible, yet Christ is his image
or representation, by which he is seen, or by which the
Church of God hath often had a representaﬁon of him, that is
not invisible, and in particular that Chrxst has after appeared
in an human form.

Yea not only was this lower wotld devolved on Christ, that
he might have the care and government of it, and order it
agreeably to his design of redemption; but also in some res-
pect the whole universe. The angels from that time were
committed to him, to be subjest to hism in his mediatorial ofe
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fice, to be ministering spirits to him in this affair; and ace
cordingly were so from this time forward, as is manifest by
the scripture history, wherein we have accounts from time ta
* fime of their acting as ministering spirits in the affairs of the
Church of Christ, v

And therefore we may suppose, that unmedxately on the
fall of man, it was made known in heaven among the angels,
that God had a design af rederpptlon with respect to fallen
man, and that Christ had now taken upon him the office and
work of a mediator between God and man, that they might
know their busmess henceforward, which was to be subser-
vient toChrist in this office,and as Christ, in this office, has since
that,as God manand Medlator,bcen solemnly exaltedand mstal-
led the King of heaven, and is thenceforward as God man, Me-
diator, the Light, and asitwere, the Sun of heaven, agreeable to
Rev.xxi.23. “«Andthe city had noneed of the sun, neither of the
moon, to shine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the Lamb is the light thereof;” so this revelatmn that was
made in heaven among the angels, of Christ’s now havxng
taken on him the office of a mediator between God and ma.n,
was as it were the first dawning of this light in heaven.
‘When Christ ascended into heaven after his passion, and was
solgmnly installed in the throne, as King of heaven, then this
sun rose in heaven, even the Lamb that is the light of the
new,Jerpsalem But the light began to dawn 1mmed1ately
after the fall.

IL. Presently upon this the gospel was ﬁrst revealed on
earth, in these words, Gen. iii. 15. « And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed : It shall bruxse thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
‘We must suppose, that God's mtenuon ‘of redeeming fallen
man was first mgmﬁed in heaven, "before it was signified on
earth, because the business of the angels as ministering spirits-
of the Mediator lequn-ed it ; for as soon as ever Christ had
KB K
taken on him the work of a medlator, it was lequlslte that the

angels should be ready lmmedlately to be subservient to him
in that office : So that the light first dawned in heaven but
yery soon after the same was signified on earth. In those
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words of God there was an intimation of another surety to be
appointed for man, after the first surety had failed. This was
the first revelation of the covenant of grace'; this was the ﬁrst
dawning of the light of the gospel on earth.

This lower world- before the fall enjoyed moonday light ;
the light of the knowledge of God, the light of his. glory, and
the light of his'favor. But when man fell, all this light was
at once extinguished, and the world reduced back again to to-
tal "darkness ; a worse darkness than that which was in the
. beginning of the world, that we read of Gen. i, 2. « And the -
earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the
face of the deep.” This was a darkness a thousand times
more remediless than that. Neither men nor angels could
find out any way whereby this darkness might be scattered.
This darkness appeared in its blackness then, when dam and
his wife saw that they were naked, and sewed fig leaves, and ‘
when they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the
garden, and hid themselves among the trees of the -garden ;
and when God first called them to an account, and said to
Adam, What is this that thou hast done ? « Hast thou eaten
of the tree, wheregf I commanded thee, that thou shouldest not
eat ?”” Then we may suppose that their hearts were filled with’
shame and terror. But these words of God, Gen. iii. 15. were
the first dawning of the light of the gospel after this darkness.
Now first appeared some glimmering of light after this dis-
mal darkness, which before this was without one glimpse of
light, any beain of comfort, or any the least hope. It was an
obscure revelation of the gospel ; and was not made to 4dam
or Eve directly, but it was in what God said to the serpent....
But yet it was very comprehensive, as might be easily shown
would it not take up too much time. :

Here was a cemm intimation of a merciful design by ¢ the

seed of the woman,” which was like the first glimmerings of

the light of the sun in the east when the day first dawns. This .
intimation of mercy was given them even before sentence was
pronouhced on either Adam or Eve, from tenderness to them
to whom God designed mercy, lest they should be overborne
with a sentence of condemnation, without having any thing
beld forth whence they could gather any hope.
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One of those great things that were intended to be dene by -
the work of redemption, is more plainly intimated here than
the rest, viz. God’s subduing his enemies under the feet of his
Son. This was threatened now, and God’s design of this was
now first declared, which was the work Christ had now under-
. taken,and which he soon began, and carried on thencefor-
ward, and will perfectly accomplish at the end of the world.
Satan probably had triumphed greatly in the fall of man, as
though he had defeated the designs of God in the creation of
'man and the world in general. But in these words God gives
him a plain infimation, that he should not finally triumph,
but that a complete victory and triumph sheuld be robtained
over him by the seed of the woman.

This revelation of the gospel in this verse was the first-
thing thatChrist did in his propheticaloffice. You may remems.
ber, that it was said in the first .of those three propositions
that have been mentioned, that from the fall ‘'of man to the in-
carnation of Christ, God was doing those things that were
preparatory to Christ’s coming and working out redemption,
and were forerunners and earnests of it. And one of those
things which God did in this time to prepare the way for
Christ’s coming into the world, was to foretel and promise it,
as he did from time to time, from age to age, till Christ came.
‘This was the first promise that ever was given of it, the first
prediction that ever was made of it on earth:

III. Soon after this, the custom of sacrificing was appoint-
ed, to be a standing type of the sacrifice of Christ till he should
come, and offer up himself a sacrifice to God Sacrificing
was not a custom first established by tke Levmcal law of Mo- -
ses ; for it had been a part of God’s instituted wox‘shxp long
before, even from the beginning of God's visible church on
earth. 'We read of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
offering sacrifice, and before them Noah, and before hlm A-
bel. And this was by divine appomtment for it was a part of
God’s worship in his church, that was offered up in faith, and
that he accepted : Which proves that it was by his institu~
tion ; for sacrificing is no part of natural worship. The light
«f nature doth not teach men to offer up beasts in sacrifice to
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God ; and seeing it was not enjoined by the law of nature, ifi¢
was acceptable to God, it must be by some positive command
or institution ; for God has déclared his abhorrence of such
worship as is. taught by the precept of men without his insti-
tution ; Isa. xxix. 13. ¢ Wherefore the Lord saxd, Foras-
much as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with'
their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from’
me, and their fear towards me is taught by the precept of
men ; therefore behold, I will proceedto do a marvellous
work,” &c.- And sich worship as hath not a warrant from di+
vine institution, cannot be offered up in faith, because faith
has no foundation where there.is no divine appointment. It
¢annot be offered up in faith of God’s acceptance ; for men
have no warrant to hope for God’s acceptance,in thatwhich is
hot of his appointment, and in that to which he hath not
promised his accéptance : And therefore it follows, that the
tustom of offering sacrifices to God was mst:tuted soon after’
the fall ; for the scripture teaches us, that Abel offered « the
ﬁrstlmgs of his flock, and of the fat thereof,” Gen. iv. 4; and -
that he was accepted of God in this offering, Heb. xi. 4. And
there is nothmg in the story that looks as though the institu-
tion was first glven then, when Abel offered up that sacrifice
to God ; but it appears as though Abel only therein complied:
with a custom already established.

~ And it is very probable that it was instituted immediately
after God had revealed the covenant of grace,in Gen. iii.
15 ; which covehant and promise was the foundation on
which the custom of sacrificing wasbuilt. That promise was
the first stone that was laid towards this glorious building, the
work of redemption, which will be finished at the end of the
‘world. And the next stone which was laid upon that, was the
institution of sacrifices, to be a type of the g¥eaz sacrifice.

The next thing that we have an account of after God had
pronounced sentence on the serpent, on the woman, and on
the man, was, that God made them coats of skins, and cloth~
ed them ; which by thesgenerality of divines, are thought to
be the skins-of beasts slain in sacrifice ; for we have no ac-
eount of any thing élse that sheuld be the occasion of man’s
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slaying beasts, but only to offer them in sacrifice, till after the
flood. Men were not wont to eat the flesh of beasts as their
common fbod till aftef the flood. The first food of man in
paradise before the fall was the fruit of the trees of paradise 3
and when he avas tarned out of paradlse after the fall, then his
food was the herb of the ﬁeld Gen. iii. 18. « And thou
shalt eat of the herb of the field.” The first grant that he had
to eat flesh as his common food was after the flood : Gen. ix.
3. « Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you ;
even as the green herb have I given you all things.” So that
it is likely that these skins that Adam and Eve were clothed
with, were the skins of their sacrifices. God’s clothmg themt
with these was a hvely figure of their being clothed with the’
righteousness of Christ. This clothing was no clothmg of
their own obtaining ; but it was God that gave it them. Iti is
said, « God made them coats of skms, and clothed them ; ;o
as the rlghteousness our naked souls are clothed with, is not
o\n' nghteousness, but the righteousness which is of God. It
is he only clothes the naked soul.

Our first parents, who were na.ked, were clothed at the ex-~
pence of life. Beasts were slain, and resxgned up their lives
a sacrifice to God, to aﬂ'ord clothmg to them to cover their’
nakedness. Sodoth Chmt,to afford clothmg to our naked souls.
“T'he skin signifies the life : So Job, ii. 4. « Skin for skin, yea
all that a man hath will he give for his life ;” i. e. life for
life. Thus our first parents were covered with skins of sacris
fices, as the tabernacle in the wilderness, which signified the
church, was, when it was covered with rams skins died red,
as though they were dipped i in blood, to signify ‘that Christ’s
righteousness was wrought out through the pains of death,
under which he shed his precxous blood. »

We observed before, that the light that the church enjoyed
from the fall of man, till Christ came, was liké the light which
we enjoy in the night ; not the light of the sun directly, but as
reflected from the moon and stars ; which light did foreshow
Christ, the Sun of righteousness, that was afterwards to arise.
This light of the Sun of righteousness to come they had chief-
ly two ways : One was by predictions of Christ to come,
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whereby his eoning was -foretold :awd - promieed. ; the other
was by types und-shadows, whereby his coming and redemp-
tion 'were ‘prefigured. The:first:thing that was done to pre-
pare the way for'Christ in the former of these ways, was in
that promise ‘that was just taken:niotice 'of in the ‘foregoing
particular ; and the first thing of the latterkind, viz. of types,
%o foreshow Chitist’s corfting, was that institution of sacrifices
dhat -we gre now upon. -Assthat:promise:in Gen.:iii. 5. was
“he ‘first dawn of gospel light after the fall ‘in prophecy ; so
Rhe imstitotion of eacrifices was the first hint of .it in types.
The -giving of that promise was the first:thing that was done
after the Ell,’in this work,in Christ’s prophetical office;; the
Snstitution of ‘sactifices wus the first:thing' that -we-read of af-
“ter the fall,’by which especiatly Christ exhibited ‘himself in

W 'priestly-office.
The institution of saorifices 'was a:great thing done towards
Mpreparing the ‘way for Ohrist's coming, and .working out-re-
demption. For the sacrifices of the-Old Testament -were-the
ynin of ‘wll the Old Testament types:of Christ and his re-
-défnption ; md it tended'to establishin the minds of God's
wisible church,the necessity of a propitistory-sacrifice, inar-
ofer to ghe Deity'sbeing satisfred for sin;; and so prepared-the
ey for'the receptionof the glarious. gespel, that reveals -the
irest -sacrifice in the wisible -church, and not only so, but
whirgugh tlie world of mankind. -For frem this -institution-of
-Bucrifices that was afterthe fall,all nations derived the cus-
S ©f sacrificing. For this-custom of offering up sacrifices
% ‘the gids, to atone for their ‘sins, was commonto al na-
ns. -'No- nution, however barbarous, was found -without it
Wiy where. Tthis is a greatevidence of the truth of the ‘Christ-
e réligion'; formo nation, but only the Jews, eotild tell how
Rhéy came by 'this cwstom, or to what purpose-it was, to offer
Macrifices to their deities. The light of nature did not teach
Wem any such thing. Thut did not teach them that the gods
‘wete hungry, and fed upon the flesh which they burnt in sac-
¥ifice ; andyet threy atl dad this custom ; of which ne other
Wount can be given, but that they derived it from Noah, who
0d it ‘from his-umestors, on whorn God-had -emjoined it sa a

K : :
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type of the great sacrifice of Christ. However, by this means
all nations of the world had their minds possessed with. this
notion, that an atonement or sacrifite for sin was necessamy';
and a “way was made for their more readily receiving, the
great doctrine of the gospel of Christ, which teaches us the
.atonement and sacrifice of Christ.

IV. God did soon after the fall begin actually to save tho
:souls of men through Christ’s redemption. In this, Christ,
«who had lately taken upon him the work of Mediator between
God and man, did first begin that work, wherein he appeared
in the exercise of his kingly office, as in the sacrifices he was
cepresented in his priestly office, and in the first prediction of
-redemption by Christ he had appeared in the exercise of his
rprophetical office. In that prediction the light of Christ’s re~
demption first began to dawn in the prophecies of'it ; in the
Institution of sacrifices it first began t¢ dawn in the types of
it ; in this, viz. his beginning actually to save men, it. first
began to dawn in the fruit of it.

Itis probable, therefore, that Adam and Eve were the ﬁrst
fruits of Christ’s redemption ; it is probable by God’s man-
‘ner of treating them, by his comférting them as he did, after
‘their awakenings and terrors. They were awakened, and
-ashamed with a sense of their guilt, after their fall, when their
"eyes were opened, and they saw that they were naked, and
sewed figleaves to cover their nakedness ; as the sinner, under
- the first awakenings, is wont to endeavor to hide the naked-
ness of his soul, by patching up a righteousness of his own.
- Then they were further terrified "and awakened, by - hearing
" the voice of God, as he was coming to condemn them. Their
- coverings of figleaves did not answer the ‘purpose ; but not-
withstanding these, they ran to hide themselves among the
trees of the garden, because they were naked; not daring to
trust to their figleaves to  hide their nakedness from God.
Then they were further awakened by God’s calling of them
:“to a strict account, But while their terrors were raised to
*:such & height, and they stood, as we may suppose, trembling
- and astonished before their judge, without any thing to catch
hold of whence they could gather any hopey thea God took.
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ctire to hold forth some encouragement to them, to'keep them'
from the- dreadful effects of despair under their awakenings,

by giving a hint of a design of mercy by a Saviour, even be-
fore he pronounced sentence against them. And when after
this he proceeded to pronounce sentence, whereby we may

suppose their terrors were further raised, God soon after took

gare to encourage them, and to let them see, that he had not

wholly cast them off, by taking a fatherly care of them in

their fallen, naked and miserable state, by making them coats

of skins and clothing them. Which also manifested an ac-

ceptance of those sacrifices that they offered to God for sin;

that those were the skins of, which- were types of what God
had promised, when hesaid, " « The seed-of the woman shall

bruise the serpent’s head ;” which promise, there is reason

to think, they believed a.nd embraced.: Eve seems plainly to

express her hope in, and dependence on that promise, in what
she says at the birth of Cain, Gen. iv. 1. « I have gotten 2

man from the Lord ;” i. e. as God has promised, that my

seed should bruise the serpent’s head ; so new has God giv-

en me this pledge and token of it, that I hate a seed born.
She plainly owns, that this her child was from God, and hop-

ed that her promised seed was to be of this hereldest son ;
though she was mistaken, as Abraham was with respect to

Lehmael, as Jacob was with respect ta Esau, and as Samuel
was with respect to the first born of Jesse. And especially does

what she said at the birth of Seth, express her-hope and de-

pendence on the promise of God ; see ver. 25. « For God

hath appointed me another seed, mstead of Abel, -whom. Cain

slew.”

Thus it is exce edmg probable; if not’ endqnt, that as Chmt
took on him the work of Mediator as sopn as man fell ; so
he now immediately began his work of redempnon in its ef-
fect, and that he immediately encountered his great enemy the
devil, wham he had undertaken to’ conqnel, and Tescued those
two first cgptives out of his hands ; therein baﬂlmg himj soon
after his triumph for the wctory he had obtained over them,
whereby he had made them his captives. And though he was,
s it were, sure of them and gll their posterity, Christ the Re-
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deemer sooaashowed him, that he was mistaken, and that Ae
‘was able to subdue him,and: deliver fallen man. He let him ses-
ity indelivering those first captives of his; and.so seon gave him
an instance of. the fulfilment of that threatening, « The seed
of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head ;” and in this in~
stance a presage of the fulfilment of one great thing he bad
- undertaken, viz. his subduing all his enemies under his feet.

After this we have another instance of redemption in one
of their children, viz. in righteous. Abel, as the scripture calls
him, whose soul perhaps was the first that went to heaven
through Christ’s redemptibn. In him we haveat least the
first instance of the death of a redeemed person that is re«
corded in scripture. If he was the first, then as the redemp-
tion.of Christ began to dawn before in the souls of men in their:
conversion and justification, in him it first began ta dawn im
glorification ; and in him the angels began first to do the part
of ministering spirits to Christ, in going forth to conduct the
souls of the redeemed to glory. And in him the elect angela
in heaven had the first opportunity to see so wonderful a thing
as the soul of one of the fallen race of rankind, that had been
sunk by the fall into such an abyss of sin and misery, brought
to heaven, and in the enjoyment of heavenly glory, which wag
& much greater thing than if they had seen him returned ta
the earthly paradise. Thus they by this saw the glorious efx
fect of Christ’s redemption, in the great hopor and happiness
that was procured for sinful miserable creatures by it.

V. The next remarkable thing that God did in the farther
carrying on of this great affair of redemption, that I shall take
notice of, was the first remagkable pouring out of the Spirit
through Christ that ever was, which was in the days of Enos.
This seems to have been the next remarkable thing that was
done toward ergcting this glorious building that God had be-
gun and laid the foundation of in Christ the Mediator. We
read, Gen. iv. 26, « Then began men to call upon the pame
of the Lord.” The meaning of these words has been consida
erably controverted among divines. We cannot suppose the
meaning Js that that time was the first that ever men per-
formed the duty of prayer. Prayer is a duty of natural religs
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§on, and a duty-to which a spirit of -picty does most naturally
Jead men. Prayer is as it were the very breath of a spirit of
piety ; and we cannot suppose therefore, that those holy men
that -had been before for above two hundred ycars, had lived
all that while without any prayer. Therefore some divines
think, that the meaning is, that then men first began to per-
form public worship, or to call upon the name of the Lord in
public assemblies, Whether it be so to be understood or no,
yetso much must necessarily be understood by it, viz. that
there was something new in the visible church of God with
respect to the duty of prayer, or calling upon the name of the

“Lord ; that there was a great addition to the performance of
this duty ; and that in some respect or other it was carried
far beyond what it ever had been before, which must be the
consequence of 3 remarkable pouring out of the Spirit of
God. :

If it was now firet that men were stirred up to get together
in assemblies to help and assist one another in seeking God, so
as they never had done before, it argues something extraor-
dinary as the cause ; and could be from nothing but uncom~
mon influences of God’s Spirit. 'We see by experience, that
a remarkable pouring out of God’s Spirit is always attended
awith such an effect, viz. a great increase of the performance
of the duty of prayer. When the Spirit of God begins a
awork on men’s hearts, it immediately sets them to calling on
the name of the Lord. As it was with Paul after the Spirit
of God had laid hold of him, then the next news is, ¢ Beho]d,
he prayeth !” So it hasbeen in all remarkable pourings out of
the Spirjt of God that we have any particular account of in
scripture ; and so it is foretold it will be at the great pouring
out of the Spirit of God in the latter days. It is foretold, that
itwill be poured out as a spirit of grace and supplicatian,
Zech. xii. 10. See also Zeph, iii. 9. « For then will I turn to
the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the
name of the Lord, to serve him with one consent.”

And when it is said, « Then degan men to call upon the

. pame of the Lord,” no more can be intended by it, than that
this was the first remarkable season of this nature that ever
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was. It was the beginning, or the first, of such akind of
work of God, such a pouring out of the Spirit of God. After
such a manner, such an expression is commonly used in
scripture : So, 1 Sam. xiv. 35. « And Sau! built an altar un-
to the Lord ; the same was the first altar that he built unto the
Lord.” In the Hebrew it is, as you may see in the margin,
¢« that altar he began to build unto the Lord.” Heb.ii. 3.
« How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, which.
first began to be spoken by the Lord

It may here be observed, that from the fall of man, to thls
day wherein we live, the work of redemption in its effect has
mainly been carried on by remarkable pourings out of the
Spirit of God. Though there be a more constant influence
of God’s Spirit always in some degree attending his ordi-
nances ; yet the way in which the greatest things have been
done towards carrying on this work, always has been by re-
markable pourings out of the Spirit at special seasons of mer- -
cy, as may fully appear hereafter in our further prosecution -
of the subject we are upon. And this pouring out of the
Spirit in the days of Enos, was the first remarkable pouring
out of the Spirit of God that ever was, There had been a
saving work of God on the hearts of some before ; but now
God was pleased to grant a more large effusion of hig Spirit,
for the bringing in an harvest of souls to Christ ; so that in
this we see that great building that is the subject of our pres-
ent discourse, which God laid the foundation of immediately
after the fall of man, carried on further, and built higher than
ever it had been before.

VI. The next thing I shall take notice of; is the eminently
holy life of Enock, who we have reason to think was a saint of
greater eminency than any ever had been before him ; so that
in this respect the work of redemption was carried on to a
greater height than ever it had been before. ~With respect
to its effect in the visible church in general, we observed just
now how it was carried higher in the days of Enos than ever
it had been before. Probably Enoch was one of the saints of
that harvest ; for he lived all the days that he did live on
earth, in the days of Enos.  And with respect to the degree
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. to which this work was carried in the soul of a particular per-
son, it was raised to a greater height in Enoch than ever be-
" fore. His soul, as it was built on Christ, was built up in holi-
‘méss to a greater height than there had been any instance of
‘before. He was a wonderful instance of Christ’s redemptiony
and the efficacy of his grace.
VIL In Enrvek’s time, God did more expressly reveal the
coming of Christ than he had done before, in the prophecy of

" ' Enech that we have an account of in the 14th and 15th verses
of the Epistle of Jude : « And Enoch also, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold the Lord cometh
with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all
and to convince all that are ungodly among them, of their un-

.godly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all,
their hard speechos which ungodly sinnners have spoken

.against him.” Here Enoch. prophecies of the coming of

Christ. It does not seem to be conﬁned to any partxcular

.coming of Christ ; but it has respect in general to Christ’s
coming in his kmgdom, and is fulfilled in a degree in both the
first and second coming of Christ; and indeed in every remark-

.able manifestation Christ has made of himself in the world,

- for the saving of his people, and the destroying of his enemies.

-1t is very parallel in this respect with many other prophecies of
the coming of Christ,that were given under the Old Testament;

- and,in particular,it seems to be parallel withthat great prophe-
cy of Christ’s coming in his kingdom that we have in the 7th

. chapter of Daniel, whence theJews principally took their notion

. of the kingdom of heaven. See ver. 10. €A fiery stream issued
and came forth from before him : Thousand thousands min-

- istered unto him,and ten thousand times ten thousand stood be-
fore him: The judgment was set, and the books were opened.”

. And ver. 13, 14, ¢ I saw in the night visions, and behold, one.
like the son of man, came with the clouds of heaven, and came .
to the ancient of days, and they brought him near befere him.
And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-
dom, that all. people, nations, and languages, should serve
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be des-

.
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“troyed.”  And though it is not unlikely that Fnoch might
‘have a more immediate respect in this prophecy to the up-
proacliing destruction of the oid world by the fleed, which was
& remarkablé resemblance of Christ’s destruction of all hisen
emies at his second coming, yet it doubtless looked beyond
the type to the antitype.

" And as this prophiecy of Christ’s coming is more express
than any had been before ; so it is an instance of the itrcreuss
of that gospel light that began to dawn presently after the fall
of man ; and is an instance of that building that is the sub.
ject of our present discourse, being yet further carvied on,
and built up higher than ever it had been before.

And here, by the way, I would observe, that the increase of

gospel light, and the carrying on the work of redemption, as
‘it respects the elect church in general, from the first erecting
of the church to the end of the world, is very much after the
‘§ame mannet a8 the carrying on of the same work and the
siniie light in a particular soul, from the time of its conver-
. slon, till it is perfected and crowned in glory. The workina
patticular soul hes its ups and downs ; sometimes the light
ghifiés brighter, and sometimes it is a dark time ; sometimes
grice seems to prevail, at other times it seems to languish for
& great while together, and corruption prevails, and then grace
tevives again. But in general, grace is growing : From its
first infusion, dil it is perfected in glory, the kingtlom ‘of
Chiist is building up in the soul. '

So it is with respect to the great affair in general, as it re-
Tates to the universal subject of it, as it is carried on from the
first beginning of it, after the fall, till it is perfected at the eitd
of the world, as will more fully appear by a particular view of
this affair froth beginning to end, in the prosecution of this
subject, if God give opportunity to carry it throughas I pro-
pose.

VIII. The next remarkable thing towards cafrying on this
work, that we have an account of in scripture, is, the transfa-
tion of Enochi into heaven. The account we have of it isin
Gen. v. 24. « And Enoch walked with God, and he was not ;
for God took him.” Here Moses, in giving an #ccount of the.
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genealogy of those that were of the line of Noak, does not say

- concerning Enoch, he lived so long and he died, as he does of
the rest ; but, Ae was not, for God took kim ; i. e. he translated
him ; in body and soul carried him to heaven without dying,
asitis explalned in Heb. xi. 5. « By faith Enoch was translat-
ed that he should not see death.” By this wonderful work of
God, the work of redemption was carried to a greater height,
inseveral respects, than it had been before.

You may remember, that when I was showing what were
the great things that God aimed at in the work of redemp-'
tion, or what the main things were that he intended to bring
to pass ; I among other things mentioned the perfect restc?-
ing the ruins of the fall with respect to the elect, and restoring
man from that destruction that he had brought on himself,
both in soul and body. Now this translation of Enoch was the
first instance that ever was of restoring the ruins of the fall
with respect to the body. There had been many instances of
restoring the soul of man by Christ’s redemption, but none of
redeeming and actually saving the body, till now. All the
bodies of the elect are to be saved as well as their souls. At
the end of the world, all the bedies of the saints shall actually
be redeemed ; those that then shall have been dead, by a res-
urrection ; and others, that then shall be living, by causing
them to pass under a glorious change. There was a number
of the bodies of saints raised and glorified, at the resurrection !
and ascension of Christ ; and before that there was ~n instance
of a body glorified in Elijah. But the first instance of all was
this of Enoch, that we are now speakmg of.

And the work of redemption by this was carried on farther
than ever it had been before ; as, by this wonderful work of
God, there was a great increase of gospel light to the church
of God, in this respect, that hereby the church had a clearer
manifestation of a future state, and of the glorious reward of
the saints in heaven. We are told, 2 Tim. i. 10. « That life
and immortality are brought to light by the gospel.” And
the more of this is brought to light, the more clearly does the
light shine in that respect. What was said in the Old Testa-
ment of a future state, is very obscure, in somparison with the

F
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more full, plain, and abundant revelation given of it in the
New. But yet even in those early days, the church of God,
in this event, was favored with an instance of it set before
thejr eyes, in that one of their brethren was actually taken up
40 heaven without dying; which we haye all reason to think
the church of God knew then, as they afterwards knew Eli-
jel’s cranslation. And as this was a clearer manifestation of
a future state than the church had had before, so it was.a
pledge or earnest of that future glerification of all the saints
which God intended through the redemption of Jesus Christ.
IX. The next thing that I shall observe, was the uapholding
the church of Ged in the family of which Christ. was to pro-
eeed, in the time of that great and general defection of the
woild of mankind that was before the flood. The church of
God, in all probability, was emall, in comparison with ¢he rest
* of the world, from the beginaing of the time that mankind
first began to multiply on the face of the earth, or from the
time of Cain’s defection, and departing from among the peo-
ple of God 5 the time we read of, Gen. iv. 16. % When Caie
went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land
of Md ;” which being interpreted, is the land of banishment =
1 say, from this time of Cain’s departure and separation from
‘she church of God, it is probable that the church of God was
small in comparison with the rest of the world. The church
seems to have been kept up chiefly in the posterity of Seth 3
for this was the seed that God appointed instead of Abel, whom
Cain slew. But we cannot reasorably suppose,that §eth’s pos-
terity were one fiftieth part of the werld: ¢ For .dam was
‘one hundred and thirty years old when Seth was born.” But -
Cain, who seems to have been the ringleader of these that
wenre not.of the church, was Adan’s eldest child, and praobably
was bern soon after the fall, which doubtless was soon after
Adam’s creation ; so that there was time for Cain to have many
sons before Seth was born, and besides many other children,
that probably Adam and Eve had before this time, agreeably
10 God’s blessing that he gave them, when he said, « Be fipit-
4ul, and multiply, and replenish the earth ;” and many of
shese children might have children. The story of Cais before
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3ira was born, seems to represent as thouglrthere were greut
nembers of meh oft the darth : Gen. iv. 14, 15. « Behold thow
hast dfiven nie ot this day from the face of the earth : And
fioeh thy face shial I be bid, and I shalt be # fugivive and &
vagaboild i the edarth ; amd it shalt come to passy that every
en® thdt fikdeth mie shall slay me. And the Lord sid ume
hitn, Therefors whésoever slayeth Cain, vergeunce shull be
takén oh Mm sévenfold. And the Lord seta mark upor Cain,
Iest arryy fhiding Kiny should kil him> Asd sl those that
were thén in being whert 8eck wias burn, must be supposed:
theri to statid it equal eapmetty of muldplyiny their posterity’
wAth hift ; ad therefore, ax I suid before, Seth’s posterity
wate but & stall part of the nbiabitants of the world.

But aftet the days of Enos and Ewock, (for Enoch wastrans-
12t befors Enos died ;) I say, after their days, the churcls of
God grestly diminished; in propertion as multitudes that
were of the line of Setk, and had been born in the clrarch of
Ged, foll aiwniy, and joined with the wicked world, principally
By teans of intermartiages with them ; as Gen. vi. 1,2y and
#. « And it canie to pusd, when men began to muliipfy on thé'
fice of the earth, dad danghters were born nnto them, that the
soas of God saw the daughters ef meny, that they were fair 5
#nd they took themt wives of all which they chose.....Therd
wePe ghants i the earth.in those daps; and also after thuty
when the sotis of God came fu unito the daughters of men, and
they bute childien to thremy, the sante becarhe mighty meny
which were of old, men of renown.” By the sons of God Reréy
s dotbitless meant the children of the church. Itisadenom~
ination oftenv given them in seripture. - They intermarried -
with the wicked world, and so had their hearts led away from
God ; and there was a great and continual defection from the
church. And the church of God, that used to be a restraint
on the wicked world, diminished exceedingly, and so wicked-
ness went on without restraint. And Satan, that old serpent,
the devil, that tempted our first parents, and set up himself as

' God of this world, raged exceedingly ; and every imagination
of the thoughts of man’s heart was only evil continually, and
the earth was filled with violence. It seemed to be deluged

!
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with wickedness now, as it was with water afterwards: And
mankind in general were drowned in this deluge ; almost all
were swallowed up in itr And now Satan made a most vio-
lent and potent attempt to swallow up the church of God ; and
had almost done it. But yet God restored it in the midst of
all this flood of wickedness and violence. He kept it up in
that line of which Christ was to.proceed. He would not suffer.
it to be destroyed, for a blessing was in it. The Lord the Re-
deemer was in this branch of mankind, and was afterwards to
proceed from it. There was a particular family that was a
root in which the great Redeemer of the world was, and
whence the branch of righteousness was afterwards to shoot
forth. And therefore, however the branches were lopped off,
and- the tree seemed to be destroyed ; yet God, in the midst
of all this, kept alive this root, by his wonderful redeeming
power and grace, so that the gates of hell could not prevail
against it. '

Thus I have shown how God carried on the great affair of
redemption ; how the building went on that God began after
the fall, during this first period of the times of the Old Testa-
ment, viz. from the fall of man, till God brought the flood on
the earth. And I would take notice upon it, that though the
history which Moses gives of the great works of Ged during
that space be very short; yet it is exceeding comprehen-
sive and instructive. And it may alse be profitable for us
here to observe, the efficacy of that purchase of redemption
that had such great effects even in the old world so many ages
before Christ appeared himself to purchase redemption, that

his blood should have such great efficacy so long before it was
shed.

Dt sl
PART 1II

From the Flood to the Calling of Abraham..

1 PROCEED now to show how the same work was carried
en through the second period of the Old Testament, that from
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he beginning of the flood till the calling of Abraham : For though -
‘that mighty, overflowing, universal deluge of waters over-
threw the world ; yet it did not overthrow this building of
God, the work of redemption. But this went on yet ; and in-

- !wtead of being overthrown, continued to be built up, and was

carried ‘on to a further preparation for the great Saviour’s
coming into the world, and workmg out redempuon for his
people. And here,

I. The flood itself was a work of God that belonged to this
great affair, and tended to promote it. All the great and
mighty works of God from the fall of man to the end of the
world, are reducible to this work, and, if seen in a right view
of them, will appear as parts of it, and so many steps that God
has taken in order to it, or as carrying it on ; and doubtless so
great a work, so remarkable and universal a catastrophe, as
the deluge was, cannot be excepted. It was a work that Cod
wrought in order to it, as thereby God removed out of the
way the enemies and obstacles of it, that were ready to over-
throw it.

* ‘Satan seems to have been in a dreadful rage just before the
flood, and his rage' then doubtless was, as it always has becn,
chiefly against the church of God to overthrow it ; and he had
filled the earth with violence and rage against it. He had
drawn over almost all the world to be on his side, and they
listed under his banner against Christ and his church. We
read, that the earth « was filled with violence ;” and doubt-
less that violence was chiefly against the church, in fulfilment

" of what was foretold, I will fut enmity between thy seed and her
aced. And their enmity and violence was so great, and the
enemies ofthe church so numergus, the whole world being

_ against the church, that it was come to the last extremity.

Noah’s reproofs, and his preaching of righteousness, were ut-

terly disregarded. God’s spirit bhad striven with them an
hundred and twenty years, and all in vain ; and the church
was almost swallowed up. I{seems to have been reduced to
£0 narrow limits, as to be confined to one family. And there
was no prospect of any thing else but of their totally swallow-
ing up the church,and thatina yery little time; and se

r
.
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wholly destroying that smalf root that had the blesnng m
or whence the Redeemer was t6 proceed,

And therefore God’s destroying those enemies of tie
church by the flood, belongs to this affair of redemption = Fo#
i was one thing that was done in fulfilment of the covenant of
grace, as it was revealed to Adam : « ¥ will put emmity bee
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed,
i shall bruise thy head.” This destruction was only a destrue=
tion of the seed of the serpent, in thie miidst of their most vio-
ent rage against the seed of the woman, and so delivering the
seed of the woman from them, whemin utmost peril by themy.

We read of scarce any great destruction of nations avy
where in Scripture, but that one main reason given for it is,
their enmity and injuries against God’s Church : And doubt«
Zess this was one main reason of the destruction of alf mations
by the flood. The giants that were in those days, in all like-

'Yhood, got themselves theit renown by their great exploite
apainst Heaven, and against Christ and his Churchy the re=
maining sons.ef God that had not corrupted themselves.

‘We read that just before the world shall be destroyed by
fire, the nations that are in the four quarters of the earth, shaik
gather together against the church as the sand of the seédy
and shall go up on the breadth of the earth, and compass the
eamp of the saints about, and the beloved city ; and thea fire
shall come down from God out of heaven, and devour themi
Rev. xx. 8,9. And it seems as though there was that which
was very parallel to it, just before the world was destroyed by
water. And therefore their destruction was a work of God
that did as much belong to the work of redemptions as the
destruction of the Egyptians belonged to the redemption of
the children of Israel out of Egypt, or as the destruction of
Sennacherib’s mighty army, that had compassed abeut Jeru-
salem to destroy it, belonged to God’s redempdon of that city
from them.

By means of this flood, all thé enemies of God's church,
against whom that little handful had no strength, were swept
off at once. God took their part, and appeared for them
against their enemies, and drowned those of whom they had
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boen gfraid in the fload of water, as he drowned the enemiss
of Isragl that pursued them, in the Red Sea. .

Indeed God could have taken other methods to defiver h\s
shurch < He could have converted all the world instead of
.ﬁrowmng it ; and so he could have taken another method them
drowming the Egyptians in the Red Sea. But thatis no argu-
ent, that the methed that he did take, was not a method te
show his redeeming mercy to them.

By the wicked world’s being drowned, the wicked, the ens-
mies of God’s people, were dispossessed of the earth, and the
whele earth given to Neah and his family to posiess.in quiet 3
23 God made room for the Jsraekites in Cangan, by casting owk

their enemies from before them. And God’s thus taking the
- possession of the encmiesof the church, and giving it all 1o
his chunch, was agreeable to that promise of the covenant of
grace :.Psal. xxxvii. 9, 10, 11. ¢ Far evil deers shall becyt -
off ; but those that waitupon the Lord, they shall inherit the
sarth. For yet a litthe while and thewicked shall notbe 5
yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not
be. Butthe meek shall inherit the earth, and shall dehg]n:
themselves in the sbundance of peace.” ' '

II. Another thing here belonging to the same work, was
God’s so wonderfully preserving that family of which the Re-
dleemer was - to proceed, when all the rest of the world was
drowned. God’s drowning the weorld, and saving Avak and
his family, both were works reducible to this great werk.
The saving Mogk and bis family belonged to it two ways. As
that family was the family of which the Redeemer was to
proceed; and as that family was the church that he had re-
deemed, it was the mystical body .of Christ that was there
saved.. “The manner of God’s saving thoge persons, when afl
the world besides was so overthrown, was very wonderful and
remarkeble. It was a wonderful and remarkable type of the
redemption of Christ, of that redemption that is sealed by the
baptism of water, and is -so speken of in the New Testament,
a8 1 Pet.iii. 20, 21. 4 Which sometime were discbedient,
when once the long suffering of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is
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eight souls, were saved by water. The like figure whereun-
to, even baptism doth also now save us, (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
towards God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” That
water that washed away the filth of the world, that cleared the
. ‘world of wicked men, was a type of the blood of Christ, that
takes away the sin of the world. That water that delivered
Noah and his sons from their enemies, is a type of the blood
. that delivers God’s church from their sins, their worst ene-
mies. That water that was so plentiful and abundant, that it
filled the world, and reached above the tops of the highest
mountains, was a type of that blood, the sufficiency of which.
is so abundant, that it is sufficient for the whole world ; suffi-
cient to bury the highest mountains of sin. The ark that was
the refuge and hiding place of the church in this time of storm
and flood, was a type of Christ, the true hiding place of the
church, from the storms and floods of God’s wrath. -

1. The next thing I would observe is; the riew grant
of the earth God made to Noah and his family immediately
after the flood, as founded on the covenant -of grace. The
sacrifice of Christ was represented by Noah’s building an al-
tar to the Lord, and offering a sacrifice of every clean beast,
and every clean fowl. And we have an account of God’s ac-
cepting this sacrifice : And thereupon he blessed Noah, and
established his covenant with him, and with his seed, prom=
ising to destroy the earth in like manner ne more ; signify-
ing how thatitis by the sacrifice of Christ that God’s favor
is obtained, and his people are in safety from God’s destroying
judgments, and do obtain the blessing of the Lord. And God
now, on occasion of this sacrifice that Noah offered to God,
gives him and his posterity a new grant of the earth ; a new
power of dominion over the creatures, as founded on that sac-.
rifice, and so founded on the covenant of grace. And so it is
to be looked upon as a diverse grant from that which was
made to Adam, that we have Gen. i. 28. <« And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it ; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every
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living thing that moveth upon the earth,” Which grant was
not founded on the covenant of grace ; for it was given to
Adam while he was under the covenant of works, and there-

* fore was antiquated when that covenant ccased. The first

grant of the earth to Adam was founded on the first covenant ;
and therefore, when that first covenant was broken, the right
conveyed to him by that first covenant was forfeited and lost.
And hence it came to pass, that the earth was taken away
from mankind by the flood : For the first grant was forfeited;
and God had never made another after that, till after the flood.
If the first covenant had not been broken, God never would
have drowned the world, and so have taken it away from man-
kind : For then the first grant made to mankind would have
stood good. But that was broken ; and so God after a while,
destroyed the earth, when the wickedness of man was great.
But after the flood, on Noah’s offering a sacrifice that repre-
sented the sacrifice of Christ, God in smelling a sweet savor,
or accepting that sacrifice, as it was a representation of the
true sacrifice of Christ, which is a sweet savor indeed to God,
he gives Noah a new grant of the earth, founded on that sac-
rifice of Christ, or that covenant of gra#te which is by that sac-
vifice of Christ, with a promise annexed, that now the earth
should no more be destroyed, till the consummation of all
things ; as you may see in Gen. viii. 20, 21, 22, and chap. ix.
1,2, 8,7. The reason why such a promise, that God would
no more destroy the earth, was added to this grant made to
Noah, and not to that made te Adam, was because this was
founded on the covenant of grace, of which Christ was the
surety, and therefore could not be broken. And therefore it
comes to pass new that though the wickedness of man has
dreadfully raged, and the earth has been filled with violence
and ‘wickedness thousands of times, and one age after another,
and much more dreadful and aggravated wickedness than the
world was full of before the flood, being against so much
greater light and mercy ; especially in these days of the gos+
pel: Yet God’s patience holds out ; God does not destoy the
earth ; his mercy and forbearance abidesaccording to his
Promise ; and his grant established with Noah and his SORS
G
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abides firm and good, being founded on the covenant of
grace.

IV. On this God renews with Noah and his sons the cove~
nant of grace, Gen. ix. 9, 10. « And I, behold, I establish my -
covenant with you, and with your seed after you, and with
every living creature that is with you,”” &c. ; ‘which was the
covenant of grace ; which even the brute creation have this
benefit of, that it shall never be destroyed again until the con-
summation of all things. When we have this expression in’
scripture, my covenant, it commonly is to be understood of
the covenant of grace. The manner of expression, ¢« I will
establish my covenant with you, and with your secd after you,””
shews plainly, that it was a covenant already in being, that had
been made already, and that Noah wonld understand what
covenant it was by that denomination, viz. the covenant of grace.

V. God’s disappointing the design of building the city and
tower of Babel. This work of God belongs to the great work-
of redemption. For that building was undertaken in opposi-
tion to this great building of God that we are speaking of.-
Men’s going about to build such a city and tower was af ef-
feet of the corruption that mankind were now soon fallen into.-
This city and tower was setup in opposition to the city of
God, as the God that they built it to, was their pride. Being
sunk into a disposition to forsake the true-God, the first
idol they set up in his room, was themselves, their own-
glory and fame. And as this city and tower had their foun-
dation_laid in the pride and vanity of men, and the haugh- -
tiness of their minds, so it was built on a foundation exceed~
ingly contrary to the nature of the foundation of the kingdorg
of Christ, and his redeemed city, which has its foundation lald
in humility.

Therefore God saw that it tended to frustrate the design of
that great building that was founded, not in the haughtiness of
men, but Christ’s blood ; and therefore the thing that they did

- displeased the .Lord, and he baffled and confounded the de-
sign, and did not suffer them to bring it te perfection ; as God
will frustrate and confound all other buildings, that are set up -
in opposition to the great building of the work of redemption..
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In the second chapter of Isaiah, where the prophet is fore-
qeling God’s setting up the kingdom of Christ in the world,
she foretells how God will, in order to it, bring down the
shaughtiness of men, and how the day of the Lord shall be on
every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, &c. Christ’s
kingdom is established, by bringing down every high thing to
make way forit, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. « For the weapons of our war-

. fare are mighty through God to the pulling down of strong

holds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
.exalteth itself against the knowledge of God.” What is done
in a particular soul, to make way for the setting up .of Carist’s
kingdom, is to destroy Babel in that soul.

They intended to have built Babel up to heaven. That
‘building that is the subject we are upon, is a building that is
intended to be built so high, that'its top shall reach to heaven
indéed, as ‘it will to the highest heavens at the end of the
wworld, when it shall be finished: And therefore God would not
suffer the building of his enemies, that they designed to build
up to heaven in opposition to it, to prosper. Ifthey had gone
.on and prospered in building that city and tower, it might have
kept the world of wicked men, the enemies of the church, to-
gether, as that was their design. ‘They might have remained
srnited in one vast, powerful city ; and so they might have
‘been too powerful for the city of God, and qmtc swallowed
it up.

This city of Babel is the same with the city of Babylon; for
Babylon in the originalis Babel. But Babylon was a city
that is always spoken of in scripture as chiefly opppsite to the
city of God. Babylon, and Jerusalem, or Zion, are often op-
posed to each other, both in the Old Testament and New.
This city was a powerful and terrible enemy to the city of
God afterwards, notwithstanding this great check put to the -
building of it in the beginning. But it might have been, and
probably would have been vastly more powerful, and able to
vex and destroy the church of’ God, if it had not been thus
checked.

Thus it was in kindness to his church in the world, and in
prosecution of the great design of redemption, that God pyt
& stop to the building of the city and tower of Babel.
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VI. The dispersing of the nations,and dividing the earth
among its inhabitants, immediately after God had caused the
building of Babel to cease. This was done so as most to suit
that great design of redemption. And particularly, God
therein had an eye to the future propagation of the gospel a-
.mong the nations. They were so placed, the bounds of their -
habitation so limited round about the land of Canaan, the
place laid out for the habitation of God’s people, as most suit-
ed the design of propagating the gospel among them : Deut.
xxxii. 8, ¢« When the Most High divided to the nations their
inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set
the bounds of the people according to the number of the
children of Israel.” Acts xvii. 26,27. ¢ And hath made
of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appoint-
ed, and the bounds of their habitation ; that.they should
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him.” The land of Canaan was the most conveniently situ-
ated of any place in the world for the purpose of spreading
.the light of the gospel thence among the nations in general,
The inhabited world was chiefly in the Roman empire in the
times immediately after Christ, which was in the countries
round about Jerusalem, and so properly situated for the pur-
pose of diffusing the light of the gospel among them from
that place. The devil seeing the advantage of this situation
of the nations for promoting the great work of redemption,
and the disadvantage of it with respect to the interests of his
kingdom, afterward led away many nations into the remotest
parts of the world, to that end, to get them out of the way of
the gospcl,  Thus he led some into America ; and others in-
to northern cold regions, that are almost inaccessible.
VI Another thing I would mention in this period, was

God’s preserving the true religionin the line from whichChrist '
was to proceed, when the world in general apostatized to idol-
atry, and.the church were in imminent danger of being swal-
Jowed upin the general corruption. Although God had lately
wrought so wonderfully for the deliverance of his church, and
had shewn so great mercy towards it, as for its sake even tp
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destroy all the rest of the world ; and although he had lately
renewed and established his covenant of grace with Noah and

- his sons ; yet so prone is the corrupt heart of man to depart

. from God, and to sink into the depths of wickedness, and so
prone to darkness, delusion, and idolatry, that the world soen
after the flood fell into gross idolatry ; so that before Abraham
the distemper was become almost universal. The earth was
become very corrupt at the time of the building of Babel;
and even God’s people themselves, even that line from which
Christ was to come, were corrupted in a measure with idola-
try : Josh. xxiv. 2. « Your fathers dwelt on the other side of
the flood in old time, even Terrah the father of Abraham, and
the father of Nahor ; and they served other gods.” The other
side of the flood means beyond the river Euphrates, where '
the ancestors of Abraham lived.

We are not to understand, that they were wholly drawn off
to idolatry, to forsake the true God. For God is said to be
the God of Nahor : Gen, xxxi. 53. * The God of Abraham,
and the God of Nahor, the God of zheir fasher, judge betwixt
us.” But they only partook in some measure of the general
and almost universal corruption of the times ; as Solomon was
in a measure infected with idolatrous corruption ; and as the
children of Isreal in'Egypt are said to serve other gods, though
yet there was the true church of God among them ; and as
there were images kept for a considerable time in the family
of Jacob ; the corruption being brought from Padan Aram,
whence he fetched his wives. '

This was the second time that the  church was almost
brought to nothing by the corruption and general defection of
the world from true religion. But still the true religion was
kept up in the family from which Christ was to proceed.
‘Which is another instance of God’s remarkably preserving
his church in a time of general deluge of wickedness ; and
~wherein, although the god of this werld raged, and had almost °
swallowed up God’s church, yet God did not suffer the gates

of hell to prevail against it.
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PART IIL -

From the Calling of Abraham to Moses.

1 PROCEED now to show how the work of redemption
was carried on through the third fieriod of the times of the
Old Testament, beginning with the calling of Abraham, and
extending to Moses. And here,

I. It pleased God now to separate that person of whom -
Christ was to come, from the rest of the world, that his
church might be upheld in his family and pesterity till Christ
should come ; as he did in calling Abraham out of his own
country, and from his kindred, to go into a distant country,
that God should show him, and bringing him first out of Ur
of the Chaldees to Charran, and then to the land of Canaan.

It was before observed, that the corruption of the world with
ddolatry was now become general ; mankind were almost
wholly overrun with idolatry : God therefore saw it necessa:
1y, in order to uphold true religion in the world, that there
should be a family separated from the rest of the world. It
proved to be high time to take this course, lest the church of
Christ should wholly be carried away with the apostacy. Fer
the church of God itself; that had been upheld in the line of
. Abraham’s ancestors, was alrcady considerably corrupted,
Abraham’s own country and kindted had meost of them fallen
_ off; and without some extraordinary interposition of Provis
dence, in all likelihood, in a generation or two more, the true
religion in this Jine would have becn extinct. And therefore
God saw it to be time to call Abraham, the person in whose
family he intended to uphold the true religion, out of his own
country, and from his kindred, to a far distant country, that
his- posterity might there remain a people separate from all
the rest of the world ; that so the true religion might be up-
held there, while all mankind besides were swallowed up in
Heathenism.

‘The land of the Chaldees, that Abraham was called to go
out of, was the country about Babel ; Babel, or Babylon was
the chicf city of the land of Chalde3. ~Learned men suppose,
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by what they gather from some of the most ancient accounts
«of things, that it was in this Jand that idolatry first began ; that
Babel and Chaldea weré the original and chief seat of the wor<
ship of idals, whence it spread into other nations. And
therefore the land of the Chaldeans, or the country of Baby-
lon, is in scripture called the land of graven images ; as you
may see, Jer. L. 35, together with verse 38..« A sword is up-
on the Chaldeans, saith the Lard, and upon the inhabitants of
Babylon, and upon her princes, and upon her wise men.......A
drought is upon her waters, and they shall be dried up; for it is
the Jand of graven images, and they are mad upon their idols.”
God calls Abraham ont of this idolatreus country, to a great
distance from it. And wher he came there, he gave him ne
inheritance in it, no not sp much as to set his foot on; but he
remained a stranger and a sojotirner, that he and his family
might be kept separate from all the world.

This was @ new thing ¢ God had never taken sué¢h a meth~
6d befare. His church had not in this manner been separated
from the restof the warld till now ; but were wont to dwell
with them, without .any bar or fence to keep them separate ;-
the mischievous consequences.of which had been found once
and again. The effect before the flood of God’s people living
Antermingled with the wicked world, without any remarkable
wall of separation, was, that the sons of the church joined in
Tnarriage with others, and thereby almost all soon became in-~
fected, and the church was almest brought to nothing. The
methad that God took then to fence the church was, to drown
the wicked world, and save the church in the ark. And fow
the world, before Abraham was called, was become corrupt
again. But now God took another method. He did not de-
-stroy the wicked werld, and save Abraham and his wife, and
Lot, in an ark ; but he calls the persons to go and live sepa-
vate from the rest of the world.

This was a new thing, and a great thing, that God did to-
ward the work of redemption. . This thing was done now
about the middle of the space of time between the fall of man
and the commg of Christ ; and there were about two thousand
years yet to come before Christ the great Redeemer was to
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come. But by this calling of Abraham, the ancestor of Christ,
a foundation was laid for the upholding the church of Christ
in the world, till Christ should come. For the world having
become idolatrous, there was a necessity that the seed of the
woman should be thus separated from the idolatrous world in
order to that.

And then it was needful that there should be a particular
nation separated from the rest of the world, to receive the
types and prophecies that were needful te be given of Christ,
to prepare the way for his coming; that to them might be com-
mitted the oracles of God ; and that by them the history of
God’s great works of creation and providence might be up-
held ; and that so Christ might be born of this nation; and that
from hence the light of the gospel might shine forth to the
rest of the world. These ends could not be well obtained, if
God’s people through all these two thousand years, had lived
intermixed with the Heathen world. So that this calling of
Abraham may be looked upon as a kind of a new foundation laid
for the visible church of God, in a more distinct and regular
state, to be upheld and built up on this foundation from hence-
forward, till Christ should actually come, and then through
him to be propagated to all nations. So that Abraham being
the person in whom this ‘foundation is laid, is represented in
scripture as though he were the father of all the church, the

" father of all them that believe ; as it were a root whence the
visible church thenceforward through Christ, Abraham’s root
and offspring, rose as a tree, distinct from all other plants ; of
which tree Christ was the branch of righteousness ; and from
which tree, after Christ came, the natural branches were brok-
en off, and the Gentiles were grafted into the same tree. So
that Abraham still remains the father of the church, or root of
the tree, through Christ his seed. It is the same tree that.
flourishes from that small beginning, that was in Abraham’s
time, and has in these days of the gospel spread its branches
over a great part of the earth, and will fill the whole earth in
‘due time, and at the end of the world shall be transplanted from,
an earthly soil into the paradise of God.
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" II. Theré accompanied this a more particular and full reves
1ation and confirmation of the covenant of grace than ever had
been before. There had before this been, as it were, two par-
ticular and solemn editions or confirmations of this covenant ;
one at the beginning of the first period, which was that where-
by the covenant of grace was revealed to our first parents; soon
after the fall ; the other at the beginning of the second period,
whereby God solemnly renewed the covenant of grace with
Noah and his fagﬁily soon after the flood ; and now there is a
third, at the beginning of the third period, at and after the
calling of Abraham. And it now being much nearer the time
of the coming of Christ than when the covenant of grace was’
first revealed, it being, as was' said before, about half way be-
tween the fall and the coming of Christ, the revelation of the
covenant now was much more full than any that had been be«
fore. The covenant $vas now more particularly revealed. It
was now revealed, not only that Christ should be ; but it was
revealed to Abraham, that he should be his seed ; and it was
now promised, that all the families of the earth should be
blessed in him. And God was much in the promises of this to
Abraham. The first promise was when he first called him,
Gen.xii. 2.« And I wxll make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and- make thy'name great and thou shalt be a
blessmg »  And again the same promise was renewed after he
came into the land of Canaan, chap. xiii. 14, &c. And the
covenant was again renewed after Abraham had returned from

‘the slaughter of the kings, chap. xv. 5, 6. And again, after

his offering up Isaac, chap. xxii. 16, 17, 18,

In this renewal of the covenant of grace with Abraham, sev-
eral particulars concerning that covenant were revealed more
fully than ever had been before ; not only that Christ was to
be of Abraham’s seed, but also, the calling of the Gentiles, and
the bringing all nations into the church, that all the families of
the earth were to. be blessed, was now made known. And
then the great condition of the covenant of grace, which is
faith, was now more fully made known. Gen.xv. 5, 6. ¢ And
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was counted unto him for nghteousnes&l

H
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Which is fauch taken notice of in tlie New Testament, as
that whence Abraham was calléd the father of themi that
believe. -

And as there was now a further revelation of the covenant
of grace, so there was a further confirmation of it by seals and
pledges, than ever had been before ; as, particularly, God did
riow institute a certain sacrament, to be a steady seal of this
covenant in the visible churel, till Christ should comie, viz,
circumcision. Cifcumcision was 4 seal of this covenant of
grace, as appears by the first institution, as we hdve dn account
of it in the 17th chapter of Geénesis. It thére appéars to be a
seal of that covenant by which God promised te make Abra-
ham a father of many nations, as appears by the 5th verse;
compared with the 9th and 10th vétses. And wéare express-
ly tauight, that it was a séal of the righteousness of fiith; Rom.
iv. 11. Speaking of Abrahain, the apostle says, «he receiv-
ed the sign of circiiincision, a seal of the rigliteousness of
faith.” - ’

As I observed before, God called Abraharn, that kis family
and posterity might be kept separate from the rest of thé
world, till Christ should comé, which God saw to be necessa-
¥y on the forementioned accounts. And this sacrament was
the principal wall of separation ; it chiefly distihguished Abra-
ham’s seed from the world, and kept up a distinction atid
separation more than any other particular observance whatso-
éver.

And bésides this, there were othei occasional seals, pledges;
and confirmations, that Abraham had of this covenant ; as,
particularly, God gave Abraham a remarkableé pledge of the
- fulfilment of the promise he had made him, in his victory over
Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him. Chedorlao-
mer seems to have been a great emperor, that reigned over a
great part of the world at that day; and though he had his
seat at Elam, which was not much if any thing short of a thou-
sand miles distant from the land of Canaan, yet he extended
his empite 80 as to reign over many parts of the land of
Canaan, as appears by chap. xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. It is sup-
posed by learned men, that he wasa king of the Assyri-
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an empire at that day, which had been before begun by Nim-
rod at Bahel. And as it was the ! honor of kmgs in these days
to bujld new citjes to he made the seat of their empire, as ap-
pears by Gen.x. 10, 11,12 ; s it is conjectyred, that he had
gone forth and built him a city in Elam, and made that his
seat ; and that thoge other kings, who came with him, were his
deputies in the several cities and countries where they reign-
ed. But yet as mighty an empire as he had,’and as great ap
army as he npow came with into the land where Abraham was,
yet Abraham, only with his trained servants, that were born in
his own house, couguered, subdued, and baffled this mlghty
emperor,and the kings that came with him, and all their army.
This l?e received of God as a pledge of what he had promised,
viz. the victory that Christ his seed should pbtain over the na-
tions of the earth, whereby he should possess the gates of his
enemies. It is plainly spoken of as such in the 41st of Isaiah.
In that chapter is foretold the future glorious victory the
church shall obtain gver the nations of the world ; as you may
see in the 1st, 10th, and 15th verses, &c. But here this victo-
ry of Abraham over such a great emperor and his mighty
forces, is spoken ofas a pledge and earnest of this victory of
the chyrch, as yoy may see in the 2d and 3d verses. « Who
raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his
foot, gaire the nations before him, and made him rule aver
kings ? He gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven
stybble to his bow. He pursued them, and passed safely ;.
even by the way that he had not gene with his feet.” '
Another remarkable confirmatign Abraham received of the
covenant of grace, was when he returned from the s}aughtei'
of the kings ; when Melchisedec the king of Salem, the priest
of the most high God, that great type of Christ, met him, and,
blessed him, and brought forth bread and wine. The bread’
and wine signified the same blessings of the covenant of
race, that the bread and wine does in the sacrament of the
iord’s supper.  So that as Abraham had a sea] of the cove-
nant in circumcjsion that was equivalent to baptism, sonow
he had 3 seal of it equivalent to the Lord’s supper. And
Melchisedec’s coming to megt him with such a ssal of the
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covenant of grace, on the occasion of this victory of his over
the kings of the north, confirms that that victory was a pledge
of God’s fulfilment of the same covenant ; for that is the mer-
cy that Melchisedec with his bread and wine takes notice of ;
as you 'may see by what he says in Gen. xiv. 19, 20.

Another confirmation that God gave Abraham of the cove-
nant of grace, was the vision that he had in the deep sleep
that fell upon him, of the smoking furnance, and burning
lamp, that passed between the parts of the sacrifice, as in the
latter part of the 15th chapter of Genesis. The sacrifice, as
all sacrifices do, signified the sacrifice of Christ. The smok-

. ing furnace that passed through the midst of that sacrifice
first, signified the sufferings of Christ. But the burning lamp
that followed, which shone with a clear bright light, signifies
the glory that followed Christ’s sufferings, and was procured
by them.

Another remarkable pledge that God gave Abraham of the
fulfilinent of the covenant. of grace, was his giving of the child
of whom Christ was to come, in his old age. Thisis spoken of
as such in scripture ; Heb. xi. 11, 12. and also Rom. iv. 18. &c,

Again, another remarkable pledge that God gave Abraham
of the fulfilment of the covenant of grace, was his delivering
Isaac, after he was laid upon the wood of the sacrifice to be
slain. This was a confirmation of Abraham’s faith in the
promise that God had made of Christ, that he should be of
Isaac’s posterity ; and was a representation of the resurrec-
tion of Christ ; as you may see, Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. And be-
cause this w3s given as a confirmation of the covenant of
grace, therefore God renewed that covenant with Abraham
on this occasion, as you may see, Gen. xxiv. 15. &c.

Thus you see how much more fully the covenant of grace
was revealed and confirmed in Abraham’s time than ever it
had been before ; by means of which, Abraham seems to have
had a more clear understanding and sight of Christ the great
Redeémer, and the future things that were to be accomplish~
ed by him, than any of the saints that had gone before. And
thevrefore Christ takes notice of it, that Abraham rejoiced to
sec his day, and he saw it, and was glad, John viii. 56. Saq
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‘great an advance did it please God now to make in this
building, which he had been carrying on from the beginning
of the world.

"III. The next thing that I would take notice of here, is
-God’s preserving the patriarchs for so long a time in the

midst of the wicked inhabitants of Canaan, and from all other
enemies. The patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were
those of whom Christ was to proceed ; and they were now
separated from the world, that in them his church might be
upheld. Therefore in preserving them, the great design of
redemption was upheld and carried on. 'He preserved them
and kept the inhabitants of the land where they sojourned
from destroying them ; which was a remarkable dispensation
of Providence. For the inhabitants of the land were at that

- day exceedingly wicked, though they grew more wicked af-

" terwards. ' This appears by Gen. xv.16. « In the fourth

generation they shall come hither again ; for the iniquity of

the Canaanites is not yet full :> As much as to say, Though
it be very great, yet it is not full. And their great wick-
edness also appears by Abraham and Isaac’s aversion to their
children marrying any of the daughters of the land.  Abra-
ham, when he was old could not be content till he had made
his servant swear that he would not take a wife for his sen of
the daughtersof the land. And Isaac and Rebecca were con-
tent to send away Jacob to so great a distance as Padan Aram,

1o take him a wife thence. And when Esau married some of

the daughters of the land, we are told, that they were a grief

of mind to Isaac and Rebecca.

Another argument of their great wickedness, was the in-
stances we havein Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Ze-
boim, which were some of the cities of Canaan, though they
were probably distinguishingly wicked.

And they being thus wicked, were likely to have the most
bitter enmity against these holy men ; agreeably to what was
" declared at first, ¢« I will put enmity between thee and the wo-
man, and between thy seed and her seed.” Their holy lives
were a continual condemnation of their wickedness. And be-
$ides, it could not be otherwise, but that they must be much

-
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ipreproving their wickedness, as we find Lot was in Sodom 3
who, we are told, vexed his righteous soul with their uplaw-
ful deeds, and was a preacher of righteousness to them.

. And they were the more exposed to them, heing strangers
and sojourners in the land, and having no inheritance there as
yet. Men are more apt to find fault with strangers, ang to be
irritated by any thing in them that offends them, asthey wers
with Lot in Sodom. He very gently reproved their wicked-
ness ; and they say upon it, « This fellow came in to sojourn,
and he will needs bea ruleranda judge ;” and threatened
what they would do to him.

But God wonderfully preserved Abraham and Lot, and
Isaac and Jacob, and their families, amongst them, though
they were few in number, and they might quickly have des-
troyed them ; which is taken notice of as a wonderful in-

- stance of God’s preserving mercy toward his church, Psal. cv.
~ 32. &c. ¢« When they were but a few men in number ; yes,

very few, and strangers in it. When they went from one
mation to anether, from one kingdom to another people. He
saffered no man to do them wrong ; yea, he reproved kings
for their sakes, saying, Touch noat mine anointed, and do my
propbets no harm.”

This preservation was, In some instances especially, very
remarkable ; those instances that we have an account of;
wherein the people of the land were greatly irritated and pro-
voked ; as they were by Simeon and Levi’s treatment of the
Shechemites, as you may see in Gen. xxxiv. 80. &c. God
then strangely preserved Jacob and his family, restraining the
provoked people by an unusual terror on their minds, as you
may see in Gen. xxxv. 5. “ And the terror of God was upon
the cities that were round about them, and they did nof pursue
after the sons of Jacob.” '

And God’s preserving them, not only from the Canaanites,
is here to be taken notice of, but his preserving them from all
others that intended mischief to them : As his preserving Ja-
cob and his company, when pursued by Laban, full of rage,
and a disposition to overtake him as ah enemy : God met him,

l
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and febukéd him, and daid to him, « Take heed that thow
speiik not to Jacob . either good of bad.” How wonderfully
&id he also preserve him frota Esau his brother, when he came
forth with an army, with afull design to citt him off ! How did
God, in answer to his prayér, when he wrestled with Christ
at Peniel, wonderfully turn Esau’s heart, and make him, ine
#tead of meting him as an enémy with slaughter and des«
tiuction, to méet him as 4 friend and brother, doing him no
harm !

Anid thus were this handful, this little root that had the
blessing of the Redeemer in it, preserved in the midst of ene+
tiiies and dangers ; whith was not unlike to the preserving
$he ark in the miidst of the tempestuous deluge.

IV. The next thiig I would mention is, the awful destruc-
tibhi of Sodom and Gomortah, and the neighbouring’ cities.
This tended to promote the great design and work that is the
#ubject of tay préedent undertaking, two ways. It did o, as it
tended powerfully to restrain the inhabitants 6f the land from
injiifing thoke holy strangers that God had brought to sojourn
amongst them. Lot was one of these strangers ; he came
ihto thie land with Abraham ; and Sodom was destroyed for
their abusivé disregard of Lot, the preacher of righteousness;
that God had sent among them. And their destructioncame
just upon (heir conitnitting a mobst injurious and abominable
insult ot Lot, and thé strangers thiat wer¢ come into his
" housé, even those angels, whomi they probably took to be
some of Lot’s fofmer acquaintance come from the country
that he camé frofi, to visit Kitn. They in a most outrageous
manneér beset Lot’s house, intehdinga monistrous abuse and
-act of violence on thiose strangérs thiit were comie thither, and
threatenihiz to seive Lot worse than them.

But in the midst of this, God shiote them with blindhess;
and the next morning the c¢ity aid the country about it was
overthrown in a riiost teriible storiii of fire and brimstone ;
which dreadful destmc(lon, as it wa¥ in'the sight of the rest of
thié inhabitants of the land, and therefore greatly tended to re-
strai them from huitihg those holy stranger's any more ; it
doubtless stiuck a diéad and teitor on their minds, and mads'
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them afraid to hurt them, and probably was one principal
means to restrain them, and preserve the patriarchs. And
when that redson is given why the inhabitants of the land did
not pursue after Jacob, when they were so provoked by the
destruction of the Shechemites, viz. ¢ that the terror of the
Lord was upon them,” it is very probable, that this was the
terror that was set home upon them. They remembered the
amazing destruction of Sodom, and the cities of the plain, that
came upon them upon their abusive treatment of Lot, and so
durst not hurt Jacob and his family, though they were so
much provoked to it. '
Another way that this awful destruction tended to promote
this great affair of redemption, was, that hereby God did re-
markably exhibit the terrors of his law, to make men sensible
of their need of redeeming mercy. The work of redemption
never was carried on without this. The law, from the begin-
ning, is made use of as a schoolmaster to bring men to Christ.
But under the Old Testament there was mich more need
of some extraordinary, visible, and sensible manifestation of
God’s wrath against sin, than in the days of the gospel ; since
a future state, and the eternal misery of hell, is more clearly
revealed, and since the awful justice of God against the sins of
men has been so wonderfully displayed in the sufferings of
Christ. And therefore the revelation that God gave of him-
self in those days, used to be accompanied with much more
terror than it is in these days of the gospel. So when God
appeared at Mount Sinai to give the law, it was with thunders
and lightnings, and a thick cloud, and the voice of the trum-
pet exceeding loud. But some external awful manifestations
" of God’s wrath against sin were on some accounts especially
necessary before the giving of the law : And therefore before
the flood, the terrors of the law handed down by tradition from
Adam served. Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years
himself, to tell the church of God’s awful threatenings de-
nounced in the covenant made with him, and how drcadful the
consequences of the fall were, as he was an eye witness and
subject ; and others that conversed with Adam, lived till the
flocd. . And the destruction of the world by the flood served
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toexhibit the terrors of the law, and manifest the wrath of
God against sin ; and so to make-men sensible of the abso-
lute necessity of redéeming mercy. And some that saw the
flood were alive in Abrahem’s time.

.But this was now ina great measure forgotten now there-
fore God was pleased agdin in a most amazing manner, to
show his wrath-against sin, n the destruction of these cities ; H
which was after such a‘manner as to be the liveliest image of
hell of any thinig that ever had been’; and therefore the apos-
tle Jude says, « They suffer the vengeance of eternal fire,”’
Jude 7. 'God rained storms of fire and brimstone upon them.
The way that they were destroyed probably was by thick
flashes of Hghtning. The streams of brimstone were so thick
as ‘to burn up all these cities ; so that they perished in the
flames of divine wrath. By this might be seen the dreadful
wrath of God against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, which tended te show men the necessity of redemp-
tion, and so to promote that great work.

V. God again renewed and confirmedthe covenant of
grace to Isaac and to Jacob. He did so to Isaac, as you may"
see, Gen. xxvi. 3, 4. % And I will perform the oath which
I sware unto Abraham thy father ; and I will make thy seed
to multiply as the stars of heaveny and will give unto thy seed
all these countries ; and in thy seed shall all the nations of

_ the earth be blessed.” And afterwards it was renewed and

‘copfirmed to Jacob ; first in Isaac’s blessing of him, wherein’

he acted and spoke by extraordinary divine direction. In

_ that blessing, the blessings of the covenant of grace were es-

tablished with Jacoh and his seed ; as Gen. xxvil. 29. '« Let
people serve thees and nations bow dewn to thee ; be lord over
thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee ¢
Cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he
that blesseth thee.” And therefore Esau, in missing of this
blessing, missed of being blessed as an heir of the benefits of
the covenant of grace. '

This covenant was again renewed and confirmed to Jacob at
Bethel, in his vision of the ladder that reached to heaven 3
which ladder ws a symbol of the way of salvation by Christ.

I o
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for the stone that Jacob rested on was a type of Christ, thé
stone of Israel, which the spiritual Israel or Jacob rests upon ;
as is evident, because this stone was on this occasion anointed,
and was made use of as an altar. But we know that Christ is
the anointed of God, and is the only true altar of God. While
Jacob was resting on this stone and saw this-ladder, God ap-
pears to him as his covenant God, and renews the covenant
of grace with him ; as in Gen. xxviii. 14. « And thy seed
shall be as the dust of the earth ; and thou shalt spread abroad
to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south;
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth
be blessed.” )

And Jacob had another remarkable confirmation of this
covenant at Penuel, where he wrestled with God, and prevail-
ed ; where Christ appeared to him in a human form, in the
form of that nature which he was afterwards to receive into
a personal union with his divine nature. '

And God renewed his covenant with him again, after he
was come out of Padan Aram,and was come up to Bethel, to
the stone that he had rested on, and where he had the vision
of the ladder ; as you may see in Gen. xxxv. 10, &c.

Thus the covenant of grace was now often renewed, much
oftener than it had been before. The light of the gospel now
began to shine much brighter as the time drew nearer that
Christ should come. ,

VI. The next thing I would observe, is God’s remarkably
preserving the family of which Christ was to proceed from
perishing by famine, by the instrumentality of Joseph. When .
there was a seven years famine approaching, God was pleas-
ed, by 4 wonderful providence, to send Joseph into Egypt,
there to provide for, and feed Jac¢ob and his family, and to
keep the holy seed alive, which otherwise would have perish-
cd. Joseph was sent into Egypt for that end, as he observes,
Gen. 1. 20. « But as for you ye thought evil against me ; but
:God meant it unto good, to save much people alive.” How
often had this holy root, that had the future branch of right-
cousness, the glorious Redeemer, in it, been in danger of be-
ing destroyed ! But God wonderfully preserved it.
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This salvation of the house of Israel by the hand of Joseph,
was upon some accounts very msch a resemblance of the sal-
vatian of Christ. The children of Israel were saved by Jo- -
seph their kinsman and brother, from perishing by famine ;
as he that saves the souls of the spiritual*Israel from spiritual
famine is their near kinsman, and one that is not ashamed to
call them brethren. Joseph was a hrother, that they had hat-

- ed, and sold, and as it were killed ; for they had designed to

kil him. So Christ is one that we paturally hate, and, by
our wicked lives, have sold far the vain things of the world,
and that by eur sina we have slain, Joseph was first in a state

- of humiliation ; he was a servant, as Christ appeared in the

form of a servant ; and then was cast into a dungeon, as Christ
descended inta the grave ; and then when he rose out of the
dungeon, he was in a state of great exaltation, at the king’s
right hand as his deputy, to reign over all his kingdom; to

- provide foad, to preserye life ; and being in this state of exalt«

ation,. he dispenses food to his brethren, and so gives them
life ; as Christ was exalted at God’s right hand to be a prince
and saviour to his brethren, and received gifts for men, even
far the rebellious, and them that hated, and bad seld him.
V1I. After this there was a prophecy given forth of Christ,
‘on some accounts, more particular than ever any had been be-
fore, even that which was in Jacob’s hlessing his son Judah.
This was more particular than ever any had been before, as
it showed of whose posterity he was to he. When God called
Abraham, it was revealed that he was to be of Abraham'’s
posterity. Before we have no account of any revelation con-
cerning Christ's pedigree, confined to- narrower limits than
the posterity of Noah : After this it was confined to still nar-
rower limits ; for though Abraham had many sons, yet it was
revealed, that Christ was to be of Isaac’s posterity. And then-
it was limited more still : For when Iszac had two sons, it was
revealed that Christ was to be of Israel’s posterity. And now,
though Israel had twelve sons, yet it is revealed that Christ
should be of Judah’s posterity : Christ is the lion of the tribe
of Judah. Respect is chiefly had to his great acts, when it is said
here, Gen. xlix, 8. « Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren
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shall pralse thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies ;
thy father’s children shall bow down before thee. Judahis ali-
on’s whelp ; from the prey, my son, thou art gone up : He
stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion ; who
shall rouse him up ?”” And then this prediction is more partic-
ular concerning the ume of Christ’s coming, than any had
been before ; asin ver. 10. « The sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come ; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”
The prophecy here; of the calling of the Gentiles, conse-
quent on Christ’s coming, seems to be more plain than any
had been before, in the expression, to kim shall the gathering
of the pieople be.
Thus you see how that gospel light which dawned immedi-
ately after the fall of man, gradually increases.
. VIII. The work of redemption was carried on in this pe-
riod, in God’s wonderfully preserving the children of Israel in
Egypt, when the power of Egypt was engaged utterly to des-
troy them. - They seemed to be wholly in the hands of the
Egyptians ; they were their servants, and were subject to the
power of Pharaoh : And Pharaoh set himself to weaken them
with hard bondage. And when he saw that did not do, he
set himself to extirpate the race of them, by commanding
that every male child should be drowned. But after all that
Pharaoh ‘co'uld do, God wonderfully preserved them ; and
not only so but increased them exceedingly ; so that instead
" of being extirpated, they greatly multiplied.
IX. Here is to be observed, not only the preservation of
the nation, but God’s wonderfully preserving and upholding
his invisible church in that nation, when in danger of being
overwhelmed in the idolatry of Egypt. The children of Is-
 rael being long among the Egyptians,.and being servants un-

der them, and so not under advantages to keep God’s ordi-
. nances among themselves, and maintain any public worship
or public instruction, whereby the true religion might be up-
held, and there being now no written word of God, they, by
slegrees, in a great measure, lost the true religion, and bor-
rowed the idolatry of Egypt; and the greater part of the
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people fell away to the worship of their gods. This we learn
by Ezek. xx. 6, 7, 8, and by chap. xxiii. 8.

. This now was the third time that God’s church was almost
swallowed up and carried away with the wickedness of the
world ; once before the flood ; the other time, before the
calling of Abraham ; and now the third time in Egypt. But
yet God did not suffer his church to be quite everwhelmed ;
he still saved it, like the ark in the flood, and as he saved Mo-
ses in the midst of the waters, in an ark of bulrushes, where
he was in the utmost danger of being swallowed up. The
true religion was still kept up with some, and God had still a
people among theny, even in this miserable, corrupt, and dark
time. The parents of Moses were true servants of God,
as we may learn by Heb. xi. 23. « By faith Moses, when he
was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they
saw that he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of
the king’s commandment.”

1 have now gone though the third period of the Old Testa-
ment time ; and have shown how the work of redemption was
. carried on from the calling of Abraham to Moses ; in which
e have seen many great things done towards this work, and ,
a great advancement of this building, beyond what had been
before. , *

D s )

PART 1V.

From Moses to David.

3 PROCEED to the fourtk period, which reaches from
Moses to David.....I would shew how the work of redemption
was carried on through this also.

1. The first thing that offers itself to be considered, is the
redemption of the church of God out of Egypt ; the most re-
markable of all the Old Testament redemptions of the church
of God, and that which was the greatest pledge and forerunner
of the future redemption of Christ, of any ; and is much more
insisted on i’ scripture than any other of those redemptions.
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And indeed it was the greatest type of Christ’s redemption of
any providential event whatsoever.  This redemption was by
JesusChrist, as is evident from this, that it was wreught by him
that appeared to Moses in the bush ; for that was the person
that sent Moses to redeem that people. But that was Christ,
asis evident, because he is called the angel of the Lord,
Exod. iii. 2, 3. The bush represented the human nature of
Christ, that is called the éranch. The bush grew on Mount
Sinai or Horeb, which is a word that signifies a dry place,
as the human nature of Christ was a root out of a dry. groynd.
The bush  burning with fire, represented the sufferings of
Christ, in the fire of God’s wrath. It burned and was not
‘consumed ; so Christ, though he suffered extremely, yet per<
ished not ; but overcame at last, and rose from his sufferings.
Because this great mystery of the incarnation and sufferings.
of Christ was here represented, therefore Moses says, « I
‘will turn aside and behold this great.sight.” A great sight
he might well call it, when there was represented, God mani-
fest in the flesh, and suffering a dreadful death, and rising
from the dead. '
This glorious Redeemer was he that redeemed the churchy
out of Egypt, Trom under the hand of Pharoah ; as Christ, by
his death and sufferings, redeemed his people from Satan, the
spiritual Pharaoh. He redeemed them from hard service
and cruel drudgery ; as Christ redeems his people from the
cruel slavery of sin and Satan. He redeemed them, as it is
said, from the iron furnace ; as Christ redeems his Church
from a furnace of fire and everlasting burnings. He redeem-

ed them with a strong hand and outstretched arm, and great - .

and terrible judgments on their enemies ; as Christ with
mighty power trinmphs over firincipalitics and powers, and
executes terrible judgments. on his church’s enemies, bruis-
ing the serpent’s head. He saved them, when others were
destroyed, by the sprinkling of the blood of the paschal lamb ;
as God’s church is saved from death by the sprinkling of the
blood of Christ, when the rest of the world is destroyed. God
brought forth the people sorely against the will of the Egyp-
tians, when they could not bear to let them go ; so Christ res-

.
.
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‘dies tiis people ot of the hands of the devil, sorely against his
will, wheh his proud heart cannot béar to be overcome.

In that redemption, Christ did not only redeem the people
from the Egyptians, but he redeemed them from the devils,
the gods of Egypt ; for before, they had been in a state of ser-
vitude to the gods of Egypt, as well as to the men. And
Christ, the seed of the woman, did now, in a very remarkable
manner, fulfil the curse on the serpent, in bruising his head 3
Exod. xii. 12. « For I will pass through the land of Egypt
this nighit, and will smite all the first born in the land of Egypt,
‘both man and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt will I
execute judgment.” Hell was as much and more engaged in
that affair, than Egypt was. The pride and cruelty of Satan,
that old serpént, was more concerned in it than Pharoah’s.
He did his utmost against the people, and to his utmost op-
posed their redemption. But it is said, that when God re-
deemed his people out of Egypt, he broke the heads of the
dragons in the waters, and broke the head of leviathan in piec-
©s, and gave him tp bé meat for the people inhabiting the wil-
derness, Psal. Ixxiv. 12, 13, 14. God forced their enemies to
Yet them go, that they might serve him ; as also Zacharias ob-
serves with respect to the church under the gospel, Luke i.
74, 75.

The people of Israel went out with an high hand, and Christ
went before them in a pillar of cloud and fire. There was'a
glorious trfiumph over earth and hell in that deliverance. And
when Pharaoh and his hosts, and Satan by them, pursued the
people, Christ overthrew them in the Red sea; the Lord
triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his tider he cast into the
sen, and there they slept their last sleep, and never followed
the children of Israel any more ; as all Christ’s enemies are
overthrown in his bleod, which by its abundant sufficiency, and
the greatness of the sufferings with which it was shed, may \
well be represented by a sea. The Red sea did represent
Christ’s blood, as is evident, because the apostle compares
the children of Israel’s passage through the Red sea to bap-
tism, 1 Cor. x. 1,2. But we all know that the water of bap-
fism represents Christ’s blood.
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Fhus Christ, the angel of God’s presence, in his love and
hxs pity redeemed his people, and carried them in the days of
old as on eagles wings, so that none of their proud and spiteful
enemies, neither Egyptians nor devils, could touch them.

. This was quite a new thing that God did towards this great

work of redemption. God never had done any thing like it

before ; Deut. iv. 32,33, 34. This was a great advancement
of the work of redemption, that had been begun and carried
on from the fall of man ; a great step taken in divine provi
dence towards a preparation for Christ’s coming into the
world, and working out his great and eternal redemption : For
this was the people of whom Christ was te come. And now

we may see how that plant flourished that God had planted in
Abraham. Though the family of which Christ was to come,
had been in a degree separated from the rest of the world be-

fore, in the calling of Abraham ; yet that separation that was
then made, appeared not to be sufficient, without further sep-
aration. For though by that separation, they were kept as
strangers and sojourners, kept from being united with other
people in the same political societies ; yet they remained
mixed among them, by which means, as it had proved, they
had been in danger of wholly losing the true religion, and of
being overrun with the idolatry of their nelghbors God now,
therefore, by this redemption, separated ‘them as a nation
from all other nations, to subsist by themselves i in their own
political and ecclesiastical state, without havmg any concern
with the Heathen nations, that they might so be kept separate
till Christ should come : And so that the church of Christ

might be upheld, and might keep the oracles of God, till that

time ; that in them might be kept up those types and prophed

cies of Christ, and those hxstones, and other divine previous

instructions, that were necessary ‘to prepare the way for

Christ’s coming.

II. As this people were separated to be God’s peculmr peo-
Ple, soall other people upon the face of the whole earth were
wholly rejected and given over to Heathenism. This, so far

as the providence of God was ' concerned in it, belongs to the '

+ great affair of redemption that we are upon, and was omne
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thing that God ordered in his providence to prepare tMe way
for Christ’s coming, and the great salvation he was to accom+
plish in the world ; for it was only to prepare the way for the
more glorious and signal victory and triumph of Chtist’s pows
er and grace over the wicked and miserable world, and that
Christ’s salvation of the world of mankind might become the
more sénsible. This is the account the scripture itself gives
us of the matter, Rom: xi. 30, 31, 32. The apostle there .
speakitig to the Gentiles that had formerly been Heathens,
says, ¢ As ye in times past have not believed God, yet have
now obtainéd imércy through their unbelief; even so -have
these also now not believed, that through your mercy they al-
80 may obtain mercy: For God hath concluded them all in
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.”” 7. e, It was the
will of God, that the whole world, Jews and Gentiles, should
be concluded in visible and professed unbelief, that so God’s .
mercy and Christ’s salvation towards them all might be visi-
ble and sensibles  For the apostle is not speaking only of that
unbelief that is natural to all God’s professing people as well
as others, but that which appears, and is visible ; such as the
Jews fell into, when they openly rejected Christ, and ceased
to be a professing people. The apostle observes, how that
first the Gentiles, even the Gentile nations, were included in
u professed unbelief and open opposition to the true religion,
before Christ catne, to prepare the way for the calling of the
Gentiles, which. was soon after Christ came, that God’s mer-
¢y might be the more visible to them ; and that the Jews
were rejected, and apostatized from the visible church, to pre-
pare the way faor the calling of the Jews, which shall be in the
latter days: So that it may be seen of all nations, Jews and
Gentiles, that they are visibly redeemed by Christ, from be-

ing visibly aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, without
hope, and without God in the world.

We cannot determine precisely at what time the apos-
tacy of the Gentile nations from -the true God, or their
being copcluded in visible unbelief, became universal. Their
falling away was a gradual thing, as we observed before. It
was general in Abraham’s time, but not universal : For then

K
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we find Melchisedec, one of the kings of Canaan, was priest
of the most lugh God: And after this the true religion was.
kept ap for a while among some of the rest of Abraham’s pos~
terity, besides the family of Jacob ; and also in some of the
posterity of Naher, as we have instances of, in Job, and.
his three friends, and Elihu. The land of Uz, where Job !
Yivéd, was a land possessed by the postérity of Uz, or Huz, the
son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, of whom wé read, Gen«
xxii. 2}. Bildad the Shuhite was of the offspring of Shuah,
Abraham’s son by Keturah, Gen. xxv. 1, 2 ; and Elihu the
Buzite, was of Buz the son of Nahor, the brother of Abraham.
So the true religion lasted among somé other peeple, besides
the Israclites, a while after Abraham. Butit did not last
‘long ; and it is probable that the time of their total rejection,
and giving up to idolatry, was about the time when God separ-
ated the children of Israel from Egypt to-serve him ; for they
are often put in mind on that occasion, that God had now sep-
arated them to be his peculiar people ; or te be distinguished
from all other people upon earth, to be his people alone : To
be his pertien, when others were rejected. This seems tor
hold ferth thus much to us, that God now chose thém in such
a manner, that this visible choice of them was accompanied.
with a visible rejection of all other nations in the world 5 that
God visibly came, and took up his residence with them, s
forsaking all other nations.

.And so, as the first calling of the Gentiles after Chmst
came, was accompanied with a rejéction of the Jews ; so the:
first calling of the Jews to be God’s people, when they were -
called out of Egypt, was aeeompamed with a rejeetwn of the *
Gentiles.

Thus all the Gentile nations throughout the whole world,
all nations, but only the Israelites, and thqse that embodied
themselves with them, were left and given up to idolatry 5
and so continued a great many ages, even frem this time till
Christ came, which was about fifteen hundred years. They -
were concluded so long a time in unbelief, that there might.’
be a thorough proof of the necessity of a Saviour ; that ‘it
might appear by so long a trial, past all contradiction, that
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mankind were utterly insufficient to deliver themselves from
that gross darkness and misery, and subjection to the deyil,
that they had fallen under ; that it might appear that all the
wisdom of the philosophers, and the wisest men that the Hea-
then had amang them, could not deliver them from their dark~

- mness, for the greater glory to Jesus Christ,. who, when he
- came, enlightened and defivered them by his glorious gospel.

Herein the wonderful wisdom of God appeared, in thus pre-
wparing the way for Christ’s redemption. This the scripture
teaches us, as in 1 Cor. i. 21. « For after that, ih the wisdom
of God, the world by wisdom knew not-God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”
Here I might consider as another work of God, whereby
the general work of redemption was carried on, that wonder-
ful deliverance which he wrought for the children of Israel
at the Red Sea, when they were pursued by the hosts of the
Egyptians, and wére just ready to be swallowed up by them,
there being, to human appearance, no possibility of an escape.
But as this may be referred to their redemption out of Egypt,
and cohsidered as a part of that more gencral work, 1 shall not

Aurther enlarge upon it.
1II. The next thing that I shall take nouce of here, that

- yvas done towards the work of redemiption, is God’s giving the

moral Jaw in so awful a manner at Mount Sinai. This was
ancther ew thing that God did, a new step taken in this great
affair. Deut. jv. 33. ¢ Did ever a people hear the voice of
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard,
and live?” And it was a great thing that God did towards this
awork, and that whether we consider it as delivered as a new
exhibition of the covenant of works, or given as a rule of life,

The covenant of works was here exhjbited to be as a school-
master to lead to Christ, not enly for the use of that nation in
the ages of the Old Testament, but for the use of God’s
church throughout all ages of the world ; as an instrument
-that the great Redeemer makes use of to convince men of
their sin and misery, and helpless state, and of God’s awful and
‘tremendous majesty and justice as a lawgiver, and so to make
ymen sensjble of the necessity of Christ as a Saviour. Thg
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work of redemption, in its saving effect on men’s souls, in
all the progress of it to the end of it, is not carried on without
the use of this law that was now delivered at Sinai.

It was given in an awful manner, with a terrible voice, ex-
ceedingly loud and awful, so that all the people that were in
the camp trembled ; and Moses himself, though so intimate
a friend of God, yet said, I exceedingly fear and quake ; the
voice being accompanied with thunders and lightnings, the
mountain burning with fire to the midst of heaven, and the
earth itself shaking and trembling ; to make all sensible how
great that authority, power, and justice was, that stood engag-
ed to exact the fulfilment of this law, and to see it fully exe-
cuted ; and how strictly God would require the fulfilment ;
and how terrible his wrath would be against every breaker of
it ; that men being sensible of these things, might have a
thorough trial of themselves, and might prove their own

hearts, and know how impossible it is for them to have salva-’

tion by the works of the law, and might see the absolute neces~
sity they stood in of a mediator.

If we regard this law now given at Mount Sinai, not as the
covenant of works, but as a rule of life ; so it is made use of
by the Redeemer, from that time to the end of the world, as a
-directory to his people, to show them the way in which they
- must walk as they would go to heaven : For a way of sincere

and universal obedience to this law is the narrow way that
leads to life,
1V. The next thing that is observable in this period, was
God’s giving the typical law, in which I suppose to be includ-
ed most or all those precepts that were given by Moses, that
did not properly belong to the moral law ; not only those laws
that are commonly called ceremonial, in distinction from judi-
cial laws, which are the laws prescribing the ceremonies and
circumstances of the Jewish worship, and their ecclesiastical
state ; but also many, if not all those divine laws that were

political, and for regulating the Jewish commonwealth, com-

‘monly called judicial laws ; these were at best many of them
typical. The giving this typical law was another great thing
that God djd in this period, tending to build up this glorious
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structure of redemption that God had been carrying on from
the beginning of the world. There had been many typical
events of Providence before, that represented Christ and his
redemption, and some typical ordinances, as particularly those
two of sacrifices and circumcision : But now, instead of repre~
senting the great Redeemer in a few institutions, God gives
Yorth a law full of nothing else but various and innumerable
typical represéntations of good things to come, by which that
nation were directed how, every year, month, and day, in their
religious actions, and in their conduct of themselves, in all
that appertained to their eccleslastical and civil state, to show
forth something of Christ ; one observance showing one thing,
exhibiting one doctrine, or one benefit; another, another ; so
that the whole nation by this law was, as it were, constituted
in a typical state. Thus the gospel was abundansly held forth
to that nation; so that there is scarce any doctrine of it, but
is particularly taught and exhibited by some observance of this
Jaw ; though it was in shadows, and under a vail, as Moses put
a vail on his face when it shone.

To this typical law belong all the precepts that relate to
duilding the tabernacle that was set.up in the wxldemems, and
all the form, cxrcumstances, and utensils of it.

V. About this time was given to God’s church the first

‘written word of God that ever was enjoyed by God’s people.
‘This was another great thing done towards the affair of "re-
demption, a newand glorious advantement of the building,.
Not far from this time, was the beginning of the great written
rule, which God has given for the regulation of the faith, wor-
ship and practice of his church in all ages henceforward to the
end of the world ; which rule grew, and was added to from
that time, for many ages, till it was finished, and the canon
of scripture completed by the Apostle John. It is not very
material, whether the first written word that ever was, was the
ten commandments, written on the tables of stone with the
finger of God, or the book of Job ; and whether the book of
Job was written by Moses, as some suppose, or by Elihu, as
sthers. If it was written by Elihu, it was written before this
period that we are ngw upen ; but yet could not be far from it,
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as appears by considering whose posterity the persons were
that are spoken of in it, together with Jéb’s great ape, ‘that
wis past before this was written.

The writien word of God is the tmain instrumént Christ
‘has made use of to carry on his work of redemption in all ages
since it was given. There was a necessity now of the word
of God’s being committed to writing, for a stéady rule to
God’s church. Before thié,’the church had the word of God
by tradition, either by immediate tradition from eminent men
‘that were inspired, that were then livihg, (for it was a com-
wmon thing in those days, before there was a written word, for
God to reveal himself immeédiately to eminent perscns, as
" appears by the book of Job, and many other things that might

be mentioned, in the book of Genesis) or else they had it by

tradition from former generations, ‘which might be had with
tolerable certainty in ages preceding this, by reason af the long
lives of men. Noah might converse with Adam, and receive
traditions from him ; and Noah lived till about Abraham’s

time : And the sons of Jacob lived a considerable time to de--

Yver the revelations made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to
‘their posterity in Egypt.  But the distance from the begin-
ning of things was becomé so great, and the lives of men be-
:coine 5o short, being brought down to the present standard
about Moses's time, and God having now séparated a nation
4u be a peculiar people, partly for that end to be the keepers
of thé otacles of God ; God saw it t6 be a needful and conve-
nient time now to commit his word ‘to writing, to remain
henceforward for a steady rule throughout all ages. And
therefore, besides the book of Job, Christ wrote the ten come
maitidments on tables of stone, with his own finger ; and after
this the whole law, as containljig the substance of the five
books of Moses, was by God’s special command committed
to writing which was calted tke book of the low, and was laid
up in the tabernacle, to be kept there for the use of the
church ; &s you may see, Deut. xxxi. 24, 25, 26.

VI. God was pleased now wonderfully to represent the
progress of his redeemed church through the world to their
eternal inheritance, by the journey of the children of Isrsel
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through the wildernesss, from Egypt to Cabaan, Here all
the various steps of the redemption of the church by Christ-
were represented, from the beginning to its consummation in
glory. - The state they are redeemed from is represented by -
Egypt, and their bondage there, which they left. The pur-~
chase of their redemption was represented by the sacrifice of.
the paschal lamb, which was offered up that night that God
slew all the first born of Egypt. Fhe beginning of the appli~
catioh of the redemption of Christ’s church in their conver-
sion, was represented by Israel’s going out of Egypt, and
passing through the Red sea in so extraordinary and miracu-
lous .a manner. The travel of the church through this evil
ivorld, and the various changes through which the church
passes, in the different stages of it, were rcpreswted by the
journey of the Israelites through the wilderness. The man~
ner of their being conducted by Christ, was represented by
the Israelites being led by the pillar of cloud by day, and the
pillar of fire by night. The manner of the church’s being
supported in their progress, and supplied from the beginning
to the end of it, with spiritual food, and continual daily com-
munications from God, was represented by God’s supply-
ing the children of Israel with bread, or manna, from heaven,
and water out of the rock. The dangers that the saints must
meet with in their course through the world, were represent-
ed by the fiery flying serpents which the children of Israel
met with in the wildérness. The conflicts the church has
with her enemies, were represented by their battle with the
Amalekites, and others they met with there. And so innu-
merable other things might be mentioned, wherein the things
they met with were lively images of things which the church
and saints meet with in all ages of the world. That these
things are typical of things that pertain to the Christian church
is manifest from 1 Cor. x. 11. « Now all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples, and they were written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.¥
Here the apostle is speaking of those very things which we
have now mentioned, and he says expressly, that they hap-~
pencd unto them for tyfiee ; 30 it is in-the original.
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VII. Another thing here must not be omitted, which was
a great and remarkable dispensation of Providence, respecting
the whole world of mankind, which was finished in this peri-
od ; and that was the shortening the days of man’s life, where~
by it was brought down from being between nine hundred and
a thousand years, to be but about seventy or eighty. The
life of man began to be shortened immediately after the floed #
It was brought down the first generation to #ix hundred
years ; and the next to between four and five hundred years 3
and so the life of man gradually grew shorter and shorter,
till abotit the time of the great mortality that was in the con-
gregation of Israel, after they had murmured at the report of
the spies, and their carcases fell in the wilderness, whereby
all the men of war died ; and then the life of man was reduc«
ed to its present standard, as Moses observes in that Psalm
that he wrote on occasion of that mortality : Psal. xc. 10.
« The days of our years are threescore years and ten ; and if
by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their
strength labor and sorrow : Forit is soon cut off, and we fly
‘wayt’,

This great disperisation of God tended to promote the
grand design of the redemption of Christ. Man’s life being
cut so very short in this world, tended to prepare the way for:
poor, mortal, short lived men, the more joyfully to entertain
the glad tidings of everlasting life in another world, that are
brought to light by the gospel ; and more readily to embrace
& Saviour, that purchases and offers such a blessing.: If men’s
lives were still commionly about nine hundred years, how '
much less would they have to move them to regard the prof-
fers of a future life ; how much greater temptation would
they have to test in the things of this world, they being of such
long continuarice, and to neglect any other life but this ? This
probably contributed greatly to the wickedness of the antedi~
luvians. But now how much greater motives have men to
seck redemptiony and a better life than this, by the great Re«
deemer, since the life of man is not one twelfth part of what
it used to be, and men now universally die at the age when
men formerly used to be but as it were settigg out in the
world ?
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- VHI. Thessme weirk wes. cuizhed o in pricserving. dhit
people, of whom Chsist was tis come, fions tetally perishing
inthe wilderness, by -a comatant mitable of farty yoara consine
usnce. * J obsesved before many timaes, how God preserved
thoss of whem the Redeerser was to procned in a vary wens
derfygl manwer ; -ss he preserved Noaah amd bis family from
the flood ; and as he proserved Abrakam, Imae, apd Jacoby
with their families, from the wioked mhabitants of Casnany
andae he preserved Jaoch and his family from perishing by
_the famine, by Josephin Egypt. But this presarvation of she
children of Jarwel f61 00 lomg a time In the wikicrness, Wed
on some accounts miore semarkable than any of thom ; fhr it
wis by & continual miracle of so long duration. There wagy
. a8 may be fairly compuped, at first two millions of anuls in thas
eongregation; that qoald not subsist any better witheus meat
and drink than other men. But if this had been withhaldy
they must all have perished, every man, woman, and childy
in less than one month’s time, so that théne would not have
heen one of them leff.  But yet this ypst multitudg subsisted
for forty years tegether, in a dey, byrmren wildeeness, withous
sowing or reaping, or tilling sy land, having thejr hroad deily
mimed dewn to them out of heuven, and being fumished with
water to satisfy them a}i, oyt of a rogk ; and the same clotbos
with which they came out of Egypt, lasting withont wearing
out ail that ime. - Never was any jmstancs like this of s pa-
tion’s being g6 ypheld for so long s time tegether. Thus
God upheld his church by a continuel miracle, and kept alive
that people in whom was the blessing, the promisod soed, and
great Redeemer of the wordd. :
IX. Geod was pleased, in this time of the children of Ies
rwel's being in the wilderness, to give a further rovelation of
Chyist the Redeemer in the predictions of him, than had been
bofore. ‘Here are three prophecles given at this time that I
would take notice of. The first is that of Balaam, Numb.
xxiv. 1¥,°18, 19. «1shall sec him but not how; 1 shall be-
‘hold Yim, but not nigh : There shall come a Ster ocut of Ja-
eub, and a Sceptre shall rise ont of 1srael, and shall emite ¢he
qorners of Mosb, and destroy 3l the children of Sheth. And
L : .
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Edom- shall be a possedsion, Seir also shall be a possession
for his enemiesy'and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacab
shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy
him.that reimainéth of the.city.”” - This is a plainer prophecy
of Christ, especially with-regard to his kingly office,.than any
shat had beén.before. . But we have anether, ;that.God gave
by-Moses, that is . plainer still,. especially with regard to his-
propheﬁcal office, in Deut. xviii. 18, &c. < I will raise them up -
a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will
put imy words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all
that I command him,” &c. This is a plaiher prophecy of
Christ than any that had been before, in this respect, that all
the prophecies.that had beer before of Christ, were in figura-
- tive, mystical language. The first prophecy was so, That the
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head. The
promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, « That in their
seed all the fimilies of the earth should be blessed,” were also
mystical ; which prophecy is not so particular, becduse the
expression, thy sced, is general, and not plainly limited to any
particular person.  The prophecy of Jacob.in blessing Judaliy
Gen. xlix: 3; isin mystical language ; and so is that of Ba-
Taam, which speaks of Christ under the figurative expression
of astar. Butthisis a plain prophecy, without being veiled
in any mystical language atall.

There are several things contained i this pmpheey of
Christ. Here is his mediatorial office in general; ver. 16.
Here it is revealed how he should be .a persori to stand be-
tween them and God, that was so terrible a being, a being of
such awful majesty, holiness, and justice, that they could not
have intercourse with him immediately, without a mediator
to stand between them ; because, if they came to sucha
dreadfu] sin revenging God immediately, they should die ;
God would prove a consuming fire to them. And then here is
a particular revelation of Christ with respect to his prophetical
office : « I will raise them up a prophet from among their
brethren like unto thee,” &c. And further, it is revealed
what kind of a prophet he should be, a prophet like Moses,
who was the head and leader of all the people, and who under,
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God, had been their redeéemer, to.Lrifig them o4t of the house
of bondage, was; as it were, their shepherd, By whom God lee
them through the Red Sea and wilderness; and'was ‘an inten
~ cessor for them with God, dnd was both a prophet and a king
in the congregation; for Moses had the ‘powet - of ‘a’ king
among them. - It issafd of him, Deut: kxxili. 3, he was king
in Jeshutun, and he was the prophet by whom God as it were
built up his church; and delivered his’ mstructmns of worship
Thus Christ was to be a prophet like unto Mobses';' so 'that
this is both the plainest ‘and fullest- phophécy' of Christ’ that
¢ver had been from the begitining of the world to this tfme.

" 'THe next prophecy ‘that T shall take: notice of, respects oris.
1y the: calﬁngof the Gentiles, which should be after Chriét’s
commg, of which God gave ‘avery plain prophiecy by Mofes
in the wilderness, Deut. xxxii. 21, Here is a very plain proph-
ccy of the rejection of ‘the’ Jews, and “calling ‘the Gentiles:
They moved God to jealousy, by that which was not a god,
by casting him off, and taking’ other gods, that were no6 gods)
in‘his room.  “80’ God declares that'lie will nove them to
jea‘lausy in the fike manner; by castmg' them offy and taking
“other: people, that had not been his pcople, in’ their room.
“The Apostle il"aul takes nouce of this prophecy, as foretenmg
‘the calling of the Gentiles, in Romans x. 19, 20. « But I say,
‘&d not Israel know ? First, Moses smth, I will provoKe ydu
to Jealousy by thcm that are no people, aid by a foolish nation
T will anger you." But Essias is very "bold, and’ saith, I was
found of them that sought me not ‘I was made manifcst to
them that asked hot after meX .

" Thus you see how tle ﬁght of the ‘gospel; which ﬁrst bé
gan to dawn and ghmmer 1mmedla'te'ly aftcr the fall, gradua&-
Iy increases the nearer we come to Chirist’s time o

- X."Another. thing by which God camed on this ‘work in
ﬂus time, was a remarkafife pouﬁng out of his spirit on the
young generation’ in t‘hc w’xldemess The generation that
‘wis grown up when™ thcy came out of "Egypt, from twenty
‘years old dnd upward, was a very froward and perverse genera-
“thon. They were tainted with the idolatry and wickedness of
Egypt, and- were not weaned from'it, as the Prophet Ezekiel
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takes notice, Eaek. xx. 6 7; 8. Heace they made the golden
ealf in imitation of the idolatry of Egypt, that was wont to
worehip a bull or. an ox j and therefore cattle are called ke
abomination qf the Egyptians, i.c. theiriol. This genoration

God was exceeding apgry with, and swore in his wrath, that

they should not eater inte fis rest. But the younger genere-

tion were Dot so; the peneration that were under twenty
years old when they came out of Egypt, and those that were
born in the wilderness, ths generation spaken of, Numb. xiv.
3L, .«.But your little ones, whom ye said should be a prey,
them will 1 briag in; and they shall know the land that yo
have despised.” Thuwuthegmouupnmthwhomtho
covenant was fencweds a8 we have an account in Reuterono-
my,-and that entered into the land of Canpan. This genera-
tien God was pleased to meke a generation to his praise, and
they were eminent for piety ; as appears by many things said
in scripture aboyt them, as, particularly, Jer. ii. 2, 3. « Ire-
member theg, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine
gsponsals, when thou weatest after me in the wilderness, in a
land that was not sown. Isracl was holiness o the Lord, and
the first fruits of his increase.” Here the generation that

went after God in the wilderness, is spoken of with very high

commendations, as eminent for holiness : « Israel was holie

" ness to the Lord, and the first {ruits of his increase.”” And

their love to God is spoken of as d:sungmahed. like the love of
-a bride at her espousals The going after God in the wﬂdeb
ness that is here spoken of, is not the going of the children of
Israel out of Egypt into the wilderness of Sinai, but their fol-
lowing God through that dreadful wilderness, that the congre-
gation long wandered in, after they went back from Kadesh
Barnea, which is spoken of Deut. viii. 15. « Who led thee
through the great and terrible wilderndss, wherein were fiery
serpents and soorpions, and drought, where there was no
water.” Though this generetion bad a much greater trial
than the generation of their fathers had before they came to

Kadesh Barnea, yet they never murmured against God inany

wise, a6 their fathers had dane : But their trials bad a contrary
offcct upon them, to awaken them, convince, and humbip
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them, and &t thean for greatnerey. - They were awskened by
those awfal judgments of God that be infictod on theit-Sh-
ers, whereby their cavcases foll i tive wildernees, And God
poured out his spivit with' these awakening providerees to-
wards their fithers, anfl their -owm travel in the wildemess,
and the werd preached to them by Moses; wheveby they
were greatly awakened, and mude to sse the: basiness of thelr
own hearts, aad were humbled, smd at longth: mwitinades of
them savingly chnverted } a8 Deut, vili. 3, 3. And thou -
shalt, remember the way which the Lord thy God led: thes
these forty years in the ilderness, to hamble.thee, and tp
prove thee, to know wheit. 'was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldst keep his commmandments, or no.” Aad e humblsd
thee;” #c. - And, verse 15. ¢ Whe led thee thaough that
great ahd terfible wildernass. ...... that be might hwioble thet,
and that he ‘might prove-tite, todo thee gadd ot thy latter
"end. And therefore it is saidy Hes, stiti. 5. 4 I«di kaow thee
fn the wilderness, in'the and of groat deonght.” Gad sityred
deem, and brought them ints thet wiltdemneiss, amd-spake coms-
fortably tothém, as it 'wis forctold: sht kﬁwﬁdd&bﬁﬂ-
wards, Hos. #i. 1¢.

Those mmmsummcmdhtbm
gation after sheir turning back frosn’ Kadesh Barbea, in the
‘matter of Korih, and the mater of Peor, wers ichibiy on the
vid generetion, whom God cohsuzred in the wrildarness.
Thase rebellions were ickiafly among the cldens of the-congre-
gation, who were of the elder geperation that'Geoxd bad given
up to their hearts’ lust ; aml they walkied in their owa coun-
sels, snd God was grieved mththurmners Wyoas in
dhic wildertess.

mmwmmn weneemnem fq-ﬁety,
appears by all their history. The former gemerition were
wicked snd were followed with ctrses ; but this 'was holy, and
whnderful bltssings followed them. God did great things for
themn ; &e fought Jor them; and gave them the possessipn of
Canean. A it-is Goll’s mamer, 'when he hath very groat
fecreies 40 bestyw on & visible people, first, to fit themn for
thew, aad thente bestow them-on them. 8o it was here:
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“hey believed in God, and by'fiith ovarcame Sihon and Og;
and the giants of Canaan ; and are commended for cleaving to
the Lord : Josh. xxiti. 8. % Joshua says unto them; Cleave
unto the Lord, as ye have done unto this day.” And so Israel
did all the' wiille that generation lived. - But when Joshua and
“all that' generation were dead, there arose another generation
that knew not 'the Lord.: This pious generation showed &
leudable and férvent zeal for God on several occasions ; on ocs
'&aston of Achén’s sin ; but especially when they suspected the
“4Wo tiibes ‘ard - a half had - set up an -altar in opposition to the
dltae of burnt offering. There never'was any generation of
Isrde! thit s¢ much’ good-and so little evil is mentioned of, as
‘this-generdtion.. It is further observable, that in the time of
‘this generation was the second ‘general circumecision, whereby
the reproach of Israel was fully rolled away, and they became
pute ;' ahd when afterwards they were ‘polluted by Aclﬁan,
they purged thtmselves again.
+Fhe 'mén of the former generation being dead, and God
aving. sayictied this: younger ‘generation to himself, he sob
emhiyvendwed his cosenant with them, as we have a particu-
lar account in the 29th chapter of Deuteronomy. . We find
.-that sach . solémm. renovations of the covenaint commonly ac-
wompanied any remarkable pouring out of the: Spirit, causing
“allgenerididoformation : 6o we find it »vas in Hezekiah’s and
-Jostah'sitimes.: It is questionable .whether there ever wasa
-#ime '0f 80 great ‘a flourishing of religion in the ‘Israelitish
: churchy as'in that generation ; and as, in the Christian church,

“religiéhiwas in- its most flourishing circumstances in the day

of its espousals, or first setting up of that church, in the days
of the apostles, so it seems to have been with the Jewish
+church’ ih the ‘days of its ﬁrst establishmem mMoses sand
*Joshua’s times.
- Thus God at this time did g‘lomus‘ly aamce the work of
redemption; both by his wordand Spirit. By this pouring-out
. of the Spirit of God, the wotk of ‘redemption  was promoted,
“nibt’only as it was in itself a glorivus instance of ‘the carrying
on of that redemption ifi-the application of it, but as this was
- what God made use of as a means of the good and orderly es-
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tablishment:ofthe chunch of Israel:at its firstbeginming, when

it was first settled in the regular obsetrvance ofiGdd’s ordis

. mances inCanaun : Even as the pouring out of the Spirit)in the

beginning of the Christian church, was a great-means God

. “made use of for the well establishing the Chrislian’ehmdriw
she world in-all succeeding ages.

*XI. The next thing I would observe, was Gods brmgmg
the people of Israel under the hand of Joshuay and settling,
them in that land where Christ was to be born, and which was
the great type of the heavenly Canaan, which Christ has pur-
chased. This was done by Joshua, who was of Joseph’s pos-~
terity, and was an entinent type- of Christ, and is therefore
called the shepherd, the stone of Israel, in Jacob’s blessing
of Joseph, Gen. xlix. 24.. Being such a type of Christ, he
hore the name of Christ. Joskhua and Jesus are the same name,
only the one is Hebrew, and the ather is Greek : And there-
fore, in the New Testament, which was originally written in
Greeky Joshua. is called Jesus, Acts vil. 45. « Which also qur
fathers brought ih with Jesus,” i. e. Joshua ; ‘Heb. iv. 8. « If
Jesus had given them rest, he would not have spoken of anothe.

_er day ;” i. c. if Joshua had given them rest.

God wonderfully possessed his people of this land, con-.
quering the former inhabitants of it, and the mighty giants, as
Christ conquered the devil ; first conquering the great kings:
of that part of the land, that was on the eastern side of Jordan,.
Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Bashan; and then
dividing the river Jordan, as before he had done the Red Sea ;
causing the walls of Jericho to fall down at the sound of the.
wumpets of the priests ; that sound typifying the sound of the
gospel by the preaching of gospel ministers, the walls of the.
accursed city Jericho signifying the walls of Satan’s kingdom ;.
and after this wonderfully destroying the mighty host of the
Amorites under the five kings, causing the sun and moon to.
stand still, to help the people against their enemies, at the.
prayer of the typical Jesus ; plainly holdipg this forth, that
God would make. the whole course of nature ta be subservient
bt&e affair- of l’odemptlo,n ; so that every. thxng shauld. yxeld
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te the purposes of that. wark, and giveplace ta-the welfare of
God's redeemed peopla.
Thus did Christ show his great love to his ehett, that he
* would miske the coarse of nature, in the frame of the werld,
that ke lond made, and that hegoverned, %o giveplace to their
happiness and prosperity ; and showed that the sun and meon,-
and all things, visible and invisible, were theira by his pur-
chase. At the sume time, Cheist fought as the csptain of
their host, and cast down grest hailstorres upon their ensmies,
by which more weve slain than by the sword of the chifldren of
Tsrael. Andafter this Christ gave the people a mighty victo-
Ty over s yet greater armyy in the morthern part of the land,:
that were gathered together at the waters of Merom as the
sand of the sea shore, as It is said Josh. xi. 4.

Thus Ged gave the people whence. Christ was to procesd,
the land where he was to be born, and live, and preach, and
work miracles, and die, and rise aguin, and whence he was to
ascend into heaven, as the land which was & great type of
heaven ; whieh is another thing whereby a great advance was
eade in the affhir of redemption.

" XII. Another thing that God did tewards carrying on this

" affair, was his actually setting up his stated worship among
the people, 25 it had been before instituted in the wilderness.
‘This worship was appointed at Mount Sinai, whelly in subser-.
viency to this great affair of redemption. It was to make way
for the coming of Christ; and the innumerable ceremonial ob-
servances of it were typical of him and his redemption. This
worship was chiefly instituted at Mount Sinai; but it was grad-
ually set up in practice. It was partly set up in the wilderness,
where the tabernacle and its vessels were made; but there
were many parts of their instituted worship that ceuld not be
¢bserved in the wilderness, by reason of their unsettled, itine~

rant state there : And then there were many precepts that

respect the land of Canaan, and their cities and places of habi~
tation there ; which therefore could .not be putin practice,
till they came into that fand.  But now, when this was brought
to pass, God set up his tabernacle in the midst of his people,
s he had before promised them, Lev. xxvi. 11. « I will set
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iy tabernacle amongst you.” The tabernacle was set up at
Shiloh, Josh. xviii. 1. and the priests and Levites had their
effices appointed them,and the cities of refuge were appointed ;
and now the peeple were in a condition to observe their feasts
of the first fruits, and their feasts of ingathering, and to bring
all their tithes and appointed offerings to the Lord ; and most
parts of God’s worship were set up, though there were some
things that were not observed till afterwards. ‘

. XIII. The next thmg I would take notice of, was God’
wonderfully preserving that people, from this time forward,
when all the males ‘went up, three times in the year, to the
place where God’s ark was. The people of Israel were gens
erally surrounded with enemies, that sought all opportunities

« tp destroy them, and dispossess -them of their land ; and till ,

David’s time there were great numbers in the Jand of the res
anains of the Canaanites, and the other former inhabitants of
the land, that were bitter enemies to the people of Israel :
And these had from year to year; three times in the year, a
fair opportunity of overrupning their country, and getting poss
session of their cities, when all the males were gone, and only,
the women, apd these who were not able to go up, were left
behind. And yet they were remarkably preserved throughs=
out all generations at such seasons, agreeably to the promise
that God had made, Exod. xxxiv, 24. « Neither shall any
‘man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before
the Lord. thy God thrice in the year.” So wonderfully did
God order affairs, and influence the hearts of their enemies,
that theugh they were so full of enmity against Israel, and
desired to disposgess them of their land, and had so fair an op-
portunity so often in their hands, that-the whole country was
left naked and empty of all that could resist them, and it would
have been only for them to bave gone and taken possession,
and they could have had it without opposition, and they were
so eager to take other opportunities against them ; yet we
never read, in all their history, of any of their enemies taking
these opportunities against them; which could be no less than
a . continual miracle, that God, for the preservation of his-
€hurchy kept up for so many ge‘nerations, even throughout the
. M G
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ages of the Old Testament. It was surely a wonderful dis-
pensation of divine providence to maintain and promote God’s
great design of redemption.
XIV.. God’s preserving his church and the true religion
from being wholly extinct in the freqient apostasies of the
* Israelites in the time of the judges. How prone was that
. people to forsake the true God, that had done such wonderful
things for them, and to fall into idolatry ! And hew did the
Jand, from time to time, seem to be almost overrun with idol-
atry ! But yet God never suffered his true worship to be to-
tally rooted out: His tabernacle stood, the atk ¥was preserved,
the book of the law was kept from being destroyed, God’s
priesthood was upheld, and God still had a church among the
people ; and time after time, when religion seénved to be al-
most gone, and it was come to the last extremity, then God:
granted a revival, and sent some angel or prophet, or raised
up some eminent person, to be an instrument of their refor~
‘mation.

XV. God’s preserving that nation from bemg destroyed,
and delivering them from time to time, although they were
so often subdued and brought under the dominion of their
enemies. It is a wonder, not only that the true religion was:
not wholly rooted out, and so the church destroyed that way;
but also that the very nation in which that church was, was’
not utterly destroyed ; they were so often brought undér the
power of their enemies. One while 'they were subdued by
Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia, another while they
were brought ¢ under the Moabites ; ; and then they were sold
into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan ; and then they were
under the dominion of the Midianites ; and then were sorely
distressed by the children of Ammon ; and then by the Philis-
tines. But yet God, in all these dangers, preserved them, and
kept them from being wholly overthrown : And from time to
time, when it was come to extremity, and God saw that they
were upon the very brink of ruin, then God raised up a deliv-
erer, agreeably to Deut. xxxii. 36. « For the Lord shall judge
his people, and repent himself for his servants ; when he
seeth their power is gone, and there is none shyt up or left.3*
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Those remarkable dispensatiens of Providence are very
lively and elegantly set forth by the Psalmist, Psal. cvi. 34.
&~

These deliverers that God raised up from time to time

_-were all types of Christ, the great redeemer and deliverer of

his church ; and seme of them very remarkably so; as, par-
ticularly, Barak, Jephthah, Gideon, and Samson, in very
many particulars ; and above all in the acts of Samson, as
might be shown, were it not that this would take up too much
time. '

XV1i. It is observable, that when Christ appeared to man-
age the affairs of his church in this period, he often appeared
in the form of that nature that he took upon him in his incar-
nation. So he seems to have appeared to Moses from time
to time, and particularly at that time when God spake to him
face to face, as a man speaketh to his friend, and he beheld
the similitude of the Lord (Numb. xii. 8.) after he had be-
sought him to show him his glory; which was the most
remarkable vision that ever he had of Christ. There was,
a twofold discovery that Moses had of Christ : One was spifit-
wal, made to his mind by the word that was proclaimed,
svhen he proclaimed his name, saying, « The Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the childrens’ children, unto the third and
to the fourth generation.” Exod. xxxiv. 6. &c. Another -
was external ; which was that which Moses saw, when Christ
passed by, and put him in a cleft of the rock, and covered him
with his hand, so that Moses saw his back parts. What he
saw was doubtless the back parts of a glorious human form,
in which Christ appeared to him, and in all likelihood the form
of his glorified human nature, in which he should afterwards
appear. He saw not his face ; for it is not to be supposed that
any man could subsist under a sight of the glory of Christ’s
fuman nature as it now appears.
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So it was an human form in which Christ appeared to the
seventy elders, of which we have an actount, Exod. xxiv. 9,
10, 11. « Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu,
and seventy of the Elders of Israel : And they saw the God of
Israel : And there was under his feet, as it were a paved work
of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his
clearness. And upon the nobles of the children of Istael
he laid not his hand :* Also they saw God, and did eat and
drink.” So Christ appeared afterwards to Joshua in the form
of the human nature, Josh. v. 13, 14. « And it came to pass
when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, there stood @ man over against him with
his sword drawn in his hand ; and Joshua went unto him, and
said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? And
he said, Nay, but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now
come.” And so he appeared to Gideon, Judg. vi. 11, &c. and so

- also to Manoah, Judg. xiii. 17...21. Here Christ appeared to
Manoah in a representation both of his incarnation, and death

“ of his incarnation, in that he appeared in a human form ; and
of his death and sufferings, represented by the sacrifice of a
kid, and by his ascending up in the flame of the sacrifice ; in-
timating, that it was he that was the great sacrifice, that must
be offered up te God for a sweet savor, in the fire of his wrath,
as that kid was burned and ascended up in the flame. Christ
thus appeared time after time, in the form of that nature he
wvas afterwards to take upon him ; because he now appeared
on the same design, and to carry on the same work, that he
was to appearin that nature to work out and carry on.

XVII. Another thing I would mention, done in this pen-

- od towards the work of redemption, is the beginning of a suc«
cession of prophets, and erecting a school of the prophets,
in Samuel’s time. There was something of this spirit of
prophecy in Israel after Moses, before Samuel. Joshua,
and many of the judges had a degree of it. Deborah was
a prophetess ; and some of the higﬁ priests were inspir-
ed with this spirit; particularly Eli : And that space of
time was not wholly without instances of those that were
set apart of God especially to this office, and so were called
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prophets. Such ah one we read of, Judg. vi. 8. « The Lord
sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unte
thetn;” &c. Such an one he se¢ms to have been that we read
of, 1 Sam. ii. 27. % And there came a man of God to Eli,” &c.

But there was no such order of men upheld in Israel for
any constancy, before Samuel ; the want of it is taken notice
of in 1 Sam. iii. 1. « And the word of the Lord was precious
in those days ; there was no open vision.” But in Samuel

" there was begun a succession of prophets, that was maintain-

ed continually from that time, at least with very little inter-
ruption, till the spirit of prophecy ceased, about Malachi’s
time : And therefore Samuel is spoken of in the New Testa-
ment as the beginning of this succession of prophets, Acts
§ii. 24. « And all the prophets from Samuel, and those that

“follow after, as many as have spoken, have foretold of thesa

days.” After Samuel was Nathan, and Gad, and Iddo, and
Heman, and Asaph, and others.  And afterwards in the lat-
ter end of Solomon’s reign, we read of Ahijah; and in Jero-
boam- and . Rehoboam’s time we read of prophets ; and so
continually one prophet succeeded another, till the captivity.
We read in the writings of those prophets that are inserted
into the canon of the scriptures, of prophets as being a con-
stant order of men upheld in the land in those days : And in
the time of the captivity there were prophets still, as Ezekiel
and Daniel ; and after the captivity there were pmphets,
Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi.

. And because God intended a constant succession of proph-
ets from Samuel’s time, therefore in his time was begun a
school of the prophets ; that is a school of young men that
were trained up under some great prophet, who was their
master and teacher in the study of divine things, and the
practice of holiness, to fit them for. this office as God should
call them to it. Those young men that belonged to these
schools, were called the sons of the profikets ; and oftentimes
they are called piropkets. These at first were under the tui-
tion of Samuel. Thus we read of Samuel’s being appointed
over them, 1 Sam. xix. 20. ¢ And when they saw the com-
pany of the prophets prophecying, and Samuel standing as
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appointed over them.” ‘The company of prophets that we
read of 1 Sam. x. 5, were the same. Afterwards we read of
their being under Elijah. Elisha was one of his sons ; but
he desired to have a double portion of his spirit, as his suc-
cessor, as his first born, as the eldest son was wont to have a
double portion of the estate of his father; and therefore the
sons of the prophets, when they perceived that the spirit of
Elijah rested on Elisha, submitted themselves to.him, and
ewned him for their master, as they had done Elijah before
him ; as you may see, 2 Kings ii. 15. « And when the sons
of the prophets which were to view at Jericho, saw him, they
said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they bow=
ed themselves to the greund before him.”

And so after this, Elisha was their master or teacher ; he
had the care and instruction of them ; as you may see, 2
Kings iv. 38. « And Elisha came again to Gilgal, and there
was a dearth in the land, and the sons of the prophets were
sitting before him : And he said unto his servant, Set on the
great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets.”
In Elijah’s and Elisha’s time, there were several places where
there resided companies of these sons of the prophets ; as
there was one at Bethel, and another at Jericho, and another
at Gilgal, unless those at Gilgal and Jericho were the same :
And possibly that which is called tke college, where the proph-
etess Huldah resided, was another at Jerusalem ; see 2 Kings
xxii. 14. It is there said of Huldah the prophetess, that she
« dwelt in Jerusalem, inthe college.” They had houses
built, where they used to dwell together ; and therefore those
at Jericho being multiplied, and finding their house too little
for them, desired leave of their master and teacher Elisha,
that they might go and hew timber to build a bigger § as you
may see, 2 Kings vi. 1, 2.

At some times there were numbers of these sons of the
prophets in Israel ; for when Jezebel cut off the prophets of
the Lord, it is said, that Obadiah took an hundred of them,
and hid them by fifty in a cave, 1 Kings xviii. 4.

These schools of the prophets heing set up by Samuel,
and afterwards kept up by such great prophets as Elijah and
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Elisha, must be of divine appointment ; and accordingly we
find, that those sons of the prophets were often favored with

a degree of inspiration, while they continued under tuition in
the schools of the prophets ; and God, commonly, when

" he called any prophet to the .constant exercise of the pro-

phetical office; and to some extraordindry service, took them
out of thesé schools ; though not universally. Hence the
prophet Amos, speaking of his being called to the propheti-
cal office, says, that he was one that had not been educated in
the schools of the prophets, and Wwas not one of the sons of
the prophiéts, Amos vii. 14, 15. ~ But Amos’s taking notice of
it as remarkable, that he should be called to be a prophet that
had not beéni educated at the schools of the prophets, shows
that it was God’s ordindry manner to take his prophets out of
these schools ; for therein he did but bless his own institution.

Now this remarkable dispensation of Providence that we
are upon, viz. God’s beginning a constant succession of

" prophets in Samuel’s time, that was to last for many ages, and
prop: ¥y ages,

to that end, establishing a school of the prophets under Sam-
uel, thenceforward to be continued in Israel, was a step that
God took in that great. affair of redemption that we are upor.
For the main business of this si¢cession of prophets was to
foreshow Christ, and the glorious redemption that he was to
accomplish, and so to prepare the way for his coming ; asap-
pears by that forementioned place, Actsiii, 24, and by Acts
X. 43. « To him give all the prophets witness ;” and by Acts
iii. 18. « But those things which God before had shewed by
the mouth of dli his prophets, that Christ should suf“er, he
hath so fulfilled.”

AsT observed before, the Old Testament time, was like a
time of night, wherein the church was not wholly without
light, but had not the light of the sun directly, but as reflected
from the stars. Now these prophets weré the stars that re<
flected the light of the sun ; and accordingly they spoke abun-
dantly of Jesus Chnst, as appears by what we have of their
prophecies ifi writing. And they made it very much their
business, when they studied in their schools or colleges, and
olsewhere, to search out the work of redemption ; agreeably
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to what the apostle Peter says of them, 1 Pet.i. 10,11. « Of
which salvation the prophets have inquired, and seart¢hed
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto
you ; searching what, or what manner of time the spirit of
Christ that was in them did signify, when it testified befores
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should fol~
low.” We are told that the church of the Redeemer is built
on the foundation of the prophets and apostles, the Redeemer
himself being the chief corner stone, Eph. ii. 20:

This was the first thing of the nature that ever was done ix
the world ; and it was a great thing that God did towards
further advancing this great building of redemption. There
had been before occasional prophecies of Christ, as was shown;
but now the time drawing nearer when the Redeemer should
come, it pleased God to appoint a certain order of men, in
constant succession, whose main bitsiness it should be to fore«
shew Christ and his redemption, and as his forerunners to
prepare the way for his coming ; and God established schools,
wherein multitudes were instructed and trained up to that
end, Rev. xix. 10. « I am thy fellow servant, and of thy breth-
ren that have the testimony of Jesus ; for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

. I
B

PART V.

From David to the Babylonish Captivity.

I COME now to the fifth pieriod of the times of the OId
‘Testament, beginning with Devid, and extending to the Baby-
~ lonish captivity ; and would now proceed to shew how the
work of redemption was carried on through' this period also
And here,

I. The first thing to be taken notice of, is God’s anointing
that person that was to be the ancestor of Christ, to be king
over his people. The dispensations of Providence that have
been taken notice of through the last period, from Moses
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{o this time, respect the people whence Christ was to pro-
ceed. But now the scripture history leads us to consider
God’s providence towards that particular person whence
Christ was to proceed, viz. David. It pleased God, at this
time, remarkably to select out that person of whom Christ
ivas to come, from all the thousands of Israel, and to puta
most honorable mark of distinction upon him, by anointing
him to be king. over his people. It was only God that could
find him out. His father’s house is spoken of as being little -
in Israél, and he was the youngest of all the sons of his father;
and was least expected to bé the man that God had chosen,
by Samuel. God had before, in the former ages of the world,
remarkably distinguished the persons from whom Christ was
to come ; as he did Seth, and Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob. But the last that we have any account of God’s
marking out in any notable manner, the very person of whom
Christ was to come, was in Jacob’s blessing his son Judah ;
unless we reckon Nahshon’s advancement in the Wilderness
to be the head of the tribé of Judah: But this distinction of
the person of whom Christ was to come; in David, was very

_honorable ; for it was God’s anointing himi to be king over

.his people. And there was something further denoted by

David’s anointing, than was in thé anointing of Saul. "God
anointed Saul to be king personally ; but God intended some-

_ thing further, by sending Samuel to anoint David, viz. to

establish the crown of Israel in him and in his family, as long
as Israel continued to be a kihgdom ; and not only so, but
what was infinitely more still, establishing the crown of his
universal church; his spiritual Israel, in his seed, to the end.

" of the world, and throughout all etérnity.

This was a great dispensation of God; and a great step taks
én towards a further advancing of the work of ‘redemption,
according a$ the time drew near wherein Christ was to cémé.
David; as he was the ancestor of Christ, so he was the great~
est personal type of Christ of all under the Dld Testament,
The types of Christ were of three sorts ; types 6f institiition
or instituted types, and providential, and personal types;
The ordinance of sacrificing was the greatest of the instituted

L4
N
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types ; and the redemption out of Egypt was the greatest of
the providential types ; and David the greatest of the person~
al types. Hence Christ is often called David in the prophe~
cies of scripture ; as' Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. « And I will set up
one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my
servant David :.....My servant David a prince among them 7
and so in many other places : And he is very often spoken
of as the seed of David, and the son of David.

David being the ancestor and great type of Christ, his be-
ing solemnly anointed by God to be king over his people, that
the kingdom of his church might be continued in his family’
forever, may in some respects be looked on as an anointing
of Christ himself. Christ was as it were anointed in him 3
and therefore Christ’s a.nomtmg, and David’s anointing are
spoken of under one in scripture, as Psal. Ixxxix. 20. I have
found David my servant; with my holy oil have I ancinted
him.” And David’s throne and Christ’s are spoken of as one 3
Luke i. 32. « And the Lord shall give him the throne of his:
father David.” Acts ii. 30. « David....knowing" that God had-
sworn with'an ‘oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, accord-
ing to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.”

Thus God’s beginning of the kingdomr of his church in the
house of David, was, as it were, a new establishing of the
kingdom of Christ ; the beginning of it in a state of such vis
iility as it thenceforward continued in. It was as it were
God’s planting the root, whence that branch of righteousness:
was “afterwards to spring up, that was to be the everlasting’
king of his church ; and therefore this everlasting king is-
-calléd the branch from the stem of Jesse. Isa. xi. 1. « And there
"shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch:
shall grow out of his roots.” Jer. xxiii. 5. « Behold the days:
come, saith'the Lord, that I- will raise up unto David a right-
eous branch, and a King shall reign and prosper.”” So chap..
xxxiii. 15. « In those days and at that time, I will cause the
branch of righteousness to grow up unto David, and he shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land.” So Christ’
in the New Testament, is- called ¢ke root and offspiring® of Da~
-vid. Rev. xxii. 16. '
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- It is observable, that God ancinted David after Saul teo
reign in hisroom. He took away the crown from him and
his famlly, who was Higher in stature than any of his people,
and was'in their eyes fittest to bear rule, to give it to David,
who was low of stature, and in comparison, of despicable ap-
pearance : So God was pleased to show how Christ, who ape
peared despicable, without form or comeliness, and was des-
pised and rejected of men, should take the kingdom from the
great ones of the earth. And also it is observable, that David
was the youngest of Jesse’s sons, as Jacob the younger broth-
er supplanted Esau, and got the birthright and blessing from

him : And as Pharez, another-of Christ’s ancesters, supplanted

Zarah in the birth ; and as Isaac, another of the ancestors of
Christ, cast out his elder brother Ishmael ; thus was thag
frequent saying of Christ fulfilled, « The last shall be first
" and the first last.”

II. The next thing I would observe, is God’s so preserving
David’s life, by a series of wonderful providences,' till Saul’s.
death. 1 before took notice of the wonderful preservation of
other particular persons that were the ancestors of Christ;
as Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ; and have observed how,
in that Christ the great Redeemer was to proceed from them,
that in their preservation the work of . redemption itself may
be looked upon as preserved from being defeated, and the
whole church, which is redeemed through him, from being
overthrown. But the preservationof David was no less re-
markable than that of any others that have been already taken
notice of. How often was it so, that there was but a step be-

-tween him anddeath. ‘The first instance of it we have in his
encountering a lion and a bear, when they had caught a lamb
-out of his flack, which, without miraculops assjstance, could at-
once have rent this young stripling in pieces, as they could
‘the lamb that he delivered from them ; so afterwards the root
and offspring of David was preserved from the roaring lien
that goes about seeking whom he may -devour, and conquer-
©d him and rescued the poor souls of men, that were as lambs
in the mouth of this lion. Another remarkable instance was,
in preserving him from that mighty giant Goliath, who wag



109 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Periop L.

strong enough to have taken him, and picked him to pieces
with his fingers, and given his flesh to the beasts of the field,
and to the fowls of the air, as he threatened him: But God
preserved him from him, and gave him the victory over him,
so that he cut off his head with his own sword, and made him
therein the deliverer of his people ; as Christ slew the spiritual
Goliath with his own weapon, the cross, and so delivered his .
people.  And how remarkably did God preserve him from
being slain by Saul, when he first sought his life, by giving
him his daughter to be a snare to him, that the hand of the
Philistines might be upon him, requiring him to pay for her
by an hundred foreskins of the Philistines, that so his life
might be exposed to them ; and in preserving him afterwards,
when Saul spake to Jonathan, and to all his servants, to Kill
Duvid ; and in inclining Jonathan, instead of killing him, as
his father bade him, tolove him as his own soul, and to be a

.great instrument of his preservation, even so as to expose his
"own life to preserve David ; though one would have thought

that none would have been more willing to have David killed
than Jonathan, seeing that he was competitor with him for his
father’s crown ; and again saving him, when Saul threw a
javelin at him to smite him even to the wall ; and again pre-
serving him when he sent messengers to his house, to watch
him, and to kill him when Michal, Saul’s daughter let him

_ down through a window ; and when he afterwards sent mes-

sengers, once and again, to Naioth in Ramah, to take him,
and they were remarkably prevented time after time, by be-
ing seized with miraculous impressions of the spirit of God ;
and afterwards, when Saul being resolute in the affair, went
himself, he also was among the prophets : And after this,
how wonderfully was David’s life preserved at Gath among
the Philistines, when he went to Achish the king of Gath,
and was there in the hands of the Philistings, who, one would
have thought, would have despatched him at ance, he having
somuch provoked them by his exploits against them : And he
was again wonderfully preserved at Keilah, whep he had en-
tered into a fenced town, where Saul thought he was sure of
him, And how wonderfully, was he preserved from Saul,

4
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When he pursued and hunted him in the mountains ? How re»
markably did God deliver him in the wilderness of Maon,
when Saul and his army were compassing David about ? How
was he delivered in the cave of Engedi, when, instead of
Saul’s killing David, God delivered Saul into his hands in the
‘cave, and he cut off his skirt, and might as easily have cut off
his head ; and afterwards delivering him in like manner in the
wilderness of Ziph ; and afterwards again preserving him in
the land of the Philistines, though David had fought against
the Philistines, and conquered them at Keilah, since he was
last among them ; which one would think, would have been
sufficient warning to them not to trust him, or let him escape
a second time, if ever they had him in their hands again ; but
yet now, when they had a second opportunity, God wonder-
fully turned their hearts to him to befnend and protect lum,
instead of destroying him.

Thus was the precious seed that virtually contained the Re-
deemer and all the blessings of his redemption, wonderfully
preserved, when hell and earth were conspired against it to
destroy it. How often does David himself take notice of this,
with praise and admiration in the book of Psaims ?

III. Aboat this time, the written word of God, or the canon
of scripture, was added to by Samuel. I have before observ-
ed, how that the canon of the scripture was begun, and the
first written word of God, the first written rule of faith and
‘manners that ever was, was given to the church about Moses’s
time : And many, and I know not but most divines, think it
was added to by Joshua, and that he wrote the last chapter of
Deuteronomy, and most of the book of Joshua. Others think
that Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and part of the first book of Sam-
uel, were written by Samuel. However that was, this we
have good evidence of; that Samuel made an addition to the
canon of scripture ; for Samuel is manifestly mentioned in
the New Testament, as one of the prophets whose writings
we have in the scriptures, in that forementioned Acts iji. 24.
« Yea and all the prophets from Samuel, and those that fol-
fow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of
these days.” By that expression, ¢ as many as have spoken,”
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cannot be meant, as many as have spoken by word of mouth

-for never was any prophet but what did that : But the mean.
ing must be, as many as have spoken by writing, sothat what
they have spoken has come down to us, that we may see what
it is.

And the way that Samuel spoke of these times of Chyrist
and the gospel, was by giving the history of those things that
typified them, and pointed to them, particularly the things
concerning Dayid that he wrote. The Spirit of God moved
him te commit those things to writing, chiefly for that reason,
because they pointed to Christ, and the times of the gospel ;
and, as was said before, this was the main business of all that
succession of prophets, that began in Samuel, to foreshow
those times.

That Samuel added to the canon of the scriptures, seéms
further to appear from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. ¢ Now the acts of
David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the
book of Sagmuel the seer.” .

Whether the book of Joshua was written by Samuel or not,
yet it is the general opinion of divines, that the books of Judgs
es, and Ruth, and part of the first book of Samuel, were
penned by him, The book of Ruth was penned for that rea-
son, because, though it seemed to treat of private affairs, yet
the persons chiefly spoken of in that book were of the family
whence David and Christ proceeded, and so pointed to what
the apostle Peter observed of Samuel and the other prophets,
in the 3d chapter of Acts, The thus adding to the canon of
‘the scriptures, the great and main instrument of the applicas
tion of redemption, is to be looked upon as a further carrying
on of that work, and an addition made to that great building.

IV. Another thing God did towards this work, at that
time, was his inspiring David to show forth Christ and hjs re-
demption, in divine songs, which should be for the use of the
church, in public worship, throughout all ages. David was

himself endued with the spirit of prophecy. He is called e,

firophet, Acts ii. 29,30.  « Let me freely speak to you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sep-
ulchre is with us unto this day : Therefore being a prophet,

—————— A
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and knowing that God had sworn with an oath,” &c. So that

herein he was a type of Christ, that he was both a prophet and

aking. We have no cértain account of the time when Da-

vid was first endued with the spirit of prophecy ; but it is man~

fest that it either was at the time that Samuel anointed him,

or very soon after ; for he appears soon after acted by this spirit
in the affair of Gabith : And then great part of the psalms

. were penned in the time of his troubles, before he came to

the crown ; as might be made manifest by an induction of

particulars. :

" The oil that was used in anointing David was a type of the
Spirit of God ; and the type and the antitype were given both
together ; as we are told, 1 Sam. xvi. 13. « Then Samuel
‘took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his breth~
ren ; and the spirit of the Lord came upon David from that
day forward :” And it is probable, that it now came upon himi
inits prophetical influences.

. 'The way that this spirit influenced him was, to inspire him
to show forth Christ, and the glorious things of his redemp~
tion, in divine songs, sweetly expressing the breathings of a

- pious soul, full of admiration of the glorious things of the Re-~
deemer, inflamed with divine love; and lifted up with praise 3
and therefore he is called the sweet frsalmist of Isracl. 2 Sam.
xxiii. 1 « Now these be the last words of David : David the
son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel.”
The main subjects of these sweet songs were the glorious
things of the gospel ; as is evident by the interpretation that
is ‘often’ put upon them, and the use that is made of them
in the New Testament ; for there is no ene book of the Old

" estament that is so often queted in the New, as the book of
Psalms. Joyfully did this foly man sing of those great
things of Christ’s redemption, that had been the hope and ex~
pectation of God’s church and people from the beginning of
the church of God on earth ; and joyfully did others follow
him in it, as Asaph, Heman, Ethan, and others ; for the book
of Psalms was not all penned by David, though the greater
part of it was. Hereby the canon of scripture was further
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added to; and an excellent portion of divine writ was it that
was added.

This was a great advancement that God made in this build-
fng ; and the light of the gospel, which had béen gradually
growing from the fall, was exceedingly increased by it ; for
whereas before there was but here and there a prophecy given
of Christ in a great many ages, now here Christ is spoken of
by his ancestor David sbundantly, in multitudes of songs,
speakmg of his mcamatlon, life, deathy resurrection, ascension
into heaven, his satisfaction, intercession ;- his propheucal,
kingly, and pnestly office ; his glorious benefits in this life and
that which is to come ; hlS union with the church, and the
blessedness of the church in him ; the calling of the Gentiles,
the future glory of the church near the end of the world, and
Christ’s coming to the final judgment. . All these things, and-
T9any more, concermng Christ and his redemption, are abund<
antly spoken of in the book of Psalms.

This was also a glorious advancement of the affair of re<

demption, as God hereby gave his church a book of divine -

songs for their use in that part of their public worship, viz.

singing his praises throughout all ages to the end of the

world. It is manifest the book of Psalms was given of God
for this end. It was used in the church of Israel by God’s
appointmént : This is manifest by the title of many of the
psalms, in which they. are inscribed to the chief musm!an, i e

to the man that was appomted to be the leader of divine songs
in the temple, in the public worshxp of Israel. So David is
éalled the sweet fisalmist of Israel, because he penned psalms
for the usé of the church of Israel ; and accordingly we have
an account that they were actually made use of in the church
of Israel for that end, even ages after David was dead ; as 2
Chron. xxix. 30. « Moreover, Hezekiah the king, and the
princes, commanded the Levites to sing praises unto the Lord,
with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer.” And we
find that the same are appointed in the New Testament to be
made use of in the Christian church, in their worship : Eph.
v. 19, «Speaking to yourselves in #isalms, hymns, and spirit-
ual sofigs.” Col. iii. 16. « Admonishing onme another in
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saims, hymns, and spiritual songs.”” And so they have been,
and will to the end of the world be made use of in the church
to celebrate the praises of God. The people of God were

" wont sometimes to worship God by singing songs to his praise

before ; as they did at the Red Sea ; and they had Moses’s
prephetical song, in the 33d chapter of Deuteronomy, coms
mitted to them for that end; and Deborah, and Barak, and
Hannah, sung praises to God; but now first did God commit
to his church a book of divine songs for their constant use.

V. The next thing I would take notice of, is God’s actually
exalting Dayid to the throne of Israel, notwithstanding all the
opposition made to it. God was determined to do it, and he
made every thing give place that stood in the way of it. He
removed Saul and his sons out of the way ; and first set David
over the tribe of Judah ; and then, having removed Ishbo-
sheth, set him over all Israel. * Thus did God fulfil his word
to David. He took him from the sheepcote, and made him
king over his people Israel, Psal. Ixxviii. 70, T1. And now
the throne of Israel was established in that famlly, in whlch it
was to continue for ever, even for ever and ever.

V1. Now first it was that God proceeded to choose a particu-
lar city out of all the tribes of Israel to place his name there.

. There is several times mention made in the law of Moses of

the children of Israel’s bringing their oblations to the place
which God should choose ; as Deut. xii. 5, 6,7, and so in
many pther places ; but God had never proceeded to do-it till
now. The tabernacle and ark were never fixed, but someq
times in one place, and sometimes in another ; but now God °
proceeded to choose Jernsalem. The city of Jerusalem was
never thoroughly conquered, or taken out of the hands of the
Jebusites, till David’s time. It is said in Joshua xv. 63. « As
for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of
Judah could not drive them out: But the Jebusites dwell with -
the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day.” But now
David wholly subdued it, as we have an account in 2 Sam. v,
And now God proceeded to choose that city to place his name
there, as appears by David’s bringing up the ark thither soon
dfter; apd therefore this is mentioned afterwards as the firsg
) .
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time God proceeded te choose a city to place his name therey
2 Chron. vi. 5, 6, and chap. xii. 13. Afterwards God pro-
eeeded to show David the very place where he would have
his temple built, viz. in the threshing foor of Araunah the
Jebusite.

The city of Jerusalem is therefore called the Aoly city ; and:
it was the gredtest type of the church of Christ in all the Old
Testsment. R was redeemed by David, the captain of the
hosts of Israel; out of the hands of the Jebusites, to be God's
city, the holy place of his rest for ever, where he would dwell 7
as Christ, the captain of his people’s salvation, redeems his
church out of the hands of devils, to be his holy and beloved
city. And therefore how oftenn does the scripture, when
speaking of Christ’s redemption of his church, call it by the
names of Zion and Jerasalem 2 This was the city that Ged had
appointed to be the place of the first gathering and erecting of
the Christian church after Christ’s resurrection, of that re«

markable pouring out of the Spirit of God on the apostiesand.

primitive Christians, and the place whence the gospel was tex
sound forth inte all the world ; the place of the first Christian
church, that was to be, as it were, the mother of all other
churches through the world ; agteeably to that prophecy, Isa.
fi, 3, 4. « Out of Zioa shall go forth the law, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem : And he shall judge among the ma+
tions, and shall rebuke many people,” &c.

Thuas Ged chase Mouant Sion, whence the gespel was to be
sounded forth, as the law had been from Mount Sinai.

VIiL The next thing to be observed here, §s God’s solemn~
Iy renewing the covenant of grace with David, and promising

that the Messiah should be of his seed. We kave an account

of it in the 7th chapter of the second book of Samuel. It was
done on occasion of the thoughts David entertained of build~
ing God an house. On this occasion God sends Nathan the
prophet to him, with the glorious promises of the covenant of
grace. It is especially comtained it these words in the 16th
verse : ¢ And thy house and thy kingdom shall be established
for ever before thee ; thy throne shall be established for ever.”
Which promise has respect to Christ, the seed of David, and
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%s fulfilled in him only : For the kingdom of David has long
since ceased, any otherwise than as it is upheld in Christ.
The temporal kingdom of the house of David has now ceased
for a great many ages ; much longer than ever it stood.

That this covenant that God now established with David by
‘Wathan the prophet, was the coyenant of grace, is evident by
the plain testimony 'of scripture,in Isa.lv. 1,2, 3. There we
have Christ inviting sinners to come to the waters, &c. And
in the 3d verse he says, « Incline your ear, come unto me ;
hear, and your souls shall live ; and 1 will make ‘with you an
-everlasting covenant, even the sure merries of David.” Hers
Christ offers to poor sinners, if they will come to him, to give
them an interest in ‘the same -everlasting covenant that he had
made with David, conveying to them the same syre mercies.
But what is that covenant that sinners obtain an interest in,
‘when they come to Christ, but the covenant of grace ?

This was the fifth solemn establishment of the covenant of
grace with the church after the fall. The covenant of grace
was revealed and established all along. But there had been
yparticular seasons, wherein God had ina very solemn manner
renewed this icovenant with his church, grvmg forth a new
edition and establishment of it, revealing it in a2 new manner.
“This was now the fifth selemn establishment of that covenant.
The first was with Adam, the second was with Noah, the
third was with the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the
fourth was in the wilderness by Moses, and now the fifth is
this made to David.

This establishment ‘of the covenant of grace with David,
David always esteemed the greatest smile of God upon him,
the greatest honor of all that God had putupon him ; he
prized it, and rejoiced in it above all the other blessings of his
reign. You may see how joyfully and thankfully he received
it, when Nathan came to lim with the glorious message, in 2
Sam. vii. 18, &c. And 'so David, in his last words, declares
this to be all his salvation, and all his desire ; as you may see,
2 Sam. gxiii. 5. « He hath made with me an everlasting cov-
‘enant, ordered in all things and sure : For this is all my salva-
ion, and all my desire. .
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VIII. It was by David that God first gave his people Israei -
the possession of the whole promised land. I have before
shown, how God’s giving the possession of the promised land
belonged to the covenant of grace. This was done in a great
measure by Joshua, but not fully. Joshua did net wholly sub-
due that part of the promised land that was strictly called thé
1and of Canaan, and that was divided by lot to the  several
tribes ; but there were great numbers of the old inhabitants
left unsubdued, as we read in the books of Joshua and Judges }
and there were many left to prove Israel, and to be thorns in
their sides, and pricks ih their eyes. There were the Jebu-
sites in Jerustlem, and many of the Canaanites, and the whole .
nation of the Philistines, who all dwelt in that part of the land
that was divided by lot, and chiefly in that part of the land that
belonged to the tribes of Judah and Ephraim.

And thus these remains of the old inhabitants of Canaan con*
tinued unsubdued till David’s time ; but he wholly subdued
them all. Which is agreeable to what St. Stephen ob-
serves, Acts vii. 45. « Which also our fathers brought in
with Jesus (7. e. Joshua) into the possession of the Gentiles,
whom God drove out before the face of our fathers, unto the
days of David.” They were till the days of David in driving

_them out, before they had wholly subdued them. But David
entirely brought them under. He subdued the Jebusites, and
he subdued the whole nation of the Philistines, and all the rest
of the remains of the seven nations of Canaan : 1 Chren. xviii.
1. « Now after this it came to pass, that David smote the

Philistines, and subdued them, and took Gath and her towns
out of the hands of the Philistines.”

After this, all the remains of the former mhabmnts of Ca-
naan were made bond servants to'the Israelites. The poster-
ity of the Gibeonites became servants before, hewers of wood,
and drawers of water, for the house of God. Rut Solomon,"
David’s son and successor, put all the other remains of the
seven nations of Canaan to bond service, at least made
them pay a tribute of bond service, as you may see, 1
Kings ix. 20, 21, 22. And hence we read of the children of
Solomon’s servants, after ‘the return from the Babylomsh caps
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tivity, Ezra ii. 55, and Neh. xi. 3. They were the children
or posterity of the seven nations of Canaan, that Solomon had
subjected to bond service.
. Thus David subdued the whole land of Canaan, strictly sé
called. But then that was not one half; nor quarter, of the
land God had promised to their fathers. The land that God
had often promised ‘to their fathers, included all the countries
from the river of Egypt to the river Euphrdtes. These were
the bounds of the land promised to Abraham, Gen. xv. 18.
« In that 'same day the Lord made a covénant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river
of Egypt, unto the great river, the river Euphrates.”” So again
God promised at Mount Sinai, Exod. xxiii. 31. « And I will
set thy bounds from the Red Sea even unto the sea of the Phi-
listines, and from the desert unto the river ; for I will deliver
the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive
them out before thee.” So again, Deut. xi. 24. Every place
whereon the soles of your feet shall tread, shall be ‘yours ;
from the wilderness, and Lebanen from the river, the river
Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea, shall your coast be.”
Again, the same promise is made to Joshua: Josh. i. 3, 4.
4 Every place that the sole of your feet shall tread upon, have
I given unto you, as I said unto Moses ; from the wilderness
and this Liebanon, evén unto the great river, the river Eu-
-phrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea, to- .
wards the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.” But
the land that Joshua gave the people the possession of, was
"but a little part of this land.  And the people never had had
the possession of it, till now when God gave it thém by David.
This large country did not only include that Canaan that
was divided by lot to those who came in with Joshua, but the
land of the Moabites and Ammonites, the land of the Amale~
kites, and the rest of the Edomites, and the country of Zobah.
All these nations were subdued and brought under the child-
ren of Israel by David. And he put garrisons in the several
countries, and they became David’s scrvants, as we have a par-
ticular account in the 8th chapter of 2d Samuel ; and David
wxtended their border to the river Euphrates, as was pro=
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‘mised ; see the 3d verse : « And David smote also Hadadeger

the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his

border at the river Euphrates.” And accordingly we read,
that Solomon his son reigned over all the region on this side
the river, 1 Kings iv. 24. For he had dominion over all the ro-
gion on this side the river, from Tiphsah even imto Azzah,
over all the kings on this side the river.” This Artaxerxes
king of Persia takes notice of long after : Ezra iv. 20.
% There have been mighty kings also over, Jerusalem, which
Jbhave ruled over all countries beyond the river ; and toll,
‘tribute, and custom was paid unto them.” '

, So that Joshua, that type of Christ, did but begin the work
of giving Israel the possession of the promised land ; but left
it to be finished by 'that much greater type and ancestor of
Christ, even David, who subdued far more of that land than
ever Joshua had done. And in this extent of his and Solo
mon’s dominion wes some resemblance of the great extent of
Christs kingdom ; and therefore the extent of Christ’s king--
-dem is set forth by this very thing, of its being over all jands
from the Red Sea, to the sea of the Philistines, and over all
Jands from thence to the river Euphrates ; as Psal. Ixxii. 8.
4 He shall have domirnfion also from sea to sea, and from the
viver unto the ends of the earth.” Bee also 1 Kings vili. 56,

IX. 'God by David perfected the Jewish worship, and ad-
ded to it several new institutions. The law was given by Me-
ses, but yet all the institutions of the Jewish worship were not
given by Moses ; some were added by divine direction. Seo
this greatest of all personal types of Christ did not only per-
fect Joshua’s werk, in giving Isracl the possession of the
promised land, but he also finished Moses’s werk, in perfects
ing the instituted worship of Israel. Thus there must be
2 number of typical prophets, priests, and princes, to com-
plete one figure or shadow of Christ, the antitype, he being
the substance of all the types and shadows. Of so much more
glory was Christ accounted worthy, than Moses, Joshua, Da-
vid, and Solemon, and all the great prophets, priests, princes,
judges, and saviours of the Old Testament put together.
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The erdinances of David are mentioned as of parallel valids
Ry with these of Moses, 3 Chron. xxiii. 18. « Also Jehoiada .
appointed the offices of the house of the Lord by the hand of
the priests the Levites, whom David bhad distributed in the
House of the Lord, to offer the burnt offerings of the Lord, as
it i3 written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and with sing«
ing, as X'was erdained by David.® The worship of Isracl
was perfected by David, by the addition that he made to the
ceremonial law, which we have an account of in the 23d, 24th,
25th, end 26th chapters of the first book of Chronicles, con-
sisting in the several orders and courses into which David.di-
vided the Levites, and the work and business to which he ap-
pointed them, different from what Moses had appointed them
to; and also in the divisions of the priests the sons of Aaron

" into four and twenty courses, assigning to every course their

business i the house of the Lord, and their particular stated
times of attendance there ; and appointing some of the Levites
to a new office, that had not been appointed before ; and that
‘wes the office of singers, and patticularly ordering and regulat«
ing of them in that office, as you may see in the 25th chapter
of 1 Chronicles ; and appointing others of the Levites by law
%o the several services of porters, treasurers, officers, and
judges : And these ordinances of David were kept up hences
forth in the church of Israel, as long as the Jewish church lasta
ed. Thus we find the several orders of priests, and the Le-
vites, the porters, and singers, after the captivity. So we find
the courses of the priests appeinted by David still continuing
in the New Testament ; so Zacharlas the father of John the
Baptist was a priest of the course of Abia ; which is the same
with the course of Abijah, appainted by David, that we read of
1 Chroa. xxiv. 10.

Thus David as well as Meses was made like to Christ the
son of David, in this respect, that by him God gave a new ec-
clesiastical establishment, and new institutions of worship,
David did net only add to the institutions of Moses, but by
those additions he abolished some of the old institutions of
Moses that had deen in force till that time ; particularly those
lws of Moases that appointed the business of the Levites,
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which we have in the 3d and 4th chapters of Numbers, which
very much consisted in their charge of the several parts and
utensils of the tabernacle there assigned to them, and in cars
rying those several parts of the tabernacle. But those laws
were now abolished by David ; and they were no more to car-
1y those things, as they had been used to do till David’s time.
But David appointed them to other work instead of it ; see 1
Chron. xxiii. 26. « And also unto the Levites, they shall ne
more carry the tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the service
thereof :”” A sure evidence that the cerenfbnial law given by
Moses is not perpetual, as the Jews suppose ; but might be
wholly abolished by Christ: For if David, a type of the Mes4

siah, might abolish the law of Moses in part, much more

might the Messiah himself abolish the whole.

David, by God’s appointment, abplished all use of the taber-
nacle, that was built by Moses, and of which he had the pat-
~ tern from God: For God now revealed it to David to be his
will, that a temple should be bujlt, that should be instead of the
tabernacle : A great presage of what Christ, the son of David,

would do, when he should come, viz. abolish the whole Jew-'

ish ecclesiastical constitution, which was but as a moveable
tabernacle to set up the spiritual gospel temple, which was ta
be far more glorious, and_ of greater extent, and was to last
forever. David had the pattern of all things pertaining to the

temple showed him, even in like manner as Moses had the

“'pattern of the tabernacle : And Solomen built the temple ace

cording to that pattern which he had from his father David,

which 4e received from God. 1 Chron. xxviii. 11, 12. ¢ Then
David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and

. ‘of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the
upper chambers thereof; and of the inner parlors thereof, and
of the place of the mercy seat, and the pattern of all that _he
had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord, and
of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house
of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicate things.” And
ver. 19. « All this, said David, the Lord made me understand
in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of thig
pattern.” ’
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'X. The canon of scripture seems at, or after the close
of David’s reign to be added to by the prophets Nathan and
Gad, It appears probable by the scriptures, that they carried
on the history of the two books of Samuel from the place
where  Samuel left it, and finished it. These two books of

- Samuel seem to be the book that in the scripture is called the

800k of Samuel the seery and Nuthan the firofhet, and Gad the.
seeryas in 1 Chron. xxix. 29. « Now the acts of David the king,
first and last, behold they are written in the book of Samuel
‘the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the
book of Gad the seer.”

XI. The next thing I would take notice of, is God’s won-
derfully continuing the kingdom of his visible people in the
line of Christ’s legal ancestors, as long as they remained an
independent kingdom. Thus it was without any interruption
worth notice. Indeed the kingdom of all the tribes of
Israel was not kept in that line ; but the dominion of that

‘part of Israel,in which the true worship of God was up-

held, and so of that part that were God’s visible people, was
always kept in the family of David, as long as there was any
such thing as an independent king of Israel ; according to his
promise to David : And not only in the family of David, but
always in that part of David’s posterity that was the line
whence Christ was legally descended ; so that the very per-
son that was Christ’s legal ancestor was always in the throne,
excepting Jehoahaz, who reigned three months, and Zede-
kiah ; as you may see in Matthew’s genealogy of Christ.
Christ was legally descended from the kings of Judah,
though he was not naturally descended from them. He was.

‘both legally and naturally descended from David. He was

naturally descended from Nathan the son of David ; for Mary
his mother was one of the posterity of David by Nathan, as
you may see in Luke’s genealogy : But Joseph, the reputed
and, legal father of Christ, was naturally descended of Solo-
mon and his successors, as we have an account in Matthew’s
genealogy. Jesus Christ, though he was not the natural son
of Joseph, yet, by "the law and constitution of the Jews, he
R :
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was Joseph’s heir ; because he was the lawful son of Joseph’s:
lawful wife, conceived while she was his legally espoused wife..
The Holy Ghost raised up seed to him. A person by the
law of Mosas, might be the legal son and heir of another,
whose natural son he was not ; as sometimes a man raised up
seed to his brother ; a brother in some cases, was to build up-
a brother’s house 5 so the Holy Ghost built up Joseph’s
house.

And Joseph being in the du-ect line of the kings of Judah,.
of the liouse of David, he was the legal heir of the crown of
David: And Christ, being legally-his firstbern son, he was.
hisheir ; and so Christ, by the law, was the proper heir of
the crown of David, and is therefore said to sit upon the throne
of his father David.

The crown of God’s people was wonderfully kept in the
Yine of Christs legal ancestors. When David was old, and
not able any longer to manage the affairs of the kingdom,
Adonijah, one of his sons, set up to be king and seemed tor
have obtained his purpose ; all things for a while seemed fair
on his side, and he thought himgself strong ; the thing he
aimed at seemed to be accomplished. Butso it was, Adoni-
jah was not the son of David that was the ancester of Joseph,
the legal father of Christ ; and therefore, how wonderfully
did Providence work here ! What a strange and sudden revo~
Jution ! All Adonijahs kingdom and glory vanished away
as soon as it was begun ; and Solomon, the legal ancestor of’
Christ,'was established in the threne.

And after Solomon’s death, when Jeroboam had eonspired
against the family, and Rehoboam carried himself so that it
was a wonder all Israel was not provoked to forsake him, and
ten tribes did actually forsake him, and set up Jeroboam in
opposition to him ; and though he was a wicked man, and
deserved to have been rejected altogether from being king ;
yet he being the legal ancestor of Christ, God kept the king~
dom of the two tribes, in which the true religion was upheld,,
in his possession : And though he had been wicked, and his
son Abijam was another wicked prince ; yet they being legal
ancestors of Christ, God still continued the crown n the
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family, and gave it to Abijam’s son Asa. And afterwards,
though many of the kingsof Judah were very wicked men,
:and horridly provoked God, as particularly Jehoram, Ahaziah,
_ Ahaz, Manasseh, and Amon ; yet God did not take away the
crown from their family, but gave it to their sons, because
they were the ancestors of Christ. God’s remembering his -
covenant that he had established with David, is given as the
reason why God did thus, notwithstanding their wicked fives ;
as 1 Kings xv. 4. speaking there of Abijam’s wickedness, it is
said, « Nevertheless, for David’s sake did the Lord his God
give him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up bis son after him,
and to establish Jerusalem :** So 2 Chron. x#i. 7, speaking
there of Jehoram’s great wickedness, it is said, « Howbeit the
Lord would not destroy the house of David, because of the
<ovenant that he had made with David, and as he promiscd
to give a light unto him, and to his sens forever.”
‘The crown of the ten tribes was changed from one family
to another continually. First, Jeroboama took it; but the
crown remained in his family but for oné generation after his
.death ; it only descended to his son Nadab : And then Baashs,
that was ‘of another family, took it; and it remained in hig
posterity but-one generation after big death : And then Zimri,
that was his servant, not-of his posterity, tock it ; and
then, without descen ding at all to his posterity, Omri, that
wias of snother family, took it s and the crewn oontinued in his
family for three succeéssions; and then Jehu, that was of
another family took it ; and the crown confinued in his fami-
1y for three or four syccessions: And then Shallum, that was
of another family, took it : And the crown did not descend at
all to his posterity 3 but Menalrem, that was of another fami-
1y, took it ; and it remained in his family but one generation
after him : And then Pekah, that was of another family took
it ; and after him Hoshea, that was still of another family,
took it : So great a difference was there between the crewn of
Israel and the crown of Judah ; the one was continued ever-
morein the same family, and with very little interruption, in one
gight line ; the other was continually tossed about from one
family to another, as if it were the sport of fortune. The
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Teason was not, becausé the kiﬂgs of Judah, many of thém,
were better than the kingsof Israel ; but the one had the

blessmg in them ; they were the ancestors of Christ, whose

right it was to sit on the throne of Israel. But with the
kings of Israel it was not so; and therefore divine Prov-
idence exercised a continual care, through all the chang-
es that happened through so many generations, and such a
Yong space of time, to keep the erown of Judah in one direct
line, in fulfilment of the everlasting covenant he had made
with David, the mercies of which covenant were sure mercies;
but in the other case there was no such covenant, and SO NO
such care of Providenceé.

And here it must not be omitted, that there was once a very
strong conspiracy of the kings of Syria and Israel, in the timé
of that wicked king of Judah, Ahaz, to ‘dispossess Ahaz and
his family of the throne of Judah, and to set one of another
family, even the son of Tabeal, on it; as you may see in Isa.
vii. 6. « Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us
make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it,
even the son of Tabéal:” And they seeméd very likely to ac-
complish their purpose. There seemed to be so great a like-
lihood of it, that the hearts of the people sunk within them ;
they gave up the cause. If is said, « The heart of Ahaz and
his people was moved,as the trees of the wood are moved with
the wind.” And on this occasion-God sent the prophet Isaiah

"to encdurage the people, and tell them .that it should not

-come to pass. And because it looked so much like a gone

cause, that Ahaz and the people would very difficultly believe
that it would not be, therefore God directs the prophet to give
them this sign of it, ¥iz. that Christ should be born of the le-
gal seed of Ahaz ; as Isa. vii. 14. « Therefore the Lord him-
self shall give you a sign : Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” This wasa
good sign, and a great confirmation of the truth of what God
promised by Isaiah, viz. that the kings of Syria and Israel
should never accomplish their purpose of dispossessing the
family of Ahaz of the crown of Judah, and setting up the son
of Tabeal ; for Christ the Immanuel was to be of them.
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| I have mentioned this dispensation of Providence in this
. place, because, though it was .continued for so long a time,
yet it began in Solomon’s succession to the throne of his
father David. , ‘ .
. XII. The next thing I would take notice of; is the bullding
of the temple : A great typé of three things, viz. of Christ,
- especially the human nature of Christ ; of the church of
Christ; and of heavén. The tabernacle scemed rather to
represent the church in its moveablé, changeable state, here
in this world. But that beautiful, glorious, costly structure of
the temple, that succeeded the tabernacle, and was a fixed,
and not a moveable thing, seems especially to represent the
church in its glorified state in heaven. This temple was
built according to the pattern shown by the Holy Ghost te
David, and by divine direction given to David, in the place
where was the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, in
Mount Moriah, 2 Chron. iii. 1 ; in the same mountain, and
doubtless in the very same place, where Abraham offered up
his son Isaac ; for that is said to be a mountain in the land of
Moriah, Gen. kxii. 2, which mountain was called the mountain
vof the Lord, as this mountain of the temple was, Gen. xxii. 14.
« And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh ;
as it is said to this day, In the mount of'the Lord it shall be
seen.”

This was the house where Christ dwelt; till he came to
dwell in the temple of his body, or human nature, which was
the antitype of this temple ; as appéars, because Christ, on
occasion of showing him the temmple of Jerusalem, shys, ¢ De-
stroy this temple, and in three days will I raise it up,” speak-
ing of the temple of his body, John ii. 19, 20. This house, or
an house built in this place, continued to be the house of God,
the place of the worship of his church, till Christ came. Here
was the place that God chose, where all their sacrifices were
offered_up, till the great sacrifice came, and made the sacri-
fice and oblation to cease. Into his temple in this place the
Lord came, even the messenger of the covenant. Here he
often delivered his heavenly doctrine, and wrought miracles ;
bere his church was gathered by the pouring out of the Spir-

A —— ———— e
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it, after his ascension. Luke xxiv. 53, speaking of the disci-
ples, after Christ’s ascension, it is said, “ And they were con=-
tinually in the temple, praising and blessing God.” And,
Acts ii. 46, speaking of the multitudes that were canverted by
that great outpouring of the Spirit that was on the day of
" Pentecost, it is said, « And they continued daily with one ac-
cord in the temple.™  And, Acts v. 42, speaking of the apos-
tles, “ And daily in the temple, and in every house, they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” And hence the
sound of the gospel went forth, and the church spread into all
the world. ’ :

XIII. It is here worthy te be observed, that at this time, in
Solomon’s reign, after the temple was finished, the Jewish
church was risen to its highest external glory. The Jewish
-church, or the ordinances and constitution of it, is compared to
the moan, in Rev. xii. 1. « And there appeared a great wone
der in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.” .
As this church was like the moon in many other respects, so
it was in this, that it waxed and waned like the moon....,
¥rom the first foundation of it, that was laid in the cove~
pant made with Abraham, when this moon was now begin-
ning to appear, it had to this time been gradually increas~
ing inits glory. ‘This time, wherein the temple was finished
and dedicated, was about the middle, between the calling of
Abraham and the coming of Christ, and now it was full moon.
After this the glory of the Jewish chunch gradually decreased,
till Christ came ; as I shall have occasion more particularly
to observe afterwards.

Now the church of Israel was in its highest external glory ¢
Now Israel was multiplied exceedingly, so that they seemed
to have become like the sand on the sea shore, 1 Kings iv..
20 : Now the kingdom of Israel was firmly established in the
right family, the family of which Christ was to come : Now
God had chosen the city where he would place his name : Now
God had fully given his people the possession of the promised
land : And they now possessed the dominion of it all in quiet-
mess and peace, even from the river ot Egypt, gothe great

-
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river Euphrates ; all those nations that had formerly been
their enemies, quietly submitted to them ; none pretended to
‘rebel against them :...Now the Jewish wership in all its ordi-
nances was fully settled :...Now, instead of a moveable tent
and tabernacle, they had a glorious temple ; the most magni~
ficent, beautiful, and costly structure, that there was then, ever
had been, or ever has been since : Now the people enjoyed
peace and plenty, and sat every man under his vine and figtree,,
eating and drinking, and making merry, as 1 Kings iv. 20 :...
Now they were in the highest pitch of earthly prosperity, sil
ver being as plenty as stones, and the land full of gold and
precious stones, and other precious foreign commodities,
which were breught by Solomon’s ships from Ophir, and
which came from other parts of the world :...Now they had
a king reigning over them that was the wisest of men, and
probably the greatest earthly prince that ever was :..Now
their fame went abroad into all the earth, so that they came
from the utmost parts of the earth to see their glory and theip
happiness.

Thus God was pleased, in one of the ancestors of Christ,
remarkably to shadow forth the kingdom of Christ, reigning
in his glory. David, that was a man of war, a gnan who had
shed much blood, and whese life was full of troubles and cons
flicts, was more of a representation of Christ in his state of
humiliation, his militant. state, wherein he was conflicting
with his enemies. But Solomon, that was a man of peace,
was a representation more especially of Christ exalted, tri-
umphing, and reigning in his kingdom of peace. And the
happy glerious state of the Jewish church at that time, did
rematkably represent two things: I. That glorious state of
the church on earth that shall be in the latter ages of the
world ; those days of peace, when 'nation shall not lift sword
against nation, nor learn war any more. 2. The future gloris
fied state of the church in heaven. The earthly Canaan never
" was so lively a type of the heavenly Canaan, as it was then,
when the happy people of Israel did indeed enjoy it as a land,
Rowing with milk and honey.

L=
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XIV. After this the glory of the Jewish church gradually
declined more and more till Christ came ; yet not so but that
the work of redemption still went on. Whatever failed or
declined, God still carried on this work fram age to age ; this
building was still advancing higher and higher. Things still
went on, during the decline of the Jewish chureh, towards a
further preparation of things for the coming of Christ, as well
s during its increase ; for so wonderfully were things order-
ed by the infinitely wise governor of the world, that whatever
happened was ordered for good to this general design, and
made a means of promoting it. When the people of the
Jews flourished, and were in prosperity, he made that to con-
tribute to the promating this design ; and when they were in
adversity, God made that also to contribute to the carrying on
of the same design, While the Jewish church was in its in-
creasing state, the work of redemption was carried on by their
increase ; and when they came to their declining state, which
they were in from Solomon’s time till Christ, God carried on
the work of redemption by that. That decline itself was one
thing that Gad made use of as a further preparation for
Christ’s coming. '

As the moon, from the time of its full, is approaching near-
¢r and nearer to her conjunction with the sun ; so her light is
still more and more decreasing, till at length, when the cone
junction comes, it is wholly swallowed up in the light of the
sun, Sp it was with the Jewish church from the time of its
highest glory in Solomon’s time, In the latter end of Solo»
mon’s reign, the state of things began to darken, by Solomon’s
~ corrupting himself with idolatry, which much ebscured the
glory of this mighty and wise prince ; and withal troubles be-
gan to arise in his kingdom ; and after his death the kingdom
was divided, and ten tribes revolted, and withdrew their sub-
jection from the house of David, withal falling away from the
true worship of God in the temple at Jerusalem, and setting
up the golden calves of Bethel and Dan. And presently after
this the number of the ten tribes was greatly diminished in
the battle of Jeroboam with Abijah, wherein there fell down
slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men; which
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. Jows the Kingdom of Isracl prokably, pever in any measure ree

sovered.

‘The ten tibes Bnally apostatised from.the tme God under
Jeroboam,.and the kingdom of Iudeh was grestly cormapted,
and from that time forward were moze generally in a corrupt
state than otherwise. In Ahab's time the kingdom of Israel
Alid .not enly 'warship.the calves -of .Bethel and Dan, but the
worship of Banl wes introduced. Before, they pretended to

. worship the true God by these images, the calves of Jero-

Jhaam ; but now Ahab introduced gross idolatry, and the direct
worship of false.geds.in the room af-the true God; and seom
after the worship of Bagl was introduced jnte ;the kingdom of

. Judah, viz. in Jehoram’s reign, by his marrying Athaliah the

deughter of Aheb. After this God began 40 cut Israel short,
by finally destroying and sending into captivity that part of the
3and that was beyond Jordan, as yau may see in 2 Kings x. 33.
#c. Andthen afer this Tiglath Pileger subdued and capti-
Nated all the northern parts of the:land:; 2 Kings xv..29. And
then at Jast all the Jand of the ten tribes was snbdued by Sal.
maneser, aml theywere finally carried.captive ont of their own
land. After this qlso the kingdom of Judsh was carried cap-

- tive into Babylon, and a great.patt nf.the nation never returne

od. Those that reurned were but aemall number, compared
with what had beem carriedl - captive ; and-for the most part
afier shis.they were dependent on the power.of other states,
being subject one while to the kings of , Péusia, ;then to the
soonarchy of -the Grecians, apd then to the Remans. And
befoxe Christ’s time; the church of the.Jews was become ex-
ceeding corrupt, overrun with superstition and selfrighteous.
ness. And bow small a flock was the church of Christ in the
days of his.incarnation !

$30d, by this gradual decling of the Jewish state and church
from Solomon's time, . prepared the way:for the . commg of
Christ seversl ways,

- 1. ‘The decline of the glory of thislegal dispensation made
wny for theintroduction of the more glorious dispensation of
the gospél. The decline .of the glory of.the legal . dispensar
#iony wes to make .wayﬁonths introduction of .the evangelica}
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dispensation, that was so much more glorious, that the legal

dispensation had no glory in comparison with it. The gle-

ry of the ancient dispensation, such as it was in Solomon’s
time, consisting so much in external glory, was bat a child~
ish glory, compared with the spiritual glory of the dispen-
sation introduced by Christ. The: church under the Old Tes-

tament, was a child under tutors and governors, and God dealt

with it as achild. Those pompous éxternals are called by the

apostle, weak and beggarly clements. ¥ was fit that those
-things should be diminished as Christ approached ; as John
the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, speaking of Christ, days,

« He must increase, but I must decrease,” John iii. 30. Itis

fit that the twinkling stars should gradually withdraw their
glory, when the sun is approaching towards his rising. . The
glory of the Jewish dispensation must be gradually diminish-
ed, to prepare the way for the more joyful reception of the
spiritual glory of the gospel. If the Jewish church, when

Christ came, had been in the same external glory that it was
in, in the reign of Solomon, men would have had their eyes so
dazzled with it, that they would not have been likely joyfully
" to exchange such great external glory, for only the spiritual

glory of the poor despised Jesus. Again,

2. This gradual decline of the glory of the Jewish state,
tended to prepare the way for Christ’s coming anether way,
viz. as it tended to make the glory of God’s power, in the
great effects of Christ’s redemption, the more conspicuous.
God’s people being so diminished and weakened by one step
after another, till Christ came, was very much like the dimin-
ishing Gideon’s army. God told Gideon, that the people that
were with him, were too many for him to deliver the Midian.
ites into their hands, lest Israel should vaunt themselves
against him, saying, ¢ My own hand hath saved me.” And
therefore all that were fearful were commanded to return;
and there returned twenty and two thousand, and there re.
mained ten thousand. But still they were too many ; and
then, by trying the people at the water, they were reduced to
three hundred men. So the people in Solomon’s time were
t00 many, and mighty, and glorious for Christ ; therefore he




_Parr V.] - WORK OF REDEMPTION. 123

diminished them ; first, by sending off the ten tribes; and’

then he diminished them again by the captivity into Bapylon 5
and then they were further diminished by the great and gen-
eral corruption that there was when Christ came; so that
Christ found very few godly persons among them : And with
2 small handful of disciples, Christ conquered the world,...
Thus high things were brought down, that Christ might be
exalted. . .
3. This prepared the way for Christ’s coming, as it made
the salvation of those Jews that were saved by Christ, to be
"more sensible and visible. Though the greater part of the
nation of the Jews was rejected, and the Gentiles called in
their room ; yet there were a great many thousands of the
Jews that were saved by Christ after his resurrection, Acts
xxi. 20. - They being taken from so low a state under tempo-
ral calamity in their bondage to the Romans, and from a state

of great superstition and wickedness, that the. Jewish nation °

was then fallen into ; it made their redemption the more sen-
sibly and visibly glorious.

1 have taken notice of this dispensation of Providence in the
gihdual decline of the Jewish church in this place, because it
began in the reiga of Solomon.

XV. I would here take notice .of the additions that were

made to the canon of scripture in, or soon after the-reign of .

Solomon. ‘There were considerable additions made by Solo-

. mon himself, who wrote the books of Proverbs and Ecclesias-'

tes; probably near the close of his reign. His writing the

Song of Songs, as it is called, is what is gspecially here to be
taken notice of, which is wholly on the subject that we. are
upon, viz. Christ and his redemption, representing the high
and glorious relation, and ynion, and Jove, that are between
Christ and his redeemied church. And the history of the
scripture seems, in Solomon’s reign, and some of the next
succeeding reigns, to have been added to by the praphets, Na-
than and Ahijah, and Shemaiah and Iddo. It js probable that
part of the history which we have in the first of Kings was
written by them, by what is sqi,d 2 Chron, ix. 29, and in chap,
i, 15; and in chap. xiii. 22,
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XVI. God’s wonderfully upholding his church: ahd the
true religiont through this périod. It was: very wonderful,
considering the many and great apostasies that there were of
that people to idolatry. When the ten tribes had generally
and finally forsaken the trae worship of Gody God kept up the
true religion in the kingdont of Judah ; and when they cor-
rupted themselves, dés they very often did exceedingly, and
idolatry was ready totally to swallow all up, yet God kept the
Tamp alive, and was often pleased, wheh things seemed to be
come to an extremity, and religion at its last gasp, to grant
blessed revivals by remarkable outpourings of his Spirit, pare
ticularly in Hezekidh’s and Josiah’s time.

XVII. God remarkably kept the book of the law from bes
ing lost in times of general and lang continued neglect of, and
enmity against it. The most remarkable instance of thia
kind that we have, was the preservation of the book of the law
in the time of the great apostasy, during the greatest part of
the long reign of Muanasseh, which lasted fiftyfive years, and
- then after that the reign of Amon his son. This; while the
book of the law was so much neglécted, and such a careless
and profane management of the affairs of the temple preva¥t
ed, that the book of the law, that used to be laid up by the
side of the ark in the Holy of Holies, was lost for a long time ;
nobody knew where it was. But yet God preserved it from
being finally lost. In Josiah's time, when they came to repair
the temple, it was found buried in tfubbish, after it had been
lost so long that Josiah himself seems to have be¢en mucha’
stranger to it till now.. See 2 Kings xxii. 8, &c.

XVIII God's remarkably préserving the tribe of which
Christ was to proceéd; fiomi being ruined through' the many
and great dangers of this period. The visible church of
Christ from Solomon’s reign; was mainly in the tribe of Ju-
dah. - The tribe of Betjathin, that was arinexed to themy was
but a very small tribe, #nd the tribe of Judah exceeding large 5 '
and as Judah took Benjaminh under his covert when he went
into Egypt to bring corn, so the tribe of Benjaniin scemed to
be under thé covert of Judah ever after : And thoughy on ocs
casion of Jeroboam’s setting up the calves at Bethel and Dany
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thre Levites resorted to Judah out of all the tribes of Isracl, (2
* Chron. xi. 13) yet they were also small, and' not reckoned
among. the tribes : And though many of the ten tribes did also
on that occasion, for the sake of the worship of God in the tem«
ple, leave their inheritances intheirséveral tribes, and removed
and settfed in Judahy ahd so were incorporated with them, as’
we have an account in the chapter just quoted, and 16th verse;
yet the tribe of Judah was so much the prevailing part, that
ey were called by one name, they were called Judak : Theres
fore God said to Solomon, t Kings xi. 13. « ¥ will not rend "
sway atl the kingdom ; but wil give one tribe to thy son, for
Pavid my servant’s sakey and for Jerusalem’s sake, which 1
have chosén,” and so ver. 32, 36. So when the ten tribes
Were carried captive, it is said, there was none left but the
tribe of Judah only : 2 Kings xvii. 18. % Therefore the Lord
was very wroth with Israel, and removed them out of his
gight : There was none left but the tribe of Judah only.”
‘Whence they were all called Jews, which is a word that comes
This was the tribe of which Christ was to come ; and in
this chiefly did God’s visible church consist, from Solomon’s
time : And this was the people over whom the kings that
were legal ancestors of Christ, and were of the house of Da+
vidy teigned. ‘This people was wonderfully preserved from
destruction during this period, when they often seemed to be
upon the brink of rein, and just ready to be swallowed up, So
it was in Rehoboam’s time, when Shishak king of Egypt came
* against Judah with such a vast force; yet then God manifestly
preserved them from being destroyed. Of this we read in
thé beginning of the 12th chapter of 2 Chronicles. So it was
again in Abijah’s time, when Jeroboam set the battle in array
agdinst him with eight hundred thousand chosen men; a
mighty army indeed. We read of it, 2 Chron. xiii. 3. Then
God wrought deliverance to Judah, out of regard to the cove-
nint of grace established with David, as is evident by verse 4
@nd 5 ; and the victory they obtained was because the Lord
Wi on their side, as you may see verse 12. So it was again -
ih As’s time, when Zerah the Ethiopian came against him
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with a yet larger army of a thousand thousand, and three hun~
dred chariots, 2 Chron. xiv.9. On this occasion Asa cried to
the Lord, and trusted in him, being sensible that it was noth-

ing with him to help those that had no power; ver. 11. « And -

Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing
with thee to help, whether with many, or with these that have
no power.” And accordingly God gave them a gloriaus vic-
tory over this mighty host.

So again it was in Jehoshaphat's time, when the children of
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and the inhabitants of
Mount Seir, combined together against Judah with a mighty
army, a force vastly superior to any that Jehashaphat could
raise ; and Jehoshaphat and his people were greatly afraid ;
yet they set themselves to seek God on this occasion, and
trusted in him ; and God told them by one of his prophets,
that they need not fear them, nor should they have any occae
sion to fight in this battle, they should only stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord. And according to his direction,

_ they only stood still, and sang praises to God, and God made
their enemies do the work themselves, and set them to kill-
ing one another ; and the children of Judah had nothing ta

de, but to gather the spoil, which was more than they could -

carry away. ‘We have the story in 2 Chron. xx.

So it was again in Ahaz's time, when Rezin the king of Sy—
ria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel, conspir-
ed against Judah, and seemed to be sure of their purpose ; of
which we have spoken already. So it was again in Hezekiah’s
time, when Sennacherib, that great king of Assyria, and head
of the greatest monarchy that was then in the world, came up
against all the fenced cities of Judah, after he had conquered
most of the neighboring countries, and sent Rabshakeh, the
captain of his host, against Jerusalem, who came, and in a
very proud and scornful manner insulted Hezekiah and his
people, as being sure of victory ; and the people were trem-
bling for fear, like lambs before a lion. Then God sent Isaiah
the prophet to comfort them, and assure them: that they

should not prevail ; as a token of which he gave them this.

ségn, viz. that the earth, for two years successively, should
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bring forth food of itself, from the roots of the old stalks,
without their ploughing or sowing ; and then the third year

-they should sow and reap, and plant vineyards, aid eat the -
-fruit of them, and live on the fruits of their labor, as they were

wont to do before. See 2 Kings xix. 29. This is mentioned

" -as a type of what is promised in ver. 30, 31. ¢ And the rem-
‘nant that is-escaped of the house of Judah, shall yet again take

root downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem
shall go forth a' remnant, and they that escape out of Mount
‘Sion : The zeal of the Lord of hosts shalldo this.* The
corn’s springing again after it had been cut off with the sickle,
snd bringing forth another crop from the roots, that seemed
“to be dead, and so once and again, represents the church’s re~
viving again, as it were, out of its own ashes, and, flourishing

like a plant, after.it had seemingly been cut down past recov-

ery. When the enemies of the church have done their ut-
most, and seem to have gdined their point, and to have over-
thrown the church, so that the being of itis searcely visible,
but like a living root hid under ground ; yet there is asecret
life in it that will cause it to flourish again, and to take root
downward, and bear fruit upward. This was fulfilled now “at
this time ; fot the king of Assyria had already taken and car-
ried captive the ten tribes; and Sennacherib had also taken
all the fenced cities of Judah, and ranged the country round
about, end Jerusalem only remained ; and Rabshakeh had
in his own imagination already swallowed that up, as he had
also in the fearful apprehensions of the Jews themselves. But
yet God wrought & wonderful deliverance. He sent an angel,
that in one night smote an hundred fourscore and five thous-

‘and in the enemy’s camp.

XIX, In the reign of Uzziah, and the following reigns,God
‘was pleased to raise up a set of eminent prophets, who should
commit their prophecies to writing, and leave them for the
use of his church in all ages. We before observed how that
God began a constant succession of prophets in Israel in
Bamuel’s time, and many of these prophets wrote by divine in-
spiration, and so added to the canon of scripture, before Uzzi-
ab’stime. But none of them are supposed to have written
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books of prophecies till now. Several of them wrote histoe
ries of the wonderful dispensations of God towaris his church.
This we have observed alveady of Samuel, who.is supposed to
have written Judges and Ruth, and part of the first.of Samuel,
;ifnot the book of Joshua. And Nathan and Gad seem to
‘have written the rest of the two boaks of .Samuel : .And Na.
than, with Ahijah and Iddo, wrote the history.of Solomon,
which is probably that which we have .in the first -book -of
Kings. The history of Israel spems to have begn further car-
ried on by Jddo and Shemaiah : -2 Chron. xii. 15.4 Now the
acts of Rehpboam, first and last, ave they net written .in the
‘book -of -Shewaiah the prophet, and Iddo the seer, cancern-
ing genealogies ”  And after that the history scems to have
‘been fusther carried -on;by the prophet Jehu, the son of Han-
gni : 2.Chron, xx. .34. ¢« Now the rest of the acts.of Jehosh-
aphat, first and last, behold they are writtan in the book of Je-
‘huy, the son of Hanani, who is mentianed in the book of the
kings of Lereel,” as we. find him to e, 1. Kings xvi. 1, 7. And
then it;was further continued by the. prephet-Isqiah ;,2 Chron.
xxvi. 32. « Now the rest.of the acts of Ugzigh, first and last,

gid Isaiah the prophet, the son of .Amgs, write.” He probably

did it as well in the second book of kings, as in the book. of his
Prophecy. And the history was carried on and finished by
pther prophets afterhim,

Thus the prophets, even -from Samuel’s time, had from
time. to time, been adding-to the capon of scripture by thejr
historical writings. But now,in the days -of Ugsiah, did God
first raise up a set of great prophats, not oply to write histo-
ries, but to write bogks of their prophecies. The finst.of
~ thesg is thought to be Hosea the son. of ‘Beeri, and thereforn
his prophecy, -or the word of the Lord:by .him, is called .the
beginning of the word of .the Lord ; .as Hpsea 1. 2. « The bes
ginning of the.word of the Lard by Hosea ;* -that is, the bee
ginning, -or.the first part, .of the written .aword of that kind,
viz. that which.is written in.books of propbecy. He prophes
cied in the .days .of Uzziah, Jotham, .Ahaz, and Hezekinh,
kings of Judah, and in the days.of Jeroboam, the sen of Joash,
king of Isracl. These was smany other witpesses ; for God
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. xaised up about the same time to commit their ‘prophecies ta

writing Isaiah, and Amos, and Jonah, and Micah, and Nahum,

and probably some others ; and so from that time forward

God seemed to continue a succession of writing prophets.
This was a great dispensation of Providence, and a greatad-

. yance made in the affair of redemptiop, which appears, if we

consider what was said before, that the main business of the
prophets was to foreshew Christ, and his redemption. They
were all forerunners of the great prophet. The main end -
why the spirit of prophecy was given them was, that they
might give testimony to.Jesus Christ, the great Redeemer,
that was to come ; and therefore the testimony of Jesus, and
the spirit of prophecy, are spoken of as the same thing : Rev.
xix. 10. ¢ And I fell at his feet to worship him : And he said

unto me, See thou do itnot: I am thy fellow servant, and of
thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus : Worship God:

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” - And
therefore we find, that the great and main thing. that the
most of the prophets in their written prophecies insist upon,
is Christ and his redemption, and the gloridus times of the
gospel, which should be in the latter days, according to their
manner of expression. And though many other things were
spoken of in their prophecies, yet it seems to be only as intro-
ductory to their prophecy of these great things. Whatever

_ they prophecy of; here their prophecies commonly terminate,

as you may sge by g careful perysal of their writings.

These prophets were set to writing their prophecies by
the spirit of Christ that was in them, chiefly for that end, to
foreshow and prepare the way for the coming of Christ, and
the glory that shonld follow. Angd in what an exalted strain
do they all speak of those things ; many other things they
speak of in men’s usyal langnage. But when they come up-
on this subject, what 3 joyful hegvenly stiblimity is there in
.the language they use aboutit ! Some of them are very par-
icular and full in their predictions of these things, and abeve
a1l the Prophet Isaiah, who ie therefore deservedly called the
svangelical prophet. He seems to teach the glorious dectrines
#f the gospel almost as plainly as the apostles did, whe preach:

<
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&d after Christ was actually comié.  The Apostie Paul thete-
fore takes potice, that the Prephet Esains is very bokd, Romt.
x. 20. 1. ¢. as the mhéuning of the Wotd, as wsed in the New

Testament, is very plain, he spebks out very plainly and

fully ; so being « very bold” is uded, 2 Cor. ii. 12, we use-
@ grreat plainness of spedthy™ of « !sbldness," asitis in the
thargin.

How phainly and fully dees the prophet ksaiah duscribe the
thanter and circumstances, the nature and end of the suffers
ibg and sacrifice of Christ, in the 53d chapter of his prophecy.
There is scatce a chapter in the New Testament itself which
s movre full on t ¥ And how much, and in what a glorfous
strain, does the same prophet speak from time tb time of the
glotious benefits of Christ, the unspeskable blessings which
shell redouhd to his charch ‘throogh his redemption ! Jesus.
Christ, the persom that this prophet spoke so much of; onhce
#ppeared to Isakah ih the form of the huthan nahm, the na-
tute that he showM afterwards take @pon him. ~ We have m
#ccount of it inn the 8th chapter of his-prophecy at the begine
fithg ; « 1 saw also the Lord siting on = throne, high and lift-
¢d up, ahd his train filled the temple,” &c. This was Christ
that Isiiah now saw, as weare expressly told in the New Pes-
‘tanent. See John xii. 39, 49, 41.

Anhd ¥ we consiler the abundant prephecies of this ahd the -

ettier prophets, what a great increase is there of the light of
the gospel, which had been growing from the fall.of man to
this day ? How plentiful are the reveldtions and prophecies
of Christ now, to what they ‘wete in ‘the first period of the Old
¥estament, from Adam to Noah ? ‘Or to what they were in
“the second, from Noah to. Abraham ? ‘Or to ‘what they were
_ before Moses, or in the time of Moses, Joshus, and the Yudg-
es? This dispensation that we are now speaking of, was also
a glorious advarice of the work of redemption by e great ad-
ditionts that were made to the canon of scripture. ‘Great part
of the Old Testament was written now, from the days-of Uz-
iah to the captivity into Babylon. And ‘how excellent are
those pottioris of it ? 'Whit a precious treasure ‘have those
prophets committed to the church -of God; tending greatly ta
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canfirm the gospelof Christ ? And which ‘has been of.great
comfort and benefit to God’s church in 3ll ages since, snd
daybtless will be to the end.pf the world.

we—nqapi
PART V‘L

from the Baiylcmih Capzmty » :I;c Coming qf
 Chrise. ‘

I COME now to the last jzeﬁod of the Old Testament,
wiz. that which begms with she Babylonish Cgptivity, and ex-
‘tgnds to.the coming of Christ, being the greatest part of six
Jundred years, to shew how the mrk~of redemption was car-
ned on through this penod

But befare I enter upon pamculars, 1 would observe;in threc
things, wherein this period is distinguished from ﬂle_preced-
ing periods of the times of the Old Testament.

" 1. Theugh we have no account of a great partof this perind
in t_he scriptare history, yet the-events of this period are more
the subjectof scripture prophecy, than any.of the preceding
periods. There are two ways wherein the scriptures give ac-
«count of the events by which the work of redemption is carried
‘on ; one is by history,and gnotherir *~=- " 7 v+ An ¥n e -

the other of these ways we have ¢
,account how the work of redempti

ginning to the end.  Although tt
. proper history of the whole, yet

chain of great events by which th

from the foundation, soon after the
“of it at the end of the world, eit]

And it is to be pbserved, that where the scnpture is wantl,ng m
‘one of these ways, it is made up in the other. Where scripture
\hxstory fails, there prophecy takes place; so that the account
is still carried on, 3nd the chain is nat broken, till we come to ‘
the very last Jink of it in the consummation of all things,
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And aceordingly it is observable of this period or space
of time that we are upon, that though it is so much less the
subject of scripture history, than most of the preceding peri+
ods, so that there is above four hundred years of it that the
scriptures give us no history of ; yet the events of this period
are more the subject of scripture prophecy, than the events
of all the preceding perieds put together. Most of those re-
markable prophecies of the book of Daniel do refer to events
that were accomplished in this period : Sa most of thiose proph-
ecies in Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, aguinst Babylon,
and Tyrus, and against Egypt, and many other nations, were,
fulfilled in this period,

So thatthe reason why the scriptures give us no history of
so great a part of this peaod, is not because the events ef-
this period were not so important, or less ‘worthy to be taken
notice of, than the events of the foregoing periods ; for I shall
hereaiter show how great and distinguishedly remarkgblg the -
events of this period were. But there are several other rea-
sons which may be given of it. One is that it was the will of ,
God that the spirit of prophecy should cease jn this period,
(for reasons that may be given hereafter ;) so that there ‘\‘yer;'
no prophets to write the history of these times ; and there-
fore God, designing this, took care that the great events of this
pcrmd should not be without mention in his word ; and so or-
dered it, that the préphecies of scripture should be more full
helc, than in the preceding periods. It is observable, that
that set of writing prophets that God raised up in Israel, were
raised up at the latter end of the foregoing period, and at the
beginning of this ; which it is likely was partly for that reason;
that the time was now. approaching, of which the spirit of
prophecy having ceased, there was to be no scripture hlstory,
and therefore no other scr: ipture gccount but what was given
_ in prophecy.

And another reason that may be given why there was so
great a part of this penod Jeft without an historical account in
scnpture, is, that God i in his proyxdencc took care, that there
shoyld be authentic and full accounts of the events of this pe-
riod preserved in profane lnstory Itis remarkable, and- very
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worthy to be taken notice of, that witix,respect to the events of

the five preceding periods, of which the scriptures give the

" history, profane history gives us no account, or at least of but
very few of them. There are many fabulous and uncertain
accounts of things that happened before ; but the beginning
of the times of authentic profane history is judged to be but a
little before Nebuchadnezzar’s time, about an hundred year$
before. The learned men among the Greeks and Romans,
used to call the ages before that, the fabulous age ; but the
times after that they called, the kistorical age. And from about
that timé to the coming of Christ, we have undoubted accounts

- in profane history of the principal events ; accounts that won=
derfully agree with the many prophecies that we have m
scripture of those times. .

Thus did the great God, that disposés all things, order it.
He took care to give an historical account of things from the
beginning of the world, through all those former ages which
profane history does not reach, and ceased not il he came to
‘those later ages in which profané history related thmgs with
some certainty : And concerning those times, he gives us
abundant account in prophecy, that, by comparing profane his-
tory with those prophecies, we might see the agreement.

2. This period being the 1ast period of the Old Testament,
and the next to the commg' of Christ, séems to have been
femarka\ily distinguishéd from all others in the great revolu-
tions that were among the nations of the earth, to make way
l’or the kingdom of Christ. The time now drawing nigh,
lwherem Christ, the great King and Saviour of the world, was'
to come, great and mighty were the changes that were
‘brought to pass in order to it. The way had been preparing
for the coming of Christ from the fall of man, through all the
Foregoing periods : But now the time drawing nigh, things
began to ripen apace for Christ’s coming ; and therefore di-
vine Providence wrought wonderfully now. The greatest
revolutions that any history whatsoever gives an account of;
-that ever had been from the floed, fell out in this period.

" Almost all the then known world, i. e. all the nations that
were round about the land of Canaan, far and near, that were -
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withinthe reach of their knowledge, were overturned again and
again. Alllands were in their turns subdued, captivated, and as
#t were emptied,and turned upside down,and that mast'of them
xepeatedly, in this period ; agreeably to that prophecy, Isa,
- xxiv. 1. « Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty; he
maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth
abroad the inhabitants thereof.” ,
This emptying, and turnipg upside down, began with God’s
visihle church, in their captivity by the king of Babylon. And
ther the cup from them went round to all other nations, agree-
ably to what Gad revealed to the prophet Jeremiah, xxv. 15

-~27. Here special respect scems to be had to the great re- .

volutions that there were on the face of the earth in the times of
the Babylonish empire. But after that there were three general
averturnings of the world before Cbrist came, in the succes-
" sion of the three great maonarchies of the world that were after
" the Babylonish empire. The king of Babylon js represented
in scripture as averturning the world: But after that the Baby-
Jonish empire was overthrown by Cyrus; who founded the
Persian empire In the room of it ; which was of much great-
er extent than the Babylonish empire in its greatest glory.
Thus the world was overturned the second time. And then,
after that, the Persjan empire was overthrown by Alexander,
and the Grecian empire was set yp wpon the ruins of it; which
was still of much greatcr extent than the Persian empire :
.And thus there was a gencral overturning of the world a third
tiree. And then, after that, the Grecian empire was over-
thrown by the Romans, and the Roman empire was establish-
ed ; which vastly excegded all the foregoing empires in pow-
er and extent of dominion. And sp the world was overturned
the fourth time. = .
These several monarchies, and the great revolutions of the
world under them, are abundantly spoken of in the prophecies
of Daniel. They arc represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s image
of gold, silver, brass, and iron; and Daniel’s interpretation of
it, in the second chapter of Daniel ; and then in Daniel’s vision
of the four beasts, and the angel’s interpretation of it ip the
sexenth chapter of Daniel. Aug the sncecssion of the Pere
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sian and Grecian monatchies is mote particulatly represented -
I the 8th chapter in Daniel’s vision of the ram and the he
goit, and again in the 11th chapter of Daniel.' A
And beside these four general overturnings 6f the worldy'
the world was kept in a constant tumult between whiles : And
indeed the wbrld was as it were ina continual convulsion

* through this whole period till Christ came. Before this pes

riod, the face of the earth was comparatively in quietness 3
‘Though there were many great wars among the nations, yet
we read of no such mighty and unjversal convulsions and -
overturnings as there were in this period. The nations

. of the world, most of them, had long renmained on their Jees aa

it'were, without being emptied from vessel to vessel, asis
said of Moab, Jer. xlvifi. 11. Now these great overturnings
were because the time of the great Messiah drew nigh. “That

“they were to prepare the way for Christ's coming, is evident

by scripture, particularly by Ezek. xxi. 27. « I will overturn,
overturn, overturn it, and it shall be no more, until he coms
whose right it is, and I will give it him.” "The prophet, by
repeating the word overturn three times, has respect
three overturnings, as in the Revelatlon, viii. 13. The repe-
fition of the word wo three times, signifies three distinct
woes ; as appears by what follows, ix. 12. ¢« One wo s past ;®
and xi. 14. « The second wo is past, and behold the third wa
cometh quickly.”

It must be noted, that the prophet Ezekiel prophesied in
the time of the Babylonish captivity ; and therefore. thers
were three great and general overturnings of the world to
ceme after this prophecy, before Christ came ; the first by the
Persians, the second by the Greclans, the third by the Ro-
mans ; and then after that, Christ, whose right it was to take
the diadem, and reign, should come. Here these great over»
turnings are evidently spoken of; as preparatory to the coming
and kingdom of Christ.  But to understand the words aright,
we must note the particular expression, « I will overturn,
overturn, overturn i2.” i. e. the diadem and crown of Israel, ot
the supreme temporal dominion over God’s visible peaple.
‘This God said should be no more, i, ¢, the crown should be
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taken off, and the diadem removed, as itis said in the forego-
ing verse. The supreme power over Israel should be no
more in the royal line of David, te which it properly belonged,
but should be removed away, and given to athers, and over-
turned front one to another : First the supréme power over
Israel should be in the hands of the Persians; and then it
should be overturned =zzain ; and then it should bé in the
hands of the Grecians; and then it should be overturned
- again, and come into the hands of the Romans, ‘and should be
no more in the line of David, till that very person should
come, that was the son of David, whose proper nght it was,
and then God would give it to him.

That those great shakings and revolutions of the nations of
the world were all to prepare the way for Christ’s eoming and
setting up his kingdom in the world, is further manifest by
Haggai, ii. 6, 7. « For thus sajth the Lord of hosts, Yet once,
it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land : ‘And I will shake all nations,
and the desire of al] nations shall come, and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.”  And again, ver,
21,22and 23. Itis evident by this, that these great revolu-
tions and shakings of the natipns, whereby the thrones of king-
doms, and armies were overthrown, and every one came down
by the sword of his brother, were to prepare the way for the
coming of him who is the desire of all nations. -

The great changes and troubles that have sometimes been
in the visible church of Christ, are in Rev. xii. 2, cornpared
to the church’s being in travail to bring forth Christ ; so these
great troubles and mighty revolutions that were in the world
before Christ was born, were, as it were, the world’s being in
travail to bring forth the Son of God. The apostle, in the 8th
of Romans, represents the “whole creation as groaning and
travailing in pain together until now, to bring forth the liber-

erty and manifestation of the children of God. So the world

as it were travailed in pain, and was in continual convulsions
for several hundred years together, to bring forth the first
born child, and the only begotten Son of God. And those
mighty revolutions were as so many pangs and throes ip order
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toit. The world being so long a time kept in a state of war
and bloodshed, prepared the way for the coming of the Prince
of Peace, as it showed the great need the world stood in of
: such a prince to deliver the world from its miseries.

‘It pleased God to order it in his providence, that earthly
power and dominion should be raised to its greatest height,
and appear in its utmost glory, in those four great monarchies
that succeeded one another, and that every one should be

- greater and more glorious than the preceding, before he set
up the kingdom of his Son. By this it appeared how much
more glorious his spiritual kingdom was than the most glo-
rious temporal kingdom. The strength and glory of Satan’s
kingdom in these four mighty monarchies, appeared in its
greatest height : For those monarchies were the monarchies

- of the Heathen world, and so the strength of them was the

strength of Satan’s kingdom. God suffered Satan’s kingdom
to rise to so great a height of power and magnificence before
his Son came to overthrow it, to prepare the way for the more
glorious triumph of his Son. * Goliath must have on all his
splendid armor when the stripling David comes against him
with a sling and a stone, for the greater glory of David’s vic-
tory. God suffered one of those great monarchies to subdue
enother, and erect itself on the other’s ruins, appearing still in
greater strength, and the last to be the strongest and mightiest
of all : That so Christ, in overthrowing that, might as it were
overthrow them all at once ; as the stone, cut out of the mount-
ain without hands, is represented as destroying the whole
image, the gold, the silver, the brass, the iron, and the clay }
so that all became as the chaff of the summer threshing fleor,
These mighty empires were suffered thus to-overthrow the
world, and destroy one another : And though their power was
so great, yet they could not upheld themselves, Lut fell one
after another, and came to nothing, even the last of them, that
was the strongest, and had swallowed up the earth. It pleas-
ed God thus to show in them the instability and vanity of all
earthly power and greatness; which served asa foil to set
forth the glory of the kingdom of his Son, which never shall
be destroyed, as appears by Dan. ii. 44. % I the days of thesg
S
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kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed: And the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces, and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” So greatly does
this kingdom differ from all those kingdoms; they vanish
away, and are left to other people ; but this shall not be left to
other people, but shall stand for ever. God-suffered the devil
to do his utmost, and to establish his interest, by setting up

- the greatest, strongest, and most glorious kingdoms in the
world that he could, before the despised Jesus overthrew him
and his empire. Christ came into the world to bring down
the high things of Satan’s kingdom, that the hand of the Lord
might be on every one that is proud and lofty, and every high
tower, and-every lofty mountain ; as the Prophet Isaiah says,
chap. ii. 12, &c.. 'And therefore these things were suffered to
rise very high, that Christ might appear so much the more
glorious in being above them.

Thus wonderfully did the great and wise Govemor of the
‘world prepare the way for the erecting of the glerious king-

i dom of his beloved Son Jesus.:

3. Another thing for which this last period or space of time
before Christ was particularly remarkable, was the wonderful
preservation of the church through all those overturnings.
The preservation of the church was on sorze accounts more
remarkable through this-period, than through any of the fore~
going. It was very wonderful that the church, which in this
period was so weuk, and in so low a. state, and mostly subject
to the deminion of Heathen monarchies, should be preserved
for five or six hundred years together, while the world was so.
often everturned, and the earth was rent in pieces, and made
so often empty and waste, and the inhabitants of it came down.
so often every one by the sword of his brother. I say it was
wonderful that the church, in its weak and low 'state, being but
a little handful of men, should be preserved in all these great
convulsions ; especially considering that the land. of Judea,
the chief place of the church’s residence, lay in the midst of
them, as it wére in the middle between the contending par-
ties, and was very much the seat of war amongst them, and:
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was often overrun and subdued, and sometimes in the handsof .
-one people, and sometimes another, and very much the object
of the envy and hatred of all Heathen nations, and often al-
most ruined by them, often great multitudes of its inhabitants
being slain, and the land in a great measure depopulated;
and those who had them in their power, often intended the ut-
ter destruction of the whole nation. Yet they were upheld ;
they were preserved in their captivity in Babylon, and they
. were upheld again under all the dangers they passed through
under the kings of Persia,.and the much greater dungers they
were liable to under the empire of the Greeks, and afterwards
when the world was trodden down by the Romans.

And their preservation through this period was also distin-
guishingly remarkable, in that we never read of the church’s
suffering persecution in any former period in any measure tq
such a degree as they did in this, under Antiochus Epiphanes,
of which more afterwards. This wonderful preservation of
the church through all these overturnings of the world, gives
light and confirmation, to what we read in the beginning
of the 46th Psalm : « God is our refuge and strength, a very.
present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be car-
ried.into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof
roar, and be troubled ; though the mouptains shake with the
swelling thereof.”

“Taus I have taken notice of some general things wherein
4his last period of the Old Testament times was distinguished.
I come now to censider how the work of .redcmption was car-
ried on in parmmlars .And, .

I. The first thing that here offers is the captivity of the
Jews into Babylon. This was a great dispensation of Provi-
dence, and such as never was before. The children of Israel
in the time of the judges, had often been brought under their
enemies ; and many particular persons were carried captive
at other times. But never had there been any such thing as
destroying the whole land, the sanctuary, and the city of Jeru~
salem, and all the cities and villages of the land, and carrymg
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the whele bedy of the people out of their own land into a couna
try many hundred miles distant, and leaving the land of Ca«
naan empty of God’s visible people. The ark had once fors
saken the tabernacle of Shiloh, and was carried captive into
+ the land of the Philistines : But neéver had there been any
such thing as burning the sanctuary, and utterly destroy«
ing the ark, and ¢arrying away all the sacred vessels and
utensils, and breaking up all their stated worship in the land,
and the land’s lying waste and empty for so many years to-
gether.  How lively are these things set forth in the Lamen-
tations of Jeremiah !
The work of redemption was promoted by this remarkablo
dispensation in these following ways.

1. It finally cured that nation of their itch after idolatry.
The Prophet Isaiah, speaking of the setting up of the king-
dom of Chirist, chap. ii. 18, spesks of the abolishing of idolatry
as one thing that shoald be done to this ends « And the idols
he shall utterly abolish,” When the time was drawing near,
that God would abolish Heathen idolatry, through the greats
er part of the known world, as he did by the preaching of the
gospel after Christ came, it pleased him first to abolish Heath»
enism among his own people ; and he did it now by their
captivity into Babylon; a presage of that abolishing of idols, .
that God was about to bring to pass by Christ through so
great a part of the Heathen world.

This nation that was addicted to idolatry before for so

" thany ages, and that nothing would cure them of, not all the
reproofs, and warnings, and corrections, that they had, and all
the judgments God inflicted on them for it; yet now were
finally cured ; so that however some might fall into this sin
afterwards, as they did about the time of Antiochus's perse-
cution, yet the hation, as a nation, never shewed any hanker- |
ing after this sin any more. This was a remarkable and
wonderful change in that people, and what directly promoted
the work of redemption, as it was a great advancement of the
interest of religion.

2. It was one thing that prepared the way for Christ’s
coming, and setting up the glorious dispensation of the gos-
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pel, as it took away many of those things wherein consisted
the glory of the Jewish dispensation. In order to introduce
the glorious dispensation of the gospel, the external glory of
the Jewish church must be diminished, as we observed be-
fore, This the Babylonish captivity did many ways; it
brought the people very low.
First, It removed the temporal diadem of the house of
- David away from them, i. e. the supreme and independent
government of themselves. It took away the crown and dia»
dem from the nation. The time now approaching when
Christ, the great and everlasting king of his church, was to
reign, it was time for the typical kings to withdraw. As God
said by Ezekiel, chap. xxi. 26. ¢« He removed the crown and
. diadem, that it might be no more, till he should come, whose
right it was.” The Jews henceforward were always depend-
ent on the governing power of other nations, until Christ
came, for near six hundred years, excepting about ninety
years, during which space they maintained a sort of independ-
ence, by continual wars, under the ‘dominiun of the Macca-
bees and their postcrlty
Again, by the captivity, the glory and magnificence of
the temple was taken away, and’ the temple that was built
afterwards, was nothing in comparison with it. Thus it was
meet, when the time drew nigh that the glorious antitype of
the temple should appear, that the typical temple should have
its glory withdrawn.

Again, another thing that they lost by the captivity, was the
two tables of the testimony delivered to Moses, written with
the finger of God ; the two tables on which God with his own
finger wrote the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. These
seem to have been preserved in the ark till the captivity.
These were in the ark when Solomon placed the ark in the
temple, 1 Kings viii. 9. There was nothing in the ark, save
the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb. And
we have no reason to suppose any other, but that they remain-
ed there as long as that temple stood. But the Jews speak of
these as finally lost at that time ; though the samé command-
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ments were preserved in the book of the law. These tables

also were withdrawn on the approach of their antitype.
Again, another thing that was lost that the Jews had betore,
was the Urim and Thummim. Thisis evident by Ezra, ii.

63. « And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not
eat of the most holy things, till there should stand up a priest
with Urim and Thummim.” And we have no account that
this was ever restored ; but the ancient writings of the Jews
say the contrary. What this Urim and Thummim was, I
shall not now inquire ; but only observe, that it was something
by which the high priest inquired of God, and received im-
mediate answers from him, or by which God gave forth im~
mediate oracles on particular occasions. This was now withs
‘drawn, the time approaching, when Christ, the antitype of the
Urim and Thummim, the great word apd orgcle of God, was
to come. )

. Another thing that the ancient Jews say was wanting in the
second temple, avas the Shechinah, or cloud of glory over the
mercy seat. This was promised to be in the tabernacle :
Levit. xvi. 2. « For I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy
scat.” And we read elsewhere of the cloud of glory descend-
ing into the tabernacle, Exod. x1. 35 ; and so we do likewise
with respect to Solomon’s temple. But we have no account

that this cloud of glory was in the second temple. And the '

ancient accounts of the Jews say, that there was no sych thing
in the second temple. This was needless in the second temple,
considering that God had promised that he would fill this
temple with glory anather way, viz. by Christ’s coming into
it ; which was afterwards fulfilled. See Haggai, ii. 7. «I
will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come,
and I will fill this house. with glary, saith the Lord of hosts.”
. Another thing, that the Jews in their ancient writings men-
tjon as being now withdrawn, was the fire from heaven on the
gltar. When Moses built the tabernacle and altar in the wil-
derness, and the first sacrifices were offered on it, fire came
down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering, as in
Levit. ix. 24 ; and so again, when Selomon built the temple,
and offered the first sacrifices,asyou may see in 2 Chron. vii. 1.
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And this fire was never to go out, but with the greatest
care to be kept alive, as God commanded, Levit. vi. 13. « The
fire shall ever be burning upon the altar : It shall never go
out.” And there is no reason to suppose the fire in Solomon’s
time ever went out till the temple was destroyed by the Baby-
lonians. But then it was extinguished, and never was re-
stored. . We have no account of its being given on the build-
ing of the second temple, as we have at the building of the
tabernacle and first temple. But the Jews, after their return,
. were forced to make use of their common fire instead of it,
accordmg to the ancient tradition of the Jews. Thus the
“lights of the Old Testament go out, on the approach of the
glorious Sun of righteousness.
3. The captivity into Babylon was the occasion of another
thing which did afterwards much promote the setting up of
Christ’s kingdom in the world, and that was the dispersion of
the Jews through the greater part of the knewn world, before
the coming of Christ. For the whole nation being earried
away far out of their own land, and continuing in a state of
captivity for so long a time, they got them possessions, and
built them houses, and settled themselves in the land of their
captivity, agreeably to the direction that Jeremiah gave them,
in the letter he wrote to them in the 29th chapter of Jeremiah.
And therefore, when Cyrus gave them liberty to return to the
land where they had formerly dwelt, many of them never re-
‘turned ; they were not willing to leave their settlements and
possessmns there, to go into a desolate country, many hundred
miles distant, which none but the old men among them had
ever seen ; and therefore they were but few, but a small num-
ber that returned, as we see in the accounts we have in the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Great numbers tarried behind,
though they still retained the same religion with those that
returned, so far as it could be practised in a foreign land.
Those messengers that we read of in the 7th chapter of Zech-
ariah, that came to inquire of the priests and prophets in
Jerusalem, Sherezer and Regemmelech, are supposed to be.
saessengers sent from the Jews that remained still in Babylon.
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Those Jews that remained still in that country were soeny
by the great changes that happened in-the world, dispersed
thence into all the ad_;acent countries. And hence we find,
that i Esther’s time, which was after the return from the
captivity, the Jews were a people that were dispersed through-
out all parts of the vast Persian empire, that extended from
india to Ethiopia ; as you thay see, Esth.iii.8. % And Has
man said unto King Ahasuerus, There is a certain people
scattered abroad, and dispersed among the people in all the
provinces of thy kingdgm,” %c. And so they continued
dispersed till Christ came, and till the apostles went forth to

preach the gospel. But yet these dispersed Jews retained -

their religion in this dispersion. Their captivity, as I said
before, thoroughly cured them of their idolatry ; and it .was
their manner, for as many of them as could from time to time,
to go up to the land of Judea to Jerusalem at their great feasts.
Hence we read in the 2d chapter of Acts, that at the time of
the great feast of Pentecost, there were Jews abiding at Jeru-
salem out of every nation under heaven—These were Jews
come up from all countries where they were dispersed, to

worship at that feast. And hence we find, in the history of .

the Acts of the Apostles, that wherever the apostles went
preaching through the world, they found Jews. They came
to such a city, and to such a city, and went into the synagogus

of the Jews.
Antiochus the Great, about two hundred years before

Christ, on a certain occasion, transplanted two thousand fam«
ilies of Jews from the country about Babylon into Asia the
Less ; and so they and their posterity, many of, them, settled
in Pontus, Galatia, Phrygla, Pamphilia, and in Ephests ; and
from thence settled in Athens, and Corinth, and Rome.
-Whence came those synagogues in those places that the
Apostle Paul preached in.

Now, this dispersion of the Jews thmugh the world bee
fore Christ came, did many ways prepare the way for his
coming, and setting up his kingdom in the world.

One was, that this was a means of raising a general ex«

pectation of the Messiah through the world about the time
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that he actually came. For the Jews, wherever they were
dispersed, cavried the holy scriptirés with them, &nd so the
prophecies of the Messiah ; and being conversant with the
nations among whom they lived, they; by that means, becamsg
acquainted with these prophecies, ahd with the expectations
of the Jews of their glorious Messiah; and by this means,
the birth of i such a glorious person in Judea about that time
began to be the general expectation of the nations of the
world, as appears by the writings of the leartied men &% the
Heathen that fived about that time, which are still extant ;
{:amcu}arly Virgil, thé famous poet that lived in Italy a
ttle before Christ was born, has a poém about the ex-
pectation of a great prince that was to be born, and the
happy times of nghtedusnoss and peace that he was to intro-
duce ; some of it very much in the language of the prophet
Ysaiah.
Anbother way that this dmpersed state of the Jews prepar-
ed the way for Christ, was, that it shewed the necessity of
nbolishing the Jewish dispensation, and introducing a new
dispensation of the covenant of grace. It showed the neces»
sity of abolishing the ceremonial law, and the old Jewish
worship ; for, by this means, the observance of that ceremo-
nial law became impracticable even by the Jews themselves ;
for the ceremonial law was adapted to the state of a people
dwelling together in the same land, where was the city that
God had chosen ; where was the temple, the only place wherg
they might offer sacrifices ; and where it was lawful for their
priests and Levites to officiate, where they were to bring their
first fruits, and where were their citles of refuge and the like.
PBut the Jews, by this dispersion, lived, many of them, in oth-
er lands, more than a thousand miles distant, when Christ
came ; which made the observation of their laws of sacrifices,
and the like, impracticable. And though their forefathers
might be to blame in not going up to the land of Judea when
they were permitted by Cyrus, yet the case was now, as to
many of them at least, become impracticable ; which shew-
¢4 the necessity of intreducing a pew dispepsatinn, that shopld
T R
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be fitted, not only to one particular land, but to the general:
circumstances and use of all nations of the world.

Again, another way that this dispersion of theYews through.
the world prepared the way for the setting up of the kingdom.
of Christ in the world, was, that it contributed to the making,
the facts concerning Jesus Christ publicly known through the
world.. For, as I observed before, the Jews that lived in.
other countries, used frequently to go up to Jerusalem at
their three great feasts, which were from year to year ; and so,
by. this meuns,. they could not but become acquainted with the-
news of the wonderful things that Christ did in that land. We
find that they were present at, and took great notice of that
great miracle of raising. Lazarus, which excited the curiosity
of those foreign Jews, that came up to the feast of the-Passo-
ver, to see Jesus; as you may see in John xij.. 19, 20, 21.
These Greeks were foreign Jews and proéelytes, as is evi-
dent by their coming to worship at the feast of the Passover.
The Jews that lived abroad among the Greeks, and spoke
their language, were called Greeks, or Hellenists ; so they
aré called Grecians, Acts vi. 1. These Grecians here spoken.
of were not Gentile Christians ; for this was before the call~
ing of the Gentiles.

. By the same means, the Jews that wznt up from other
countries became acquainted with Christ’s crucifixion. Thus
the disciples, going to Emmaus, say to Christ, when they did
not know him, Luke xxiv. 18. « Art thou only a stranger in.
Jerusalem, and hast not known the thmgs which have come .
to pass there in these days ?” Plainly intimating, that the
things concerning Jesus averc so publicly known to all men,.
that it was wonderful to find any man unacquainted with
them. And sa afterwards they became acquainted with the
néws of his resurrection ; and when they went. home . again
into their own countries, they carried the news with them,
and so madg these facts public through the world, as they
had made the prophecies of them public before.

! After this, those forelgu Jews that came to Jerusalem, took.
great notice of the pouring out of the Spmt at Pentecost,,
and the wonderful cffects of it ; ; “and many of them were con~
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syerted by it, viz. Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and the dwellt

-ers in Mesopotamia, and in Egypt, and the parts of Lybia

" :about Cyrene, and the strangers of Rome, Jews and prose-

‘lytes, Cretes and Arabians.  And so they did not only carry

‘back the news of the facts of Christianity, but Christianity it-

self, into their own countnes with them ; which contrlbuted :
much to the spreading of it through the world.

Again, another way that the dispersion of the Jews con-
tributed to the setting up -of the gospel kingdom in the
-world was, ‘that it opened-a door for the ‘introduction of the
Apostles, in all places where they came to preach the gospel.
For almost in all places where they came to preach the gos-
pel, they found Jews, and synagogues of the Jews, where the
holy scriptures were -wont to be read, and the true'God wor-

. shipped ; which was a'great advantage to the apostles in their
~ -spreading the gospel through the world. For their way was,
into whatever city they came, first to go into the synagogue
-of the Jews, (they being people of the same nation) and: there

-to preach the gospel unto them. And hereby their-coming,
and their new doctrine, was taken notice of by -their Gentile |
neighbors, whose curiosity excited themto hear what they
had to say ; which became a fair occasion to the apostles to’
-preach the gospel to them. It appears that it was thus, by the
account we have of things in the Acts of the Apostles.a;{md
-these Gentiles having been before, many of them, preparéd in
some measure, by the knowledge they had-of the Jews relig-
ion, and of their worship of one ‘God, and of their prophecies,
and expectation of a Messiah; which knowledge they derived
from the Jews, who had long been their neighbors ; this open- -
.ed the door for the gospel to have access to them. And Ythe
work of the apostles with them was doubtless much easier than
if they never had heard any thing before of any expectation
-of such a person as the apostles preached, or any thing about
the worship of one only true God.

So many ways did the Babylonish captivity greatly prepare
the way for Christ’s coming.

II. The next particular that I would take notice of is, the
addition. made to the canon of scripture in the time of the
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ceptivity, ip those tworemarkable portions of seripture, the
prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel. Christ appeared to each
of these prophets in the form of that nature which he was afs
terwards to take upon him. The prophet Ezekiel gives an
account of his thus appearing to him repeatedly, as Ezek. i,
86. « And above the firmament that was over their heads, was
the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone,
and upan the likeness of the throne was the hkeness as the
appearance of a man above upon it;" and so chap viil. 1, 2.
8o Christ appeared to the Prophet Duaniel ¢ Dan. viii. 15, 16.
“ There stood before me as the appearance of 4 man. AndI
heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called,
and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.”
There are several things that make it evident, that this was
Christ, that I cannot now stand to mention particularly. So
Christ appeared again as a mam to this prophet, chap. x. 5,
6. « Then I lift up mine eyes and looked, and behold, a cer- -
tain man clothed in linen, whose loins. were girded with fine
gold of Uphaz ; his body alsp was like the beryl, and his face
as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire,
and his arms and his feet like in color to polished brass, and
the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.” Com-
paring this vision with that of the Apostle John in the 1st
. chapter of Revelation, makes it manifest that it was Christ.

the prophet Daniel, in the historical part of his book,
glves an account of a very remarkable appearance of Christ
in Nebuchadpezzar's furnace, w1th Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. We have the account of it in the 3d chapter. In
the 25th verse, Christ is said to be like the Son of God ; and
it is manifest that he appeared in the form of man: « Lo I
see four men loose.....and the form of the fourth is like the
Son of God.”

Christ did not only here appear in the form of the human
nature, buthe appeared in a furnace, saving those persons
who believed on him from that furnace ; by whichis repre-
sented to us, how Christ, by coming himself into the furnace
of God’s wrath, saves those that believe in him from that fur
mace, so that it has po power on them ; and the wrath of Ged
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never renches or touches them, 80 much as to singe the hait
of their head,

- ‘These two prophets, in many respects, were more particular
concerning the coming of Christ, and his glorious gospel
kingdom, than any of the prophets had been before. They
both of them mention those three great overturnings of the
world that should be before he tame:. Ezekiel is particular
in several places concerhing the coming of Christ. The
prophet Daniel §s more particular in foretelling the time of
the coming of Christ than ever any prophet had been before,
in the 9th chapter of his prophécy ; who foretold, that it
should be seventy weeks, £ e saventy weeks of years, or seve
enty times seven years, of four hundred and ninety years,
from the decree to rebuild and restore the state of the Jews,
till the Messiah should be crucified ; which must bé reckone
ed from the commission given to Ezra by Artaxerxes, that
we have an account of in the 7th chapter of Ezra ; whereby
the very particular time of Christ’s crucifixion was pointed
put, which never had been before.

The prophet Ezekiel is very particular in the mystlcal dev
scription of the gospel church, in his account of his vision of
‘the temple and city, in the latter part of his prophecy. The
prophet Daniel points out the order of particular events that
should come to pass relating to the Christian church after
Christ was come, as the rise of Antichrist, and the continu-
ance of his reign, and his fall,” and the glory that should fol-
Jow.

Thus does gospel light still increase, the nearer we come
to the time of Christ’s birth.

I11. The'next particular I would mention is, the destruc-
tion of Babylon, and the overthrow of the Chaldean empire
by Cyrus. The destruction of Babylon was in that night in
which Belshazzar the king, and the city in general, were
drowned in a ,dmnken festival, which they kept to their gods,
‘when Daniel was called to read the hand writing on the wall,
Dan. v. 36 ; and it was brought about in such a manner, as
wonderfully to show the hand of God, and remarkably to ful-
fi his-word by his prophets, which I cannot now stand partie-
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ular]y torelate. Now that great city, which had long been an
-enemy to the city of God, his Jerusalem, was destroyed, after
it had stood ever since the first building of Babel, which was
abeut seventeen hundred years. If the check that was put to
the building of this city at its beginning, whereby they were
prevented from carrying of it tq that extent and magnificence
that they intended ; I say, if this promoted the work of re-
demptien, as I have before shown it did, much more did this
destruction of it.

It was a remarkable instance of God’s vengeance on the
enemies of his redeemed church ; for God brought this des-
truction on Babylon for the injuries they did to God’s child-
ren, as is often set forth in the prophets. It also promoted
the work ‘of redemption, as thereby God’s people, that were
held captive by them, were set at liberty to return to their own
Iand to rebuild Jerusalem ; and therefore Cyrus, who did it,
is called God’s shepherd therein, Isa. xliv. latter ¢nd ; and xlv.

1. And these are over and above those ways whereia the set-
ting up and overthrowing the four monarchies of the world
£id promote the work of redemption, which have been before
ebserved. .

IV. What next followed this was, the return of the Jews to
their own land, and rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple.
Cyrus,. as soon as he had destroyed the Babylonish empire,
and had erected the Persian empire on its ruins, made a de-
“eree in favor of the Jews, that they might return to their own
land, and rebuild their city and temple. This return of the
Jews out of the Babylonish captivity is, next to the redemp-
tion out of Egypt, the most remarkable of all the Old Testa-
ment redemptions, and most insisted on in scripture, as a type
of the great redemption of Jesus Christ. It was’under the
hand of one of the legal ancestors of Christ, viz. Zerubbabel, ~
the son of Shealtiel, whose Babylonish name was Sheshbazzar.
He was the governor of the Jews, and their leader in their
first return out of captivity ; and, together with Joshua the
son of Jozedek the high priest, had the chief hand in rebuild-
ing the temple. This redemption was brought about by the
Land of Zerubbabel and Joshua the priest, as the redcmption
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ont of Emypt was brought about by the hand of Moses and
Aaron.
. The return out of the ciptivity was a remarkable dxspensa-
tion of Providence: It was remarkable, that the heart of &
Heathen prince, as Cyrus was, should be so inclined to favor
such a design as he did, not only in giving the people liberty
to return, and rebuild the city and temple, butin giving
charge that they should be helped with silver and gold, and:
. with goods, and with beasts, as we read in Ezra,i. 4. And af-
-terwards God wonderfully inclined the heart of Darius to fur-
ther the building of the house of God with his own tribute
money, and by commanding their bitter enemi¢s, the Samari-
tans, who had been striving to hinder them, to help them
without fail, by furnishing them with all that they needed in
order to it, and to supply them day by day ; making a-decree,
that whosoever failed of it, timber should be pulled down out
of his house, and he hanged thereon, and his house made &
dunghill ; as we have an account in the 6th chapter of Ezra.
And after this God inclined the heart of Artaxerxes, another
king of Persia, to promote the work of preserving the state of
the Jews, by his ample commission to Ezra, which we have
an account of in the 7th chapter of Ezra ; helping them abund-
antly with silver and geld of his own bounty, and offering
more, as should be needful, out of the King’s treasurehouse, -
and commanding his treasurers beyond the river - Euphrates
to give more, as should be needed, unto an hundred talents of
silver, and an hundred measures of wheat, an hundred baths
of wine, and an hundred baths of oil, and salt, without pre-
scribing how much; and giving leave to establish magis.
trates in the land ; and freeing the priests of toll, tribute, and
custom, and other things, which render this decree and com-
mission by Artaxerxes the most full and ample in the Jews
favor of any that, at any time, had been given for the restor-
ing of Jerusalem : And therefore, in Daniel’s prophecy, this
is called the decree for restoring and building Jerusalem ; and
hence the seventy weeks are dated.
And then, after this, another favorable commission was
granted by the king of Persia to Nehemiah, which we have
an account of in the 2d chapter of Nchemiah.
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It was temarkable, that the hearts of heathen princes
should be 86 inclined. It was the effect of his power, wha
hath the hearts of kings in his hands, and turneth them
whithersoever he will ; and it was a remarkable instance of
his favor to his people.

Another remarkable circamstance of this restitation of the
atate of the Jeiws tb their own land, was, that it was accoms
A plmhod against so much opposition of their bitter indefatigable
enemies the Samaritans, who, for a long ime together, with
all the malice and craft they could exercise, opposed the Jews
in this affair, and sought their destruction ; one while by Bish-
lam, Mithridath, Tabeel, Rehum, and Shimshai, as in Ezra iv.
and then by Tatnai, Shetharboznai, and their companions, as
in chap. v. and afterwards by Sanballat and Tobiah, as we read
in the book of Nehemiah.,

We have shewed before how the settiement of the people
in this Jand ip Joshua's time promoted the work of redemp-<
tion. On the same accounts does their restitution belong to
the same works The resettlement of the Jews in the land of
Canaan belongs to this work, 4s it was a necessary means of
preserving the Jewish church and dispensation in being, till
Christ should come, Ifit had not been for this restoration of
the Jewish church, and temple, and worship, the people had
remained without any temple, and land of their own, that
should be as it were their head quarters, a place of worship,
habitation, and resort; the whole coastitution, which God
had done so much to establish, would have been in danger of
utterly failing, long before that six hundred had been out,
which was from about the time of the captivity til Christ,
And so all that preparation which God had been making for
the coming of Christ, from the time of Abraham, would have
been in vain. Now that very temple was built that God
would fill with glory by Christ’s coming into it, as the Prophs
ets Haggai and Zechariah told the Jews, to encourage them
in building it.

V. The next particular I would observe, is the addition
made to the canon of the scriptures soon after the captivity by
the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, who were prophets sent
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to encourage the people in their work of rebuilding the city
and temple ; and the main argument they make use of to that
end, is the approach of the time of the coming of Christ.
Haggai foretold that Christ should be of Zerybbabel’s legal
posterity ; last chapter, last verse. This seems to be the last
and most particular revelation of the descent of Christ, till the
angel Gabriel was sent to reveal it to his mother Mary.

V1. The next thing I would take notice of, wss the pouring |
out of the Spirit of God that accompanied the ministry of
Ezra the priest after the captivity. That there was sucha
pouring out of the Spirit of God that accompanied Ezra’s min-
istry, is -manifest by many things in the books of Ezraand .
Nehemiah. Presently after Ezra came up from Babylon,
with the ample commission which Artaxerxes gave him,
whence Daniel’s seventy weeks began, he set himself to re-
form the vices and corruptions he found among the Jews;
and his great success jn it we have an account ofin the 10th
chapter of Ezra ; so that there appeared a very general and
great mourning of the congregation of Israel for their sins,
which was accompanied with a solemn covenant that the peo-
ple entered into with God ; and this was followed with a
great and general reformation, as we have there an account.
And the people about th~ same time, with'great zeal, and
earnestness, and reverence, gathered themselves together to
hear the word of God read b; Ezra ; and gave diligent atten-
tion, while Ezra and the other pnests preached to them, by
reading and expounding the law, and were greatly affected in
the hearing of it. They wept when they heard the words of
the law, and set themselves to observe the law, ;md kept the
feast of tabernacles, ag the scripture observes, after such a
manner as it had not been kept since the days of Joshua the
son of Nun ; as we have an account in the 8th chapter of Ne-
hemiah. And after this, havmg separated thpmselves from all
strangers, they solemply obsprved a fast, by hearing the word
of God, confessing their sins, and renewing their covenant
with God ; and mamfested their smc.emy in that transaction,
by actually reformmg many abuses in religion and morals ;
2s we learn from the 9th and following chapters of Nebemiah,

U ,

P
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It is observable, that it has been God’s manner in every re-
markable new establishment of the state of his visible church,
to give a remarkable outpouring of his spirit. So it was on
the first establishment of the church of the Jews at their first
coming into Canaan under Joshua, as has been observed ; and
so it was now in this second settlement of the church in the
same land in the time of Ezra ; and so it was on the first es-
tablishment of the Christian church after Christ’s resurrec-
tion ; God wisely and graciously laying the foundation of
those establishments in a work of his holy Spirit, for the last=
ing benefit of the state of his chir¢h, thenceforward continu-
ed in those establishments. And this pouring out of the
Spirit of God, was a final cure of that nation of that particular
sin which just before they especially run into, viz. intermar-
rying with the Gentiles : For however inclined to it they were
before, they ever after shewed an aversion to it.

VII. Ezra added to the canon of the scriptures. He wrote
the book of Ezra ; and he is supposed to have written the two
books of Chronicles, at least to have compiled them, if he was
not the author of the materials, or all the parts of these writ-
ings. That these books were written, or compiled and com~
pleted, after the captivity, the things contained in the books
themselves make manifest; for the genealogies contained
therein, are brought down below the captivity ; as ¥ Chron.
iii. 17. &e. We have there an a¢ccount of the posterity of
Jehoiachin for several successive generations. And there is

“ mention in these books of this captivity into Babylon, as of a
thing past, and of things that were done on the return of the
Jews after the captivity ; as you may see in the 9th chapter.
The chapter is mostly filled up with an account of things that
came to pass after the captivity into Babylon, as you may see
by comparing it with what is said in the books of Ezra and
Nehemiah. And that Ezra was the person that compiled
these books, is probable by this, because they conclude with
words that we know are the words of Ezra’s history. The

*two last verses are Ezra’s words in the history he gives in the
two first verses of the book of Ezra.
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VII. Ezrais suppoesed to have collected all the books of
which the holy scriptures did then consist, and to have dispos-
ed them in their proper order. Ezra is often spoken of as a
noted and eminent scribe of the law of God, and the canon of .
scripture in his time was manifestly under his special care ;
and the Jews, from the first accounts we have from them, have
always held, that the canon of scripture, so much of it as was
then extant, was collected, and orderly disposed and settled by
Ezra; and from him they have delivered it down in the ors
der in which he disposed it, till Christ’s time ; when the
Christian church received it from them, and have delivered
it down toour times. The truth of this is allowed as undoubt-
ed by divines in general.

IX. The work of redemption was carried on and promoted
in this period, by greatly multiplying the copies of the law,
and appointing the constant public reading of them in all the
cities of Israel in their synagogues. It is evident, that before
the captivity, there were but few eopies of the law. There
was the original, laid up beside the ark ; and the kings were
required to write out a copy of the law for their use, and the
law was required to be read to the whole congregation of Is-
rael once every seventh year. And we have no account of
any other stated public reading of the law before the captivity
but this. And it is manifest by several things that might be
mentioned, that copies of the law were exceeding rare before
the captivity. But after the captivity, the constant reading of
the law was set up in every synagogue throughout the land.
First, they began with reading the law, and then they pro-
ceeded to establish the constant reading of the other books of
the Old Testament, And lessons were read out of the Old
Testament, as made up of both the law and the other parts of
the scripture then extant, in all the synagogues, which were
set up in every city, and every where, wherever the Jews in
any considerable number dwelt, as our meeting houses are.
Thus we find it was in Christ’s and the apostles’ time, Acts
xv. 21. « Moses of old time hdth in every city them that
preach him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath day.”
This custom is universally supposed, both by Jews and Christ.

\
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ians, te be begun by Ezra. There were doubtless public as-
semblies before the captivity into Babylon. They used to
assemble at the temple at their great feasts, and were directed
when they were at a loss about any thing in the law, to go to
the priest for instruction : And they used also to resort to the
prophets’ houses: And we read of synagoegues in the land
before, Psal. Ixxiv. 8. But it Is not stipposed that they had
copies of the law for constant public reading and expounding
through the land before, as afterwards. This was one great
means of their being presérved from idolatry.

X. The next thing I would mention, is God’s remarkably
preserving the church and nation of the Jews; when they were
in imminent danger of being universally destroyed by Hamtan.
‘We have the story in the book of Esther, with which you afé
acquainted. This series of providences was very wonderful
in preventing this destruction. Esther was doubtless born
for this end, to be the inétrument of this remarkable preserva-
* {ion. :

XI. After this the canon of seripture was further added to
in the books of Nehemiah and Esther ; the one by Nehemiah
himself ; and whether the other was written by Nehemiah, or-
Mordecai, or Malachi, is not of importance for us to know, so
long as it is one of those books that were always admitted and
received as a part of their canon by the Jews, and was among
those books that the Jews calléd their scriptures in Christ’s
time, and as such was approved by him. For Christ does
often in his speeches to the Jews, manifestly approve and con-
firm those books, which amoﬁgst them went by the name of
the scrifitures, as might easﬂy be shown, 1f there were time
for it.

XII. After thisthe canon of the Old Testament was com:
pleted and sealed by Malachi. The manner of his concluding
his prophecy seems to imply, that they were to expect no
more prophecies, and no more written revelations from God,
till Christ should come. For in the last chapter he prophe-
sies of Christ’s coming ; ver. 2, 3. « But unto you that fear
iy name, shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in
his wings ; and ye shall go forth-and grow up as calves of the
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stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked ; for they shall bs
as ashes under the soles of your feet, in the day'that I shall do
this, saith the Lord of hosts,” Then we read in ver. 4. « Re.
member ye the law of Moses my servant, which I command-
€d unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and,
judgments,” i. e. Remember and improve what ye have;
keep close to that written rule you have, as expecting no
more additions to it, till the night of the Old Testament is
over, and the Sun of Righteousness shall at length arise.
XIII. Scon after this, the spirit of prophecy céased among
that people till the time of the New Testament. Thus the
©Old Teétament light, the stars of the long night, bégan apace
to hide their heads, the time of the Sun of Righteousness how
drawing nigh. We before observéd, how the kings of the
house of David ceased before the true king and head of the
church came ; and how the cloud of glory withdrew, before
Christ, the brightness of the Father’s glory, appeared ; and so
as to several other things. And now at last the spirit of
prophecy ceased. The time of the great Prophet of God was
now so nigh, it was tlme for their typical prophets to be sxlent.

‘WE have now gone through with the time that we have -
any historical account of in the writings of the Old Testament,
and the last thing that was mentioned, by which the work of
redemption was promotéd, was the ceasing of the spirit of
prophecy.

I now proceed to show how thé work of redemption was
¢arried on through the remaining times that were before
Christ : In which we have not that thread of scripture history
to guide us that we have had hitherto : But have these three
things to guide us, viz. the prophecies of the Old Testament,
human histories of those times, and some occasional mention
made, and some evidence given, of somé, things which hap-
pened in those times, in the New Testament. Therefore,

XIV. The next particular that I shall mention under this
period, is the destruction of the Persian c:hpire, and setting
up of the Grecian empire by Alexander. This came to pass.
about sixty or seventy years after thé times wherein thé
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Prophet Malachi is supposed to have prophesied, and about
three hundred and thirty years before Christ. This was the
third overturning of the world that came to pass in this pe-
riod, and was greater and more remarkable than either of the

eforegoing. It was very remarkable on account of the sudden-
ness of that conquest of the world which Alexander made, and
the greatness of the empire which he set up, which much ex-
ceeded all the foregoing in its extent.

This event is much spoken of in the prophecies of Daniel.
This empire is represented by the third kingdom of brass, in
Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, as in Dan.
ii; and in Daniel’s-vision of the four beasts, is represented by
the third beast that was like a leopard, that had on his back
four wings of a fowl, to represent the swiftness of its conquest,
chap. vii ; and is more particularly represented by the he
goat in the 8th chapter, that came from the west on the face
of the whole earth, and touched not the ground, to represent
how swiftly Alexander overran the world. The angel himself
does expressly interpret this he goat to signify the king .of
Greeia, ver. 21.  The rough goat is the king of Grecia ; and
the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king, i. e.
Alexander himself. '

After Alexander had conquered the world, he. soon died ;
and his dominion did not descend to his posterity, but four of
his principal captains divided his empire between them, as it
there follows. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up
for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not
n his power ; so you may see in the 11th chapter of Daniel.
The angel, after foretelling of the Persian empire, then pro-
ceeds to foretel of Alexander, ver. 3. « And a mighty king
shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do ac-
cording to his will.” And then he foretels, in the 4th verse,
of the dividing of,his kingdom between his four captains :
« And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken,
and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven ; and not,
to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he
ruled : For his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others
besides those.” Two of these four captains, whose kingdoms.
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were next to Judea, the one had Egypt and the neighboring
countries on the south of Judea, and the other had Syria and
the neighboring countries north of Judea ; and these two ara
those that are called the kings of the north and of the south in
the 11th chapter of Daniel. ‘
Now, this setting up of the Grecian empire did greatly
prepare the way for Christ’s coming, and setting up his king-
dom in the world. Besides those ways common to the other
ovérturnings of the world in this period, that have been al-
ready mentioned, there is one peculiar to this revolution
which I would take notice of, which did remarkably promote
the work of redemption ; and that was, that it made the Greek
language common in the world. To have one common lan-

~guage understood and used through the greater part of the
~ world, was a thing that did greatly prepare the way for the

setting up of Christ’s kingdom. This gave advantage for
spreading the gospel from one nation to another, and so
through all nations, with vastly greater ease, than if every na-
tion had a distinct language, and did not understand each oth-
er. For though some of the first preachers of the gospel had
the gift of languages, so that they could preach in any lan-
guage ; yet all had not this particular gift ; and they that had,
could not exercise it when they would, but only at special sea-
sons, when the Spirit of God was pleased to inspire them in
this way. And the church in different parts of the world, as
the churches of Jerusalem, Antioch, Galatia, Corinth, and
ethers, which were in countries distant one from another,
could not have had that coramunication one with another,
which we have an account of in the book of Acts, if they had
had no common language. So it was before the Grecian em-
pire was set up. But after this, many in all these countries
well understood the same language, viz. the Greek language ;
which wonderfully opened the door for mutual communica-
tion between those churches, so far separated ane from anoth-
er. And again, the making the Greek language common
through so great a part of the world, did wonderfully make
way for the setting up of the kingdom of Churist, because it
was the language in which the New Testament wés to be
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originally written. The apostles propagated the gospel
through many scores of nations ; and if they ceuld not have
understood the Bible any otherwise than as it was translated
into so many languages, it would have rendered the spread-
ing of the gospel vastly more difficult. But by the Greek
Janguage being made common to all, they all understoed the
New Testament of Jesus Christ in the language in which the
apostles and evangelists originally wrote it : So that as seon as
ever it was written by its original penmep, it immediately lay
open to the world in a language that was commonly under-
stood every where, as there was no language that was so com-
monly understood in the world in Christ’s and the apostles”
times as the Greek ; the cause of which was the setting up of
the Grecian empire in the world.

XV. The next thing I shall take notice of is, the translat-
ing of the scriptures of the Old Testament into a language that
was commonly understood by the Gentiles. The translation
that I here speak of is that into the Greek language, that is
commonly called- the Septuagint, or the translation of the
Seventy. This is supposed to have been made about fifty or
sixty years after Alexander’s conquering the world. This is
the first translation that ever was made of the scriptures that
we have any credible account of. The canon of the Old Tes-
tament had ¥cen completed by the prophet Malachi but about
an hundred and twenty years before, in its original ; and hith-
erto the scriptures had remained locked up from all other na-
tions but the Jews, in the Hebrew tongue, which was under-
stood by no other nation. But now it was translated into the
Greek language, which, as we observed before, was a lan-
guage that was commonly understood by the nations of the
world.

This translation of the Old Testament is still extant, and is
commonly in tb_e hands of learned men in these days, and is

-made great use of by them. The Jews have many fables
about the occasion and manner of this translation ; but the
~ fruth of the case is supposed to be this, that multitudes of the
Jews living in other parts of the world besides Judea, and be-
ing born and bred among the Greeks, the Greek became thejr
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sommon language, and they did not understand the original
Hebrew; and therefore they procured the scriptures to ba
translated for their use into the Greek lahguage ; and so
henceforward the Jews, in all countres, except Judew,
were wont in their synagogues to make use of this translation
instead of the Hebrew..

This translation of the scriptures into a language; commonly
understosd through the wotld, prepared the way for Christ’s
comingy and seting up his kingdom in the world, and aftete
wards did greatly promote it. For as the apostles went
preaching through the world, they made great use of the
scriptures of the Old Testament, and especially of the prophe-
cies toncerning Christ that were contained in them. Andby
teans of this translation, and by the Jews being scattered
¢very where, they had the scriptures at hand in a language
that was understood by the Gentiles : And they did principally
nake use of this translatioh in their preaching and writings
whetever they went ; as is evident by this, that in all the in-
huinerable guotations that are, made out of the Old Testa-
shent in thefr writings in the New Testament, they are almost
every where in the very words of the Septuagint. The sensé
is the same a8 it is in the original Hebrew ; but vety often the
words aré different, us all that are acquuinted with their Bibles
know; When the apostles in their epistles, and the evangel
ists in their histories, cite passages out of the Old Testament,
it is very often in different wotds from whit we have in the
Ol Testament, as all know. But yeét these citations are al.
most universally in the very words of the Septuagint version ;
for that may be seep by comparing them togethet, they being .
both written in the same language. This makes it evident,
thet the apostles, in their preaching and writings, commonly
foadé use of this translation. So6 this very translation was
that which was principally nsed in Christian churches through
whét nations of the world for several trundred yoars after
Christ.

XV1. The mext thing is the wonderful preservation of the
phiirel when It was imminently threatened and persecuted
Whlet the Gieainh empire.

w



162 WORK OF REDEMPTION. |[Pexrion 1.

The first time they were threatened was by Alexander him-
self. When he was besieging the city of Tyre, sending to
the Jews for assistance and supplies for his army, and they
refusing, out of a conscientious regard to their oath to the
king of Persia, he being a man of a very furious spirit, agree-
able to the. scripture representation of the rough he goaty
marched against them, with a design to cut them off. But
the priests going out to meet him in their priestly garments,
when he met them, God wonderfully turned his heart to spare
them, and favor them, much as he did the heart of Esau when
he met Jacob. -

After this, one of the kings of Egypt, a successor of one of
Alexander’s four captains, entertained a design of destroying
the nation of the Jews ; but was remarkably and wonderfully
prevented by a stronger interposition of Heaven for their pre-
servation.

But the most wonderful preservation of them all,in this pe-~
riod, was under the cruel persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes,
king of Syria, and successor of another of Alexander’s four
captains. The Jews were at that time subject to the power
of Antiochus ; and he, being enraged against them, long
strove to his utmost utterly to destroy them; and roct them
out ; at least all of them that would not forsake their religion
and worship his idols : And he did indeed in a great measure
waste the country, and depopulate the city of Jerusalem ;
and profaned the temple, by setting up hisidels in some
parts of it ; and persecuted the people with insatiable cruel-
ty ; so that we have no account of any persecution like his
before. Many of the particular circumstances of this perse-
cution would be very affecting, ifI had time to insist on them.
This cruel persecution began about an hundred and seventy
years before Christ. It is much spoken of in the prophecy
of Daniel, as you may see, Dan. viii. 9.....25 ; xi. 31.....38.
These persecutions are also spoken of in the New Testa- -
ment, as, Heb. xi. 36, 37,38. §

Antiochus intended not:enly to extirpate the Jewish relig-
ion, but, as far as in him lay,:the very nation ; and particu.
larly labored to the utmost to destroy all copies of the law.
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'And considering how weak they were, in comparison with a
‘king of such vast dominion, the providence of God appears
very wonderful in defeating his design. Many times the
Jews seemed to be on the very brink of ruin, and just ready
to'be wholly swallewed up : Their enemies often thought
themselves sure of obtaining their purpose. They once came
against the people with a mighty army, and with a desxgn of
Kkilling -all, except the women and children, and of selling
these for slaves ; and they were so confident of obtaining their
purpose, and others of purchasing, that above a thousand mer-
chants came with the army, with money in their hands, to
buy the slaves that should be sold. But God wonderfully stir-

red up and assisted one Judas, and others his successors, that.

were called the Maccabees, who, with a small handful in
comparison, vanquished their enemies time after time, and

"delivered their nation ; which was foretold by Daniel, xi. 32.
Speaking of Antiochus’s persecution, he says, « And sachsas
-do wickedly against the covenant; shall he corrupt by flatter-
“ies : But the people that do know their (:od, shall be strong,
and do exploits.”

God afterwards brought this Antlochus to a fearful, miser-
‘able end, by a loathsome disease, under dreadful torments of
"body, and horrors of mind ; which was foretold, Dan. xi. 45,

in these words, « Yet he shall come to his end, and none
shan help him.*

*After his death, there were attempts still to destroy the

“church of God ; but Gad baffled them all.

XVII. The next thing to be taken notice of is the destruc-~
~'tion of the Grecian empire, and setting up of the Roman em-
‘pire. This was the fourth overturning of the world that was

in this period. And though it was brought to pass more grad-
“ually than the setting up of the Grecian empire, yet it far ex-
-ceeded that, and was much the greatest and largest temporal
monarchy that ever was in the world ; so that the Roman em-
-pire was commonly called all the worild ; asit is in Luke
“ii. 1. - % And there went out a decree' from Cesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed ;” i. e. all the Roman em-
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This emplre is spoken of asmuch the strongest and great-.
ést of any of the foyr : Dan. ii. 40. « And the fourth king-
dam shall be strong as iron ; forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and subdueth all things: And as iron that breaketh all
these, shall it break in picces, and bruise.” So also Dan. vil.
7.19.23.

The time that the Romans first conquered and Bmugbt un«
der the land of Judea, was between sixty and seventy years
before Christ was bora. And soon after this, the Romen em~
pire was established in its greatest extent ; and the warld con.
tinued subject to this empir¢ henceforward till Christ came,
and many hundred yeavs afterwards.

The pations of the world being united in one monarchy
when Christ came, and when the apostles went forth to
preach the gospel, did greatly prepare the way for the spread-
ing of the gospel, and the setting up of Christ's kingdom
in the world. For the world being thus subject to one gov-
ernment, if opened a communication from nation to nation,
and so opportunity was given for the more swiftly propagaty
ing the gospel through the world. T hus we find it to be now ;
ps if any thing prevails in the English natien, the.communi-
cation is quick from one part of the nation to anothet,
throughout all parts that are subject to the English governs
‘ment, much easjer and quicker than to other nations, which
are not subject to the English government, and have little ta
do with them. There are innumerable difficulties in travelling
through different nations, that are under different indepen-
dent governments, which there are not in travelling through
different parts of the same realm, or different dominions of
the same prince, So the world being under one government,
the government of the Romans, in Christ’s and the apostles*
times, facilitated the apostles’ travelling, apd.the gospel’s
gpreading through the world.

XVIII. About the same time learning and philesophy were
risen to their greatest height in the Heathen world. The
. time of learning’s flourishing in the Heathen world was prin.

cipally in this period. Almost all the famous philosophers
that we have an account of among the Heathen, were after
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the captivity into Babylon. Almost all the wise men of
Greece and Rome flourished in this time. . These philosos
phers, many of them, were indeed men of great temporal
wisdom ; and that which they in general chiefly professed
to make their husiness, was to inquire wherein man’s chief
happiness lay, and the way in which men might obtain happi-
ness. They séemed earnestly to busy themselves in this in-
‘quiry, and wrote multitudes of boeks about it, many of which
are still extant. And they were exceedingly divided in their
opinions about it. There have begen reekoned up several
hundreds of different opinions that they had concerning it.
'Thus they wearied themselves in vain, wandered in the dark,
not having the glorious gospel to guide them. God was
pleased to suffer men to do the utmost that they could with
human wisdom, and to try the extent of their own understand-
ings to find out the way to happiness, before the truc light
cameg to enlighten the wotld ; before he sent the great Proph-
et to lead men in the right way to happiness. God suffered
these great philosophers to try what they tould do for six
hundred years together 3 and then it proved, by the events of
30 long a time, that all they could do was in vain j the world
pot becoming wiser, better, or' happier under their instruc-
tions, but growing more and more foolish, wicked, and miser-
pble. He suffered their wisdom and philvsophy to come to
the greatest height before Christ came, that it might be seen
how far reason and philosophy could go in their highest as-
cent, that the necessity of a divine teacher might appear be-
fore Christ came. And God was pleased to make foolish the
wisdom of this world, to shew men the folly of their best wis-
dom,by the doctrines of his glorious gospel, which were above
the resch of all their philosophy. See 1 Cor. i. 19,20, 21.
And after God had showed the vanity of human learning,
when set up in the room of the gospel, God was pleased to
make it subservient to the purposes of Chyist’s kingdom, as
an handmaid to divine revelation; and so the prevailing of
leaming in the world before Christ came, made way for his
coming both these ways; viz, as thereby the vanity of human
wisdom was shuwn, and the necessity of the gospe) appeared ;
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and also as hereby an ‘'handmaid was prepared to the gospel 3
for so it was made use of in the Apostle Paul, who was famed
for his much learning, as you may see Acts xxvi. 24, and was
skilled not only in the learning of the Jews, but also of the
philosophers ; and improved it to the purposes of the gospel ;
as you may see he did in disputing with the philosophers at
Athens, Acts xvii. 22. &c. He by his learning knew how to
accommodate himself in his discourses to learned men, as ap-
pears by this discourse of his : And he knew well how to im-
prove what he had read in their writings ; and he here cites
their own poets. And now Dionysius, that was a philosopheér,
was converted by him, and, as ecclesiastical. history gives us
an account, made a great instrument of promoting the gospel.
And there were many others in that and the following ages,
who were eminently useful by their human leaming in pro-
moting the interest of Christ’s kingdom.

XIX. Just before Christ was born, the Roman empire was
raised to its greatest height, and also settled in peace. About
four and twenty years befere Christ was born, Augustus Cae-
sar, the first Roman emperor, began to rule as emperor of the
world.  Till then the Roman empire had of a long time been
a commonwealth, under the government of the senate : But
then it became an absolute monarchy. This Augusus Caesar,
as he was the first, so he was the greatest of all the Roman
emperors : He reigned in the greatest glory. Thus the pow-
er of the heathen world, which was Satan’s visible kingdom,
was raised to its greatest height, after it had been rising high-
er and higher, and strengthening itself more and more from
‘the days of Solomon to this day, which was about a thousand
years. Now it appeared at a greater height than ever it ap-
peared from the first beginning of Satan’s heathenish kingdom
which was probably about the time of the building of Babel.
‘Now the heathen world was in its greatest glory for strength,
-wealth, and learning.

God did two things to prepare the way for Christ’s coming,
wherein he took a contrary method from that which human
wisdom would have taken. - He brought his own visible'peo-
Ple very low, and.made them weak-; but the heathen, that
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were his enemies, he exalted to the greatest’ helght, for tha
- more glorious triumph of the cross of Christ. With a small
number, in their greatest weakness, he conquered his ene-
mies in their greatest glory Thus Christ triumphed over
principalities and powers in his cross.

Augustus Cesar had been for many years estabhshmg the
state of the Roman empire, subduing his enemies in one part
and another, till the very year that Christ was born ; when all
his enemies being subdued, and his dominjon over the world
seemed to be settled in its greatest glory.  All was established
in peace ; in token whereof the Romans shut the temple of
Janus, whieh was an established symbol among them of there
being universal peace throughout the Roman empire. And
this universal peace, which was begun that year that Christ
‘was born, lasted twelve years, till the year that Christ disputed
with doctars in the temple.

Thus the world, after it had been, as it were, in-a continual
convulsion for so many hundred years together, like the four
winds striving together on the tumultuous raging ocean,
whence arose those four great monarchies, being now estab-
lished in the greatest height of the fourth and last moharchy,
and settled in quietness ; now all things are ready for the birth
of Christ. This remarkable universal peace, after so many
ages of tumult and war, was a fit prelude for the ushering of
the glorious Prince of Peace into the world.

Trus I have gone through the first grand period of the
whole space between the fall of man and the end of the world,
viz. that from the fall to the time of the incarnation of Christ ;-
and have shown the truth of the first proposition, viz. That

Jrom the fall of man to the incarnation of Christ, God was doing
those things that were preparatory s Christ’s coming, and
were forerunners of i
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IMPROVEMENT.

BEFORE 1 proceed to the next proposition, I would make .

some few remarks, by way of improvement, upon what has
been said under this.

I. From what has been adid, we may strongly argue, that
Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Son of God, and the Saviout
of the world ; and so that the Christian religion is the true re-
ligion, seeing that Christ is the very person so evidently
pointed at, ifi all the great dispensations of Divihe Providencé,
from the fall of man, and was 50 undoubtedly in so many ins
stances foretold from age to age, and shadowed forth in a vast
variety of types and figures. If we seriously consider the.
¢ourse of things from the beginning, aud observe the motions
of all the great wheels of Providence from one age to another,
we shall discern that they all tend hither. - They are all as

so many lines, whose course, if it be observed and accurately .

followed, it will be found that every one centres here. It is
go vety plain in many things, that it would argue stupidity to
deny it. This therefore is undeniable, that this person is a
divine person, sent from God, that came into the world with
his commission and authority, to do his work, and to declare
his mind. The great Governor of the world, in all his great
works before and since the flood, to Jews and Gentiles, down
to the tinie of Christ’s birth, has declared it, It cannot be any
vain ifnagination, but a plain and evident truth, that that per-
son that was born at Bethlehem, and dwelt at Nazareth, and
at Capernaum, and was crucified without the gates of Jeriisa-
lem, must be the great Messiah, or ahointed of God. And
blessed are all they that believe in, and confess him ; and mis-
‘erible are all that deny him. This shews the unreasonable-
ness of the Deists, who deny revealed religion, and of the
Jews, who deny that this Jesus is the Messiah foretold and
promised to their fathers.

Here it may be some persons may be ready te object, and
say, That it may be, some subtle, cunning men contrived this
histary, and these prophecies, so that they should all point te

/
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Jesus Christ on purpose to confirm' it, that he is the Messiah.
To such it may be replied, How could such a thing be con+
trived by cunning men to point to Jesus Christ, long before he
‘eve'r was born ? How could they know that ever any such
person would be born 2-And how could their craft and subtilty
help them to foresee and point at an event that was to come
to pass many ages afterwards ? For no fact can be more evi-
dent, than that the Jews had those writings long before Christ
was born ; as they have them still in great veneration, wher+
ever they are, in all their dispersions through the world ; and
they would never have received such a contrivance from Christs
ians, to 'point to and confirm Jesus to be the Messiah, whom
they always denied to be the Messiah ; and much less would
they have been made to believe that they always had had those
‘books in their hands, when they were first made and imposed
upon them.

II. What has been sald, affords a strong argument for the
divine authority of the books of the Ol Testament, from that
admirable harmony there is in them, whereby they all point
to the same thing. For we may see by what has been said,
how all the parts of the Old Testament, though written by so
many different penmen, and in ages distant one from another,
do all harmonize one with another ; all agree in one, and all
centre in the same thing, and that a future thing ; an event
which it was impossible any one of them should know but by
divine revelation, even the future coming of Christ. This is
most evident and manifest in them, .as appears by what has
been said.

Now, if the Old Testament was mot inspired by God, what
account can be given of such an agreement ? For if these
books were only human writings, written without any divine
direction, then 'no‘ne of these “penmen knew that there would
come such a person as Jesus Christ into the world ; his com«
ing was only a mere figment of their own brain : And if so,
how happened it, that this figment of theirs came to pass?
How came a vain imagination of theirs, which they foretold
without any manner of ground for their prediction, to be so ex«
actly fulfilled ? And especially hew did they come all to agree

: X .

.-
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in it, all pointing exactly to the same thing, thoigh many of
them lived so many hundred years distant one from another ?

This admirable consent and agreement in a future event,
is therefore a clear” and certain evidence of the divine author<
ity of those writings.

III. Hence we may learn what a weak and ignorant objec-
tion it is'that some make against some parts of the Old Tes~
tament’s being the word of God, that they consist so much of
histories of the wars' and civil transactions of the kings and
people of the nation of the Jews. Some say, We find
here among the books of a parficular nation, histories which:
they kept of the state of their nation, from one age to another;
histories of their kings and rulers, histories of their wars with
the neighboring nations, and histories of the changes that hap-~
pened from time to time in their state'and government ; and
so we find that other nations used to keep histories of their
Public affairs, as well as they ; and why then should we think-
that these histories which the Jews kept are the word of Gody
more than those of other people ? But what has been saidy
shows the folly and' vanity of such an abjection.  For hereby
it appears that the case of these histories is very different
from that of all other histories,, This history alone gives us-
an account of the first original of all things ; and this history
alone deduces things down in a wonderful series from that
original, giving an idea of the grand scheme of divine provi-
dence, as tending to its great end. And together with the
doctrines and prophecies contained in it, the same book gives
a view of the whole series of the great events of divine provi~
dence, from the first original to the last end and consummation:
of all things, giving an excellent and glorious account of the
wise and holy designs of the governor of the world i inall.

No common history has such penmen as this history, which

was all written by men who came with evident signs and tes~
timonies of their being prophets of the most high God, im-
mediately inspired.

And the histories that were written, as we have seen from
what has been said under this proposition, do all contain those
great events of Providence, by which it appears how God'
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has been carrying on the glorious divine work of redemp-
tion from age to age. ‘Though they are histories, yet they are
1o less full of divine instruction, and -of those things that show
forth Christ, and his glorious gospel, than other parts of the
holy scriptures, which are not historical.

To object against a book’s being divine, merely because it
is historical, is a poor objection ; just as if that could not be
the word of God which gives an account of whatis past ; ar
as though it were not reasonable to supposesthat God, in a rev-
‘elation he should give mankind, would give us any relation of
the dispensations of his own providence. If it be so, it must
‘be because his works are not worthy to be related s it must be
because the scheme of his government, and series of his dis-
pensations towards his church, and towards the world that he
has made, whereby he has ordered and disposed it from age
40 age, is not worthy that any record should be kept of it,

The objection that is made, Thatit is a common thing
for nations and kingdoms to write histories and keep records
of their wars, and the revolutions that come to pass in their
territories, is so far from being a weighty objection against
the historical part of scripture, as though it were not the word
of God, that it is a strong argument in favor of it. For if rear
son and the light of nature teaches all civilized nations to keep
records of the events of their human government, and the
series of their administrations, and to publish histories for the
“information of others ; how much more may we expect that
God would give the world a record of the dispensations of his
divine government, which doubtless is infinitely more worthy
of an histery for our information ? If wise kings have taken
care that there should be good histories written of the nations
over whlch they have reigned, shall we think ft incredible,
that Jesus Christ should take care that his church, which is his
nationy his peculiar people, should have in their hands a cer»
tain infallible history of their nation, and of his government
of them ?

- If it had not been for the history of the Old Testament, how

_ wofully should we have been left in the dark about many
things which the church of God needs to know ! How ignoe
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rant should we have been of God’s dealings towards mankind,
and towards his church, from the beginning ! And we should
have been wholly in the dark about the creation of the world,
the fall of man, the first rise and continued | progress of the dis-
pensations of grace towards fallen mankind ! And we should
have known nothing how God at first set up, a church in the
world and how it was preserved after what manner he gov-

esned it from the beginning ; how the light of the gospel first

began to dawn in the world ; how it increased, and how things’

were preparing for the coming of Christ. |
If we are Clmsuans, we belong to that bmldmg of God that

has been the subject of eur discourse from this text : But ifit’

had not been for the history of the Old Testament, we should’
never have known what was the first occasion of God’s going
about this building, and how the foundation of it was laid at

first, and how it has gone on frem the beginning. * 'The times’

of the history of the Old Testament are mostly times that no

other history reaches up to; and therefore, if God had not’
taken care to give and preserve an account of these things for'

us, we should have been wholly without them.
Those that object against the authority of the Old Testa-

ment history of the nation of the Jews, may as well make it
.an objection against Moses’s account of the creation, that it is’
historical ; for in the other, we have an history of a work no
less important, viz. the work of redemption. Yea, this isa far

greater and more glorious work, as we observed before ; that
* if it be inquired which of the two works, the work of creation
or the work of providence, is greatest ; it must be answered
the work of providence ; but the work of redemption is the
greatest of the works of providence.

And let those who make this objection consider what part
of the Old Testament history can be spared without making
a great breach in that ‘thread or series of events by which this
glorious work has been camed ONuvciensorss ..This leads me to ob-

serve,

1V. That, from what has been said, we may see much of
the wisdom of God in the composition of the scnptures of the
O1d Testament, i. e. in the’ parts of which it consists. By

|
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what has been said, we may see that God hath wisely given
us such revelations in the Old Testament as we needed. Let
us briefly take a view of the several parts ofit, and of the need
there was of them.

Thus it was necessary that we should have some account
of the creation of the world, and of our first parents, and their
primitive state, and of the fall, and a brief account of the old '
world, and of the degeneracy of it, and of the universal deluge,
and some account of the ongm of nations aftel this destruc-
tion of mankind.

It seems necessary that there should be some account of the
succession of the church of God from the beginning : And
seeing God suffered all the world to degenerate, and only
took one nation to be his people, to preserve the true worship
and religion till the Saviour of the world should come, that in
them the world might gradually be prepared for that great
light, and those wonderful things, that he was to be the author
of,and that they might be a typical nation, and that in themGod
‘might shadow forth and teach, as under aveil,all future glorious
ihmgs of the gospel; it was therefore necessary that we should
have some account of this thing, how it was first done by the
callmg of ‘Abraham, and by their being bond slaves in Egypt,
and how they were brought to Canaan. It was necessary that
we should have somé account of the revelation which God
tnade of himself to that people, in giving their law, and in the
appomtment of thelr typical worship, and those things where-
in the gospel is veiled, and of the forming of that people, both
as to their civil and ecclesiastical state. L

' It seems ‘exceeding necessary that we should have some
account of their being actually brought to Canaan, the country
that was their promxsed land, and where they always dwelt.
It seems very necessary that we should have an history of the
syccessions of the church of Israel,and of those providences
of God towards them, which were most considerable and full-
est of gospel mystery. It seems necessary that we should
have some account of the highest promised external glory of
that nation under David and Solomon, and that we should have
a very pamcular account of David, whose history is so full of
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the gospel, and so necessary in order to introduce the gospel
into the world, and in whom began the race of their kings ;
and that we should have some account of the building of the
temple, which was also so full of gospel mystery.

And it is a matter of great consequence, that we should have
some account of Israel’s dividing from Judah, and of the ten
tribes’ captivity and utter rejection, and a brief account why,
and therefore a brief history of them till that time. It is ne-
cessary that we should have an account of the succession of
the kings of Judah, and of the church, till their captivity inte
Babylon ; and that we should have some account of their re.
turn from their captivity, and resettlement in their own land,
and of the erigin of the last state that the church was in be-
fore Christ came. ,

A little consideration will convince every one, that all these
things were necessary, and that none of them could be spared ;
and in the general, that it was necessary that we should have
an history of God’s church till such times as are within the
reach of human histories ; and it was of vast importance that
we should have an inspired history of those times of the Jew-
ish church, wherein there was kept up a more extraordinary
jintercourse between God and them, and while he used to
dwell among them as it were visibly, revealing himself by the
Shechina, by Urim and Thummim, and by prophecy, and so
more immediately to order their affairs. And it was neces.
sary that we should have some account of the great dispen-
sations of God in prophecy, which were to be after the finish~
ing of inspired history ; and so it was exceeding suitable and
needful that there should be a number of prophets raised up
who should foretel the coming of the Son of Gaod, and the na»
ture and glory of his kingdom, to be as so mapy harbingers
to make way for him, and that their prophecies should remain
in the church.

It was also a matter of great consequence that the church
should have a book of divine songs given by inspiration from .
God, wherein there should be a lively representation of the
_ true spirit of devotion, of faith, hope, and divine love, joy, re-

signation, humility, obedience, repentance, &c.; and alse
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- that we should have from God such books of moral instrues -
tions as we have in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, relating to the
affairs and state of mankind, and the concerns of human lifé
containing rules of true wisdom and prudence for our cons
duct in all eircumstances ; and that we should have particu~
larly a song representing the great love between Christ and
his spouse the church, particalarly adapted to the disposition
and holy affections of a true Christian soul towards Christ,
and representing his grace and marvellous love to, and delight
in his people ; as we have in Solomon’s Song ; and especials
1y that we should have a book to teach us how to conduct
ourselves under affliction, seeing the church of God hers is in
a militant states and God’s people do, through much tribula«
tion, enter into the kingdom of heaven ; and the church is for
so long a time under trouble, and meets with sach exceeding~
1y fiery trials, and extreme sufferings, before her time of péace
and rest in the latter ages of the world shall come : Theres
fore God has given us a book most proper in these circums~
stances, everi the book of Job, written upon occasion of the
#fflictions of a particular saint, and was probably at first.given
to the church in Egypt under her afflictions there ; and is made
use of by the Apostle to comfort Christians under persecutionsy
James v. 1. «Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and
have seen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitifuly
and of tender mercy.” God was also pleased, in this book of’
" Job, to give some view of the ancient divinity, before the give

ing of the law. '

' Thus from this brief review, I think it appears that every
part of the scriptures of the Old Testament is very usefuf
and necessary, and no part of it can be spared, without loss to
the chur¢h. And therefore, as I said, the wisdom of God is
éonspicuous in ofdering that the scriptures of the Old Testa«
ment should consist of those véry books of which they do
consist. .

Before I dismiss this particular, I would add, that itis very
¢bservable, that the history of the Old Testament is large and
particular, where the great affair of redemption required it ;
&t where there was most done towards this work, and most to
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typlfy Clmst, and to prepare the way for h1m . Thus it is

very large and partmular in the history of Abraham and the

other patriarchs ; but, yery short in the account we have of
the time which the children of Israel spentm Egypt. So
again it is large in the account of the redemption out of

Egypt, and the first settling of the affairs of the Jewish churchA

and nation in Moses and Joshua’s time ; but much shorter in
the account of the times of the Judges\. So again, it is large
and particular in the account of David’s and Solomon s times,
and then very short in the history of the ensuing relgns. Thus

the accounts are large or short, ]ust as there is more or leéa :

of the affair of redemption to be seen in them:

V. From what has been said, we may see, that Chnst and
his redemption are the great subject of the whole Bible. Con:
cerning the New Testament, the matter is plain ; and by
what has been said on this subject hitherto, it appears to be so
also with respect to the Old Testament. ~Christ and his re:
demption is the great subject of the propheciesof the old

‘Testament, as has been shown. It has also been shown, that »

he is the great subject of the sohgs of the Old Testameént ; and
the moral rules and precepts are all given in subordination to
him. And Christ and his redemption are also the great sub-
ject of the history of the Old Testament, from the beginning
allalong ; and even the history of the creation is brought in,
as an introduction to the history of redemption that immedi-
ately follows it. The whole book, both Old Testament and
New, is filled up with the gospel ; only with this difference,
that the Old Testament contains the gospel under a veil, but
the New contains it unveiled, so that we may see the glory.
of the Lord with open face.

VI. By what has been said, we may see the usefulness and
excellency of the Old Testament. Some are ready to look on
the Old Testament as being,as it were out of date, and as if we,

in these days of the gospel, have but little to do with it ; which .

is a very great mistake, arising from want of observing the-
nature and design of the Old Testament, which, if it were
observed, would appear full of the gospel of Christ, and would
in an excellent manner illustrate and confirm ' the glorious
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ﬂoctmiesaﬂd pt‘omiée‘s of the New Pestament. Thosé parts
ofthe Old Testathent which aré comimonly locked upon as
containiﬂg the feast divine instruction, are as it were mines
and treastres of godpel knowledge and the reason why they
are thought to contain s little, is, because persons do but sus
petficially read them. _‘The treasures which até hid under
neéath are not observed. They only look én the top of the
ground, and so suddénly pass a judgnient thet there i€ nothing
there. But they néver f into thé mine : If they did, they
would find it richly stored witl'x silver und gold, and Would be
nbundantly requited for thelr pains.

‘What has been said, may show us What a précioiis treasuré
God hés committed into out hands, in that he has given us
the Bible. How littlé do most persons consider; how much
they ex’qdy, i that they have thie posséssion of that holy book
the Bible, which they Have in their hands, and t’nay converse
‘with it as they please. ‘What an excéllent book is this, and
hiow far exceed‘mg all humah wiitings, that revéals Géd to us,
and gives us a view of the grand design and glorious scheme
of Providence frem the beginning of the world, eithér in his-
tory or propliecy ; that revesls'thé great Redeemer and hie
glorious redémption, aiid the Various steps by which God ac-
complishes it from the first foundatiohi to the topstorie ! Shall
we prize an history’ which gives'us a clear account ‘of some
great earthily prince, or mighity warrior; as of Alexatidér the
Great, or Julius Cesar, of the Bukeof Marlborough ! And
shall we not prizé the history thit God gives us of “the’ glo-
rious kingdom of his Son Jesus Christ, the Prince and Savs
foirr, and of the wars and otheér great transactions of that King
of kings, and Lord of armies, the Lord mighty in battle !
I'le histsiy of the things which he has wrought for the res
demption of his chosen people ¥

VIL. What lias been said, may niake us sénsible how muck
tiiost persons are to blame for their inattentive, unobservant
way of réading’ the scriptures. How much do the scriptures
contaln, if it were but observed? The Bible is the most com-
‘prehensive book in the world. But what will all this signify
%0 us, if we read it without observing what is the drift of the

Y
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Holy Ghost init? The Psalmist, Psal. cxix. 18, begs of God,

“ That be would enlighten hxs eyes, that he might behold.

wondrous things out of his law.” The scriptures are full of
wondreus fhmgs Those histories which are commonly read as
if they were only histories of the private concerns of such a.nd
such par'acular persons, such as the histories of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, and the hlstory of Ruth, and thé
histories of particular lawgivers and princes, as the hlstory of
Joshua and the Judges, and David, and the Israelitish prmces,
are accounts of vastly greater thmgs, tlungsof greater import-
ance, and more éxtensive concemment, than they that read
them are commonly aware of.

The histories of scripture are commonly read as if they,
were stories written only to entertain men’s fancies, and to
while away their leisure hours, when the mﬁmtely great
things contained or pointed at in them are passéd over and
never taken notice of. Whatever treasures the scmptures
contam,‘ we “shall be never the better for them if we do not
observe them He' that has a Bible, and does not observe

what is contamed in it, is like a man who Ras a box full of sxl-'

ver and gold, and doés not know ity Joes not of)serve that it is
any thing more than a vessel filled with comrhon stories. . As
long as 1t is thu$ with hlm, he w1ll be never, the better for hls
treasure ; For hé that knows not that he has a treasure, will
never make gse of what he has, and so mlght as well be Wlth-
out it. He who hasa plenty of the choicest food stored up in’
his housé, and does not know it, will never taste what he has,
and will be as likely fo starve as'if his house were empty.

VIII. What has been said, may show us how great a per-

son Jesus.Christ i 1s, and how grea.t an errand he came into the
world upen, seeing thére was so much done to preparc the
way for his céming. God had been doing notlmgg else but
prepare the way for his eommg, and domg the work ;whach he
had to do in the world, through allages of the world from the
very beginning. If'we had notice of a certain stnanger s be-
ing about to come into a country, and should observe that a
great preparation was made for his coming, that many months
were taken up in it, and great things were done, many great
alterations were made in the state of the whole country, and
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that many hands were employed, and persons of great note
were engaged in making preparation for the coming of this
person,.and the whole country was overturned, and all the al-
fairs and concerns of the country were ordered so as to be
subservient to the design of entertaining that person when he
should come ; it would be natural for us to think with curs
selves, why, surely, this person is some extraordinary- pet‘s‘oﬁ
indeed, and lt is same very great business that he is wmmg
upon.

How great a person then must he be, for whose commg"ins
to the world the great God of heaven and earth, and goverrior
of all things, spent four thousand years in preparing the ‘way;
going about it soon after the world was created, and from age
to age 'doing great things, bringing mighty ‘events to pass, ac-
complishing ‘wonders without number, often overturning the
world in order to it, and causing every thing in the state of
mankind, and all revolutions and changes in the habitable
world from generation to generation to be subservient to this
great design ? Surely this must be some great and extraordi-
nary person indeed, and a great work indeed it must needs be
that he is coming about.

We read, Matth. xxi. 8, 9, 10, that when Christ was ¢om-
ing into Jerusalem, and the multitudes ran before him and cut
down branches of palm trees, and strewed them jn the way,
and others spread their garments in the way, and cried, « Ho-
sannah to the son of David,” that the whole city was moved,
saymg, Who is this ? They wondered who that extraordinary
person should be, that there should be such an ado made on
occaston of his coming intq the city, and to prepare the way
before him. But if we consider what has been said on this |
subject, what great thmg; were done in all ages to pre-
pare the way for Christ’s coming intg, the world, and how
the world was often overturned to make way for it, much
more may we cry out, Who is this? What great person is
this? And say, as in Psal. xxiv. 8. 10. « Who is this King of
glory,” that God should show such’ respect, and put such vast
honor upon him ? Surely this person is honorable indeed. i in
God’s eyes, and greatly beloved of him ; and surely it is a
great errand upon which he is sent into the world.



18 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Praiop Ii.

PERIOD IL

HAV’ING shown how the work of redemption
was camcd on through the ﬂmpmod,ﬁvmtlwflllof man
tothcinamuon of Christ, I come.now 1o the. ucondperlod,
viz. the time of Chrias humiliation, or the space from the in-
carnation of Chnst to his resurrecuon And this j is the most
remarkable article of time that ever was or ever will be...
Though it was but between thirty and forty years, yet mere
was done in it than had been done from the beginning of the
world to that timé. ~'We have observed, that all that had been
done from the fll to the' incarnation of Christ, was only pre-
paratory for what was dope pow. ~'And it may also bo observ.
¢d, that all that was done’ ‘before the begmmng of time, in the
eternal counsels of God, and that etamal transaction there was
between the persons of the Trinity, chiefly respected this pe-
riod. We therefore nay proceed 0 conslder the ucandjm«j!«

amom, v1z

That during the time of Christ's humiliation,
from his incarnation to his rcsurrectxon, the pur-
chase of redemptxon was made.

Though there were many things done in the affair of re-
demption from the fall of man to this time, though mxllxons of.
sacriﬁces had been oﬁ'ered up ; yet nothmg was dape to pur-
chase redemptlon before Chnst's incarnation : No part of the
purchase was made, no part of the price was ‘offered till now,
But as soon as Christ was xncarnate, then the purchase began
immediately without any delay. And the whole time of

Christ’s humiliation, from the morning that Christ began to

be incarnate, till the mormng ‘that he rose from the dead, was
taken up in this purchase. And then the pnrchaso wes ene

tirely and completely finished. As nothing was done. before -

chnst’s incarnatxon, s0. nothmg was done after hm resyrrecy
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tion, to purchase redemption for men. Nor will there ever
be any thing more done¢ to all eternity. But that very mo-
ment that the human nature of Christ ceased to remain under
the power of death, the utmost farthing was paid of the price
of the salvation of every one of the elect.

Bur for the more orderly and regular consideration of the
great things done by our Redeemer to purchase redemption

- for usy

1. I would speak of Christ’s becoming incarnate to capac-
itate himself for this purchese ;—and, -
9, 1 would speak of the purchase itself.

G

PART 1.

FIRST, I would consider Christ’s coming into-the werld,
pr his taking upon him our nature to put himselfin a capacity
to purchase redemption for us. Christ became incarnate; on,
which is the same thing, became man, to put himself in a ca-
pacity for working out our redemption : For though Christ,
as God, was infinitely sufficient for the work, yet to his being
;a,m immediate capacity for it it was needful that ke should:

* mot enly be God, but man. If Christ had remained only in

the divine nature, he would not have been in a capacity to have
purchased our salvation ; not from any imperfecton of the
divine nature, but by reason of its absolute and infinite perfec
tion : For Christ, merely as God, was not capable ejther of’
that obedience or suffering that was needful. The divine na-
ture is not capable of suffering ; for it is infinitely above all
safféring. Neither is it capable of obedience to that law that
was given to man. Itis as impossible that one who is only
Ged, should obey the law that was given to man, as it is that
hs ahould suffer man’s purishment.

And it was necessary not.only that Christ should take upon.
him a cyeated nature, but that he should take upon him our
pature. It wowld not have sufficed for us for Christ to have
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become an angel, and to have obeyed and suffered in the an-
gelic nature. But it was necessary that he should become a
man, and that upon three accounts. -

1. It was needful to answer the law, that that nature should
ebey the law, to which the law was given. Man’s law could not
be answered, but by heing obeyed by man. God insisted up-
on it, that the law which he had given to man should®be hon-
ored and submitted to, and fulfilled by the nature of man, oth-
erwise the law could not be answered for men, The words
that were spoken, Thou shalt not eat thereof, Thou shalt, or
Thou shalt not do thus or thus, were spoken to the race of

" mankind, to the human nature ; and therefore the human na-
ture must fulfil them.

2. It was needful to answer the law, that the nature that sin-
ned should die. These words, ¢« Thou shalt surely die,” re-
spect the human nature. The same nature to which the
command was given, was the nature to which the threatening
was directed.

3. God saw meet, that the same worild wlach was the stage of-
man’s fall and ruin, should also be the stage of his redempition.
‘We read often of his coming into the world to save sinners,
and of God’s sending him into the world for this purpose It
was needful that he should come into this sinful, miserable,
yndone world,to restore and save it. In order to man’s re-
covery, it was needful that he should come  down to man, to
the world that was man’s proper habitation, and that he should
tabernacle with us : Johni, 14. % The Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us.”

ConcERNING the incarnation of Christ, I would. observe’
these following things.

I. The incarnation itself; in which especially two things
are to be considered, viz.

1. His conception, which was in the womb of one of the
race of mankind, whereby he became truly the Son of man,
as he was often called. He was one of the posterity of Adam,

and a child of Abraham, and a son of David, according to

God’s promise, But his'conception was not in the way of or

LA o e
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dinary generationy but by the power of the Holy Ghost. Christ
svas formed in the womb of the Virgin, of the substance of her
body, by the power of the Spirit of God: So that he was the
immediate son of the woman, but not the immediate son of
any male whatsoever ; and so was the seed of the woman,
and the son of a virginy .one -that had never-known man..

2. His birth..........Though the canception of Christ was sus
pernatural, yet after he was conceived, and so.the incarnation
of Christ begun, his human nature was,gradually perfectedin
the womb_of the virgin, in a way of natural progress ; and so
Ais birth was in the way of nature.. .But his, conception being
supernatural, by the power of the Holy Ghost, he was both
conceived and born without sin.

- II. The second thing I would observe concermng the incar-
nation of Christ, is the fullness of the time in which it was
accomplished. It was after things had been preparing for i it
from the very ﬁrst fall of ma.nkmd, and when all things were
ready It came to pass at a time, whlch in infinite wisdom
was the most fit and proper :.Gal. iv; 4. « But when the full-
ness of time was came, God sent forth his Son, made of a
‘woman,, made under the law” . . .

It was now the most proper tlme on every account. Any
time before the flood would not have beenso fit a time, . For
then the mxschxef and ruin that the fall brought on mankmd,
Wwas not so fully seen. The curse did not so fully come on
the earth befone the ﬂood, as it did afterwards For- though
the ground was cursed in a great measure before, yet it
pleased God that the curse should once, before the restoration
by Christ, be executed in an umversal destruction, as it were,
of the very form ofthe earth, that the dire effects of the fall
might once in such a way be seen before.the .recovery by
Christ. Though mankind were mortal before the flood, yet
their lives were the greater part of a thousand years in
length, a kind of immortality in comparison with what the
life of man is now. It pleased God, that that curse, “ Dust
thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return,” should have its
full accomplishment, and be executed in its greatest degree

- en mankind, before the Redecmcr came to purchase a nev-
er ending life for man.
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Tt would not have been so fita time for Christ to €ome, al
el the Rood, before Moses’s time : For till then mﬁnkmd
were tiot so univérsally agostatized from the triie Goa they
were not fullen univé#a.lly into Heathenish darkness ; and so
" ¢the need of Clmst, the hght of the world, was not %0 evident ¢
And the woful tbhseqitence bf the fall with respect t6 man’s
mortality, wes rot do fully mahifest till then ; for man’s life
was 1ot b'shortened as tb be réducett to the preseént standard
i1l sbott Moses’s time.

It was most fit that the time &f the Memah s torhing should
not be till thany ages after Moses’s time ; till all nations, but
the children of Israel, hed lain long in Heathenish darkness ;
that the remedileséness of their disease might by long expe+
Tience be sken, and so the absblute necess:ty bf the heavenly
physician, béfore hé camé.

Ancther reason why Christ did ot cothé sooti afker the
flood probably was, that the earth might be fall of péople, that
Christ might have the more extensive kingdom, and that the
effects of his light, and power, and grace, might be glo-
tified, and that his vxctbry over Satan might bé attehded
with the more glory in the maultitude of his conquests. ¥t
was also needful that the coming of Christ should be many
ages after Moses, that the church might be prepared which
was formed by Moses for his coming, by the Messial’s being
lohg prefigured, and by his being many ways foretold, and
by his being long expected. It was not proper that Christ
should comié before the Babylonisk captivity, because Sa-
tan’s kingdom was not then come to the height. The
Heathen world before that consisted of lesser kingdoms:
But God saw meet that the Messiah should come in the time
of one of the four great monarchies of the world. Nor was
it proper that he should come in the time' of the Babylonish
monarchy ; for it was God’s will that several general mon~
archies should follow one another, and that the coming of the
Messiah should be in the time of the last, which appeared
above them all. The Persian monarchy, by overcoming the
Babylonian, appeared above it : And so the Grecian, by over-
coming the Persian, appeared above z4at ; and for the same
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reason, the Roman above the Grecian. Now it was the will
of God, that his Son should make his appearance in the world
in the time of 'this greatest and strongest monarchy, which
was Sitan’s visible kingdom ih the world ; that, by overcom: -
ing this, he might visibly evercome Satan’s kingdom in its
greatest strength and glory, and so obtain the morcé complete
mumph over Satan himself.

It was not proper that Christ should come before the Baby»
'lonish captivity. For, before that, we have not histories of
the state of the Heathen world, to give us an idea of the need
ofa Saviour. And besides, before that, learning did not much
flourish, and so there had not been an opportunity to show the
insufficiency of human learning and wisdom to reform and save
mankind. Again, before that, the Jews weré not dispersed
over the world, as they were afterwards ; and so things were’
not prepared in this respect for the coming of Christ. The
necessity of abolishing the Jewlsh dispensation was not then
50 apparent as it was afterwards, by reason of the dispersion
of the Jews ; neither was the way prepared for the propaga.
tion of the gospel, as it was afterwards, by the same disper-
sion. Many other things might be mentioned, by which it
would appear, that no other time before that very time in
which Christ'did come, would have been proper for his ap-
pearing in the world to punchase the nredemption of men. :

I11. The next thing that I would observe concerning the
tncarnation of Christ, is the greatness of this event. Christ’s
fncamation was a greater and more wonderful thing then ever
had come to pass ; and there has been but one that bas ever
ceme to pass which was greater, and that was the death of
Christ, which was afterwards. But Christ’s incarnation was
a greater thing than had ever come to pass before. The cre-
ation of the world was a very great thing, but not so great a
thing as the incarnation of Christ. It was a great thing for -
God to make the creature, but fiot so great as for God, as for
the Creator himself, to become a creature. We have spoken
of many great things that were accomplished from one age to
another, in the ages between the fall of man and the incarna-

, tion of Christ : But God’s becoming man was a greater thing
Z .

t \
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than they all. When Christ was born, the greatest person
was born that ever was, or ever will be born.

IV. What I would next observe concerning the incarna’
tion of Christ, are thé remarkable cireumstances of it ; sich
as his being born of a poor virginy that was a pious holy per’
son, but poor, as appéared by her offering at her purification :
Luke ii. 24. « And to offer a sacrifice according to that which
is said in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtle doves, or two
young pigeons.” Which refers to Lev. v. 7. « And if she
be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtle
doves, or two young pigeons.” And this poor virgin was es-
poused to an husband who was a poor man. Though they
were both of the royal family of David, the most honorable
family, and Joseph was the rightful heir to the crown ; yet
the family was reduced to a very low state ; which is repre-
sented by the tabernacle of David’s being fallen or broken
down, Amos ix. 1. « In that day will I raise up the taberna-
cle of David that 1s fallen, and close up the breaches thereof;
and I will raise up his ruinsy and I will build it as in the days
of old”” _ _

He was born in the town of Bethlehem, as was foretold 2
And there was a very remarkable providence of God to bring
about the fulfilment of this prophecy, the taxing of all the
world by Augustus Cesar, as in Luke ii. He was bornin a
tvery low condition, even in a stable, and laid in a manger.

V. I wotld obsérve the concomitants of this' great event,
or the remarkable events with which it was attended.....And,

1. The first thing I would take notice of that attended the
incarnation of Christ, was the return of the Sfirit ; which in-
deed began a little before the incarnation of Christ ; but yet
was given on occasion of that, as it was to reveal either his
birth, or the birth of his forerunner John the Baptist. I have
before observed how the spirit of prophecy ceased, not long
after the book 6f Malachi was written. From about the same-
fime, visions and immediate revelations ceased also. But nowy
on this occasion, they are granted anew, and the Spirit in these
operations returns again. The first instance of its restoration
that we have any account of is in the vision of Zachariasy the
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father of John the Baptist ; which we read of in the 1st chapr
ter of Luke. The next is in the vision which the Virgin
Mary had, of which we read also in the same chapter. The
third is in the vision which Joseph had, of which we read in
the 1st chapter of Matthew. In the next place, the Spirit was
given to Elisabeth, Luke i. 41. Next, it was given to Mary,
as appears by her song, Luke i. 46, &c. Then to Zachariah
again, ibid. ver. 64. Then it was sent to the shepherds, of
which we have an account in Luke ii.9. Then it was given
to Simeon, Luke ii. 25. Then to Anna, ver. 36. Then to
the wise men in the east. Then to Joseph again, directing
him to fiee into Egypt, and after that directing his return.

2. The next concomitant of Christ’s incarnation that I
would observe is, the great notice that was taken of it in heav-
€n, and on earth. How it was noticed by the glorious inhabit-
ants of the heavenly world, appears by their joyful songs on
this occasion, heard by the shepherdsin the night. This was
the greatest event of Providence that ever the angels had be-
held. We read of their singing praises when they saw the
formation of this lower world : Job xxxviii. 7. « When the
aorning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted
for joy.” And as they sang praises then, so they do now, on
this much greater occasion, of the birth of the Son of God,
who is the Creator of the world.

The glorious apgels had all along expected this event,...
They had tak¢n great potice of the prophecies and promises
of these things all along : For we arg told, that the angels de-
sire to look into the affairs of redemption, 1 Pet. i. 12. They
had all along been the ministers of Christ in this affair of re-
demption, in all the several steps of it down from the very fall
of man. So we read, that they were employed in God’s deal-
ings with Abraham, and in his dealings with Jacob, and in his
dealings with the Israelites from time to time. And doubtlesg
they had long joyfully expected the coming of Christ ; but
now tbey see it accomplished, and therefore greatly rejoice,
and sing praises on this occasion.

Notice was taken of it by some among the Jews ; as par.
. glp\llarly by Elisabeth and the Virgin Mary, before the birt
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of Christ ; not to say by John the Baptist before he was born,
when he leaped in his mother’s womb as it were for joy, at the
voice of the salutation of Mary. But Elisabeth and Mary do
most joyfully praise God together, when they meet with
Christ and his forerunner in their wombs, and the Holy Spirit
in their souls. And afterwards what joyful notice is taken of
this event by the shepherds, and by those holy persons, Zacha-
rias, and Simeon, and Anna ! How do they praise God on this
eccasion ! Thus the church of God in heaven, and the church
on earth, do as it were unite in their joy and praise on this oc-
casioh. ' -7

Notice was taken of it by the Gentiles, which appears in the
wise men of the east. Great part of the universe does as it

were take a joyful notice of the incarnation of Christ. Heav-
en takes notice of it, aml the inhabitants sing for joy. This
lower world, the world of mankind, does also take notice of it
in both parts of it, Jews and Gentiles. 1t pleased God to put
‘honor on his Son, by wonderfully stirring up some of the
wisest of the Gentiles to come a Jong journey to see and wor-
ship the Son of God at Lis birth, being led by a miraculous
star, signifying the birth of that glorious person, who is the
bright and morning star, going before, and leading them to
the very place where the young child was. Some think they
were instructed by the prophecy of Balaam, who dwelt in the
eastern parts, and foretold Christ’s coming as a star that should
rise out of Jacab. Or they might be instracted by that gen-
eral cxpectation there was of the Messiah’s coming about that
time, before spoken of; from the notice they had of" it by the
prophecies the Jews had of him in d\exr d!spemons in all
parts of the world at that time.

3. The next concomitant of the birth of Christ was his cir- .
cumcision. But this may more properly be spoken’ of under
another head, and so I will not insist upon it now.

4. The next concomitant was his first coming into the sec-
ond temple, which was his being breught thither when an in-
fant, on occasion of the purification of the blessed Virgin,

We read, Hagg. ii. 7. « The desire of all nations shall
come, and I will fill this house (or temple) with glory.” And



Parnr L] WORK OF REDEMPTION. 189

§n Mal. iii. 1. « The Lord, whom y€ seek, shajl mddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant.”
And now was the first i mstance of the fulfilment of these proph-
_ecies. ’

5. The last concomitant I shall mention is the sceptre’s de-
parting from Judah, in the death of Herod the Great. The
sceptre had never totally departed ftom Judah till now. Ju-
dah’s sceptre was greatly diminished in the revolt of the ten
tribes in Jeroboam’s time ; and the sceptre departed from
Tsrael or Ephraim at the time of the captivity of the ten
tribes by Shalmaneser. -But yet the sceptre remained in the
tribe of Judah, under the kings of the house of David.
And when the tribes Judeh and Benjamin were carried
captive by Nebuchadnezzar, the sceptre of Judah ceased
for a little while, till the return from the captivity under
Cyrus : And then, though they were not an independent
government, as they had been before, but owed fealty to
the kings of Persia; yet their governor was of themselves,
who had the power of life and death, and they were governed
by their own laws; and so Judah had a lawgiver from be-
tween his feet during the Persian and Grecian monarchies.
Towards the latter part of the Grecian monarchy, the people
were governed by kings of their own, of the race of the Mac-
cabees, for the greater part of an hundred years; and after
that they were subdued by the Romans. But yet the Romans
suffered them to be governed by their own laws, and to have a
king of their own, Herod the Great, who reigned about forty
years, and governed with proper kingly authority, only paying
homrage to the Romans. But presently after Christ was born
he died, as we have an account Matth. ji. 19, and Archelays
succeeded him ; but was soon put down by the Roman Em-
peror and then the sceptre departed from Judah. There
were no more temporal kings of Judah after that, neither had
that people their governors fram the midst of themselves after
that, but were ruled by a Roman governor sent among them ;
and they ceased any more to have the power of life and death
among themselves. Hence the Jews say to Pilate, « Itisnot
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Jawful for us to put any ‘man to death,” John xviii. 31. Thu;
the sceptre departed from Judah when Shiloh came.

et Gm—

PART IL

HAVING thus considered Christ’s coming inte the world,
and his taking on him our nature, to put himself in a capacity
for the purchase of redemption, 1 come now, SECONDLY)
to speak of the purchase itself......And in speaking of this I
would,

1. Show what is intended by the purchase of redemption.

2. Observe some things in general concemmg those things
by which this purchase was made.

3. I would orderly consider those things which Christ did
and suffered, by which that purchasc was made. B

SECTION I.

I WOULD show what is here intended by Christ’s pur-
chasing redemption. And there are two things that are in-
tended by it, viz. his satisfaction, and his merit. Allis done
by the price that Christ lays down. But the price that Christ
laid down does two things : It pays our debt, and so it satis-
Jies : By its intrinsic value, and by the agreemcnt between the
Father and the Son, it procures a title to us for happiness, and
so it merits. The satisfaction of Christ is to free us from mis-
ery,and the merit of Christ is to purchase happmess for us.
The word fuurchase, as it is used with respect to the pur-
chase of Christ, is taken either more strictly, or more largely.
It is oftentimes used more strictly, to signify only the merit of
Christ ; and sometimés more largely, to signify both his satis-
faction and merit. Indeed most of the werds which are used
in this affair have various significations. Thus sometimes

”
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divines use meri¢ in this affair for the whole price that Christ
offered, both satisfactory, and also positively meritorious,
And so the word satisfaction is sometimes used, not only for
his propitiation, but also for his meritorieus obedience. For
in some sense, not only suffering the penalty, but positively
obeying, is needful to satisfy the law. The reason of this va<
rious use of these terms seems to be, that satisfaction -and
merit do not differ so much really as relatively. They both
consist in paying a valuable prite, a price of infinite value; but
only that price, as it respects a debt to be paid, is called satis+
JSaction ; and as it respects & positive good to be obtained, is
called meriz. The difference between paying a debt and
making a positive purchase is more relative than it is essentials
He who lays down a price to pay a debt, does in some sense
make a purchase : He parchases liberty from the ébligations
"And he who lays down a price to purchase a good, does as it
were make satisfaction : He satisfies the conditional demands
of him to whom he paysit. This may suffice concerning
What is meant by the purchase of Christ.

iy
SECTION IL

1 NOW proceed to some general observations cohcerning
those things by which this purchase was made.......And here,
1. I would observe; that whatever in Christ had the nature
. of satisfaction, it was by virtue of the suffering or humiliation
that was in it. But whatever had the nature of merit, it was
by virtue of the obedience. or righteousness there was in it.
The satisfaction of Christ consists in his answering the de«
mands of the law on man, which were consequent on the
breach of the law:. These were answered by suffering the
penalty of the law. The merit of Christ consists in what he
did to answer the demands of the law, which were prior to
man’s breach of the law, or to fulfil what the law demanded
before man sinned, which was obedience.
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The satistaction or propitiation of Christ conmsts either in
his suffering evil, or his being subject to abasement. For
Christ did not only make satisfaction by propér suffering, but
by whatever had the nature of humiliation, and sbasement
of cirgumstances. Thus Christ made satisfaction for sin, by
emnnumg under the power of déath, while hé kiy buried in
{he grave, though neither his body nor soul properly endured
any suffering after ho was dead. - Whatever Christ was sub-
ject to that was the judicial frait of sin, had the mattre of satis«
fattion for sin. Butnot onty proper suffering, bat sll abase-
ment and depression of the state and circamstances of mankind
betow its privnitive honor and dignity, such as his body’s rez
waining under death, and: body and soul remaiting separate;
snd other things that might be mentioned, are the judicial
fruits of sin.  And al that Christ @ in his state- of humilias
tion, that had the natare of ddedience or Troral virtue or good-
hess in it, in one . respect or another had the nature of merit
in it, and was part of the price with which he perchesed haps
piness for the clect.

2. I would observe, that both Chrlst’s satisfaction for sin,
and also his meriting happlness by his righteousness, were
carried on through the whole time of his humiliation.
Christ’s satisfaction for sin was not only by his last sufferings,
though it was principally by them ; but all his sufferings, and
all the humiliation that he was subject to, from the first mo-
ment of his incarnatiorité his resurrection, wene propititory
or satisfactory. Christ's satisfaction was chiefly by hisdeath;
because kis sufferings--and dwmrhilintion in that was greatest.
But sl his other sufferings; smd all " his other humiliatiom, all
along bud the nature of satisfaction. So had the inean it~
cumstances in which he was born. His being born.in siucha
low condition, avas to make satisfaction for sin. His being
bom of 3 poor virgin, in a stdble, and his being laid in a man-
ger ; his taking the homan nature upon him in itslow state,
and under those infirmitics brought upon it by thé fall ; s
being borain 1he form of sinful flesh, had the nature of satis-
faction. And so'all his sufferings in his jinfancy and child-
hood, and all that laher, and :cantetnpt, and reproach, =nd
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temptation, and difficulty of any kind, or that he suffered
through the whole coutsé of hislifé, was of a propitiatory
#nd satisfactory nature.

And so his purchase of happmess by his nghteousmess was
also carried on through the whole time of his humiliation till
his resurrection ; hot only in that obedience e performed
through the coursé of his life, but also in the obedlence he
performed in Taying down his life.

3. It was by the samé things that Christ hath satisfied
God’s justicé, and also purchased eternal happiness. This
satisfaction and purchase of Christ were not only both carried
on through the whole timé of Christ’s humiliation, but they
were both carrled on by the same things. He did not make
satisfaction by some things that he did, and then work out a
Fighteousntss by other different things ; but in the same acts
by which ke wrought out righteousness, he also made satis:
faction, but only taken in a different relation. One and the
same act of Christ, considered with respect to the obedience
there was in it, was part of his righteousness, and purchased
heaven : But considered with respect to the self denial, and
(hﬁiculty, and humiliation, with which he performed it, had
the nature of satisfaction for - sin, and protured our pardon.
Thus his going about doing good, preaching the gospel, and
teachirig his disciples, was o part of his righteousness, and
purchase of heaven, as it was dohe in obedfence to the Faths
er ; and the same wasa part of his satisfaction, as he did it
with great labor, trouble; and weariness, and under great
temptations, exposing himself hereby to reproach and con-
tempt. So his laying down his life had the nature of satie-
faction to God’s offended justice, considered as his bearing
our punishmerit in our stead: But considered as an act of
obedience to God, who had given him this command, that he
should lay down his life for sinners, it was a paxt of his rights
<ousness, and purchase of heaven, and as much the principal
part of his rightecusness as it was the principal part of his sat-
isfaction. -And $o to instance in his ci¥comcision, what ke
suffered in that, had the nature of satisfaction: The blood
that was shed in his circumcision was propitiatery bloed ; byt

2A
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as it was a conformity to the law of Moses, it was part of his
theritorious righteousness. Though it was not properly the
act of his human nature, he being an infant ; 3 yet it bemg
what the human nature was the subject of, and being the act
of that person, it was accepted as an act of his obedience as
our mediator.

" And s6 even his being born in such a low condition had the
nature of satisfaction, by reason of the humiliation that was in
it, and also of nghteousness, as it was the act of his person in
ebedience to the Father, and what the human natiire was the
sub_‘ect of, and what the will of the human nature did acqm'e

esce m, though there avas no act of the will of the human na-

ture prior to it.

TrEsE things may suffice to have observed in the general
concerning the purchase Christ made of redemption.

SECTION IH.

I NOW proceed to speak more particularly of those things
which Christ did, and was-the subject of, during the time of
his humiliation, whereby this purchase was made......And the
nature of the purchase of Christ, as it has been explained,
leads us to consider these things under a twofold view, viz.

1. With respeet to his righteousnessy which appeared in

them.
2. With respect to the euﬂ’enngaand Aumsliation that he

was subject to in them in our stead.

§ I. T will gonsider the things that passed during the time
of Christ’s humiliation, with respect to the obedience and'right-
eonsness that he exercised in them. And this is subject to &
threefold distribution. I shall therefore consider his. obedi~.
ence.

1. With respect to the lews which he obeyed.
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2. With respect to the different stages of his life in which
he performed it.

3. With respect to the virtues he exercised in his obedi~
ence.

Y. Tae first distribution of the acts of Christ’s righteous-
ness is with respect to the laws which Christ obeyed in that
righteousness which he performed. But here it must be ob-
served in general, that all the precepts which Christ obeyed
may be reduced to one law, and that is that which the apostle
calls the law of works, Rom. iii. 27. Every command that
Christ obeyed may be reduced to that great and everlasting
Jaw of God that is contained in the covenant of works, that
eternal rule of right which God had established between him-
self and mankind. Christ came into the world to fulfil and
answer the covenant of works ; that is, the covenant that is
to stand forever as a rule of judgment ; and that is the cover_
nant that we had broken, and th_at was the covenant thas must
be fulfilled. '

This law of works indeed includes all the laws of God which
ever have been given to mankind; for it is a general rule of
the law of works, and indeed of the law of nature, That God is
10 be obeyed, and that he must be submitted to in whatever
positive precept he is pleased to give us. It isa rule of the
law of works, That men should obey their earthly parents 3
and it is certainly as much a rule of the same law, TPhat we
should obey our heavenly Father : And so the law of works
requires obedience to all positive commands of God. It re-
quired Adam’s obedience to that positive command, Not to
eat of the forbidden fruit; and it required obedience of the
Jews to all the positive commands of their institution. When
God commanded Jonah to arise and go to Nineveh, the law of
works required him to obey : And so it required Christ’s obe-
dience to all the positive commands which God gave him.

But, more particularly, the commands of God which Christ
obeyed, were of three kinds ; they were either such as he was
subjeet to merely as man, or such as he was subject to as he
was a Jew, or such as he was subject to purgly as Mediator,

/
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1. He obeyed those commands which he was subject te,
merely as man: And they were the commands of the mora}
law, which was the same with that which was given at Mount
Sinai, written in two tables of stone, which are obligatory on
mankind of all nations and all ages of the world.

3. He obeyed all those laws he was subgect. toas he was a
Jew. Thus he was subject to the ceremonial law, and was
conformed to it. He was conformed to it in his being circum-
cised the eighth day ; and he strictly cbeyed it in going up to
Jerusalem to the temple three times a year ; at least after he
was come to the age of twelve years, which seems to have.
been the age when the males began to go up to the temple.
And so Christ constansly attended the service of the' temple,
and of the synagogues.

To this head of his obedience to the law that he was subject
to as a Jew, may be reduced his subraission to Jahn’s baptism.
For it was a special comruand to the Jews, to go forth to John
the Baptist, and be baptized of him ; and therefore Christ be-
ing a Jew, was subject to this command ; and therefore, when
be came to be baptized of John, aud John objected, that he had
more need to come to him to be baptized of him, he gives this
reason for it, that it was needful that he should do it, that he
wight fulfil all rightecuspess. HSee Matt. iil. 13, 14, 15,

3. Another law that Christ waa subject te was the mediatori-
el law, which contained those commands of God to which
he was subject not merely 83 man, nor yetas a Jew, but
which related purely to hls mediatorial office. Such were
the commands which the Father gave him, to teach such doc-
trines, to preagh the gospely to work sueh miracles, te call
such disciples, to appoint such ordinances, and finally to lay
down his life : For lie did all these things in obedience to com-
mands he had recewed of the Father, as he often tells us.
And these commands he was not subject to merely as man ;
for they did not belong to other, men ; nor yet was he; subject
to them as a Jew ; for they were po. part of the Mosaic law ;
but they were commands that he had received of the, father,
that purely respected the work hq was to do in the woddﬂ
his mediatorial office.
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And it is to be observed, that Christ’s rightecusness, by
which he merited heaven for himself, and all who believe in
- him, consists principally in his obedience to this mediatorial
law : For in fulfilling this law consisted his chief work and
business in the world. The history of the Evangelists is
chiefly taken up in giving an account of his obedience to this
Taw : And this part of his obedience was that which was at-
tended with the greatest difficulty of all ; and therefore his
obedience in it was most meritorious. 'What Christ had to
do in the world by virtue of his being Mediator, was infinitely.
wore difficult than what he had to do merely as a man, or as a-
Jew. To his obedience to this mediatorial law belongs his
going through his last suﬂ'enngs, beginning with his agony in
the garden, and ending with his resurrection. :
As the obedience of the first Adam, wherein his righteous-
ness would have consisted, if he had stood, would have mainly
consisted, nat in his obedience to the moral law, to which he
was subject merely as man, but in his obedience to that spec«
ial law that he was subject to as moral head and surety of
mankind, even the command of abstaining from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil ; so the obedience of the second:
‘Adam, wherein his righteousness consists, lies mainly, not in
his obedience to the law that he was subject to merely as man,
lart to that special law which he was subject to in bis office ag
- Mediator and surety for man.

Brrore I proceed to the next distribution of Christ’s right«
msmss, I would observe three tlnngs concernmg Christ’s
obedience to these laws.

1. He performed that obedlence to them which was in-
every respect fierfect. It was universal as to the kinds of laws
that he was subject to ; he obeyed each of these three laws ;
and it was universal with respect to every individual precept
eontained in these laws, and it was perfect as to each com-~
mand. It was perfect as to positive transgressions avoided :
¥or henever transgressed in one instance ; he was guilty of no
sin of commission. And it was perfect with respect to the
werk commanded : He perfected the whole work that each
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command required, and never was guilty of any sin of omis-

-sion. And it was perfect with respect to the principle from:

which he obeyed : His heart was perfect, his principles were
wholly right, there was no corruption in his heart. = And it
was perfect with respect to the ends he acted for : For he
never had any by ends, but aimed perfectly at such ends as
the law of God required. And it was perfect with respect to

the manner of performance : Every circumstance of each act'.

was perfectly conformed to the coramand. And it was pers

fect with respect to the degree of the performance : He acted -

wholly upto the rule. And it was perfect with respect to the
constanpcy of obedience : He did not only perfectly obey some-
times, but constantly, without any interruption. And it was
perfect with respect to perseverance : He held out in perfect

obedience to the very end, through all the changes he passed ’

end a]l the trials that were before him.

The meritoriousness of Christ’s obedience, depends on the
perfection of it. If it had failed in any instance of perfection,
it could not have been meritorious : For imperfect obedience
is not accepted as any obedience at all in the sight of the law

of works, which was that law that Christ was subject to ; for.

that is not accepted as an obedience to a law that does not
answer that law. '
. 2. The next thing I would observe of Christ’s obedience is,
that it was performed through the greatest trials and temptar
tions that ever any obedience was. His obedience was attend-
ed with the greatest difficulties, and most extreme abasement
and sufferings that ever any obedience was; which was
another thing that rendered it more meritorfous and thank
worthy. To obey another when his commands are easy, is
not so worthy, as it is to obey swhen it cannot be dane WIthout
great difficulty.

3. He performed this obedlence with infinite respect ta
God, and the honor of his law. The obedience he perform.
ed was with infinitely greater love to God, and regard to his
authority, than the angels perform their obedience with. The
angels perform their obedience with that love which is perfect,
with sinless perfection : But Christ did not do so, but he pers
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formed his obedience with much greater love than the angels
do theirs, even infinite love ; for though the human nature of
Christ was not capable of love absolutely infinite, yet Christ’s
- obedience that was performed in that human nature, is not t¢
be looked upon as merely the obedience of the human nature,
but the obedience of his person as God man ; and there was
infinite love of the person of Christ manifest in that obedience.
And this, together with the infinite dignity of the person that
ebeyed, rendered his obedience infinitely meritorious. -

II. Tur second distribution of the acts of Christ’s obes
dience, is with respect to tkhe different parts of his life, wherein
they were performed. And in this respect they may be divie
ded into those which were performed in private life, and those
which were performed in his public ministry.

lst. These acts he performed during his pirivate fife. He
was perfectly obedient in his childhood. He infinitely differ«
ed from other children, who, as soon as they begin to act, be«
gin to sin and rebel. He was subject to his earthly parents,
though he was Lord of all, Luke ii. 51. He was found about
his Father’s business at twelve years of age in the temple,
Luke ii. 42. He then began that work that he had to do in
- fulfilment of the mediatorial law, which the Father had given
him. He continued his private life for about thirty years,
dwelling at Nazareth in the house of his reputed father Jo-
seph, where he served God in a private capacity, and in fol-

lowing a mechanical trade, the business of a carpenter.
2dly. Those acts which he performed during his public
“sninistry, which began when he was about thirty years of age,
and continued for the three last years and an half of his life.
‘Most of the history of the evangelists is taken up in giving an
account of what passed during these threc years and an half; .
so is all the history of the Evangelist Matthew, excepting the
two first chapters. So is the whole of the history of the Evan-
gelist Mark ; it begins and ends with it. And so also is all
the gospel of John, and all the gospel of Luke, excepting the
two first chapters ; excepting also what we find in the evin.
gelists concerning the. ministry of John the Baptist. Christ’s
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first lppurmg in his public mmxstry, is what is often called
is coming in scripture. Thus John speaks of Christ’s
*. eoming as what {s yet to bé; though he had beén born leng
before.

Concerning the public ministry of Christ, I would sbserve
the following things. 1. The forerunner of it: 2. The
manner of his first éntering upon it. 3; The works in which
he was employed during the course of it ; and, 4: The mans
fer of his finishing it.

1. The forerunner of Christ’s coming in his public minis-
try was Johm the Bapmt : He caine preaching repentance for
the reinission of sins, to make way for Christ’s coming;
ugreeably to the prophecies of him, Isa. x1. 3, 4, 5, and Matt.
iv. 5,6. It is supposed that John the Baptist began his minis?
try about three years and an half before Christ ; so that John’s
finistry atid Christ's put togéther, made seven years, which

. was the last of Daniel’s weeks ; and this time is inténded in
Dan. ix. 27. « He will confirm the covenant with many for
one week.” Christ came in the midst of this week, viz. in
the beginning of the last half of it, or the last three years, and
an half, as Daniel foretold, as in the verse just now quoted :
¢« And in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease.”

John Baptist’s ministry consisted principally in preaching
the law, to awaken men and convineé them of sin, to prepare
men for the coming of Christ, to comfort them; as the law is
to prepare the heart for the entertainment of the gospel:

A very remarkable outpouring of the Spirit of God attended’
John’s ministry ; and the effect of it was, that Jerusalem, and
alt Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, were awak-
ened, convineed, went out to him, and submitted te his bap~

- tism, confessing their sins. John is spoken of as the greatest
of all the prophets who eame before Christ : Matth. xi. 11.
« Among those that are born of women, there hath pot risen
a greater than John the Baptist ;* i. e. he had the most hen-

_orable office. He-was as the merning star, which is ‘the har-
binger of the approaching day, and forerunner of the rising
sun. The other prophets were stars that were to give light
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in the night ; but we have heard how those stars went out orl
the approach of the gospel day. But now the coming of
Christ being very nigh, the morning star comes before him;
the brightest of all the stars, as John the Baptist was the
greatest of all the prophets.

And when Christ came in his public ministry, the light of
that morning star decreased teo; as we see when the sum
rises, it diminishes the hght of the mommg star. So John
the Baptist says of himself, John iii. 30. « He must increase,
but I must decrease.” And soon after Christ began his pub-
hc mxmstx ys John the Bapust was put to death ; as the morn-
ing star is visible a little while after the sun is risen, yet soon
goes out.

2.. The next thing to be taken notice of is Chnst’s entrance
on his public ministry, which was by baptism, followed with
the temptation in the wilderness. His baptism was as it
were his solemn inauguration, by which he entered on his
ministry ; and was attended with his being anointed with the
Holy Ghost, in a solemn and visible matiner, the Holy Ghost
descending upon him in a visible shape like a dove, attended '
with a voice from heaven, saying, « This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased,” Matth. iii. 16, 17.

After this-he was led by the devil into the wilderness. Sa-
tan made a violent onset upon him at his first entrance on his
work ; and now he had a remarkable trial of his obedience ;
but he got the victory. He who had such success with the
first Adam, had none with the second. C

3. I would take notice of the work in which Christ was
employed during his mlm.stry And here are three things
chiefly to be taken notice of; viz. his preachmg, his working
imiracles, and his calling and appointing disciples and minis<
ters of his kingdom.

(1.) His preaching the gospel. Great part of the work of
his publxc ministry consisted in this ; @nd much of that obe<
dience by which he purchased salvation for us, was in hig
_ speakmg those things which the Father commanded him....;
He more clearly and abundantly revealed the mind and will of
God, than ever it had been revealed before. He camie fromt

B
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the bosom of the Father, and perfectly knew his mind, and
was in the best capacity to reveal it. As the sun, as sdon as it
is risen, begins to shine ; so Christ, a3 soon as he came into
his public ministry, began to enlighten the world with his
doctrine. Asthe law was given at Mount Sinai, so Christ de-
livered his evangelical doctrine, full of blessings and mnot
curses, to a multitude on a mountain, as we have an account
in the 5thy 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew.

WWhen he preached, he did not teach as the scmbes, but he
taught as one having authority ; so that his hearers
astonished at his doctrine. He did not reveal the mind and

-will of God in the style which the prophets used to preach, as-
not speaking their own words but the words of another ; and
used to speak in such a style as this, « Thus saith the Lord ;*
but Christ, in such a stylé as this, ¢« I say unto you,”' thus or
thus ; « Verily, verily, I say unto you” He delivered his
doctrines, not only as the doctrines of God the Father, but as
his own doctrines. He gave forth his commands, not as the
prophets were wont to do, as God’s commands, but as his own’
commands. He spake in such a style as this, « This is my
commandment,” John xv. 12. « Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I comrand you,” ibid 14. _

(2.) Another thing that Christ was employed in during the
course of his ministry, was working miracles. Concerning
which we may observe several things. '

Their multitude. Besides particular instances, we often
have an account of multitudes coming at once with diseases,
and his healing them..

They were works of mercy. In them was displayed not

only his infinite power and greatness, but his infinite mercy
and goodness. He went about doing good, healing the sicky
restoring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and the prop-
er use of their limbs to the lame and halt ; feeding the hun~
gry; cleansing the leprous, and raising the dead.

They were almost all of them suck as had been sfroken of ae
the pecufiar works of God, in the Old Testament. So with re~
spect to stilling the sea, Psal. gvii. 29. « He maketh the
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.” So as to
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walking on the sea in a ‘storm: Job ix. 8. « Which alone....
treadeth upon the waves of the sea:” So as to casting out
Adevils : Psal. 1xxiv. 1¢. « Thou breakest the heads of levia-
than in pieces.” So as to feeding 2 multitude in a wilderness :
Deut. viii. 16. « Who fed thee in the wilderness with man-
na.” Soas to:telli\ng man’s thoughts : Amos iv. 13.« Lo, he
that....declareth unto man what is his thought....the Lord, the
God of hostsis his name.” So as to raising the dead : Psal.
Ixviii. 20. « Unto God the Lord belong the issues from
death.” 'So as to.opening the eyes of the blind : Psal. cxlvi.
8. « The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind® Seo as to
healing' the sick : Psal. ciii. 3. « Who healeth all thy dis-
eases.” Soas to lifting up those who are ‘bowed together :
Psal. cxlvi. 8. « The Lord raiseth them that are Howed
down.”

They were in general such works. as were images of the
8Zreat work which he came to work on man’s heart : Represent-
_ing thatinward, spiritual cleansing, healing, renovation, and

resurrection, which all his redeemed are the subjects of.

He wrought them in such a manner as to show, that he did

_ them by his own fower, and not by the fower of another, as the
other prophets did. ‘They were wont to work all their mirar
«les in the name of the Lord ; but Christ wrought in his own
name. Moses was forbidden to-enter into Canaan, because he
seemed by his speech to assume the honor of working only
one miracle to himslf. “Nor did Christ work miiracles as the
apostles did, who wrought them all in the name of Christ;
but he wrought them in his own name, and by his own author-
lty and will: Thus saith he, «T will, be thou clean,” Matth.
yiii. 3. Andin the same strain he put the question, % Beheve
ye that1 am able to do this ¥ Matth. ix. 28.

(3.) Another thing that Christ did in the course of his mine
istry, was 'to ‘call his disciples. He called many disciples.

There were many that he employed as ministers ;: he sent
seventy disciples at one time in this work : But there were
twelve that he set apart as apostles, who were the grand min;
{sters of his kingdom, and as it were the twelve foundations of
his church. See Rev. xxi. 14. These were the main instry-
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ments'of setting up his kingdom in the world, and therefore
shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

4. I would observe how he finished his ministry. And this
was,

(1.) In giving his dying counsels to his disciples, and all that
should be his disciples, which we have recorded partlcularly
in the 14th, 15th, ard 16th chapters of John’s gospel.

(2-) In instituting a solemn memorial of his death. This he
did in instituting the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, where-~
in we have a representation of his body broken, and of his.
blood shed. '

(3.) In offering up himself, as God’s high priest, 3 sacri-
fice to God, which he did in his last sufferings. This act he
did as God’s minister, as God’s anointed priest; and it was
the greatest act of his public ministry, the greatest act of
his obedience by which he purchased heaven for believers.
The priests of old used to domany other things as God’s
ministers ; but then were they in the highest execution of
their office when they were actually oﬂ'ermq sacrifice on the
altar. So the greatest thing that Christ did in the execution

of his priestly office, and the greatest thing that he ever did,
and the greatest thing tifat ever was done, was the oﬂ’ermg
up himself a sacrifice to God. Herein he was the antitype of )
all that had been done by all the priests, and in all’ their
éacriﬁces and offerings, from the beginning of the world.

III. Txe third distribution of the acts by wlnch Christ pur-
chased redempuon, regards the virtues that Christ exercised
and manifested in them. And here I would observe, that
Christ, in doing the work that he had to do here in the world
for our redemption, ‘exercised every possible virtue and
grace. Indeed there are some particular virtues that sinful
man may have that were not in Christ ; not from any want or
defect of virtue, but because his virtue was perfect and with-
out defect. Such is the virtue of repentance, and brokenness
of heart for sin, and mortification, and denying of lust. Those
virtues were not in Christ, because he had no sin of his own
to repent of, nor any lust to deny. Butall virtugs which do




Parr II] WORK OF REDEMPTION. 208

not presuppose sin were in him, and that in a higher degree
than ever they were in any other man, or any mere creature.
'Every virtue in him was perfect. Virtue itself was greater
in him than in any other ; and it was under greater advanta-
gesto shinein him than in any other. Strict virtue shines
most when most tried : But never any virtue had such’ trials
as Christ’s had. _—

. The virtue that Christ'exercised in the work he did, may
‘be divided into three sorts, viz. the virtues which more im-
mediately respect God, those which immediately respect
himself, and those which immediately respect men.

1. Those virtues which more immediately respect God, ap-
peared in Christ in the work that he did for our redemption.
There appeared in him an holy fear and reverence towards
God the Father. Christ had a greater trial of his virtue in
this respect than any other had, from the honorableness of his

‘person. This was the temptation of the angels that fell, to
cast off their worship of God,.and reverence of his majesty,
that they were beings of such exalted dignity and worthiness
themselves, But Christ was infinitely more worthy and hon-
orable than they ; for he was the eternal Son of God, and his
person was equal to the person of God the Father : And yet,
as he had taken on him the office of mediator, and the nature
of man, he was full of reverence towards God. He adored
him in the most reverential manner, time after time. So he
ma.nifesfed a wonderful love towards God. The angels give
great testimonies of their love towards God, in their constan-
¢y and agihty in doing the will of God ; and many saints
have given great testimonies of their love, who, from love to
- God, have endured great labors and sufferings : But none ev-
er gave such testimonies of love to God as Chtist has given ;
none ever performed such a labor of l(gvc as he, and suffered
so much from love to God. So he manifested the most won-
derful submission to the will of God. Never was any one’s
submission so tried as his was. So he manifested the most
wonderful spirit of obedience that ever was manifested.
3. In this work he most wonderfully manifested those vir-
fues which more immediately respected himself ; as particularly
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fhumility, patience, and contempt of the world.  Christ,
though he was the most excellent and honorable of all men,
yet was the most humble ; yea, he was the most humble of
4l creatures. No angel or man ever equalled him in humils -
jty, though he was the highest of all creatures m dignity and
honorableness. Christ would have been under the greatest
temptations.to pride, if it had been possible for any thing to

de a temptation to him. The temptation of the angels that
fell was the dignity of their nature, and the honerableness of
their circumstances ; but Christ was infinitely more honora»
ble than they. ‘The human nature of Christ was so honored
as to be in the same person with the eternal Sen of God, who
was equal with God ; and yet that human nature was not at
all lifted up with pride. Nor was the man Christ Jesus at all
lifted up with pride with all those wonderful works which he
wrought, of healing the sick, curing the blind, lame, and
maimed, and raising the dead. And though he knew that
God had appointed him to be the king over heaven and earth,
angels and men, as he says, Matth. xi. 27. « AU things are de-
Yivered unto me of my Father ;” thopgh he knew he was
such an infinitely honorable person, and thought it not robs
bery to be equal with God ; and though he knew he was the
heir of God the Father’s kingdom ; yet such was his humili-
ty, that he did not disdain to be abased and depressed- down

into lower and viler circumstances and sufferings than ever
any other elect creature was ; so that he became least of all,
and lowest of all. The proper trial and evidence of humility,
is stooping or complying with those acts or circumstances,
when called to it, which are very low, and contain great abase-
ment. But none ever stooped so lew as Christ, if we consid-
er either the infinite height that he stooped from, or the great
depth to which he stooped. Such was his bumility, that
though he knew his infinite worthiness of honor, and of be:
ing honored ten thousand times as much as the highest prince
on earth, or angel in heaven ; yet he did not think it too much
when called to it, to be bound as a cursed malefactor, and ta
become the Jaughing stock and spitting stock of the vilest of
men, and to be crowned with thorns, and to haye a mock robe¢
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put upon him, and to be crucified like a slave and malefactory
and as one of the meanest and worst of vagabonds and mis«
treants, and an accursed enemy of God and meh, who was not
fit to live on the earth : And this not for himself, but for
some of the meanest and vilest of creatures, some of those ac«
cursed wretches that crucified him. Was not this a wonder~
ful manifestation of humility; when he cheerfully and most
freely submitted to this abasement ? '
~ And how did his patience shine forth under all the terrible
sufferings which he endured, when he was dumb, and opened
ot his mouth, but went as a Jamb to the slaughter, and' was
like a patient lambd under all the sufferings he endured from
first to last ?

And what contempt of the glory of this world was there,
when he rathier chose this contempt, and meanness, and suf

- fering, than_to wear a temporal crown, and be invested with
the external glories of an earthly prince, as the multitude of-
ten soficited him ? . ‘

3. Christ, in the work which he wrought out, in a wonder-~
ful manner exercised those virties which more immediately res«
fiect other men. And these may be summed up under two
heads, viz. meekness and love.

Christ’s meekness was his humble calmness of spirit under
the provocations that he met with. None ever met with so
great provocations as-he did. The greatness of provocation
Hesin two things, viz. in the degree of opposition by which
the provocation is given 5~ and, secondly, in the degree of

. the unreasonableness of that opposition, or in its being
very causeless, and without reason, and the great degree
of obligasion to the contrary. Now, if we consider both these
things, no man ever met with such provocations as Christ
did, when he was upon earth. If we consider how much he
was hated, what abuses he suffered from the vilest of men,
how great his sufferings from men were, and how spitcful and
how contemptuous they were, in offering him these abuses ;
and also consider how causeless and unreasonable these abue
ses were, how undeserving he was of them, and how much
deserving of the contrary, viz. of love, and honor, and good
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treatment at their hands : I say, if we consider these things,

no man ever met with a thousandth part of the provocation

that Christ met with from men : And yet how meek was he
under all ! How composed and quiet his spirit ! How far from

being in a ruffle and tumult ! When he was reviled, he reviled
not again ; and as a sheep. before her shearers is ‘dumb, so he
opened not his mouth. No appearance was there of a re-
vengeful spirit ; on the contrary, what a spirit of forgiveness

did he exhibit ! So that he fervently and effectually prayed
for their forgiveness, when they were in the highest act of
provocation that ever they perpetrated, viz. nailing him to the
cross : Luke xxiil. 34. « Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.”

And never did there appear such an instance of love to men.
Christ’s love to men that he showed when on earth, and es<
pecially in going through his last sufferings, and offering up
his life and soul under those sufferings, which was his great-~
estact of love, was far beyond all parallel. There have been
very remarkable manifestations of love in some of the saints,
as in the Apostle Paul, the Apostle John, and others : But the
love to men that Christ showed when on earth, as much ex-
ceeded the love of all other men, as the ocean cxceeds a
small stream.

And it is to be observed, that all the virtues which appeared
in Christ shown brightest in the close of his life, under the tri-
als he met with then. Eminent virtue always shows bright-
est in the fire. Pure gold shows its purity chiefly in the fur~
nace. It was chicfly under those trials which Christ under-
went in the close of his life, that his love to God, his honor of
God’s majesty, and his regard to the honor of his law, and his
spirit of obedience, and his humility, and contempt of the
world, and his patience and his meekness, and his spirit of
forgiveness towards men, appeared. Indeed every thing that

Christ did to work out redemption for us appears mainly in

the close cf his life.” Here mainly is his satisfaction for sin,
and here chiefly is his merit of eternal life for sinners, and here
chiefly appears the br: lghtness of his example, which he hath
set us to follow. ,
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Tuus we have taken a brief view of the things whereby. the
parchase of redemption was made with respect to his right-
eousness that appeared in them........k proceed now, ) '

. § II. To take a view of them with respect to the satisfaction

that he thereby made for sin, or the sufferings and humiliation
that he was the subject of in them on eur account. . And
here, ,
. L. He was subject to uncommon huxmhauon and suffenngs
in his mfancy He was born to that end that he might die 3
and therefore he- did as it were begm to die as soon as he was
bom Hxs mother suffered in an uncommon manner in bear-
ing him.. When her travail came upon bher, it is said, there
'was no room in the mn,” Luke ii. 7. She was forced to be-
take herself to a stable ; and therefore Christ was _born in the
Pplace of the bringing forth of beasts. Thus he suffered in his
birth, as though he had been meaner and viler than a man,
and not possessed of the dlgmty of the human nature, but had
been of the rank of the brute creatures. And we may con-
elude, that his mother’s circumstances in other respects were
proportionably strait and difficulty and that she was destitute of
the conveniencies necessary for so young an infant which othe
ers were wont to have ; for want of which the new bom babe
thhout doubt suffered much.

And besides, he was persecuted in his infancy: They be-«
gan to seek his life as soon as he was born. Herod, the chief
man of the land, was so engaged to kill him, that, .in order to .
it, he killed all the children in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under. And Christ suffere-
banishment in his infancy, was driven out of his native c-
try into Egypt, and without doubt suffered much by b
carried so long a journey, when he was so young into a stran,
country. -

II. Christ was subject to great humiliation in his pnvate
life at Nazareth. He there led a servile obscure life, in a

mean laborious occupation : For he is called not only the

" carfienter’s son, but the carfienter : Mark vi. 3. % Is not this

the carpenter, the brother of James and Joses, and Juday md

Simon 1 He, by hard labor, earned his breag before e ate it,
2C
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and so sufferéd that curse which, God pronounced on Adam,’
Geén. iif. 13. «In the’ sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bréad.”
Let us consndei‘ how great' a degreée of humiliation the glori-’
ous Son of God, the creatof of heaven and earth, was subject
o it this, that for dbout thirty’ years he should live'a private’
obscuré life ainong laboring nieh, and all this while be over-’
looked, and not takén noti¢€ of i in the wor]d, as more than oths’
¢r coritmon laborers.  Christ’s humiliation in some respects
was greater in private life thati in the tiine of his public min-’
istry.. There were many rhanifestations” of his glory in the
word he preachéd, and the great mifacles he wrotight : But
the first thiity years of his life he spent amiorig mean ordinary
then; as it wére in silence, without those manifestations of
Mis gloty, or any thing to make him to'bé takennotice of more’
than ‘any ordinary mechanit, but only the spétless puirity and*

eminent holiness of his Kfe ; anid that was ih'a great measure

hid in obscurity ; 36 that he Was little takenr notive of tﬁl nﬁe’r
his Baptism.

II1. Chifist was the srfbject oF great himiliaton aﬁd strﬁ'er‘
ing durihg his public life, flfom his baptism u!l tﬂe' nigbt’
whereih he was Bétrayed.- A particularly,

1. He suffered great poverty, 50 that He'had no¥ « viliere;
to lay his- head,” Matth. viii. 20; and" comimonly used to’
lodge abroad in the open ait, for want 6 a shelter to betake’
himself to ; as you will' see is manifest, if yo compare the’
following places togethef, whith I shall but ndme to youy
eve‘nMatth viil, 20, and Johri“tviti. 1} 2, and Fake xxi. 97, and
chap. xxii. 39. So that what was spoken of Chriét in Cant. v.-
2. « My head is filled with dew, and sy locks with the' drops
of the night,” was literally fuffilled:- And through-his poverty*
he.doubtless was often pinched’ with hunger, and thirstjand

"cold. We read Matth. iv.-2; that he was an hungred :* And so*
#gain in Matth. xxi. 18.  His mother and natural refations’
wete poor, and not able to help him ; and he was maintained’

by the chanty of some ofhis disciples while he lived. - Sowe

tead in” Luke vifi. at the beginning, of certaih women that
.- followed him, and ministered-to lim of their substance.. He
was 5o poor; that fre Was not able to pay the tribute that was-
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Aemanded of him, without the miraculous coming of a fish to
'brmg him the money out of the sea in his mounth. See Matth.
Xvii.27. And when he ate his last passover, it was nat at his
AWn charge, but at the charge of another, as appears by Luke
xxil. 7, &c.  And fmm his poyerty he had no grave of his awn
o be buried,in. Xt was the manner of the Jews, unless.they
_ were very poor, and were not able, to prepare themselves a
scpulchre while they lived. But Christ had ne land of his
~own, though he was possessar of heaven and earth ; and there-
fore was buried by Joseph of Anmathea’s chanty, and jn hjs
tomb, which he had *wepared ﬁn- himself.

2. He suffered great hatred a.pd reproach. ¥e was dcspli-
&d and rejected of men. He was by most esteemed & poar,
Ansignificant persan ; one of little accqunt, slighted for his Jow
parentage, and his mean city Nazareth. He WA3 rc,pmached Bs
2 glutton and drunkard, a friend of publicans and sinners ; was
called a deceiver of the people ; someumeg a madman, and 2
Samaritan, & lone possessed with a devil, Johwm wii. 20, and
viii, 48, aud x. 20. He was called a blasphemer, and was ac-
counted by many a wizzard, or one that wrought miracles by
the black art, and by communication with Beelgebub. They
£&xcommunicated him, and agreed to excomsunicate any man
that should own him, as Jobn ix. 22. ‘They mished him dead
and were continually seeking to murder him ; sonyeumes by
force, and sometimes by craft. They often took up stones to

_stone him, and once led him to the brow of a hill, mtendmg to
throw him dowp the precipice, to dash him i in picces agajnst
;he rocks,

He was thus hated and reproached py his own visible peo-
ple: Johni. 13, « He came to his own, apd his own received
him not.?  And he was principally despised and hated by
those who were in chief repute, and were their greatest men.
And the hatred wherewith he was hated was general Iptq
whatever part of the land he went, he met with hatred and
conteapt. He met with these in Capemaum, and when he

. went to Jericho, when be went to Jerusajem, which was the
boly city, when he went to the temple to worship, and also in
Nazgreth, his own city, and among his own relations, apd his
pld neighbors,
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S. He suffered the buffettings of Satan in an uncommon
manner. We read of one time in particular, when he had a
long conflict with the devﬂ, when he was in the w1ldemess
forty: days, with nothmg but wild beasts and devxls ; and was
80 exposed to the devil’s power, that he was bodily camed
about by him from place to place, while he was otherwise in a
very suffering state.

And somuch for the humiliation and suffering of Christ's

“public life, from his baptism to the mght wherein he was be-
trayed.

IV. I come now to his lasthumiliation and sufferings, from
the evening of the night wherein he was betrayed to his resur-
rection. And here was his greatest humiliation and suffering;,

by which pnnmpally he made satisfaction to the justice of God

for the sins of men.” First, his life was sold by one of his own
disciples for thirty pieces of s:lver, which was the price of the
life of a servant, as you may sec in Exod. xxi. 32. Then he
- was in that dreadful agony in the garden There came such

a dismal gloom upon his soul, that he began to be sorrowful ’

and very heavy, and said, his ¢ soul was exceeding sorrowﬁxl,
even unto death, and was sore amazed.” So violent was the
- agony of his soul, as to force the blood through the pores of
his skin ; ‘so that while his soul was overwhelmed with amaz-
ing sorrow, his body was all clotted with blood. The disci-
ples, who used to be as his friends and family, at this time,
above all, appeared cold towards him, and unconcerned for
him, at the same time that his father’s face was hid from him.
Judas, to whom Christ had been so very merc1ful, and treated
as one of his family,onfannliar friends, comes and betrays him
in the most deceitful, treacherous manner. The officers and
soldiers apprehend and bind him ; his disciples forsake him
and flee ; his own best friends do not stand by him to comfort
him, in this time of his’ distress. He is led away as a male-
 factor to appear before the priests and scribes; his venomous,
mortal enemies, that they might sit as his judges, who sat up

all night, to have the pleasure of insulting him, now they had

got him into their hands. But because they aimed at nothir'_ig
short of 'his life, they set themselves to find some color to put
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him to death, and seek for witnesses against him. When none
appeared, they set some to bear false witness ; and when their
witness did not agree tagether, then they go to examining him
to catch something out of his owp mouth, They hoped he

" would say, that he was the Son of God, and then they thought
they should have enough But because they see they are not
like to obtain it without i it, they then go to force him to say 1t.
by adjuring him in the name of God, to say whether he was of
mot : And when he gonfessed that he was, then they suppos-
ed they had enough ; and then it was a time of rejoicing with
‘them, which they show, by falling upon Christ and spitting in
Jhis face, and blindfolding him, and striking him in the face
with the palms of their hands, and then bidding him prophecy

\ who it was that struck him : Thus ridiculing him for pretend.
ing to be a prophet. And the very servants have a hand in
the sport : Mark, xiv. 65. « And the servants did strike hlm-
thh the palms of their hands.”

During the sufferings of that night, Peter, one of the chief
of his own disciples, instead of standing by him to comfort
'hi‘m, appears ashamed to own him, and denies and renounces

vfium with oaths and curses. And after the chief priests and
elders had finished the night in soshamefully abusmg him,
‘when the morning was come, which was the morning of the
most wonderful day that ever was, they led him away to Pi-
late, to be condemned to death by him, because they had not
the power of life and death in their own hands. He. is
brought before Pilate’s judgment seat, and there the priests
and elders accuse him as a traitor. And when Pilate, upon
‘examining into the matter, declared he found no fault in him,
the Jews were but the more fierce and violent to have him
condemned. Upon which Pilate, after clearing him, very un-
justly brings him upon a second trial ; and then, not finding
any thing against him, acquits him again. Pilate treats him
asa poor worthless fellow ; butis ashamed on so little pre-
tence to condemn him as a traitor.
" And then he was sent to Herod to be tried by him, and was
brought before Herod’s judgment seat ; and his enemies fol-
jowed, and virulently accused him before Herod. Herod
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does not condemn him as a traitor, or one that would set up
for a king, but looks upon him as Pilate did, asa poor worth;
less creature, not worthy to be taken notice of, and does hut
make a mere laugh of the Jews accusmg him as a dangerous
person to Cesar, as one that was in danger of setting up to be
a king against him ; apd fherefore, in derision, dresses him
up in a mock robe, and makes sport of } him, and sends hlm
back through the strcetsoi Jerysalem to Pilate, with tl\y, mock
robe on.

The Jews prefer Barabbas beforg him, and are ipstant and
violent with loud voices to leate, to crucxfy him. So Pilate,
after he had cleared him twice, and Herod once, very unr;ght-
eously brings him on trial the thjrd tjimg, to try if he could
not find something against him sufficient to crycify him. Christ
was stripped and scoyrged : ‘Thus he gave his back to the
smiter. After that, ;.hough Pilate st;ll declared that he found
o faultin him ; yet so unjust was he, that for .f'éar of thq
Jews he delivered Christ to be crucified, But before they
execute the sentence, his spjteful and crugl enemies take the
pleasure of anether spell of mocking him ; they get round
him, and make a set business of it. They sripped him, and
put on him a scarlet robe, and a reed in his hand, and a crown
of thorns on his head. Both Jews and Roman soldiers were
united in the transaction ; they bew the knee before him, and
in derision cry, « Hail, king of the Jews”’ ~ They spit upon
bim alse, and take the reed out of bis hand and smite him on
the head.  After this they led him away to crucify himaand
made him carry his own cross, tlll he sunk under it, hié
strength being spent ; and then they laid it on ope Simon a
Cyrenian.

At length, being come to Mount Calvary, they execute the
sentence which Pilate had so unrighteously pronounced.
They nail him to his cross, by his hands and feet, then raise
it erect, and fix one end in the ground, he being still suspend-
edon it by the nails which pierced his hands and feet. And now
Christ’s sufferings are came to the extremity : Now the cup
which he so earnestly prayed that it n'ught pass from him, is
come, and he must, he does drmk it.
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In those days crucifixion was the most tormenting kind of
death by which any were wont to be executed. There was
no déath wherein the person expired so much of mere tor
ment : And hénce the Roman word which signifies tormenty
is taken from this kind 6f death. And besides what our Lord
éndured in this excmciatmg death in his body, he endured
vastly mére in his soul. Now was that travail of his soul;
which wé read in the prophet ; now it pleased God to bruise’
him,and to put him to grief ; now he poured out his soul unte’
death, as in Isa. liii. And if the metle forethought of this cup
ynade him sweat b100d, how much moré dreadful and excru<
tiating must the drinking of it have beén | Many martyrs
have endired mu¢h in thefr bodies, while their souls have been
joyful, and have sung for joy, whereby they havs been support-
€d under the sufférmgs of their outward man, and bave tri<
imphed over them. Bt this was not the case with Christ §
he bad no such support 3 but his suﬂ‘ermgs were chiefly those
6f the mind, though the other were extremely great. In his
¢rucifixion Christ dfd not sweat blood, as he had beforé, bes
dause his bleod had vent otherwise, and fiot because his agony
was néw not so great. But though he did not sweat bloody
yet auch was the suﬂ'ering of his soul, thit probably it rent his’
vitals ; as seéms probablé by this, that when his side was’
pierced, there came forth blood and water.  And $o here was
akind of literal filfllment of that in Psal. xxii. 14. « Iam
“poared oft liké water : My heatt is like waz, it is melted in’
the midst of my bowels.”

Néw, under il these sufferings; the Jéws s811 mosk him§
, aid wagging their heads say, «Thou that destroyest the
témple, and buildest it in thred days, save thysélf: If thou be’
the Sori of God, come down from tive cross.” And even the -
¢hief priests, scribés, and elders, joified in the cry, saying,
« He saved octhers ; himself he cantiot save.” And probably
the devil at tie same’ tile tormented himm to the utmost of
his power; and hence it is said, Luke xxii. 53. « This is your-
thour, and the power of darkness.”

Undér these sufferings, Christ having cried out once and
again with a loud voice, at last he said, « It is finished,” (John
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gix. 30. ) « and bowed the head, and gave up the ghost.” And
thus was finished the greatest and most wonderful thing that
ever was done. Now the angels beheld the most wonderfuI
sight that ever they saw. Now was accomphshed the main
thing that had béen pointed at by thé various institutions of
the ceremonial lawv, and by all the typical dispensatfons, and by
all the sacrifices from the beginning of thé world.

Christ being thus bx‘ought under thé power of death, ton-
tinued under it till the morning of next day but one ; and then -
was finished that great work, the purchase of our redemption,
for which such great preparatxon had been made from the be-
ginning of the wofld. Then was finished all fhat was requir-
¢d in order to satisfy the threatenmgs of the Taw, and all that
was nécessary in order to satlsfy divine justice; then the ut-
most that vindictive justice demanded even the whole debt-
was paid. Then was ‘finished thc whole of the purchase of
eternal life. And now there is no need of any thing more to
be done towards a purchase of salvation for sinners ; nor has
ever any thing been done smce, nor wx‘ll any thing more’ be’
done for ever and ever.,

IMPROVEMENT. -

IN surveying the history of redemption, from the fallof
man to the end of the world, we have now shown how this"
work was carried on through the two former.of the three
main periods into which this whole space of time was divided,
viz. from the fall to the incarnation of Christ, and from thence:
‘to the end of the time of Christ’s humiliation ; and have par-~
ticularly explained how in the first of these periods God pre-
pared the way for Christ’s appearing and purchasing redemp-
tion ; and how in the second period, that purchase was made
and finished. I would now make some improvement of what
has been said on both these subjects, considered conjunctly.
And this I would do,

1. In a use of reproof.-

2. Ina use of encouragement.
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SECTION 1.

1 sEcin with a use of repr(mf a reproof of three thmgs

1. Of unbeljef.

2. Of self righteousness.

3. Ofa careless neglect of the salvation of Christ.

I. If itbe as we have heard, how greatly do these thmgs
reprove those who donot believe in, but reject the Lord Jesus
Christ ! i. e. all those who do ot heartily receive him, Persons
may receivehim in profession,and carry well butwardly towards
him, and may wish that they had some of those benefits that
Christ has purchased, and yet their hearts not receive Christ :
They may be hearty in rothing that they do towards Christ ;
they may have no high esteem of Christ, nor any sincere hon-
or or respect to Christ; they may neyer have opengd the
door of their heart to Christ, but have kept him shut out all
their days, ever since they first heard of him; and his salvation
has been offered to them. Though their hearts have been
opened to others, their doors have been flung wide open to
them, and they have had free admittance at all times, and have
been embraced and made much of, and the best room in their
hearts has been given them, and the throne of their hearts has
been allowed them ; yet Christ has always been shut out, and
they have been deaf to all his knocks and calls. They never
could find an inclination of heart to receive him, nor would
they ever trust in him.

Let mé now.¢all upon you with whom it is thus, to consid-
¢&r how great your sin, in thus rejecting Jesus Christ, appears
to be from those things that have been said. You slight the
glorious persoh, for whose coming God made such great prep-
aration in such a series of wonderful providences from the
beginning of thé world, ahd whom after all things were made
ready, God sent into the world, bringing to pass a thing be-
fore unknown, viz. the union of the divine nature with the
human, in one person. You have been guilty of slighting that
great Saviour, who after such preparation, actually aceom-
plished the purchase of redemption ; and who, after he had

2D
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spent three or four and thirty years in poverty, labor, and con-
tempt, in purchasing redemption, at last finished the purchase
by closing his life under such extreme sufferings as you have
heard ; and so by his death, and continuing for a time under
the power of death, completed the whole. This is the person
you reject and despise.  You make light of all the glory of
his person, and of all the glorious love of God the Father, in -
sending him into the world, and all his wonderful love appear-
ing in the wholé of this affair. That precious stone that God
hath laid in Zion for a founidation in such a manner, and by
such wonderful works as you have heard, is a stone set at
nought by you.

Sinners sometimes are ready to wonder why the sin of un-
belief should be looked upon as such a great sin: But if you
¢consider what you have heard, how can you wonder? If it be
50, that this Saviour is so great a Saviour, and this work so
greata work, and such great things havé been done in order
to 1t, tmly there is no cause of wonder that the sin of unbelief,
or the rejection of this Saviour, is spoken of in scripture as
such a dreadful sin, so provoking to God, and what brings
greater guilt than the' sins of thé worst of the Heathen, who
never heard of those things, nor Kave had this Saviour offéred
to them.

I1. What has Beep said’,‘aﬂ’or-ds matter of réproof to thosey
who, instead of believing in Christ, trust In thémselves for
salvation. It is a common thing with men to take it upont
themselves to purchase salvation for themselves, and so fo do
that great work which Christ came into the world to do. Are
there noné such here who trust in their prayers; and their
good conversations, and the pains they take in religion, and
the reformation of their lives, and in their self denial, to re-
commend them to God, to make some aténement for their past
sins, and to draw the heart of God to them ?

Consider three things :

1. How great a thing that js which you take upon you....
You take upon you to do the work of the great Saviour of the
world. You trust in your own doings to appease God for
your sins, and to incline the heart of God to you. Though
you are poor, worthless, vile, polluted worms of the dust; yet
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S0 arrogant are you, that you take upon you that very work
that the only begotten Son of Gnd did when upon carth, and
that he became 'man to capacitate himself for, and in order to
which God spent four thousand years in all the great dispen-
sations of his providence in the government of the world,
-aiming chiefly at this, to make way for Christ’s coming to do
this work. This is the work that you take upon yourself, and
foolishly think yourself sufficient for it ; as though your pray-
ers, and other performances, were excellent enough for this
purpose. Consider how vain is the thought which you enter-
tain of yourself. How must such \_arrogancg appear in the
sight of Christ, whom it cost so much te make a purchase of
salvation, when it was not to be obtained even by him, so
great and glorious a person, at a cheaper rate than his wadmg"
‘through a sea of blood, and passing through the midst of the
furnace of God’s wrath. And how vain must your arrogance
appear in the sight of God, when he sees you imagining your-
self sufficient, and your worthless, polluted performances ex-
cellent enough for the accomplishing of that work of his own
Son, to prepare the way for which he was employed in order-
ing all the great affairs of the world for so many ages !
" 2. If there be ground for you to trust, as you do, in your
-own righteousness, then all that Christ did to purchase salva-
txon when on earth, and all that God did from the first fall of
man to that time to prepare the way for it, is in vain. Your
self righteousness charges God with the greatest folly, as
though he has done all things in vain, even so much in vain,
that he has done all this to bring about an accomplishment of
that which you alone, a little worm, with your poor polluted
prayers, and the little pains you take in religion, mingled with
all that hypocrisy and filthiness, are sufficient to accomplish
for yourself without Christ’s help. For if you can appeass
God’s anger, and can commend yourself to God by these
means, then you have no meed of Christ ; but he is dead in
vain : Gal. ii. 21. « If nghteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.’
If you can do this by your prayers and good works, Christ
might have spared his pains, he might have spared his blood
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He might have kept within the bosom of his Father, without
coming down into this evil world to be despised, reproached,
and persecuted to death ; and God needed not to have busied
himself, as he did for four thousand years together, causing so
many changes in the state of the world all that while, in order,
to the bringing about that which you, as little as you are, can
accomplish in a few days, only with the trouble of a few
sighs, and groans, and prayers, and some other rehgxous per-
formances. Consider with yourself what greater folly could
you have devised to charge upon God than this, to do all those
things before and after Christ came into the world so need-
lessly 5 when, instead of all this he might only have called
you forth, and committed the busmess to you, whlc.b yomi
think you can do so easily.

Alas ! How blind are natural men! How sottish are the
thoughts they have of thmgs' And espec;ally how vain are
the thoughts which they have of themselves ! How ignorant
of their own littleness and pollution ! How do they exalt them-
selves up to heaven ! What great things do they assume to
thcmselves !

- You that trust to your own righteousness, arrogate ta
ourselves the honor of the greatest thing that ever God him-
self did ; not only as if you were sufficient to perform -divine
works, and to accomplish some of the great warks of God ;
but such is your pnde and vanity, that you are mnot content
without taking upon you to do the very greatest work that
ever God himself wrought, even the work of redemption....
You see by what has been said, how God has subordinated all
his other works to this work of nedempuon You see how
God’s works of providence are greater than his works of crea-
tion, and that all God’s works of provxdence, from the begin-
ning of the generations of men, were in- order to this, to make
way for the purchasing of redempuon " But this is what you
take upon yourself. To teke on yourself to work out redemp-
tion, is a greater thing than if you had taken it upon you to
create a world. Consider with yourself what a figure you, a
poor worm, would make, if you should seriously go about tq
create such a world as God did, should swell in your own con-
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ceit of yourself, should deck yourself with majesty, pretend to
speak the word of power, and call an universe out of nothing,
intending to go on in order, and say, « Let there be light:
Let there be a firmament,” &c. But then consider, that in
attempting to work out redemption yourself, you attempt a
greater thing than this, and are serious in it,.and will not be
beat off from it ; but strive in it, and are full of the thought of
yourself that you are sufficient for it, and always big with
hopes of accomplishing it. : '

" You take upon you to do the very greatest and most diffi-
cult part of this work, viz. to purchase redemption. Christ
can accomplish other parts of this work without coest, without
any trouble and difficulty : But this part cost him his life as
well as innumerable pains and labors, with very great igno-
miny and contempt besides. Yet this is that part which self-
righteous persons go about to accomplish for thcmselves. If
all the angels in heaven had been sufficient for this work,
. would Ged have set himself to effect such things as he did in
order to it, before he sent his Son into the worid ? And would
be ever have sent his own Son, the great Creator and God of
the angels, into the warld, to have done and suffered such
things ? ' .

- What selfrighteous persons take to themselves, is the same
work that Christ was engaged in when he was in his agony
and bloody sweat, and when he died on the cross, which was
the greatest thing that ever the eyes of angels beheld. This,
as great-as it is, they imagine they can do the same that
Christ .accomplished by it. - Their sclfrighteousness does in
effect charge Christ’s offering up himself in these sufferings,
as the greatest instance of folly that ever men or angels saw,
instead of being the most glorious display of the divine wis-
dom eand grace that ever was seen. Yea, selfrighteousness
qmakes all that Christ did through the whole course of his life,
and all that he said and suffered through that whole time, and
his incarnation itself, and not only so, but all that God had
been doing in the: great dispensations of his providence from .
the beginning of the world to that time, as all nothing, but a
scene of the most wild, and extreme, and transcendent folly.
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Is it any wonder, then, that a selfﬁghteous spirit is’ se
represented in scripture, and spoken of; as that which is most
fatal to the souls of men? And is it any wonder, that Christ is
represented in scripture as being so provoked with the Phari-
sees and others, who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and were proud of their goodness, and thought that
their own performances were a valuable pnce of God's favor
and love ?

Let persons hence be wa.med against a selfrighteous spirit.
You that are seeking your salvation, and taking pains in relig-
fon, take heed to yourselves that you do not trust in what you
do ; that you do not harbor any such thoughts ; that God now,
seeing how much you are reformed, how you take pains in re-
Ygion, and how you are sometimes affected, will be pacified
towards you with respect to your sins, and on aceount of it
will net be so angry for your former sins ; and that you shall
gain on him by such things, and draw his heart to show you
mercy ; or at least that God ought to accept of what you'do,
0 as to be inclined by it in some measure to forgive you, and
have mercy on you. H yeu entertain this thought, that God
is ebliged to do it, and does not act justly if he refuse to re-
gard your prayers and pains, and so quarrel with God, and
complain of him for not doing, this shows what your opinion is
of your own righteousness, viz. that itis a valuable price of
salvation, and ought to. be accepted of God as such. Such
complaining of God, and quarrelling with him, for not taking
more notice of your righteousness, plainly shows that you are
guilty of all that arrogance that has been spoken of; thinking
yourself sufficient to offer the price of your own salvation.

III. What has been said on this subject, affords matter of
reproof to those who carelessly neglect the salvation of Christ ;
such as live a senseless kind of life, neglecting the business of
religion and their own souls for the present, not taking any
course to get an interest in Christ, or what he has done and
suffered, or any part in that glorious salvation he has purchas-
ed by that price, but rather have their minds taken up about
the gains of the world, or about the vanities and pleasures of
youth, and so make light of what they hear from time to time
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of Christ’s salvation, that they do not at present so much .as
seek after it. Let me here apply myself to you in some ex<
postulatory interrogations.

1. Shall so many prophets, and kings, and rlghteous men,
have their minds so much taken up with the prospect, that
the purchase of salvatiori was to be wrought out in ages long
-after their death ; and will you neglect it when actually
accomplished ? You have heard what great account the
church in all ages made of the future redemptlon of Christ 3
how joyfully they expected it, how they spoke of it, how they
studied and searched ‘into these things, how they sung joyful
songs, and had their hearts greatly engaged about it, and yet
never expected to see it done, and did not expect that it would
be accomplished till many ages after their death, 1 Pet. i. 10,
1, 12. “How much did Isaiah and Daniely and other proph-
ets speak concerning this redemption ! And how much were
their hearts engaged, and their attention and study fixed upon
it ! How was David’s mind taken up in this subject! He de-
clared that it was all his salvation, and all his desire ; 2 Sam.
xxiii 5. How did he employ his voice and harp in celebrat-

ing it, and the glorious display of divine grace therein exhib-
ited ! And all this although they beheld it not as yet ac-
complished, but saw that it was to be brought to pass so long
‘a time after their day. And before this, how did Abraham
and the other patriarch’s rejoice in the prospect of Christ’s
day, and the redemption which he was to purchase! And

" even the saints before the flood were affected and elated in the

" eéxpectation of this glorious event; though it was then so long

fature, and it was so very faintly and obscurely revealed to
them. .

Now these things are declared to you as actually fulfilled.
The church now has seen accomplished all those great
things which they so joyfully prophesied of; and you are
abundantly shown how those things were accomplished :
Matth. xiii. 17. -« Verily I say unto you that many prophets
and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye
see, and have not seen ; and to hear those things which ye
hear, and have not heard them.” And yet when these things
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are thus abundan‘ly set before you as already accomphshed,
bow do you slight them ! How light do you make of them !
How little are they takén notice of by yéu ! How unconcern-
ed are you about them, following othér things, and not so
much as feeling any intérest in them ! Indeed your sin is ex-’
tremely aggravated in the sight of God. God has put you
under great advantagés for your eternal salvation, far greater
than those saints of old enjoyed. He has put you undera
ore glorious dispensation ; has gwcn you a more clear rev-
¢élation of Christ and his salvation ; and yet you neglect all
these advantages, and go ott in a careless course of lifey,
as though nothing had been done, no such propésals and of-
fers had been made you.

2. Have the angels been so engaged shéut this salvation
which is by Christ ever since the fall of man, though they aré
not immediately concerned in it, and will you, who need ity
and have it offered to you, be so careless about it 2 You have
heard how the angels at first were subjécted to Christ as me=
diator, and how they havé all along been ministering spirits to
him in this affair. In all the gréat dispensdtions which you
have heard of from the beginnmg of the world, they have been
actn ¢, and as a flame of fire in this affair, bemg most diligent~
Iy employed as mmlstermg spirits to minister to Christ in
this great affair of man’s redemption, And when Christ
¢ame, how engaged were their minds ! They came to Zach-
arias, to inform him of the coming of Christ's forerunner.
They came to the Virgin Mary, to inform her of the ap~
proaching birth of Christ : They came to Joséph to warn him
of the danger which threatened the hew born Saviour, and to
point out to him the means of safety. And how were their
minds engaged at the time of the birth of Christ ? Fhe whole
multitude of the heavenly host sang praises upon the occa-
sion, saying, « Glory to God in the highest, and on earth .
peace, and good will towards men.” And afterwards from
time to timc, they ministered to Christ when on earth ; they
did so at the time of his temptation, at the time of his agopy
in the garden, at his resurrection, and at his ascemsion. Al
these things show, that they were greatly engaged in this af«
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faxr ; and the scnpture informs us, that they pry mto these
things: 1 Pet.i. 12. % Which things the Angels desire to
fook into.” And how are they represented in the Revelation
as béing employed in heaven in singing praises to him that
sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb. . Now shall these take
£0 much notice of this redemptxon, and of the purchaser, who
need it not for therselves, and ha:ve,no immediate concern
or interest in it, or offer of it ; and will you to whom it is of-
fered, and who are in such extreme nécessity of it, neglect and
take no notice of i 1t ? ‘

3. Was it worth the while for Chrxst to labor so hard, and
do and suffer so much to procure this salvauon, and is it not
worth the while for you fo be at some labor in seeking it ¥
Was it a thing of so great importarice, that salvation should"
be procured for sinners, as that it was worthy to lie with such
welght on the mind of Chrlst, asfo induce him to become
man, and to suffer such comempt, and labor, and even death
itself, in order to procureé it, though he stood in need of nothe
ing, though he was like to gain no, addition to his eternal
happiness, though he could get nothing by thosé that he sav-
ed; though he did not need them ; was it 6f such importance
that sinners should be saved, that he might properly be induc-
¢éd to' submit to such humiliation and suffering ; and yet is it
not worth thé while for you who are one of those miserable
sinners that neéd this salvation, and maust perish eternally
without it, to take earnest pains to obtain an interest in it after
ftis procuréd, and all thmgs are ready ?

4. Shall the great God be so concérned about this salvmon,
as so often to overturn the world to make way for it ; and
when all is done, is it not worth your seeking after ? How has'
the Lord of heaven and éarth been as it were engaged about
this affair ! What great, what wonderfil things has he done
from one age to another, removing kings and setting up kings,
raising up a great number of prophets, separating a distinct
nation from the rest of the world; overturning one nation and
kingdom, and an¢ther, and often overturning the state of the
world ; and so has continued bringing abot one change and:
revolution after another for forty centuries in succession, t¢

2E
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make way for the procuring of this salvation! And when he
has done all ; and when, at the close of these ages, the great
Saviour comes, and becoming incarnate, and passing throughr
a long series of reproach and suffering, and then suffering all
the waves and billows of God’s wrath for men’s sins, insomuch
that they ovetwhelmed his soul : After all these things done
to procure salvation- for sinners, is it not worthy of your taking;
so much notice of, or bemg so much concerned about, though
you are those persons who need this salvation, but that it _
should be thrown by, and made nothmg of in comparison of
worldy gain, or gay clothing, or youthful diversions, and other
such trifling things 2

O'! that you who live neghgent of tlus salvation; would
consider what you do ! What you have heard from this sub~
ject, may show you what reason there is in that exclamatiorr
of the Apostle, Heb. ii. 3. « How shall we escape, if we ne-
glect so great salvation 2 And in that, Acts xiii. 41. « Behold
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish ; for I work a work i
your days, a work which you shall in no wise believe, though
a man-declare it unto you.” God looks on such as you as
great enemies of the cross of Christ, and adversaries-and des-
pisers of all the glory of this great work. And if God has made’
such account of the glory of Salvation as to destroy many na-
tions, and so often overturn all nations, to prepare the way for
the glory « of his Son in this affair ; how little account will he
make of the lives and souls of ten thousand such opposers and
despisers as you that continue impenitent, in comparison of
that glory when he shall hereafter come and find that your
welfare stands in the way of that glory ? Why surely you shall
be dashed to pieces as a potter’s vessel, and trodden down as
the mire of the streets. God may, through wonderful pa-
tience bear with hardened, careless sinners fora while ; but
he will not long bear with such despisers of his dear Son, and
his great salvation, the glory of which he has had so much at
heart, before he will utterly consume witheut Temedy or mer-
ey.
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'SECTION II.

Y WILL conclude with a second . use, of encouragement
o burdened souls to put their trust in Chris for salvation. To
all such as are not careless and negligent, but do make seek-
ing an interest in Christ their main business, bging sensible in
some measure of their necessity of an interest in Christ ; be-
ing afraid of the wrath to come ; to such, what has been said
on this subject holds forth great matter of encouragement, to
come and venture their souls on the Lord Jesus Christ : And
as motives proper to excite you so to do, let me lead you to
‘consider two things in particular.

1. The completeness of the purchase which has been made.
As you have heard, this work of purchasing salvation was
wholly finished during the time of Christ’s humiliation.
When Christ rose from the dead, and was exalted fram that
abasement to which he submitted for our salvation, the pur-
chase of eternal life was completely made, so that there wag
10 need of any thing more to be done in order to it. But now
the servants were sent forth with the message which we have
account of in Matt xxii. 4.4 Behold, I have prepared my din-
ner : My oxen and my fa.tlmgs are killed, and all things are
ready Come unto the marriage.” Therefore all things be-
ing ready, ‘are your sins many and great } Here is enough

‘done by Christ to procure their pardon. There is ‘no need of
any nghteousness of yours to obtain your pardon and justifica-
tion : No, you may come freely, without money and without
pnce "Since therefore there is such a free and gracious in-
vitation gwen you, come ; come nakedas you are ; come as
a poor condemned cnmmal i come and cgst yourself down at
Christ’s feet, as one justly condemned, and utterly helpless in
yourself. Here isa complete salvation wrought out by Christ,
and through him offered to yon. Come, therefore, accept of
it and be saved.

2. For Christ to reject one that thus comes to him, would
be to frustrate all those great things which you have heard that
God brought to pass from the fall of man to the incarnation of
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Christ. ft would also frustrate all that Christ did and suffered
while on earth ; “yea, it would frustrate the incarnation of
(Christ itself, and all the great things done in preparation for
‘his i incarnation ; for all these things were for that end, that
those might be saved who should come te Christ. Therefore,
you may be sure Christ will not be backward in saving those
who come to him, and trust in him ; for he has no desire to
frustrate himself in his own work ; it cost im too dear for
that. Nenher will God the Father mfuse you ; forhe has no
desire to frustrate himself in all that he did for so many "hun-
dreds and thousands of years, to prepare the way for the sal-
vation of sinners by Christ. Come, therefore, hearken to the
sweet and earnest calls of Christ to your soul. Do as he in-
vites, and as he commands you, Matth. xi. 28, 29, 30.¢ Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ;
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  Formy yoke is casy
#and my burden is hght ? ' '
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'PERIOD IIL

IN’ discoursing on this subject, we have already
shown how the work of redemption was carried on through
the two first of the three periods into which we divided the
whole space of time from the fall to the end of the world ; and
we are now come to
" ".The third and last period, beginning with Christ’s resurrec.
tion, and reaching to the end of the world ; and would now
show how this work was also carried on through this period
from this '

Prorosition, That the space of time from t_he
end of Christ’s humiliation to the end of the world,
gs all taken up in bringing about the great effect or

‘ guwess of Christ’s purchase.

. Notbut that there were great effects and glorious success of
Christ’s purchase of redemption before, even from the begin-
aing of the generations of men. But all that success of
Christ’s redemption which was before, was only preparatory,
and was by way of anticipation, as some few fruits are gather-
ed before the harvest. There was no more success before '
Christ came than God saw needful to prepare the way for his
coming.  The proper time of the success or effect of Christ’s
purchase of redemption is after the purchase has been made,
as the proper time for the world to enjoy the light of the sun
is the day time, after the sun is risen, though we may have
some small matter of it reflected from the moon and planets
before. And even the success of Christ’s redemption while
he himself was on earth, was very small in comparison of
what it was after the conclusien of his humiliation. .

But Christ, having finished that greatest and most difficult
of all works, the work of the purchase of redemption, now js
come the time for obtaining the end of it, the glorious effect
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of it. Thisis the next work he goes about. Having gone
through the whole course of his sufferings and humiliation,
there is an end to all things of that nature : He is never to
. suffer any more. But now is the time for him to obtain the
]oy that was set before him. Having made his'soul an offer-
ing for sin, now is the time for him to see his seed, and to
have a portion divided to lnm w1th the great, and to dxv1dq thg.
spoil with the strong.

One design of Christ in what he did in hls humiliation, was
to lay a foundation for the overthrow of Satan’s kmgdom 5
and now is come the time to effect 1t, as Chnst, alittle before
his crucifixion, said, John xii. 31, « Now is the Judgment
of this world ; now shall the prmcc of ‘this world be cast
out.” Another design was, to gather together in one all
things in Christ. Now is come the time for thjs algq John
xii. 32. « And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto
me ;” which is agreeable to Jacob™ prophecy of Chust, ‘that
when « Shiloh should come, to him should the gathenhg of
the people be,” Gen. xlix.. 10. Anether design is the salvd-
tion of the elect. Now when his sufferings are finished, and his
humiliation is perfected, the time is come for that also ;: Heb.
v. 8, 9. « Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by
the things which he suffered : And being made perfect, he be=
came the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him.” Another design was, to accomplish by these things
great glory to the persons of the Trinity. Now also is come
the time for that : John xvii. 1. « Father, the hour is come 3
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.” Anoth-
erdesign was the glory of the saints. Now is the time also
for this : John xvii. 2. ¢ Asthou hast given him power over
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him.” And all the dispensations of God’s provi-
dence henceforward, even to the final consummation of all
things, are to give Christ his reward, and fulfil his end in what
he did and suffered upon earth, and to fulfil the joy that wag
set before him.
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INTRODUCTION.

BEFORE I enter oh the consideration of any particulaf
things accomplishéd in this period, ¥ would briefly observe
Some things in general concerning it ; and particularly how
the times of this peripd are represented in scripture. .

1. Thé timés of this period, for the mdst part, are those
which in the Old Testament are called the latter days. We
often, in the prophets of the Old Téstament, read of such and
Such things that should come to passin the latter days, and
sometimes in the last days. Now these expressions of theé
prophets are most commonly to be understood of the times of
the period that we arée now upon. They aré ¢alled ke latter
tays, and ‘he ldst diys ; because this is the last period of the
series of God’s providences on éarth, the last period of that
&reat work of provndence, the work of redemption ; which is
as it were the sum of God’s works of providence, the time
twherein the thurch is undér the last dispensation of the cove-
nant of grace that everit will bé under on éarth.

II. The whole time of this périod is sbmetimes in scrips
ture called ke end of the world, 4s, 1 Cor. x. 11. « Now all
these things happéned unto théem for ensamples : And they
are written for our admonifion, upon whom the ends of the .
world are comé.”  And the Apostle, Heb. ix. 26, in this ex-

_ pression of the end of the worid, means the whole of the goss
pel day, from the birth 6f Christ to the finishing of the day of
Judgment : « But now once, in the end of the world, hath he
appeared, to put away sin by the sacrificé of himself.” This

- space of time may well be «called the end of the world ; for this

whole time is taken up in bringing things to their great end
and issue, that great issue that God had been preparing the
way for, in all the great dispensations of providence, from the
first fall of man to this time. Before, things were in a kind of
preparatory state ; but now they are in a finishing state. It
is the winding up of things-which is all this while accomplish«
ing. An end is how brought to the former carnal state of
things, which by degrees vanishes, and a spiritual state begirss
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fo be established, and to be éstablished more and more. Firsty
an end is brought to the former state of the church, which
may be called its worldly state, the state wherein it was sub-"
ject to carnal ordinances, and the rudunents of the world :
And then an end is brought to the Jewish state, in the deStruc-
tion of their city and country : And then, after that, an end is
bnought to the old Heathén empire in Constantine’s time 3
which is another and furthér degrée of the winding up and
finishing of the world : And the next step is the finishing of
Satan’s visible kingdom in the world, upon the fall of Anti-’
. christ, and the calling of the Jews : And last will come the
destruction of the outward frame of thé world itself, at the
¢onclusion of the day of judgment. But the world is all this
while as it wére a finishing, though it comes to an énd by sev<
eral steps and degrees. Heaven and earth began to shake,
in order to a dissolution, according to the prophecy of Haggai,
before Christ came, that s6 only those things that cannot be
shaken may remain, i. e. that those things that are to come to-
an end may come to an end, and that only those things may
temain -which are ta remain to all eternity.

So, in the first place, the carnal ordinances of the Jewish
worship came to an end, to make way for the establishment
of that spiritual worship, the worship of the heart, which is to:
éndure to all eternity : John iv. 21. « Jesus saith unto the
woman, Believe me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither
in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.”’
Ver. 23. « But the hour comeéth, and now is, when the true’
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and.in truth:
For the Father seeketh such to worship him.”™ This is one
instance of the temporary world’s coming to an end, and the’
eternal world’s beginning. And then after that, the outward
temple and the outward city Jerusalem, came to an end, to
give place to the setting up of the spiritual temple and the'
spiritual city, which are to last to eternity ; which is another
instance of removing those things which are ready to vanish
away, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.
And then, after that, the old Heathen empire comes to an end,
to make way for the empire of Christ, which shall last to all
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eternity ; which is another step of bringing the temporal world
to an end, and of the beginning of the world to come, which
is an eternal world.  And after that, upon the fall of Anti.
christ, an end is put to Satan’s visible kingdom on earth, to
establish Christ’s kingdom, which is an eternal kingdom ; as
‘the prophet Daniel says, chap. vii. 27. ¢« And the kingdom
- and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
- whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
all dominions shall serve and obey him ; which is another in-
stance of the ending of the temporary world, and the begin-
'mng of the eternal one. And then, lastly, the very frame of
“this corruptible world shall come to an end, to make way for
the church to dwell in another dwelling place, which shall last
to eternity ; which is the last instance of the same thing.
- Because the world is thus coming to an end by various steps,
and degrees, the Apostle perhaps uses this exptression,” that
the ends of the world are come on us ; not the end, but the
" ends, of the plural number, as though the world has several
endings one after another. .
. The gospel dispensation is the last state of thingsin the -
world ; and this state is a finishing state : Itis all spent in fin-
_ishing things off which before had been preparing, or abolish-
ing things which before had stoad. "It is all spent as it were
in summing things up, and bringing them to their issues, and
" their proper fulfilment. Now all the old types are fulfilled,
and all the prophecies of all the prophets from the, beginning
_of the world shall be accomplished in this period.

III. That state of things which is attained in the events of
this period is called a new heaven and @ new earth : Isa. 1xv.
17, 18. « For behold, I create new heavens, and a new earth =
And the former ghall not be remembered, hor come into
_mind. But be you glad apd rejoice for éver in‘that which I
"create : For behold, I create Jerusglem a rejolcmg, and her
People ajoy.”. And ch. lxvi. 22. « For as the new heavens
and the new earth wh;ch I make, shall remain Before me ; sc
shall_ your seed and your name remain. 5" See also ch. li. 16
As the fermer state of things, or the old world; by one stej

2 F
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«after .another, is through this period comingtoanend ; so
the new state of things, or the new world, which isa spiritual
_world, is beginning and setting up.

The heaven and earth which are corruptible, are shaking;
that the new heavens and new earth, which cannot be shaken,
may be established and remain.

In consequence of each of these ﬁmshmgs of the old st.ate
of things, there is a new begmmng of a new and eternal state
of things. So was that which accompanied the destruction of

" Yerusalem, which was ari estabhshmg of the spiritual Jerue
salem, instead of the literal. So with respect to the des-
t,rucuon of the old Heathen eritpire, and all the other endings
of the old state of things, till at length the very outward farm
_of the old world itself shall come to an end ; and the church
“shall dwell in a world new to lt, orto a great part of it, even
heavéen, which will be a new 'habltation and then shall the
.utmost be accomplished that is meant by the new heavens
and the new earth.  See Rey. xxi. 1.

The end of God’s creatmg the world was to prepare a king»
‘dom for his Son, (for he is appointed heir of the torld) and
that he might have the possession of it, and a kingdom in it,
which should remain to all etermty So thaty o far forth as
the kingdom of Christ is set up in the world, so faris the
tvorld brought to its eénd, and the eternal state of thmgs set
-up. So far are all the great changes and revolutions of the
ages of the world brought to their everlasting issue, and all
things come to their ultimate period. So far are the waters
“of the long channel of divine prov1dence, which has so many
-branches, and so many windings and turnings, emptied out
mto their proper ocean; which they have been seeking from
the begmmng and head of their course,and so are come to
theu‘ rest. Sofar as Christ’s kingdom is established in the

~world, s0 far are things wound up and settled in their everlast-
Ing state, and a period put to the course pf things in this
changeable world ; so far age the first heavens and the first
earth come to an end, and the new beavens and the new earth,

_the everlasting heavens and earth, established in theu' roQm.
_This leads me to ,observ e

o
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IV. TFhat the state of things which is attained by the events
o!‘ this period, is what is so often called zke kingdom of heaven,
or the kingdom of God. We very often read in the New Tes-
tiément of the kmgdom of heaven. John the Baptist preach--
«d, that the kingdom of heaven was at hand; and so did
Christ, and his disciples after him ; referm:g to something’
that the Jewsin those days expected, and very much talked of,
which they called by that name. They scem to have taken
their expectation and the name chiefly from that prophecy of
Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Dan. ii, 44. & And in the
days of these kings ghall the God of heaven set upa kmg-
dom ;” together with that in chap. vii. 13, 14.

" Now this kingdom of heaven is that evangelical statq qf
tlungs in his church, and in the world, wherein consists the,
success of Christ’s redemption in this period. There had
been often great kingdoms set up before, which were earthly
kingdoms; as the Babylonish, the Persian, the Grecian, and
the Rorman monarchies. But Christ came to set up the last
kingdom, which is not an earthly kingdom, but an heavenly,

and so is the kingdom of heayen : John xviil. 36. « My king-

dom is ret of this world”? ‘This is: the kirigdom of which
Chnst speaks, Luke xxi. 29. ¢ My Father hath appointed to
me a kingdom - Thxs kmgdom began soon after Christ’s
resurrecuon, and was accomphshed in various steps from thag;
time to the end of the world. Sometimes by the kingdom of
Reaven, is ‘meant that spirimal state of the church which be-
gan soon after Chnsts resurrection 3 sometimes that more
pcrfect state of the church which’ shall obtam after the down-
fall of Antichrist ; and gometimes that glonous and blessed
state to’ which the church shall be received at the day of
]ngment : 1 Cor. xv. 50, the apostle, speakmg of the resur-
rection, says, “ Thxs 1 say, t,hat ﬂesh and blood cannot inher-
it the kmgdom of God.”,

Under this head.I would observe several things particular-
1y, for the clearer understanding of what the scripture says
concem);:g this period.

" 1. THe setting up of the kingdom of Christ is chiefly ac-
complished by four successive great events, each of which is -
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in scripture called Christ’s coming in his kingdon. The whele
success of Christ’s redemption is comprehended in one word,
viz. his setting up his kingdom. This is chiefly done by four
great successive dispensations of providence ; and every, one
of them is represented in scripture as Christ’s coming in his
kingdom. The first is Christ’s appearing in those wonderful
dispensations of providence in the apostles days, in setting up
his kingdom, and destroying the enemies of his kingdom,
which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem. This is called
Christ’s coming in his kingdom, Matth. xvi.'28. « Verily I
say unto you, there be some standing here, which shall not
taste of death till they see the Son of man coming in his king-
dom.” And so it is represented in Matth. xxiv. The sec-
ond is that which was accomplished in Constantine’s time, in
the destruction of the Heathen Roman empire. This is re-
presented as Christ’s toming, and is compared to his coming
to judgment, in the 6th chapter of Revelation at the latter
end. The third is that which is to be accomplished at the
destruction of Antichrist. This also is represented as Christ’s
coming in his kingdom in the 7th chapter of Daniel, and in
other places, as I may ‘possibly show hereafter, when I come
to speak of it. 'The fourth and last is his coming to the last
Judgment, which is- the event principally sxgmﬁed in scrip-
ture by Christ’s coming in his kingdom.

2. 1 would observe, that each of the three former of these
isa hvely image or type of the fourth and last, viz. Christ’s
coming to the final judgment, as the principal dispensations
of providence before Christ’s first coming, were. types of that

- first coming........ As Christ’s last coming to judgment is ac-
companied with a resurrection of the dead, so is each of the
three foregoing with a spiritual resurrection. That coming
of Christ which ended inthe destruction of Jerusalem, was
preceded by a glorious spiritual resurrection of souls in the
calling of the Gentiles, and bringing home such multitudes
of souls to Christ by the preaching of the gospel. So Christ’s
coming in Constantine’s time, was accompanied with a glori-
ous spiritual resurrection of the greater part of the known .
werld, in a restoration of it to a visible church state, from a
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state of Heathenism. So Christ’s coming at the destruction

of Antichrist, will be attended with a spiritual resurrection of

the church after it had been long as it were dead in the times .
of Antichrist. This is called the first resurrection in the 20th

chapter of Revelation.

Again, as Christ in the last judgment will g]onously man-

-ifest himself, coming in the glory of his Father, so in each of.
the three foregoing events, Christ gloriously manifested him-_
self in sending judgments upon his enemies, and in showing’
grace and favor to his church ; and as the last coming of
‘Christ will be attended with a literal gathering together of the’
elect from the four winds of heaven, so were each of the pre-.
ceding attended with a spiritual gathering in of the elect..
As this gathering together of the elect will be effected by’
God’s angels, with a great sound of a trumpet, as in Matth.
xxiv. 31 ; so were each of the preceding spiritual ingather-’
ings effected by the trumpet of the gospel, sounded by the
ministers of Christ. As there shall precede the last appear-
ance of Christ,a time of great degeneracy and wickedness,
so this has been, or will be, the case with each of the other
appearances. Before each of them is atime of great oppo-
sition to the church : Before the first, by the Jews, in their
persecutions that we read of in the New Testament ; before )
the second, viz. in Constantine’s time, by the Heathen, in sev-
eral 'successive persecutions raised by the Roman emperors'
against-the C}mstlans ; before the third, by Antichrist ; and
before the last, by Gog and Magog, as descrxbed in the Reve-
lation.

By each of these comings of Christ, God works a glorious
deliverance for his church. Each of them is accompanied
with a glorious advancement of the state of the church: The
first, which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem, was attend-
ed with bringing the church into the glorious state of the
gospel, a glorious state of the church very much prophesied

. of old, whereby the church was advanced into far more glori-
ous circumstances than it was in before under the Jewish dis-
pensation. The second, which was in Constantine’s time, _
was accompanied with an advancement of the church into a
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state of liberty from persecution, and the countenance of civik
authority, and mumph over their Heathen persécutors. " The
third, which shall be at the downfall of Anuchrlst, will be ac-
companied with an advancemcnt of the church into that stato'
of the glorious prevalence of truth, liberty, peace, and joyy
that we so often read of in the prophetical parts of scripture.’
The last will be attended with the advancement of the’chm‘ch
to consummate glory in both soul and body in heaven.

Each of these comings of Christ is accompamed with a ter-
rible destruction of the wicked, and the enemies of the
church : The first, with the destruction of ‘the persecuting
Jews, which was amazingly terrible ; the second, with dread-
ful judgments on the Heathen persecutors of the church; of
which more hereafter ; the third, with the awful destruction of
Antichrist, the most cruel and bitter énémy that ever the

church had ; the fourth, with divine wrath and vengeancc on

all the ungodly. .
Further, there is in each of these ¢omings of Christ an end-
ing of the old heavens and the old éarth, and a begmmng of
new heavens and a new earth ; or an end of a temporal stat€
of things, and a beginning of an etetnal state.
3. 1 would observe, that each of those four great dispensa-
tions which are represented a$ Christ’s coming in his’ king-

dom, are but so many steps and degrees of the accomplishment

of one event. They are not the setting up of so many distinet
kingdoms of Christ ; they are all of them only several degrees
of the accomplishment of that one event prophgsied of, Dan.vii.

13, 14. « And I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like
the Son of man, came with the clouds of heaven, and came to

the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-

dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him : His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed * This is what the
Jews expected, and called ¢ The coming of the kingdom of
heaven ;” and what John the Baptist and Christ had respect
to, when they said, « The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
"This great cvent is gradually accorhplished, or is accomplish-
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‘ed by several steps. Those four great events which have
been mentioned, were several steps towards ‘the accomplish-
ment of this grand event.

When Christ came w1th
set yp his kmgdom in the
‘with the destruction of Jeru
a glonous degree ; when t]
mConstaxmne s tlme, 1t w
when Antlchnst shall be df
ayet hlgher degree : But
then will itbe accomphshe;
then it w1ll be finally ahd cc
cause these four great ever
and the three former but ty
all only several steps of 1
thipg ; hepce we find them
of under one, as they are in arai 1Tl AU @D
they are in the 24th chapter of Matthew, where some things
seem more applicablé to gne.of them, and others to another.

4. 1 wonld gbserve, that, as there are several steps of the
accomplishment ef the kmgdom of Christ, so in éach one of
them the eyent is at:comphshed in a further degree than in
the foregomg That in the ume of Constantine was a greater
and further accomphshment of the kingdom of Christ, than
that which ended in the destruction of J erusalem ; that whx;h
shall be at the fall of Antlclmst, will be a further accomphsh-
ment of the same thmg, than that which took place in the time
of Constaritine ; and so on with regard to each: So that the
“kingdom of Christ is gradually prevailing and growing by
these several great steps of its fulfilment, from the time of
Christ’s resurrection, to the end of the world. o

5. And lastly, it may be observed, that the great providen-
ces of God'between these four great events, are to maké way
for the kingdom and glory of Chuist in the great event follow-
ing. Those dispensations of providence which were towards
the church of God and the world, before the destruction of the
heathen empire in the time of Constantine, seem all to have
been to make way for the glory of Christ, and the happiness



240 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Periop IIL

of the church in that event. And so the great providences of
God which are after that, till the destruction of Antichrist,
and the beginning of the glorious times of the church which
follow, seem all to be to prepare the way for the greater glory
of Christ and his church in that event ; and the providences
of God which shall be after that to the end of the world,
seem to be for the greater manifestation of Christ’s glory at
the end of the world, and in the consummation of all things.

Thus I thought it needful to observe those things in general
concerning this last period of the series of God’s providence,
before I take notice of the particular providences by which
the work of redemption is carried on through this period, in
their order : And before I do that, I will also briefly answer
to an INquiRy, viz. Why the setting up of Christ’s kingdom
after his humiliation, should be so gradual, by so many steps
that are so long in accomplishing, since God could easily have
finished it at once ? ) _

Though it would be presumption in us to pretend to declare
all the ends of God in this, yet doubtless much of the wisdom
of God may be seen in it by us ; and particularly in these two
things. .

1. In this way the glory of God’s wisdom, in the manner of
doing this, is more visible to the observation of creatures. If
it had been done at once, in an instant, or in a very short time,
there would not have been such opportunities for creatures to
perceive and observe the particular steps of divine wisdom, as
when the work is gradually accomplished, and oné effect of his
wisdom is held forth to observation after another. It is wise-

1y determined of God,to accomplish his great design by a won-'

derful and long series of events, that the glory of his wisdom
may be displayed in the whole series, and that the glory of his
perfections may be seen, appearing, as it were,by parts, and in
particular successive manifestations : For if all that glory
which appears in all these events had been manifested at once,
it would have been too much for us and more than we at
~once cnuld take notice of ; it would have dazzled our eyes,
and overpowered our sight. '
. .
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.2. Satan is Jnore gloriously triumphed over........ God could
easﬂy, by an, act of almighty power, at once have crushed Sa«
tan. . But by ngmg him time to use his utmeost subtilty to hin-
der the suceess of what Chnst had done.and suffered, he is
not defeated merely by surprise, but has lat'ge opportunity to
Ply his utmost power, and subtilty again and again, to strength<
en his own interest all that he can by the work of many, ages.
Thus God destroys and confeunds him, and sets up Ghaist’s
kmgdom time after time, in _spite of all his subtle maghina+ -
tions and great works, and by every step .advances. 1t still
higher, and higher, till at length it is fully set up, and, Satan
perfectly and eternally vanqmshed in the end of all things.

I NOW proceed to take notlce of the pa'rumlpr eventss
whereby, from the end of Christ’s humiliation to the end of
the world, the success of Christ’s pnrchase has been or shall
be accomphshed -

1. T would take notice of those thmgs whereby Chmst ‘was,
put into.an lmmedlate capacxty for accomphshmg the.end of
his purchase

2. T'would show how he obtamed or accomphshed that suc--
éess

gl Ay

PART I'

1 WOULD take notice, first, of thoSe thmgs by whick!
Christ was put .into a capacity for accomplishing the ernd of’
his purchase. * And they are two things, viz. his resurrection,
and his ascension. As we qbserved before, the incarnatiori of
Christ was necessary in order to Christ’s being in a near ca-
‘pacity for the purchase of redemption ; so the fesurrection
and ascension of Christ were requisiteé, in order to his accom-
plishing the success of his purchase. “

1. His resurrection. 7= It was necessaty,-in order to Christ’s’
. obtaining the end and effect of his purchase of redemption,
that he should rise from the dead. For God the Father had

2G '
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cemmiitted the whole affajr of redemption, not only the pur-
chasing of it but the bestowing’ of the blessings purchased, to
lis Son, that he should not only purchase it as prisst, but ac-
tually bring it about as king ; and that he should do this as
Godman. For God the Father would have nothing to de with.
fallen man in a way of mercy, but by a mediatar. Butin or-
der that Christ might carry on the work of redemption, and .
accemplish the success of his own purchase as Godman, it was
necessary that he should be alive, and se that he should rise
from the dead. Therefore' Christ, after he had finished this
purchase by death, and by continuing for a time under the
power of death; rises from the dead, to fulfil the end of his
purchase, and himself to bring about that for which he died =
For this matter God the Father had committed unto him, that
he might, as Lord of all, manage all to his own purposes :
Rom. xiv. 9. « Fer to this end Christ both died and rose, and:
revived, that he might be Lord both ef the dead and the live .
ing.”

Indeed Christ’s resurrection and sa his ascension, was part
of the suceess of what Christ did and suffered in his humilia-
tion. For though Christ did not properly purchase redemp-
tion for himself, yet he purchased eternal life and glory
for himself, by what h¢ did and suffered ; and this eternal life
and glory was given him a8 a reward of what he did and suffer-
ed = Phil. #i. 8, 9. « He humbled himself and became obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God:
also hath highly exalted him.” And it may be looked upon as-
part of the success of Christ's purchape, if it be considered,.
that Christ did not rise as a-private peraon, but ag the head of
the elect church ; so that they did, as it wers, all rise with him.
Christ was justified in his resurrection, i. e. God acquitted and'
discharged him hereby, as hgving done and suffered enough
for the sins of all the elect : Rom. iv. 35. « Who was deliver-
ed for our offences, and raised again for our justification.”
And God put him in possession of eternal life, as the head of
the church, as a sure eynest that they.should follow. For
when Christ rose from  the déad, that was the beginning of
eternai life inhim. Has life before his death was a mortal
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' {ife, a temporal life ; ‘hut his Life after his resutrection was an
eternal life : Rom. vi. 9. « Kno¢wing that Christ being raised
from the dead, dieth no more : Death hath no more dominion
over him” Rev.i.18.«1am he thatliveth and was dead ;
and behold I am alive forevermore, Amen.”.......But he was
put in possession of this eternal life, as the head of the body ;
and took possessian of it, not only to enjoy himself, but to be-
stow on all who believe in him : So that the whole church, a8
it were, rises in him. And now he who lately suffered so
much, after this is to suffer ne more for ever, but fo enter into
eterpal glory. God the Father neither ¢xpects nor desirep
any miore suffering.

This resurrection of Christ is the moat joyful event that
ever came tu pass ; because hereby Christ rested from the
great and difficult work of purchasing redemption,and received
God’s testimony, that it was finished. The death of Christ
was the greatest and most wonderful event that ever came to
pass ; but that has a great deal in it thatis sorrowful. But
by the resurrection of Christ, that sorrow is turned into joy.
‘The head of the whole church, in that great event enters on
the possession of eternal life ; and the whole church is, asit
were; ¢ begotten again to x lively hope;” 1 Pet.i.3. Weep-
jng had continued for a might, but now joycometh in the
morning, the most joyful morning that ever was. This is the
day of the reigning of the head of the church, and all the
church reigns with him. This is spoken of as 3 day which
was worthy to be commemeorated with the greatest joy of
all days : Psal. cxviii. 24. « This is the day which the Lord
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” And therefore
this above all other days, is appointed for the day of the
church’s spiritual rejoicing to the end of the world, to be week-
1y sanctified, as their day of holy rest and joy, that the church
therein may rest and rejoice with her head. Andas the 8d chap-
ter of Genesis is the most sorrowful chapter in the Bible ; so
those chapters in the evangelists, that give an account of the
resurrection of Christ, may be looked upon as the most joyful
chapters in all the Bible ;: For those chapters give an account
of the finishing of the purchase of redemption, and the begin-
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ning of the glory of the head of the church, as.the greatest
seal and earnest of the eternal glory of all the rest.

- It is further to be observed, that the day of the gospel most
properly begins with the resurrection of Christ. Till Christ
rose from the dead, the Old Testament dispensation remained
But higw it ceases, all being fulfilled that was shadowed forth
in the typical ordinances of that dispensation : So that here
‘most properly is the end of the Old Testament night, and
{Christ rising from the grave with ]oy and glory, was as the
joyful bridegroom of the church, as a glorious'conqueror, to
subdue their enémies under their feet ; or was' like the sun,
rising, as it were from under the earth, after a lohg night of
- “darkness, and coming forth as a bridegroom, prepared as a
- etrong man to run his race, appearing in joyful light to enlight-
‘en the world. Now that joyful and excellent dispensation be-
gins, that glorious dispensation, of which the prophets ‘pro-
phesied so much ; now the gospel sun is risen in glory, « and
with healing in his wings,” that those who fear God’s name,
may ¢ go forth and grow up as calves of the stall.”

I1. Christ’s ascension into heaven. In this I would include
his sitting at the right hand of God. For Christ’s ascension,
and sitting’ at the right hand of God, can scarcely be looked
upon as two distinct things : For Christ’s ascension was noth-
ing else, but ascending to God’s right hand ; it was his com-
ing to sit down at his Father's right hand in glory. This was
another thing whetreby Christ was putintoa capacity for the
accomplishing the effect of his purchase ; as one that comes
to be a deliverer of a people as their king, in order to it, and
that he ‘may be uhder the best capacity for it, is first installed
in his throne. "We'are told that Christ was exalted for this
end, that he right accomplish thie success of his redemption :
Acts v. 31. « Him hath God exalted with his right hand, for
to give repentance unto Israél, anid the remission of sins.”

Christ’s ascénsion into heaven was, as it were, his solemn
enthronization, whereby the Father did set him upon the
throne, and ihvest him with the glory of his kingdom which
e had purchased for himself, that he might thereby obtain
the success of his redemption in conquering all his enemies';-
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Psal. cx. 1.« Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool.” Christ entered into heaven, in order
'to obtain the success of his purchase, as the high priest of old,
after he had offered sacrifice, entered into the holy of holies
with the blood of the sacrifice, in order to obtain the success of
the sacrifice which he had offered. See Heb. ix. 12. He
entered into heaven, there to make intercession for his peo-
ple, to plead the sacrifice which he had made in order to the
'sucess of it, Heb. vii. 25.

And as he ascended into heaven, God the Father did in a
visible manner set him on the throne as king of the universe.
He then put the angels all under him, and subjected heaven
‘and -earth under him, that he might govern them for the good
of the people for whom he had died, Eph. i. 20, 21, 22.

And as Christ rose from the dead, so he ascended info
heaven as the head of the body and forerunner of all the
church ; and so they, as it were ascend with him, as well as

i

. . rise with him : So that we are both raised up together, and

made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ, Eph. ii. 6.

The day of Christ’s ascension into heaven was doubtless a
joyful, glorious day in heaven. And as heaven received
‘Christ, God man, as its king, so doubtless it received a great
accession of glory and happiness, far beyond what it had be-
fore. So that the times in both parts of the church, both that
‘part which is in heaven, and also that which is on earth, are
become more glorious since Christ’s humiliation than before.

So much for those things whereby Christ was put into the
best capacity for obtaining the success of redemption.

PART IIL

I NOW proceed to show how he accomplished this suc-
cess. And here I would observe, that this success consists in
‘two things, viz. either in Grace, or in Glory. . That success

“which consists in the former, is to be seen in those works of
God which are wrought during those ages of the church
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wherein the church is continued under the outward means of
Grace. That success which consists in the latter of these,
viz. Glory, has its chief accomplishment at the day of jndg-
ment. '

.

SECTION I

I WOULD first consider the former kind of success,
consisting in God’s grace here ; which mainly appears in the
works of God during the time that the Christian church con-
tinues under the means of grace ; which is from Christ’s res-
urrection to his appearing in the clouds of heaven to judg-
ment ; which includes the three former of those great events
of providence before mentioned, which are called Christ’s cone~
ing in his kingdom. In speaking of this suceess, I would,

1. Mention these things by which the means of this success
were established after Christ’s resurrection ; and,
2. Consider the success itself. '

§ I. I would consider those dispensations of providence,
by which the means of this success were established after
Christ’s resurrection.

1. The abolishing of the Jewish dispensation. This indeed
was gradually done, but it began from the time of Christ’s
Fesurrection, in which the abolition of itis founded. This
was the first thing done towards bringing the former state of
the world to an end.  This is to be looked upon as the great
means of the success of Christ’s redemption. For the Jew-
ish dispensation was not fitted for more than ene nation : It
was not fitted for the practice of the world in general, or for a
church of God dwelling in all parts of the world : Nor would
it have been in any wise practicable by them : It would have
been impossible for men, living in all parts of the world
to go to Jerusalem three times a year, as was prescribed in
that constitution. When therefore God had a design of en-
larging his church, as he did after Christ’s resurrection, it was
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necessary that this dispensation should be abolished. “If it
had been continued, it would have been a great block and hin-
derance to the enlargement of the church. And besides, their .
ceremonial law, by reason of its burdensomenesg, and great
‘peculiarity of some of its rites, was, as it were, a wall of par-
tition, and was the ground of enmity between the Jews and
Gentiles, and would have kept the Gentiles from complying
with the true religion. This wall therefore was broken down
to make way for the more extensive success of the gospel ;
as Eph. {i. 14, 15. o

II. The next thing in order of time seems to be the ap-
pointment of the Christian sabbath. For though this was
gradually established in the Christian church, yet those things
by which the revelation of God’s mind and will was made,
began on the day of Christ’s resurrection, by his appearing
then to his disciples, John xx. 19 ; and was afterwards con-
" firmed by his appearing from time to time on that day rather
than any other, John xx. 26, and by his sending down the
Holy Spirit so remarkably on that day, Acts . | sand after~
wards in directipg that public assemblies and the public wor-
ship of Christians should be on that day, .which may be con-
cluded from Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 1,2, and Rev. i. 10. And
so the day of the week on which Christ rose from the dead,
that joyful day, is appointed to.be the day of the church’s ho-
ly rejoicing to the end of the world, and the day of their stat-
ed public worship. And this isa very great and principal
means of the success which the gospel has had in the world.

III. The next thing was Christ’s appointment of the gospel
ministry, and commissionating and sending forth his apostles
to teach and baptize all nations.  Of these things we have an
account in Matth, xxviii, 19, 30. « Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you: And lo,
Tam with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”....
There were three. things done by this one instruction and
commission of Christ to his apostles, viz.
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, 1. The appomtment of the office. of the gospel ministry.
For this commission which Christ gives to his apostles, in the
most essential parts of it, belongs to all ministers; and the
apostles, by virtue of i 1t, were ministers or elders of the church.

2. Here is somethmg pecuhar inthis commission of the apos-
tles, viz. to go forth from one nation to another, preaching the
gospel in all the world. The apostlcs had something above
what belonged to their ordmary character as ministers ; they
had an extraordinary power of teaching and ruling, which ex-
tended to all the churches; and not only all the churches
which then were, but all that should be to the end of the
world by their ministry. And so the aposties were, as it
were, in subordination to Christ, made foundatwns of the
Christian church. See Eph ii. 20, and Rev. xxi. 14.

3. Here is an appointment of Christian bapusm This or-
dinance indeed had a beginning before ; John the Baptist and
Christ both baptized. But now especnally by this institution
is it established as an ordinance to be upheld in the Christian
church to the end of the world. The ordmance of the Lord’
supper had been established before, just before Christ’s cruci<

,ﬁxxon i

IV. The next thing to be observed, is the endumg the apos<
tles, and others, with extraordinary and miraculous gifts of the
Holy Ghost ; such as the gift of tongues, the gift of heahng,
of prophecy, &c. The Spirit of God was poured out in great
abundance in this respect ; so that not only ministers, but a
very great part of the Christians through the world were en-
dued with them, both old and young ; not only officers, and
more honorable persens, but the meaner sort of people, ser-
vants and handmaids, were commonly endued with. them,
agreeable to Joel’s prophecy, Joel ii. 28, 29, of which propbe-
cy the Apostle Peter takes notice, that it is accomphshed in
this dispensation, Acts ii. 16.

How wonderful a dispensation was this ! Under the Old
Testament, but few had such honors put upon them by God.
Moses wished that all the Lord’s people were prophets,
Numb. xi. 29 ; whereas Joshua thought it much that Eldad
and Medad prophesied. But now we find the wish of Moses
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fulfilled. And this continued in a very considerablé degree
to the end of the apostolic age, or the fifst hundred yéars afté¢
the birth of Christ, which is theréfore called the age of mira
acles.

This was a great means of the success of the gospel in that
age, and of éstablishing the Christian church in all parts of
the world ; and not only in that age, but in all ages to the end
of the world : For Christlanity being by this means establish-
ed through so great a part of the known world by miracles, i
was after that moré easily continued by tradition ;' and then,
by means of these extraotdinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, the
apostles, and others, were enabled to write the New Testas
ment, to be an infallible rule of faith and manners to the
church, to the end of the world. And furthermore, these
miracles stand recorded in those writings as a standing proof
and evidence of the trith of the Christian religion to all ages.

V. The next thing I would observe is the revealing those
glorious docttrines of the gospel fiilly and plainly, which had

" under the Old Testament been obscurély revealed. The

doctrine of Christ’s satisfaction and righteousness, his
ascension and glory, and the way of salvation, under the
Old Testament, were in a great measire hid under the

- vail of types and shadows and more obscure revelations, as

Moses put a vall on his face to hide the shining of it ; but
now the vail of the temple is rent from the top to the bottom
and Chtist, the antitype of Moses, shines : The shining of
his face is without a vail; 2 Cor. iii. 12, 13, and 18. Now
these glorioiis mysteries are plainly revealed, which were in
a great measure kept secret from the foundation of the world,
Eph. {ii. 3, 4, 5 ; Rom. xvi. 25. « According to the revelation’

- of the mystery which was kept secret since the world began,

but now is made manifest ;** and Col. i. 26. « Even the mys«
tery which hath-been hid from ages, and generations, but how »
is made manifest to his saints.”

Thus the Sun of righteousness, after it is risen from under
the earth, begins to shine forth clearly, and not only by a dim
reflection as it did before. Christ, ‘before his death, revealed
many things more clearly than ever they had been revealed

2 H
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in the Old Testament ; but the great mysteries of Christ’s

redemption, and reconciliation by his death, and justification

by his righteousness, were not so plainly revealed before

Christ’s resurrection. Christ gave this reason for it, that he

would not put new wine into old bottles ; and it was gradually

done after Christ’s resurrection. In all likelihood, Christ
much more clearly instructed them personally after his resur-
rection, and before his ascension ; as we read that he continu~
ed with them forty days, speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom, Actsi.3 ; and that % he opened their under-
standings, that they might understand the scriptures,” Luke
~ xxiv. 45. But the clear revelation of these things was prin-
cipally after the pouring out of the Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost, agreeable to Christ’s premise, John xvi. 12, 13. « I have
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
. now. Howbeit, when he the Spirit of truth is come, he shall
guide you into all truth.” This clear revelation of the mys-
teries of the gospel, as they are delivered, we have chiefly
through the hands of the Apostle Paul, by whose writings a
child may come to know more of the doctrines of the gospel,
in many respects, than the greatest prophets knew under the
darkness of the Old Testament.

Thus we see how the light of the gospel, which began todawn
immediately after the fall,and gradually grew and increased
through all the ages of the Old Testament, as we observed as
we went alongy is now come to the light of perfect day, and the
brightness of the sun shining forth in his unvailed glory.

VI. The next thing that I would observe, is the appoint-
ment of the office of deacons in the Christian church, which
we have an account of in the 6th chapter of the Acts, to take
care for the outward supply of the members of Christ’s church,
and the exercise of that great Christian virtue of charity.

"VIIL. The calling, and qualifying, and sending the Apostle
Paul. This was begun in his conversion as he was going to
. Dathascus, and was one of the greatest means of the success
of Christ’s redemption that followed : For this success was
more by the labors, preaching, and writings of this Apostle,
than all the other apostles put together. For, as he says,
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1 Cor. xv. 10, he « laboured more abundantly than they all ;”
so his success was more abundant than that of themall. As
he. was the apostle of the Gentiles, so it was mainly by his
ministry that the Gentiles were called, and the gospel spread
through the world ; and our nation, and the other nations of
Europe, have the gospel among them chiefly through his
means ; and he was more emplayed by the Holy Ghost in re-
vealing the glorious doctrines of the gospel by hi, writings,
for the use of the church in all ages, than all the other apos-
tles taken together.

VIII. The next thing I would observe, is the institution of
ecclesiastical councils, for'deciding controversies, and order-
ing the affairs of the church of Christ, of which we have an
account in the 15th chapter of Acts. C

. IX. The last thing I shall mention under this head, is the
committing the New Testament to writing. This was all
written after the resurrection of Christ ; and all written, cither
by the apostles, or by the evangelists, who were companions
of the apostles. All the New Testament was written by the
apostlés themselves, excepting what was written by Mark and
Luke, viz. the gospels of Mark and Luke, and the book of the
Acts of the Apostles. He that wrote the gospel of Mark, is
supposed to be he whose mother was Mary, in whose house
they were praying for Peter, when he, brought out of prison
by the angel, came and knocked at the door ; of which we
read, Acts xii. 12. « And when he had considered the thing
he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose sir- °
name was Mark, where many were gathered together, pray-
ing.” He was the companion of the aposties Barnabas and
Saul: Acts xv. 37. « And Barnabas determined to take with
them John, whose sirname was Mark.” He was Barnabas’s sis-
ter’s son,and seems sometimes to have been acompanion of the
Apostle Paul : Col. iv. 10. « Aristarchus, my fellow prison-
er, saluteth you, and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas ; touch-
ing whom ye received commandment : If he come unto you
receive him.” The apostles seem to have made great account
of him, as appears by those places, and also by Acts xii. 25.
4 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, and took
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with them John, whose sirname was Mark ;" and Acts xiii. 5,
¢ And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of
God in the synagogues of the Jews ; and they had also John
to their minister ;” and, 2 Tim. iv. 11, ¢ Only Luke is with

: Take Mark and bnng him with thee, for he is proﬁtable
to me for the ministry,”

This Luke, who wrote the gospel of Luke and the book of
Acts, was a great companion of the Apostle Paul. He is
spoken of as being with him in the last mentioned place, and
speaks of himself as accompanying him in his travels in the
history of the Acts; and therefore he speaks in the first person
plural, when speaking of Paul’s travels, saying, We went to
such and such a place : We set sail : We launched from such
a place ; and landed at such a place. He was greatly beloved
by the Apostle Paul : He is that beloved physician epeken of,
Col. iv. 14. The Apostle ranks Mark and Luke ameng his

fellow laborers, Philemen, 24. ¢« Marcus, Aristarchus, De-

mas, Lucas, my fellow laborers.”

The rest of the books were all written by the apostles them-
gselves. The books of the New Testament are either histori«
cal, or doctrinal, or prophetical, The historical books are the
writings of the four evangelists, giving us the history of Christ
and his purchase of redemption, and his resurrection and as.
cension ; and the Acts of the Apostles, giving an accqunt of
the great things by which the Christian church was first estab-
lished and propagated, The doctrinal books are the epistles.
These, most of them, we have from the great Apostle Paul,
And we have one prophetical book, which takes place after
the end of the history of the whole Bible, and gives an account
of the great events which were to come to pass, by which the
work of redemption was to be carried on to the end of the
world. .

All these books are supposed to have been written before
the destruction of Jerusalem, excépling those which were
written by the Apostle John, who lived the longest of all
the apostles, and wrote what he wrote after the destruction of
Jerusalem, as is supposed. And to this beloved disciple it was
that Christ revealed those wonderful things which weretq
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come to pass in his church to the end of time ; and he was
the person that put the finishing hand to the canon of the scrip«
tures, and sealed the whole of it. So that now the canon of
scripture, that great and standing written rule, which was be~
gun about Moses’s time, is completed and settled, and a curse
denounced against him that adds any thing to it, or diminishes
any thing from it, And soall things are established and com-
pleted which relate to the appointed means of grace. - All the
stated means of grace were finished in the apostolical age, or
before the death of the Apostle John, and are to remain un-
altered to the day of judgment.

Thus far we have considered those things by which the
means of grace were given and established in the Christian
ehurch,

§II. The other thing proposed, relating to the success of
Christ’s redemption during the church’s continuance under
- means of grace, was to show how this success was carried on ;
which is what I would now proceed to do.

And here it is worthy to be remembered, that the Christian
church, during .its continuance under means of grace, is in
two very different states. .

1.Ina suffering, afflicted, persecuted state ; as, for the
most part it is, from the resurrection of Christ till the fall of
Antichrist. '

2. Ina state of peace and prosperity ; which is the state
that the church, for the mest part, is to be in after the fall of

Antichrist.

FirsT, I would show how the success of Christ’s redemp-
tion is carried on during the continuance of the church’s suf-
fering state, from the resurrection of Christ to the fall of An-
tichrist. This space of time, for the most part, is a state of
the church’s sufferings, and is so represented in scripture.
Indeed God is pleased, out of love and pity to his elect, to
grant many intermissions of the church’s sufferings during
this time, whereby the days of tribulation are as it were short-
~ ened. But from Christ’s resurrection till the fall of Anti-
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christ, is the appointed day of Zion’s troubles. During this
space of time, for the most part, some part or otherof the
church is under persecution ; and great part of the time, the
whole church, or at least the generality of God’s people, have
been persecuted.

Tor the first three hundred years after Christ, the church
was for the most part in a state of great affliction, the object.
of reproach and persecution ; first by the Jews, and then by
the Heathen. After this, from the begmning of Constan-
tine’s tirne, the church had rest and prosperity for a little
while ; which is represented in Rev. vii. at the beginning, by-
the angel’s holding the four winds for a little while. But pre-
sently after, the church again suffered persecution from the
Arians ; and after that, Antichrist rose, and the church was
driven away into the wilderness, and was kept down in obscu-~
Tity, and contempt, and suffering for a long time, under Anti-
chnst before the reformation by Luther and others. And
since the Reformation, the church’s persecutions have been
beyond all that ever were before. And though some parts of
God’s church sometimes have had rest, yet to this day, for the
most part, the true church is very much kept under by its en-~
emies, and some parts of it under grievous persecution ; and
so we may expect it will continue till the fall of Antichrist ;
and then will come the appointed day of the church’s pros-
perity on earth, the set time in which God will favor Zion,
the time when the saints shall not be kept under by wicked
men, as it has been hitherto ; but wherein they shall be up-
permost, and shall reign on earth, asit is said, Rev.v. 10
¢ And the kingdom shall be given to the people of the saints
of the Most High,” Dan. vii. 27.

This suffering state of the church is in scripture represent-
ed as a state of the church’s travail, John xvi. 20, 21, and Rev.
xii. 1, 2. What the church is in travail striving to bring forth
during this time, is that glory and prosperity of the church
which shall be after the fall of Antichrist, and then shall she
bring forth her child. This is a long time of the church’s trou-
ble and affliction, and is so spoken of in scripture, though it be
spoken of as being but for a little season, in comparison of tha
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eternal prosperity of the church. Hence the church, under
the loeng continuance of this affliction, cries out, as in Rev. vi.
Yo. « How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge
and aveage our blood on them that dwell en the earth ¢’ And
we are told, that « white robes were given unto every one of
them ; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet
¥or a little season, until their fellow servants also, and their
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfill-
ed.” So, Dan. xii. 6. « How long shalliit be to the end of
these wonders
. Itistobe observed, that during the time of these sufferings
of the church, the main instrument of their sufferings has been
the Roman government : Her afflictions have almost all along
been from Rome. That is therefore in the New Testament
«called Babylon ; because, as of old, the troubles of the city
Jerusalem were mainly from that adverse city Babylon, so
the troubles of the Christian church, the spiritual Jerusalem,
during the long time of its tribulatien, is mainly from Rome.
Before the time of Constantine, the troubles of the Christian
church were from Heathen Rome : Since that time, its trou-
bles have been mainly from Antichristian Rome. And as of
old, the captivity of the Jews ceased on the destruction of
Babylon, so the time of the trouble of the Christian church
will cease with the destruction of the church of Rome, that
spiritual Babylon.

In showing how the success of Christ’s redemption is car-
sied on, during this time of the church’s tribulation, I would,

1. Show how it was carried on till the destruction of Jeru-
salem, with which ended the first great dispensation of Pron-
dence which is called Ckrist’s coming in his kingdom.

2. How it was carried on from thence to the destruction of
the Heathen ‘empire in the time of Constantine, which is the
second dispensation called Christ’s coming.

3. How it is carried on from thence to the' destruction of
Antichrist, when will be accomplished the third great event
ealled Christ’s coming, and with which the days of the
church’s tribulation and travail end.
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I. I wouLp show how the success of Christ’s purchase of
tedemption was carried on from Christ’s resurrection to the
destruction of Jerusalem. In speaking of this, I would, 1, take
notice of the success its¢lf : And, 2, the opposition made
agaimst it by the enemiesofit: And, 3, the terrible judg«
ments of God on those enemies.

1. I would observe the success itself. Soon after Christ
had finished the purchase of redemption, and was gene into
heaven, and entered into the holy of holies with his own blood,
there began a glorious success of what he had done and suf-
fered. Having undermined the foundation of Satan’s king-<
dom, it began to fall apace. Swiftly did it hasten to ruin in
the world, which might well be compared to Satan’s falling
like lightning from heaven. Satan before had exalted his
throne very high in this world, even to the very stars of heaven,
reigning with great glory in his Heathen Roman empire ¢
But never before had he such a downfal as he had soon after
Christ’s ascension. He had, we may suppose, been very
lately triumphing in a supposed victory, having brought about
the death of Christ, which he doubtless gloried in as the
greatest feat that ever he did ; and probably imagined he had
totally defeated God’s design by him. But he was quickly
made sensible, that he had only been ruining his own king-
dom, when he saw it tumbling so fast so soon after, as a con«
sequence of the death of Christ. For Christ, by his death,
having purchased the Holy Spirit, and having ascended, and’
. received the Spirit, he poured it forth abundantly for the con-
version of thousands and millions of souls.

Never had Christ’s kingdom been so set up in the world.
There probably were more souls converted in the age of the
apostles than had been before from the beginning of the world
till that time. Thus God so soon begins gloriously to accom~
plish his promise to his Son, wherein he had promised, that
he should see his seed, and that the pleasure of the Lord
should prosper in his hand, if he would make his soul an of«
fering for sin. And,

(1) Here is to be observed the success which the gospel
had among the Jews: For God first began with them, He
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being abeut to reject the main body of that people, first calls
in his elect from among them, before he forsook them, to
turn to the Gentiles. It was so in former great and dreadful
judgments of God on that nation : The bulk of them were
destroyed, and only a remnant saved, or reformed. Soit
was in the rejection of the ten tribes, long before this rejec-
tion: The bulk of the ten tribes were rejected,when they left
the true worship of God in Jeroboam’s time, and afterwards
more fully in Ahab’s time. But yet there was a remnant of
them that God reserved. A number left their possessions in
these tribes, and went and settled in the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin, And afterwards there were seven thousand in A-
hab’s time, who had not bowed the knee to Baal. And so, in’
the captivity into Babylon, only a remnant of them ever re-
turned to their own land, And so now again, by far the
greater part of the people were rejected entirely, but some
few were saved, And therefore the Holy Ghost compares
this reservation of a number that were converted by the
preaching of the apostles, to those former remnants: Rom.
ix. 27, «Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, T hough the
number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a
remnant shall be saved.” See Isa. x. 22.

The glorious success of the gospel among the Jews after
Christ’s ascension, began by the pouring out of the Spirit
upon the day of Pentecost, of which we read in Actsii. So
wonderful was this pouring out of the Spirit, and so remark-
able and swift the effect of it, that we read of three thousand
who were converted to the Christian faith in one day, Actsii.
41. ‘And probably the greater part of these were savingly
converted- And after this, we read of God’s adding to the
church'daily such as should be saved verse 47. And soon after,
we read, that the number of them were abeut five thousand.
Thus were not only a multitude converted, but the church
was then eminent in piety, as appears by Actsii. 46, 47,
andiv. 32. .

Thus the Christian church was first of all of the nation of
Israel ; and therefore, when the Gentiles were cailed, they
were but as it were added to Israel, to the seed of Abraham.

21
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They were added to the Christian church of Isracl; as the
proselytes of old were to the Mosaic church of Israel ; and
50 were as it were only grafted on the stock of Abraham, and
were not a distinct tree ; for they are all still the seed of Abra-
ham and Israel; as Ryth the Moabitess, and Uriah the Hit-
tite, and other proselytes of oldy were the same people, and
ranked as the sged of Israel.

So the Christian church at first began at Jerusalem, and
from thence was propagated to all nations: So that this
church of Jerusalem was the church that was as'it were the
mother of all other churches in the world; agreeable to the
prophecy, Isaiah ii. 3;4. ¢ Out ef Zion shall go' forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ; and he
shall judge among the nations; and rebuke many people.” Sor
that the whole church of God is still God's Jerusalem ; they are
his spiritual Jerusalemy and are as it were only. added to the
church, which was begun in-the literal Jerusalem.

Afier this, we read of many thousands of Jews that beli¢vi
ed in Jerusalem, Acts xxi. 20, And so we read of multitudes:
of Jews who were converted in other cities of Judea ; apd not
enly so, but even: in-other parts of theararld. For wherever
the apostles went, if there were any Jews there, their manner
was first to go into the synagogues of the Jews, and preach the
gospel to them, and many in one place and another believed 5
as in Damascus and Antioch, and many other places that we:
read of in the Acts of the Apostles,

In this pouring out of the spirit, which began at the Pente~
cost follawing. Christ’s ascension, began: that first great dis-
pensation- which is. called Christ’a coming in his kingdom.—
Christ’s coming thus in a spirituagl maoner for the glorious
setting up-of his. kih'gddm in the world, is. represented by
Christ himself as his coming dewn from heaven, whither
he had ascended, John xiv. 18. There Christ having heen.
speaking of his ascension says, ‘I will not leave youm
comfortless ; I will come unto you,” speaking of his coming,
by the coming of the comforter, the spirit of truth. And,
verse 28. ¢ Ye have heard how 1 said unto you, I go away.
and come again unto you.” And thus the apostles began tor
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see the kingdom of hedven cothe with power, as he promlsed
they should, Mark ix. I. y

(2) What is next to be observed is the snccess of the gos-
pel among the Samaritahs, After the success of the gospel
. had been so gloriously begun airiong the proper Jews, the
spirit of God was next wondetfully poured 6@ on the Sa--
maritans, who were not Jews by nation, but the posterity of
those whom the king of Assyrid removed from different
parts of his deminions, and seftled ia the land that was in- _
habited by the ten tribes whomt he carried capfive. Buf yet
they had received the five books of Moses, and practised
most of the rites of the law of Moses, and 56 were & sort of
mongrel Jews. We do not find thens reckonéd as Gentiles
in the New Testament : For the calling of the Gentiles s
spoken of s a: new thing aftér €his, beginning with tle con-
version of Cornelius, Butyet it was atinstarice of making -
that a peéple that were 1o people : For they had corruptcd *
the religion which Moses commanded; and did net go up to
Jerusalem to worship, but had' another temple of their owry
in: mount Gerizzim ; which is thé mountain' of which the wo-
mmy of Samaria speaks, when' she says,  Our fathers wor-
sinpped in this mountain.” ' Christ theré does not approve
of their separation fiom the¢ Jews'y but tells the woman of
Samaria, that they worshipped they knew not what, and that
" salvation is of the Jews, But now salvation is brought from:
the Jews to them by the preaching of Philip, (excepting
that: before Christ Had some success arhong them) with
whose preaching there was a glorious' pouririg out of the
spirit'of God in the city of Samiaria ; where we are told that
« the people believed Philip, preaching the things concern-
ing the kingdom of Clhirist, and were baptized, both men and’
wometi; and that there was gréat joyin that city,” Acts
viil{ 8-=12. |

Thus Christ had a glormus harvest'in Samaria ; which is’
what Christ seems to have had respect to, in what he said to
His-disciples at Jacob’s well; three or four years before, on oc- .
casfoni of the people of Samaria’s appearing at a distance in’
tlic fields coming to the place where' Christ was, at the insti»
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gation of the woman of Samaria. On that occasion he bids
his disciples lift up their eyes to the fields, for that they were
white to the harvest, Johniv. 35, 36. The disposition which
the people of Samaria showed towards Christ and his gospel,
showed that they were ripe for the harvest. But now the
harvest is come by Philip’s preaching. There used to bea
most bitter enmity between the Jews and Samaritans ; but
now, by their conversion, the Christian Jews and Samaritans
are all happily united ; for in Christ Jesus is neither Jew nor
Samaritan, but Christ is all in all. This was a glorious in-
_stance of the wolf’s dwelling with theé lamb, and the leopard’s
lying down with the kid.

(3) The next thing to be observed is the success there was
of the gospel in calling the Gentiles. This was a great and
glorious dispensation of divine providence, much spoken of in
the prophecies of the Old Testament, and spoken of by the
apostles, time after time, as a most glorious event of Christ’s
redemption. This was begunin the conversion of Cornelius
and his family, greatly to the admiration of Peter, who was
used as the instrument of it, and of those who were with him,
and of those who were mform¢d ofit ; as you may see, Acts
x. & xi. .And the next instance of it that we have any account
of, was in the conversion of great numbers of Gentiles in Cy-
prus, and Cyren_e, and Antioch, by the disciples that were
scattered abroad by the persecution which arose about Ste~
phen,as we have an account in Acts xi. 19, 20,21, And
presently upon this the disciples began to be called Chris-
tians first at Antioch, verse 26.

And after this, vast multitudes of Gentiles were converted
in many different parts of the world, chiefly by the ministry of
the Apostle Paul, a glorious pouring out of the Spirit accom-
panying his preaching in one place and another. Maultitudes
flocked into the church of Christ in a great pumiber of cities
where the Apostle came. So the number of the members of
the Christian church that were Gentiles, soon far exceeded
the number of its Jewish members ; yea so, that in less than
ten years time after Paul was sent forth from Antioch to
preach to the Gentiles, it was said of him and his companions,

~
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that they had turned the world upside down : Acts xvii. 6.
« These, that have turned the world upside down are come
hither also.” But the most remarkable pouring out of the
Spiritin a particular city that we have any account of in the
'New Testament, seems to be that in the city of Ephesus,
which was a very great city. Of this we have an account in
Acts xix. There was also a very extraordinary ingathering
of souls at Corinth, one of the greatest citiesin all Greece.
And after this many were converted in Rome, the chief city
of all the world ; and the gospel was propagated into all parts
of the Roman empire. Thus the gospel sun, which had late-
ly risen on the Jews, now rose upon, and began to enlighten
the Heathen world, after they had continued in gross Heath-
enish darkness for so many ages.

This was a great thing, and a new thing, such as never had
been before. All nations but the Jews, and a few who had at
one time and another joined with them, had been rejected
from about Moses’s time. The Gentile world had been cov-
ered over with the thick darkness of idolawry : But now, at
the joyful glorious sound of the gospel, they began in all parts
to forsake their old idols, and to abhor them, and to cast them
to the moles and to the bats, and to learn to worship the true
God, and to trust in his Son Jesus Christ ; and God owned
them for his people : Those who had so long been afar off,
were made nigh by the blood of Christ. Men were changed -
from being Heathenish and brutish, to be the children of

'God ; were called out of Satan’s kingdom of darkness, and
brought into God’s marvellous light ; and in almost all coun-
tries throughout the known world were assemblies of the peo-
ple of God ; joyful praises were sung to thé true God,and Jesus
Christ the glorious Redeemer. Now that great building
which God began soon after the fall of man, rises gloriously,
not in the same manner thatit had done in former ages, but
in quite a new manner ; now Daniel’s prophecies concerning
the last kingdom, which should succeed the four Heathenish
monarchies, begins to be fulfilled ; now the stone cut out of
the mountain without hands, began to smite the image on its
feet, and to break it in pieces, and to grow great, and to make
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great advances towards filling the earth ; and now God gath-
ors together the glect from the four winds of heaven, by the
preaching of the apostles and other ministers, the angels of
the Christian church sent forth with the great souad of the
gospel trampet, before the destruction of Jerusalens, dgreea-
ble to what Christ foretold, Matth. xxiv. 3t. .

This was the success of Christ’s purchase dusing this first
period of the Christian church, which termimated in'the de-
struction of Jerusalem.

2. Iwould proceed now, in the second place, ta take notice
of the opposition which was made to this success of Christ’s
purchase by the enemies of it........Satan, who lately was so-
ready to triumph and exult, as though he had gained the vie-
tory in’putting Christ to death; now finding himself falten in-
to the pit which he had digged, and finding his kingdom fail-
ing so fast, and seeing Christ’s kingdom make suchamazing
progress, such as never had been before, we may: conclude he
was filled with the greatest confusion and astonishment, and
hell seemed to be effectually alarmed by it to make the most
violent opposition against it. Amd, first, the devil stirred’ up
the Jews, who had before crucified Christy to'persecute the:
church; For it is observable, that the persecution which the
church suffered during this period, was mostly from the
Jews. Thus we read in the. Acts, when, at Jerusalem, the
Holy Ghost was-poured out at Pentecost,- how the Jews mock-
ed, and said, % These men are full of new wine ;” and how
the scribes and Pharisees, and the captain:of'the temple, were
alarmed, and bestirred themselves to oppose and: persecute
the apestles, and first apprehended and threatened them, and
afterwards imprisoned and beat them ; and' breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
they stoned Stephen in a-tumultuous rage ; and werenot con-
tent to persecute those that they could find in Judea, but sent
abroad to Damascus and-other places, to persecute: all. that
they could find every where. Herod; who was chief among
them, stretched forth his hands to vex the.church, and killed-

James with the sword; and proceeded to take Peter also, and
cast him into prison.

.
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So in other countries, we find, that almost wherever the
gpostles came, the Jews opposed the gospel in 2 most malig-
nant manner, contradicting and blaspheming. How many
things did the blessed Apostle Paul suffer at their hands in
one place and another ! How violént and bleod thirsty did
they shew themselves towards him, when he came to bring
alms to his nation ! In this persecution and cruelty was ful~

“filled that of Christ, Matth. xxiii. 34. « Behold, I send you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes ; and some of them ye
shall kill and cracify, and some of them shall ye scourge in
‘your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city.”

3. 1 proceed to take notice of those judgments which wers
executed on those enemies of Christ, the persecuting Jews.

(1) The bulk of the people were given up to judicial blind~
hess of mind and hardness of heart. Christ denounced such
a wo upon them in the days-of his flesh ; as Matth. xiii. 14,
i5....... This curse was also denounced on them by the Apos-
tle Paul, Acts xxviii. 25, 26, 27 ; and under this curse, under
this- judicial blindness and hardness, they remain to this very
day, having been subject to it for about 1700 years, being the
most awful instence of such a judgment, and monuments of
God’sterrible vengeance, of any people that ever were. That -
they should centinue from generation te generation so obsti-
nately to reject Christ, so that it is a very rare thing that any
one of them is converted to the Christian faith, though their
ewn scriptures of the Old Testament, which they acknowl-
edge, are so full of plain testimenies against them, is a re-
markable evidence of their being dreadfully left of God.

(2) They were rejected and cast off from being any longer
God’s visible people. They were. broken off from the stock
of Abraham, and since that have no more been reputed his

_seed, than the Ishmaelites or Edomites, who are as much his
natural seed as they. The greater part of the two tribes were
now cast off, as the ten tribes had been before, and another
people were taken in their room, agreeable to the predictions
of their own prophets ; as of Moses, Deut. xxxii. 21. « They
have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God ; they
have provoked. nre to anger with their vanities ; and I wilk
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move them to jealousy with these which are not a people, X
will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation ;” and of
Isa.Ixv. 1. « 1 am sought of them that asked not forme ;
' «I am found of them that sought me not.”.....They were visi-
bly rejected and cast off, by God’s directing his apostles to
turn away from them, and let them alone ; as Acts, xiii. 46,
47. « Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, it was
necessary that the word of God should first have been spok-
en to you: But seeing ye putit from you, and judge your-
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gen-
tiles : For so hath the Lord commanded us.” Andso Acts
xviii. 6, and xxviii. 28. '

Thus far we have had the scripture history to guide us =
Henceforward we shall have the guidance only of two. things,
viz. of scripture prophecy, and God’s providence, as related
in human histories.....But I proceed.

(3) The third and last judgment of God on those enemies
of the success of the gospel which I shall mention, is the ter-
rible destruction of their city and country by the Romans.
They had great warnings and many means used with them
before this destruction. First, John the Baptist warned themy
and told them, that the axe was laid at the root of the tree ;
and that every tree which should not bring forth good fruit,
should be hewn down, and cast into the fire. Then Christ
warned them very particularly, and told them of their ap-
proaching destruction, and at the thoughts .of it wept over
them. And then the apostles after Christ’s ascension abund-
antly warned them. But they proved obstinate, and went
onin their opposition to Christ and his church, and in their
bitter persecuting practices. Their so malignantly persecut-
ing the Apostle Paul, of which we have an account towards
the end of the Acts of the Apostles, is supposed to have been
not more than seven or eight years before their destruction.

And after this God was pleased to give them one more very
remarkable warning by the Apostle Paul,in his epistle to the
Hebrews, which is an epistle written to that nation of the
Jews, as is supposed, about four years before their destruc-
tion ; wherein the plainest and clearest arguments are set
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before them from thefr own law; and from their prophets,
for whom they professed such a regad, to prove that Christ
Jesus must be the Son of God; and that all their law pointed
to himr and typified him, imd that their Jewish dispensation
must needs have now ceased. For though the epistle was
more immediately directed to the Christiani Hebrews, yet the
matier of the epistle plainly stiows that the apostle intended
it for the use and conviction of tlie unbelieving Jews. And in
this epistle he mentions pameu}arly the approathing destruc:
tion, as chap: x. 25. « So much the miore, s ye see the day
approaching ;”* and in verse 27, he speaks of the approaching
judgment and fiery mdignauon which should devour the ad:
versaries. ‘

But the generality of them refusing to receive conviction,
God s00n destroyed them with such terrible circumstances as
‘the destrnetion of no cduntry or city since the foundation of
the world can parallel ; agreeably ta what Christ foretold,
Matth, axiv. 21. « For then shall be tribulation, such as was
not from the beginnitig of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall bie.” The first destruétion of Jerusalem by the Baby-
lonians wds very terrible, as it is in a most affecting manner
described by the Prophet Jeremxah, in his Lamentations ; but
. this was m)thmg to the dreadful misery and wrath which they
sufferéd in this destruction 1 God according as Chrit foretold,
bringing of them all the righteous bload that had bean shed
from the foundation of the world. Thus the enemies of
Christ are made his footstool after his ascensmﬂ, agreeably to
God’s promise in Psal. cx. at the begioning ; and Christ rules
them with a rod of iron. They had been kicking against
Christ, but they did but kick against the pricks. The briars
and thorns set themselves against him in battle : But he went
through them ; he bound them together. )

This destruction of Jerusalem was in all respects agreeabls
t6 what Chtist had foretold of it, Matth. xxiv. by the account
which Jesephus gives of it, who was then present, and was
ene of the Jews, wha had a share in the calamity, and wrote
the history of their destruction. Many. circumstances of this
destruction resembled the destruction of the wicked at the

2K
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day of judgment, by his. account, being accompanied with
many fearful sights in the heavens, and with a separation off
the righteous from the -wicked. _Their city and temple were
burnt, and raséd to the ground, and the ground on which the
city stood, was ploughed ; and so one stone was not left upon
another, Matth. xxiv. 2.

The people had ceased for the most part to be an mdepend-
" ent government after the Babylonish captivity : But the
sceptre’ entirely departed from Judah on the death of Arche~
laus ; and then Judea was made a Roman province ; after
this they were cast off from being the people of God ; but
now their very city and Iand are utterly destroyed, and they
carried away from it; and so have continued in their disper~
sions through the world for fiow above 1600 years.

Thus there was a final end to‘the OId Testament world 3
All was finished with a kind of day of judgment, in which the
people of God wére saved, and his enemies terribly destroy-
ed.nnen. Thus does he who was so lately mocked, despised, and
spit upon by these Jews, and whose followers they so malig~
nantly persecuted, appear gloriously exalted over his ens
emies.

» Havine thus shown how the success of Christ’s purchase
was carried on till the destruction of Jerusalem, I come now,

II. To show how it was carried on from that time till the
destruction of the Heathen empire in the tilne of Constantine
the Great, which is the second great event which isin® scnp-

_ ture compared to Christ’s coming to judgment.

Jerusalem was destroyed about ‘the year of our Lord 68;
and so before that generation passed away which was- confems
porary with Christ ; and it was about thirtyfive years after
Christ’s death. The destruction of the Heathen empire un-
der Constantine, was about 260 years after this. In showing
how the success of the gospel was carried ¢n through this
time, I would, I. Take notice of the opposition made'against
it by the Roman empire. 2. How the work of the gospel.
went on notwithstanding all that opposition. 3. The peculiar
circumstances of tribulation and distress that the church was
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fn, just beforetheir deliverance by Constantine. - 4. The
great revolution in Constantme’s time. .

1. I'would briefly show what opposition was made against
the gospel, and the kingdom of Christ, by the Roman empire.
The opposition that was made to the gospel by the Heathen
Roman empire, was mainly after the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, though their /opposition began before ; but the opposi-
&ion that was before the destruction of Jerusalem, was mainly
‘by the Jews. But when Jerusalem was destroyed, ‘the Jews
were putout of a capacity of much troubling the church.
Now therefore the devil turns his hand elsewhere, and uses
other instruments. The opposition which was made in the
Roman .empu'e against the kmgdom of Christ, was chiefly of
two kinds.

(l) They employed all their leammg, and philosophy, and
-wit, in opposing it. Christ came into the world in an age
wherein learning and philesophy were at their height in the
Roman empire. Thjs was employed to the utmost agaipst
the kingdom of Christ. ‘The gospel, which held forth a cru-
cified Saviour, was not at all agreeable to the notions of the
-philosophers. The Christian scheme of trusting in such a
crucified Redeemer, appeared foolish and ridicnlous to them.
Greece was a country the most famous for learning of any in °
the Roman empire ; but the apastle ebserves, that the doc-
trine of Christ crucified appeared foolishness to the Greeks,

.1 Cor.i. 23 ; and therefore the wise men and philesophers
opposed the gospel with all the wit they had. We have a
.specimen of their manner of opposing, in the story we have

_ of their treatment of the Apostle Paul at Athens, which was a
.city that had been for many ages the chief seat of philoso-
.phers of any in the whole world. We read in Acts xyii. 18,
:that the philosophers of the Epicureans-and Stoicks encopn-
tered him, saying, « What will this babler say ? He seemeth

" to be a setter forth of strange gods.” So they were wont to

.deride and ridicule Christianity. And after the destruction

.of Jerusalem, , several of these philosophers. published books

against it ; the chief of whom were Celsus and Porphyry.
"These wrote books against the Christian religion with a great
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deal of virulence and contemapt, much after the manner that
the Deists of the present age sppase aod ridicule Christiani~
ty. Something oftheir weitings yet semajing.  As great ane-
mies end despisers as they wene of the Chyistian religion, yet
they never denjell the facts nesorded of Ghrist and his apos-
tles in the New Festament, particulerly the miracles which
they wrought ; but ellewed them. They lived too near the
times whemin these mirscies were wrought tp deny them 5
for they were so publicly done, and so lately, that neither
Jews nor Heathens in those days appeared to deny them ; but
they ascribed them to the power of magic.

{2) The authonity of the Roman empire employed all their
strength, time after time, to persecute, and if possible to rocg
out Christianity. This they did ip ten general successive
persecutions. W hawe heretofore obeerved, that Christ
came into the world when the strength of Heathen dominion
antl authority was the greatest that ever it was under the Ro~
man monarchy, the greatest and strongest human maomarchy
thet ever was on earth. AH the strength of this monarchy
was employed for a long time to oppase and persecute the
Chrristian church, and if possibie to destooy it, in ten succes-
sive attempts, which are called the tem Heathen fiersecutions,
which were before Gonstunting.

The first of thess, which was the persecution under Nero,
was a little before the destraction of Jerusalem, in which the
Apostle Peter 'was crucified, and the Apostle Paul beheaded,
soon after he wrote his second epistie to Timothy. When
he'wrote that epistle, e was a prisoner at Rome under Nero,
and 'was soon after he wrote it beheaded, agreesbly to what he
says, chap. iv. 6, 7. * I am now veady to de offered, and the
time of my departure isat hand. I'have fought = good fight,
1 have finished my course, I heve keptthe faich.......And
there were many theusands of other Christians slain in that
persecution. The ather nine persecutions were all afer the
destruction of Jerusalem. Some of thess were very terrible
indeed, and far exceeded the first persstation under Nero.
One emperor after another set himself with the utrmost rage
10 root out the Christian church frem the -carth, that there
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should not be 30 much a3 the pame of Cheistisa left in the
world. And thousands and millions were put to cruel deaths
in’ these persecutions ; for they spaved neither sex ner age,
but killed them as fast as they could.

Uander the second general persecution, that which was nexe
after the destruction of Jerusalem, the Apostle John was ban.'
ished to the isle of Patmos, where he had those visions of
which he has given an account in the Revelation. Undes
that persecution it was reckoped, that about 40,000 suffered
martyrdom ; which yet was nothing to what wcre put to
death under some succeeding persecutions. Ten thousand
suffered that ane kind of cruel death, crucifizion, i the third
persecution under the Emperor Adrian. Under the fourth
persecution, which began about the year of Christ 162, many
suffered martyndom in England, the land of our fovefathers,

Christianity had been plamted -very -early, and, as is
supposed, in the days ofthe apostles. And in the later per-
‘secutions, the Roman emperors being vexed at the frustration
of their predecessors, who were not ablg to extirpate Chris~
tianity, or hinder its progress, were enmgedtobeﬁxemon
violent in their attempts.

Thus a great part of the first three hundred years afier
fChrist was spent in violent and cruel persecutions of the
<hurch by the Roman pewers. Satan was vory unwilling to
iet geo his hold of so great a part of the world, and every way

_the chief part of it, as the countries contained in the Roman
empire were, of which he had had the quiet possession for so
meny ages ; and thereforeswhen he saw it going sofast out of
his hands, he bestirred himself to his utmost: All hell was,
@8 it were, raised againstit to eppose it ‘with ite utmost power.

Satan thus exerting himself by the power of the Heathen
Roman empire, is called #he greas red dragon in scripture,
having seven heads and ten -horns, fighting against the woman
clothed with the sun, as in'the 13th of Rev. And the terrible
conflict there was between the church of Christ and the powers
-of the Heathen empire before Constantine’s time, is there, in
verse 7, represented by the war between Michael and his an-
gels, and the dragon and his angels :  « And there was war
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in heaven ; Michael and his angels fought, and the dragon
fought and his angels.”

. 2. I would take notice what success the gospel had in tho
world before the time of Constantine, notwithstanding all this
opposition.....Though the leaming and power of the Roman
empire were so great, and both were employed to the utmost
against Christianity to put a stop to it, and to root it out, for so
- long a time, and in so many repeated attempts ; yet all was

in vain, they could neither root it out, nor put a stop to it....

But still, irrspite of allthat they coulddo, the kingdom of Christ

wonderfully prevailed, and Satan’s Heathen kingdom mould-

ered and consumed away before it, agreeably to the words of -
the text, ¢ The moth shall eat them up like a garment, and
the worm shall eat them like wool.” And it was very ob-
servable, that for the most part the more they persecuted the
church, the more it increased ; insomuch that it became a
common saying, The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the
church." Herein the church of Christ proved to be like a palm
tree ; of which tree it is remarked, that the greater weight
is laid upon it, or hung to its- brarches; the more it grows and
flourishes ; on which account profably the. church is com-
pared to a palm tree in Cant. vii. 7. « This thy stature is
like to a palm tree.” Justin Martyr, an eminent father 'in
the Christian church, who lived in the age next after the apos-
-tles, in some wriﬁngs of his, which are yet extant, says, that
in his days there was no part of mankind, whether Greeks or
barbarians, or by what name soever they were called, even the -
‘most rude and unpolished nations, where prayers and thanks-
givings were not made to the great Creator of the world,
_through the name of the crucified Jesus. Tertullian, another
eminent father in the Christian church, who lived in the begin-
ning of the following age, in some of his writings which are yet
extant, sets forth how that in his day the Christian religion had
extended itself to the utmost bounds of the then known world,
in which he reckons Britain, the country of our forefathers ;
and thence demonstrates, that the kingdom of Christ was then
more extensive than any of the four great monarchies ; and
moreover says that though the Christians were as strangers
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of no long standing, yet they had filled all places of the Ro-
man dominions, their cities, islands, castles, corporations,
councils, armies, tribes, the palace, senate, and courts of judi-
cature ; only they had left to the Heathen their temples ;
and that if they should all agree to retire out of the Roman
empire, the world would be amazed at the solitude and deso-
. lation that would énsue upon it, there would be so few left ;
and that the Christians were enough to be able easily to de-
fend themselves, if they were disposed to rise up in arms a-
gainst the Heathen magistrates. And Pling, a Heathen who,
lived in those days, says multitudes of each sex, every age apd
quality, were become Christians ; this superstition, says he,
having infected and overrun not the city only, but towns and
countries, the temples and sacrifices are generally desolate
and forsaken.. : .

And it was remarked by both Heathen and Christian writ-
ers in those days, that the famous Heathen oracles in their
temples, where princes and others for many past ages had
been wont to inquire and receive answers with an audible
voice from their gods, which were indeed answers from the
devil ; T say, those oracles were now silenced and struck
dumb, and gave no more answers ; and particularly.the ora-
ele at Delphos, which was the most famous Heathen oracle
in the whole world, which both Greeks and Romans used to
consult, began to cease to give any answers, even from the
birth of Christ ; and the false deity who was worshipped, and
used to give answers from his oracle in that temple, being
once inquired of why he did not now give answers as he was
wont to do ? Made this reply, as several Heathen historians
who lived about those times relate, There is an Hebrew boy,
says he, who is kKing of the gedsy who has commanded me to
leave this house, and be gone to hell, and therefore you are to
expect no more answers. And many of the Heathen writers
who lived about that time speak much of the oracles being
silenced, as a thing at which they wondered, not knowing
what the cause should be. Plutarchy, a Heathen writer of
those times, wrote a particular treatise about it, which is still
extant. - And Porphyry, one of the Heathen writers before
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mentioned, who opposed the Christian religion, in his writings
has these words : «It is no tonder if the city for these so
any yeurs has been overrun with sickness ; Esculapius; and
the rest of the gods, having withdrawn their converse with
men ; for since Jesus' began to bé worshipped, né man has
teceived any public help or benefit by the gods.”

Thus did the kingdork of Christ prevail against ¢he king,
dom of Satan. _

3. 1now procéed to take notice of the peculiar circuntstan-
ces ‘of tribulation and distress just before Constantine the
Great cafhie to the throne. This distress they suffered under
the tenth Heathén persecution, which, as it was the last, so it
was by far the heaviest and most severe. The chturch before
this, after the céasing of the ninth persécution, had enjoyed a
time of quietness for about forty years together ; but abusing

their liberty, began to grow cold and lKfeless in religion and
tamnal and contentions prevailed among them ; by which they
offended God to suffer this dreadfdl trial to come upon them.
And Satan having lost ground so much, notwithstanding all
his attémpts, riow seemed to bestir hxmaelf with more than
ordinary tige. Those who were then in authority set them-
selves with the utmost violence to root out Christianity,
by burhing all Bibles, and.destroying all Christians ; and
therefere they did not stand to try or convict them in a fortna#
process, but fell itpon them wherever they could ; sometimes
setting fire to houses where multitudes of them were as-
Sembled, and burning them all together ; and at other times
slaughtering maultitudes together ; so that sometimes their
persecutors weré quite spent with the labor of killing and
tortaenting them ; and in some populous places, so thany
were slain together, that the blood ran kike torrents. It is re-
lated, that séventeen thousand martyrs were slain in ene
month’s time ; and that during the continiuance of this per-
secution, in the province of Egypt alone, no less than ore
hundred and fortyfour thousand Christians died by the vio~
Tence of their persecutors, besides 700,000 that died through
the fatigues of banishment, or the public works to which they
were cohdemned.
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This persecution lasted for ten years together ; and as it
‘exceeded all foregomg petsecutions in. the number ‘of mars
tyrs, 80 it exceeded them in the variety and multitude of inven«

. tions of torture and cruelty. Some authors who lived at that

time, say, they ‘were innumerable, and exceed all account
and expression. ) )

This persecuuon in particular was very severe.in England 3
and this is that persecution which was foretold in Rev. vi. 9,
10. « And when he had opéned the ﬁfth seals I saw under
the altar the souls of them that were slain. for the word of
God, and for the testlmony which they held. And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not Judge and avenge our bjoed on them that dwell
on the earth ?”

And at the end of the ten years, dunng which this persecu-
tion continued, the Heathen persecutors thought they had fin-
ished their work, and boasted that they had utterly destrayed
}he name and supersuuon of the Chnsuans, and had restored
and propagated the worship of the gods.

Thus it was the darkest time with the Clmstlan church-
just before the break of day: They were brought to the great-
est extremity just before God appeared for their glorious de-
liverance; as the bondage of the Israelites in Epypt was the

most severe and cruel, just before their deliverance by the
hand of Moses. Their enemies thought they had swallowed
them up just before their destruction, as it was with Pharaoh
and his host, when they had hemmed in the children of Is-
rael at the Red sea.

4. 1 come now, in the fourth place, to the great revolution
which was in the world in the days of Constantine, which was
in many respects like Christ’s appearing in the- clouds of
heaven, to save his people and judge the world. T!\c?eople
of Rome being weary of the government of those tyrants to
whom they had lately been subject, sent to Constantine, who

, was then in the city of York in England, to come and take the -

throne. And he being encouraged, as is said, by a vision of

a pillar of light in the heavens, in the form of a cross, in the

sight of his whole army, with this inscription, Tevlw ricsy In
2L
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this overcome ; and the night following, by Christ’s appearing
to him in a dream with the same cross in his hand, who di-
fected him to make a cross like that to be his royal standard,
that his army might fight under that banner, and assured him
that he should overcome. Accordingly he did, and over-
came his enemies, and took possession of the imperial throne;
and embraced the Christian religion, and was the first Chris-
tian emperor that ever reigned. He came to the throne about
320 years after Christ. There are several things which I
would take notice of which attended or immediately followed
Constantine’s coming to the throne.
" (1) The Christian church was thereby wholly delivered
from persecution. Now the day of her deliverance came af-
ter such a dark night of affliction : Weeping had continued
for a night, but now deliverance and joy came in the morning.
Now God appearéd 'to judge his people, and repented himself
for his servants when he saw their power was gone, and that
thete was none shut up or left. Christians had no persecu-
tions now to fear. Their persecutors now were all put down,
and their rulers were some of them Christians like them-
selves. o

(2) God now appeared to éxecute terrible judgments on
their enemies. Remarkable are the accounts which history
gives us of the fearful ends to which the Heathen emperors
and princes, and generals, and captains, and other great men
came, who had exerted themselves in persecuting the Christs
fans ; dying miserably, one and ahother, under exquisite.
torments of body, and horrors of conscience, with a most vis-
ible hand of God upon them. So that what now came to
pass might very fitly be compared to their hiding themselves
in the dens and rocks of the mountains. .

(3) Heathenism now was in a great measure abolished
throughout the Roman empire. Images were now destroyed
and Heathen temples pulled down. Images of gold and sil~
ver were melted down and coined into money. Some of the
chief of their idols, which were curiously wrought,-were
brought to Constantinople, and there drawn with ropes up
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and down the streets for the -people to behold-and laugh at.

The Heathen priests were dispersed and banished.

(4) The Christian church was brought into a state of great
peace and prosperity. Now all Heathen magistrates were put
down, and only Christians were advanced to places of {author-
ity all over the empire. They had now Christian presidents,
Cbristian governors, Christian judges and officers, instead af
their old Heathenish ones. Constantine set himself to put’
honor upon Christian bishops or ministers, and to build and
adorn churches; and now large and beautiful Christian
cburches were ‘erected in all parts of the world, instead of the
old Heathen temples..

This revolution was the greatest revolution and change in
the face of things that ever came to pass in the world since
the floed. Satan, the prince of darkness, that king and god of
the Heathen world, was cast out. The roaring lion was con-
- gqueved by the Lamb of God, in the strongest dominion that
ever he had, even the Roman empire. This was a remark-
able accomplishment of, Jer. x. 11. « The gods that have
not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish .
from the earth, and from under these heavens.” The chief
part.of the world was now brought utterly to cast off their
«ald gods.and their old religion, to which they had been accus-
tomed much longer than any of their histories give an ac-
.count of. They had been aecnstomed to worship the gods
solong that they knew Bot any beginning of it. It was former-
ly spoken of asa thing unknown for a nation to change their
gods, Jer.ii. 10, 11, :but now the greater part of the nations
of the known world were brought to cast off all their former
gods. That multitude of gods that they worshipped were
all forsaken. Thousands of them  were cast away for the
worship of the true -God, and Christ the only Saviour : And
there was a most remarkable fulfilment of that in Isa. ii. 17,
18. -« And the loftiness .of man shall be bowed down, and
the haughtiness-of men shall be made low ; -and the Lord a-
lone shall be exalted in'that day. And the idols he shall ut-
terly abolish.” And since that it has <came to pass, that

those gods that were once so famous in the world, as Jupiter,



276 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Pzrrop HL

and Saturn, and Minerva, and Juno, &c. are only heard of as
things which were of old. They have no temples, no altars,
no worshippers, and have not had for many hundred years.

Now is'come the end of the old Heathen world in the
principal part of it, the Roman empire. And this great fev-
olution and changé of the state of the world, with that terri-
ble destruction of the great men who had been persecutors,
is compared, in Rev. vi. to the end of the world, and Chfist
coming to judgment ; and is what is most immediately sig-
nified under the sixth seal, which followed upon the souls un-
der the sltar crying, « How long, O Lord, hply and true,
dost thou not avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth 7 This vision of the sixth seal, by the general consent
of divines and expositors, has respect to this downfal of the
Heathen Roman empire ; though it has a more remote re-
spect to the day of judgment, or this was a type of it.- The
day of judgment cannot be what is immediately intended ;
because we have an account of many events which were to
come to pass under the seventh seal, and so were to follow
after those of the sixth seal. ‘ :

What came to pass now is also represented by the devil’s
being cast out of | heaven to the earth. In his great strength
and glory, in that ml_ghty Roman empire, he had as it were
exalted his throne up to heaven. But now he foll like light-
ning from heaven, and was conﬁncd to the earth. His king-
dom was confined to the meaner and more barbarous pations,
or to the lower parts of the world of mankind. Thisis the
event foretold, Rev. xii. 9. &c. « And the great dragon was
cast ‘out, that old serpent, called the devil and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world : He was cast’ out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him,” &c. Satan tempted
Christ, and promised to give : him the glory of the kingdoms
of the world ; but now he is obhged to give it to him even
against his will. This was a g]onous fulfilment of that prom-
ise which God made to his Son, that we have an account of
in Isa. liii. 12. « Therefore will I divide him a portion with
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong ; be-
cause he hath poured out his soul unto death: And he was
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numbered wijth the transgressors, and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” This
was a great fulfilment of the prophecies of the Old Testament
concerning the glorious time of the gospel, and particularly of
the prophecies of Daniel. Now the kingdom of heaven is
come in a glorious degree. It pleased the Lord God of heav-
en to set up a kingdom on the ruins of Satan’s kingdom. And
such success is there of the purchase of Christ’s redemption,
and such honor does the Father put upon Christ for the dis-
grace he suffered when on earth, And now see to what a
height that glorious building is erected, whlch had been build-
- ing ever since the fall. -

IsFERENCE. From what has been said of the success of
the gospel from Christ’s ascension to the time of Constantine,
we may deduce a strong argument of the truth of the Christ-
ian religion, and that the gospel of Jesus Christ is really from
God. This wonderful success of it which has been spoken
of, and the circumstances of it which have been mentioned,
are a strong argument of it several ways.

1. We may gather from what has been said, that it is the
gospel, and that only, which has actually been the means of
bringing the world to the knowledge of the true God. That
those are no gods whom the Heathen worshipped, and that
there is but one only God, is what now since the gospel has
so taught us, we can see to be truth by our own reason : Itis
plainly agreeable to the light of nature : It can be ecasily
thown by reasen to be demonstrably true. The very Deists
themselves acknowledge, that it can be’ demonstrated, that
there is one God, and but one, who has made and governs the
world. But now it is evident that it is the gospel, and that
only, which has actually been the means of bringing men to
the knowledge of this truth : It was not the instructions of
philosophers. They tfiedin vain ; « The world by wisdom
knew not God.” Till the gospel and the holy scriptures came
abroad in the world, all the world lay in ignorance of the true

God, and in the greatest darkness with respect to the things
of religion, embracing the absurdest opinions and practices,
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which all civilized nations now acknowledge to be childish
fooleries. And so they lay one age after another, and nothing
. proved effectual to enlighten them. The light of nature, and
their own reason, and all the wisdom of learned men, signifi-
ed nothing till the scriptures came. But when these came
abroad, they were .successful to bring the werld to an ac-
knowledgment of the one only true God, and te worship and
serve him.

And hence it is that all that part of the world which now
does .own one only true God, Christians, Jews, Mahometans,
and even Deists too, originally came by the knowledge of
him. Itis owing tothis that they are not in general at this
day left in Heathenish darkness. They have it all, first of all,
either immediately from the scriptures, or by tradition from
their fathers, who had it first from the scriptures. And doubt-
less those who now despise the scriptures, and boast of the
strength of their own reason, as being sufficient to lead into
the knowledge of the one true God, if the gospel had never
eome abroad in the world to enlighten their forefathers, would
have been as settish and brutish idolators as the world in gen-
eral was before the gospel came abroad. The Mahometans,
who own but one true God, at first borroewed the notion from
the scriptures : For the first Mahometans had been educated
in the Christian religion, and apostatized from . And this
is evidential, that the scriptures were designed of God to be
the proper means to bring the world te the knowledge of him-
self; rather than human reasen, or any thing else. Foritis
unreasonable to suppose, that the gospel, and that only, which
God never designed as the proper mean for obtaining this ef-
fect, should actually obtain it, and that after human reason,
which he designed as the proper mean, had been tried for .a
~ great many ages without any effect. I the scriptures be not
the werd of God, then they are nothing but darkness and de-
lusion, yea, the greatest delusion that ever was. Now,is it
reasonable to suppose, that God in his providence would make
use of falsehood and delusion, and that anly, to bring the
world to the knowledge of himself, and that no part of it
should be brought to the knowledge of him any other way ?
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2. The gospel’s prevailing as it did against such powerfal
opposition, plainly shows the hand of God. The Roman gov-
ernment, that did so violently set itself to hinder the success
of the gospel, and to subdue the church of Christ, was the
most powerful haman government that ever was in the world ;
and not only so, but they seemed as it were to have the
church in their hands. The Christians were mostly their
subjects, under their command, and never took up arms to
defend themselves : They did not gather together, and stand
in their own defence ; they’ armed themselves with nothigg
but patience, and such like spiritual weapons : And yet this
mighty power could not conquer them ; but on the contrary,
Christianity conquered them. The Roman empire had sub-.
dued the world ; they had subdued many mighty and potent
kingdoms ; they subdued the Grecian monarchy, when they
were not their subjects, and made the utmost resistance ; and
yet they could not conquer the church which was in their
hands ; but, on the contrary, were subdued, and ﬁnally tri=
umphed over by the church.

3. No other sufficient cause can possibly be assigned of this
propagation of the gospel, but only God’s own power. Noth-
ing else can be devised as the reason of it but this. There
was certainly some reason. Here was a great and wonderful
effect, the most remarkable change that ever was in the face
of the world of mankind since the flood ; and this efféct was
not without some cause. Now, what other cause can be de-
vised but only the divine power ? It was not the outward
strength of the instruments which were employed in it. At
first, the gospel was preached only by a few fishermen, who
were without power and worldly interest to supportthem. It
was not their craft and policy that produced this wonderful efs
fect ; for they were poor illiterate men. It was not the agree«
ableness of the story they had to tell to the notions and prin-
ciples of mankind. This was no pleasant fable : A crucified
God and Saviour was -to the Jews a stumbling bloek, and to
the Greeks foolishness. It was not the agreeableness of their
doctrines to the dispositions of inen : For nothing is more
contrary to the corruptions of men than the pure doctrines of
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the gospel. This effect therefore can have proceeded from
no other cause than the power and agency of God: And if
the power of God was what was exercised to cause the gos-
" pelto prevail, then the gospel is his word ; for surely God
does not use his almighty power to promote a mere impos-
ture and delusion.

4. This success is agreeable to what Chnst and his apostles
foretold........ Matth. xvi. 18. « Upon this rock will I build my
church : And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.*
JYohn xii. 24. « Verily verily I say unto you, excepta corn of
whieat fall into the ground, and die, it abideth alone : But if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” And vers. 31, 32. « Now
is the judgment of this world : « Now shall the prince of
this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.” John xvi. 8. « When he (the
comforter) is come, he will reprove the world of sin, of right-
cousness, and of judgment.....because the prince of this world
is judged.”

So the apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. chap. i, 21. 28, declares, how
that after the world by wisdom knew not Gad, it pleased God,
by the foolishness of preaching;, to save them that believe ; and
that God chose the foolish things of the world, te confound
the wise ; and weak things of the world, to confound the-
things which are mighty ; and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, yea and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are......... If any man foretells a
" thing, very likely in itself to come to pass, from causes which
can be foreseen, it is no great argument of a revelation from
God : But when a thing is foretold which is very unlikely ev-
erto ceme to pass, is entirely contrary to the common course
of things, and yet it does come to pass just agreeable to the
prediction, this is a strong argument that the prediction was
from God.

Thus the consxderatlon of the manner of the propagation
" and success of the gospel during the time which has been
- spoken of, affords great evidence that the scriptures are the

word of God. |
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ITI. T aM now to show how the success of Christ’s redemi»
tion is carried on from the time of the overthrow of the

"Heathen Roman empire in the time of Coristantiné the Great,

till the fall of Antichristy and the destruction of Satans’s visi-
ble kingdom on earth, which is the third gteat dispensation
which is in sctipture compared to Christ’s coming to judg-
ment. This is a period wherein many great and wonderful
things are brought to pass. Herein is contained a long series
of wonders of divine providence towards thé Christian
church. The greater part of the book of Revelation is taken
up in foretelling the events of this period.

The success of Christ’s purchase of redemption in this pe-
riod, appears mainly at the close of it, when Antichrist comes
to fall, when there will be a far more glorious success of the
gospel than ever was before ; and that long series of events
which are before, seem to be ouly to prepare the way for it.
And in drdér to a more clear view of the great works of God
in accomplishing the success of Christ’s redemption, and our

,seeing the glory of them, it will be necessary, as we have

done in the foregoing periods, to consider not only the success
itself, but the opposition made to it, and the great works of
Satan in this period against the church and kingdom -of
Christ : And therefore, in taking a view of this period, I
would take notice of events which may be referred to either
of these heads, viz. either to the head of Satan’s opposition to
the success of Christ’s redemption, or to the head of the suce
cess of Christ’s redemption.: And for the more orderly con-
sideration of the events of this period, I would divide it into
these four parts ¢ The first reaching from the destruction of
the Heathen empire to the rise of Antichrist ; the second,
from the rise of Antichrist to the reformation in Luther’s
time ; the third, from thence to the preéent time ; the fourth,
from the present time, till Antichrist is fallen, and Satan’s
visible kingdom on earth is destroyed.

1sz. I would consider the events of the first part of this pe-
riod, reaching from the destruction of the Heathen empire to
the rise of Antichrist. And here, frst, I would take notice
of the opposition Satan made in this space of time to the

3 M
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church :  And, secondly, the success that the gospel had
in it.

1. The opposition. Satan being cast out of his old Heath-
en empire, the great red dragon, after so sore a conflict with
Michael and his angels, for the greater part of three hundred
years, being at last entu'ely routed and vanquished, so that no
place was found any more in heaven for' him, but he was cast
down, as it were from heaven to the earth ; yet does not give
over his opposition to the woman, the church of Christ, con:
terning which all this conflict had been. But he is still in
a rage, and renews his attempts, and has recourse to new de-

vices against the church. The serpent, after he is cast out of '

heaven to the earth, casts out of his mouth water as a flood, to
cause the womah to be carried away of the flood. The oppo-
sition that he made to the ahurch of Christ before the rise of
Anticbrist, was principally of two sorts. It was either by cor-
rupting the church of Christ with heresies, or by new endeay:
ors to restore Paganism.

(1) I would observe, that after the destruction of the

Heathen Roman empire, Satan infested the church with here:
sies. Though there had been so glorious a work of God in
delivering the church from her Heathen persecitors, and
overthrowing the Heathen empire ; yet the days of the,
church’s travail not being endedy and the settime of her
prosperity not being yet come, as being what was to suc:
ceed the fall of Antichrist, therefore the peace and prospen.
ty which the church enjoyed in Constantine’s time, was but
very short : It was a respite, which gave the churcha time
of peace and silence, as it were for kalf an hour, wherein the.
four angels held the four winds from blowing, till the servants
of God should be sealed it their foreheads. But the church
soon began to be greatly infested with heresies ; the two prine
cipal, and. those which did most infest the. chuxch, were the
Arian and Pelagian heresies.

The Arians began soon after Constantine came to the
throne. They denied the doctrine of the Trinity, and the di-
vinity of Christ and the Holy Ghost, and maintained, that they
were but mere creatures. This heresy increased more and
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more in the church; and prevailed like a flood; which threat-
ehed to overflow all, and entifely to carry away the church,
insomuch that beforé that age was out, that is, before the
fourth century after Christ was finished, the greater part of
the Christian church were become Arians. There were
some emperors, the successors of Constan’qne, who were
Arians ; so that the Ariahs being the prevaﬂmg party, and
having the civil authority on their side, did raise a great per-
. sétution against the true church of Christ ; o that this here-

sy might well be compared to a flood out of the mouth of the

sérpént, which threatened to overthrow all, and qunte carry
- away the woman.

The Pelagian heresy arose in the' beginning of the next
eéntury. It began by oné, Pelagius, who was born in Britain :
His British name was Morgan. He denjed original sin, and
the influence of the Spirit of God in conversion, and héld the
power of free will, and many other things of like tendency ;
and this heresy did for a while greatly infest the church.
Pelagius’s principal antagonist, who wrote in defence of the
orthodox faith, was St. Augustin. , '

(2) The other kind of opposition, which Satan made against
the church, was in' his endeavors to restore Paganism. And
his first attempt to restore it in the Roman empire, was by
Julian the apostate. Julian was nephew to Constantine the
Great. When Constantine died he left his empire to his three
sons, and when they were dead, Tulian the apostate relgned
iii their stead. He had been a professed Christian ; but he
fell from Christianity, and turned Pagan ; and therefore is
calléd zhe apostate. 'When he came to the throne, he used
His utmost endeavors to overthtow the Christian church, and
sét up’ Paganism again in' the empire. He put down the
Chridtiant magistrates, and set up Heathens in their room :
Hé rkbuilt the Heathen temples, and set up the Heathen wor-
ship in the empire, and became a most notorious persecutor
of the Chbistians, and, as is thought, agamst his own light :
Fe uséd to call Christ, by way of reproach, the Galilcan. He
was killed with a lance in his wars with the Persians. When
~b& 54w that he was mortally wounded, he took a handful of his
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blood, and threw it up towards heaven, crying out, Thou hast
overcome, O Galilean. And he is commonly thought by di-
vines to have committed the unpardonable sin.

Another way that Satan attempted to restore Paganism in
the Roman empire, was by tke invasions and conquests of
Heathen nations. For in this space of time that we are upon,
the Goths and Vandals, and other Heathen barbarous nations,
that dwelt in the north of the Roman empire, invaded the
empire, and obtained great conquests, and even overran the
empire, and in the fifth century took the city of Rome, and
finally subdued and conquered, and took possession of the
‘Western empire, as it was called, or the western half of the
empire, and divided it amongst them ; divided it into ten
kingdoms, with whick began the ten horns of the beast ; for
we are told that the ten horns are ten kings, who should rise
in the latter part of the Roman empire ; These are also rep-
resented by the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. The
invasion and conquests of these Heathen nations are supposed
to be foretold in the 8th chapter of Revelation, in what came
to pass under the sounding of the four first trumpets. Now
these nations, who now took possession of the Western em-
pire, were Heathens ; so that by their means Heathenism
was again for a while réstored, after it had been rooted out.

So much for the opposition of Satan against the success of
the gospel during this space before the rise of Antichrist. I
proceed, ' " .

2. Toshow what success there was of the gospel in this
space, notwithstanding this opposition.

(1) I would observe that the opposition of Satan in those
things was baffled, Though the dragon cast out of his mouth
such a flood after the woman to carry her away, yet he could
not obtain his design ; but the earth helped the woman, and
opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the
dragon cast out of his mouth. These heresies which fora
while so much prevailed, yet after @ while dwindled away,
and orthodoxy was again restored : And his attempt by Juli-
an was baffled at his death. .

(2) The gospel, during this space of time, was further
propagatcd amongst many barbarous Heathen nations in the
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confines of the: Roman empire. In the time of Censtantine
there was a considerable propagation of the gospel in the
East Indies, chiefly by the ministry of one Frumentius...,
Great numbers of the Iberians, an Heathen people, were con-
verted to Christianity by a Christian woman of eminent piety,
whom they had taken captive. And some account is. given
of several other barbarous nations who were not within the
Roman empire, that great numbers of them were brought te
receive the gospel by the teaching and example of captives
whom they had taken in war. And after this, about the year
of Christ, 372, the gospel was propagated among the barbar-
ous people that dwelt in- Arabia; as it was also among
some of the northern nations ; particularly a prince of the
country of the Goths about this time became Christian, and

_agreat number of his people with him. * Towards the latter

end of this century, the gospel was also further propagated
among the Persians, and also the Scythians, a barbarous peo-
ple; that the apostle mentions in Col. iii. 11. « Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free.”

And after this, about the year 430, there was a rcmarkable
conversion of a Heathen people, called the Burgundians, to
the Christian faith. About the same time, in this age, the
gospel began to be propagated in Ireland ; and the Irish, who

- till now had;been Heathen, began to receive the Christian

faith. ' About the same time it was further propagated among
some barbarous people in Scotland, and also in some other -
places. In the next century to this, one Zathus, a Heathen
king, who ruled over a people called the Colchians, was
brought to renounce his Heathenism, and to embrace the
Christian religion. Several other barbarous nations are re-
corded to have renounced Heathenism and embraced Chris-
tianity about this time, that I cannet stand to mention.

Thus I have . briefly conSIdered the principal events of
providence which concern the success of the gospel of Christ,
from Constantine to the rise of Antichrist.

2d%y. 1 come now to the second part of the time from Con-
stantine to the destruction of Antichrist, viz. that which reach-
¢s from the rise of Antichrist to the reformation by Luther
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and others. And this is the datkest and fhost dismal day
that ever the Christian church saw, and probably the darkest
that ever it will see. The titne of the ¢hutch’s affiiction and
persecution, as was observed befare, is from Christ’s resur-
rection till the destruction of Amtichrist, excepting that the
day is, as it were, shortened by some intermissiohs and times
of respite, which God gives for the elect’s sake. But this
time, from the rise of Antichrist til the Reformation; was a .
space wherein the Christian church was i its greatest depth
of depression, and in its darkest time of all. The true chur¢h
in this space was for many burdred years in a state of gréat
obscurity, like the woman in thé wilderness : Indee¢d she was
almost hid from sight and observation. In speaking of the
events of this space of time, I would, 1. Take notice of the
great machinations and works of the dévil against the king-
dom of Christ during this timé ; 3. Show how the chrurch of
Christ was upheld duripg thi¢ timde.

1. I would take notice of the great workd of the devil against
the kingdom of Christ during this time. Satan had done
great things against the Christian church béfore, but had
been baffled once and again. Michael andt his angels had
obtained a glorious victory. How terrible was his oppbsitnon
during the coritinuance of the Heatherr efnpire ; and how
glorious was Christ’s victory and triumph ovér him in the
time of Constantine ! It pleased God new to prepare the way
for a yet more glorious victoty over him, to saffer liim to re<
new his strength, and to do the utmost that his power and
subtilty can help him to ; and therefore he suffers him to
have a long time to lay his schemes, and to establish his in-
terest, arid make his matters strong ; and suffers'him to carty
his designs a great length indeed, atmost to the swallowing
up of his church ; and to exercise a high, and proud, and al- ‘
most uncontroled dominion, in the world, a long time be-
fore Christ fmally conquers; and subdues, and utterly ruins his
. visible kingdom on earth, as:he will do i the time of the de-
struction of Antichrist : Thus gloriously triumphing over him
after he has done the utmost that his power and subtilty cany
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‘extend to, and showing that he is above him, after he has

‘dealt most proudly, and lifted himself highest of all.
The two great wokas of the devit which he in thi¢ space

of time wrought ag-amst the kingdom of Christ, are his creats -

ing his Antichristian and Mahometan kingdoms, which have
been, and still are, two kmgdoms of great extent and stfength,
both togethér swallowing up the ancient Roman empire 3
the kingdom of Antichrist swallowing up the Western ems
pire, and Satan’s Mahometan kingdom the Eastern empire.

* As the scriptures in the Book of the Revelation represent it

it is in the destructioh of these that the glorious victory of
Christ, at the introduction of the glorious times of the church
will mainly consist. And here let us briefly observe how

Satan ‘erects and maintains these two great kingdoms of

his in opposition to the kingdem of Christ.
(1) With respect to the kingdom of Anﬁchrist. This
Eeems to be the masterpiece of all the contrivances of the

devil against the kingdem of Christ, and i is evidently so spok-

en of in scnpmre, and- therefore Antichrist is the man of sin,
©r that man of sin, 2. Thes& ii. 3. He is so called emphat-
1caHy, as though he were so eminently. So he is called An-

&tichrist, which signifies the opponent or adversary of Christ.

Not that he is the only. opponent of Christ ; there wete many

athers. besides him. The Apostle John observes, that- irt
his days there were many Antichrists ; but yet this is called’
the Antichrist, as though there were none but he, because he-
was so eminently, and: above.all-others. So this contrivance:
of the devil, is called. tke mysiery of iniguity, 3. Thess. ii. 7.
And we find no enemy of Christ one half so much spoken of
in the prophecies of Revelation as this ; and the destruction
of no enemy is spoken of as so glorious. and happy for the
church. The craft and subtilty of the devil, above all; ap-
pears in this work of his; as might be shown, were it not
that it would consume too much time.

This is a contrivance of the devil to turn the ministry of
the Christian church into a ministry of the devil, and to turn.
these angels of the churches. into fallen angels, and so into
devils. And in the.tyranny and superstition, and idelatry, and

¢

.
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persecution, which he sets up, he contrives to make an image
of ancient Paganism, and more than to restore what was lost
in the cmpire by the overthrow of Paganism in the time of
Constantine : So that by these means the head of the beast
which was wounded unto death in Constantine, has his deadly
wound healed in Antichrist, Rev. xiii. 3. And the dragon
that formerly reigned in the Heathen Roman empire, being
cast out thence, after the beast with seven heads and ten horns
rises up out of the sea, gives him his power, and seat, and
great authority ; and all the world wonders after the beast.
I am far from pretending to determine the time when the
reign of Antichrist began, which is a point that has been so
much controverted among divines and expositors.- Itis cer-
tain that the 1260 days or years, which are so often in scrip-
ture mentioned as the time of the continuance of Antichrist’s
reign, did not commence before the year of Christ 479 ; be-
cause if they did, they would have ended, and Antichrist
would have fallen before now. But I shall not pretend to de-
termine precisely how long it was after this that that period
began, The rise of Antichrist was gradual. The Christian
church corrupted itself in many things presently after Con-
stantine’s time, growing more. and more ' superstitious in its
worship, by degrees bringing in many ceremonies into the
worship of God, till at length they brought in the worship of
saints, and set up images in their churches, and the clergy in
general, and especially the bishop of Rome, assumed more
and more authority to himself. In the primitive times he
was only a minister of a congregation ; then a standing mod-
erator of a presbytery ; then a diocesan bishop ; then a me-
tropolitan, which is equivalent to an archbishop ; then he was
a patriarch, then afterwards he claimed the power of univer-
sal bishop over the whole Christian church through the
world ; wherein he was opposed for a while, but afterwards
was confirmed in it by the civil power of the Emperor in the
year 606. After that he claimed the power of a temporal
prince ; and so was wont to carry two swords, to signify that
both the temporal and spiritual sword was his; and claim-
ed more and more authority, till at length he, as Christ’s
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vicegerent on earth claimed the very same power that Christ
would hive if he was present on earth, and reigned on his
throne, or the same power that belongs to God, and used to
be called God on earth ; and used to be submitted to by all
the princes bf Christendom. He claimed poyer to crown
princes, and to degrade them at his pleasure ; and this power
was owned ¢ And it came to that, that kings and e€mperors -
used to kiss his feet. The empercrs were wont to receive
their crowns at his hands, and princeés were wont to dread
the displeasure of the Pope, as they would dread a thunder-
‘bolt from heaven ; for if the Pope was pleased to excommu-~
nicate a prinhce, all his subjects were at once freed from their
allegiance to himi ; yea, and obliged not to own him any
more, on pain of excommunicatioh ; and not enly so, but any
man might kill him wherever he found him: And further,
the Pope was believed to have power to damn men at pleas~
ure ; for whoever died under his excommunication, was
looked upon as certainly damned. And several emperors
were actually déposed, and ejected, and died miserably by
his means ; ahd if the people of any state or kingdom did

not please him, he had power to lay that state or kingdom
" under an interdict, which was a sentence pronounced by the
Pope against that state or kifigdom, whereby all sacred ad-
ministrations. among them could have no validity. There
could be mno valid baptisms, or sacrameits, er prayers, or
preachihgs, or pardons, till that interdict was taken off ; so
fhat that people remained, in their apprehension, in a miser-
able, damnable state, and therefore dreaded it asthey would
a storm of fire and brimstone from heaven,” And in order to
execute his wrath on a prince or people with whom the Pope
was displeased, other princes must also be put to a great deal
of trouble and expense.

And as the Pope and his clergy robbed the people of their
ecclesiastical and civil liberties and privileges, so they also
robbed them of their estates; and drained all Christendom of
their money, and engrossed the most of their riches into their®
own coffers, by their vast revenues, besjdes pay for pardons
snd indulgences, baptisms, and extreme ungtions, deliverance.

2N
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out of purgatory, and an hundred other things....See how
well this agrees with the prophecies, 2. Thess. ii. 3, 4. Dan.
vil. 20, 21. Rev. xiii. 6, 7, and chap. xvii. 3, 4.

During this time also superstition and ignorance more and
more prevailgd. The holy scriptures by degrees were taken
out of the hands of the laity, the better to promote the un~
scriptural and wicked designs of the Pope and the clergy ;
and instead of promoting knowledge among the people, they
industriously promoted ignorance. It was a received maxim-
among them, That ignorance is the mother of devotion : And:
so great was the darkness of those times, that learning was
almost extinct in the world. The very priests themselves,
most of them were barbarously ignorant as to any commend~
able learning, or any other knowledge than their hellish craft,
in oppressing and tyrannizing over the souls of the people.
The superstition and wickedness of the church of Rome, kept
growing worse and worse till the very time of the Reforma-
tion ; and the whole Christian world were led away into this-
great defection, excepting the remains of the Christian
church in the Eastern empire that had not been utterly over--
thrown by the Turks, s the Greek church, and some others,
which were also sunk into great darkness and gross supersti~
tion, excepting also those few that were the people of God,
who are represented by the woman in the wilderness, and -
God’s two witnesses, of which more hereafter.

This is one of those two great kingdoms which the devik
in this period erected in opposition to the kingdom of Christ,
and was the greatest and chief. I come now,

(2) To speak of the other, the second, which is in many re-
spects like unto it, viz. his Mahometan kingdom, which is
another great kingdom of mighty power and vast extent, set up:
by Satén sgainst the kingdom of Christ : He set this up in.
the Eastern empire, as he did that of Antichrist in the West-
ern.

Mahomet was born in the year of Christ 570, in Arabia....
‘When he was about forty years of age, he began to give forth
that he was the great prophet of God, and began to teach his-
new invented religion, of which he was to be worshipped as
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the head next under God. He published his Alcoran, which

he pretended he received from the angel Gabriel ; and being

a subtle crafty man, and possessed of considerable wealth,
.and living among a people who were very ignorant, and great-

1y divided in their opinions of religious matters, by subtilty

and fair promises of -a sensual paradise, he gained a number

to be his followers, and set up for their prince, and propagated

his religion by the sword, and made it meritorious of paradise

to fight for him. By which means his party grew, and went

on fighting till they conquered and brought over the neighbor-

ing countries ; and so his party gradually grew #ill they over-

ran a great part of the world. First, the Saracens, who were

some of his followers, and were a people of the country of
Arabia, where Mahomet lived, about the year 700, began

dreadfully to waste the Roman empire. They overran a

great many countries belonging to the empire, and continued

their conquests for a’ long time. Fhese are supposed to be

meant by the locusts that we read of in the 9th chapter of

Revelation.

And then after this the Turks, who were originally another
people different from the Saracens, but were followers of
Mahomet, conquered all the Eastern empire. They began
their empire about the year of Christ 1296, and began to in-
vade Eurape in 1300, and took Constantinople, and so became
masters of all the Eastern empire in the year 1453, which is
near threc hundred years ago. And thus all thase cities and
countries where were those famous churches of old, that we
read of in the New Testament, as Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephe-
sus, Corinth, &c. now all became subject to the Turks. And
they took possessian of Constantinople, which was named af.
ter Constantine the Great, being made by him the head city
of the Roman empire, whereas Rome had been till then.....
These are supposed to be prophesied of by the horsemen in
the 9th chapter of Revelation, beginning with the 15th verse,
And the remains of the Christians that ate in those parts of
the world, who are mostly of the Greek church, are in miser-
gble slavery under these Turks,and treated with a great deal of -
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barbarity and cruelty, and are become mostly very ignorant
and superstitious.

‘Thus I have shown what great works of Satan were wrought
during this space of time m opposmon to the kmgdoxn of
Christ.

3. I come now to show how the church of Chnst was up-
held through this dark time.....And here,

(1) It is to be observed, that towards the former part of this
space of time, some of the nations of Christendom held out
a long time before they ‘complied with the corruptions and
usurpations of the church of Rome.Though all the world won-
dered after the beast, yet all nations did not fall in 3t once.
Many of the principal corruptions of the church of Rome
were brought in with a great deal of struggle and opposition 3
and particularly,when the Pope gave out that he was universal
bishop, many churshes greatly opposed him in it ; and it wasa
long time before they "would yield to his exorbitant claims.
And 30 when the worship of images was first brought into
the churches, there were many who greatly opposed it, and
long held out aga.mat it. ' And so with respect to other cor-
ruptions of the church of Rome. Those people that dwelt
nearer to the city of Rome complied sooner, but some that
were more remote, were a long time before they could be in-
duced to put their necks under the yoke ; and particularly
ecclesiastical history ‘gives an acéount, ‘that it was so with
great part of the churches in England and Scotland, and
France, who retained the ancient purity of doctrine and wor-
ship much’ longer than mniany others who were nearer the
chief seat of Aritichrist.

(2) In every age of this dark time, there appeared partic-
ular persons in all parts of Christendom, who bore a testimo-
ny against’ the corruptions and tyranny of the Church of

Rome. There is no one age of Aftichrist, even in the dark-
est times of all, but ecclesiastical historians mention a great
many by name who manifested 'an‘abhorrence of the Pope,
and his idolatrous worship, and pleaded for’ the ancient puri-
ty of doctrine and worshlp God was pléased to maintain an
uninterrupted succession of witnesses through the whole time,

\
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in Germany, France, Britain, and other countries ; as histo-
rians demonstrate, and mentton them by name, and give an
account of the testimony which'they held. -Many of them
were private persons, and many of them ministers, and some
.Tnagistrates, and persons of great distinction. And there were
numbers in every age who were persecuted and put to death
for this testimony.

(3) Besides these particular persons dispersed here and
there, there was a certain people, called the ~Waldenses, who
lived" separate from all the rest of the world, who kept them-
selves’ pure, a.nd constantly bore a testimony against the
church of Rome through all this dark time. The place where
they dwelt was the Vaudois, or the five valleys of Piedmont, a
very mountainous country, between Italy and France. The
place where they lived was compassed about with those ex-
ceeding high mountains called zke Alfis, which were almost
impassable. The. passage over these mountainous desert
countries, was so difficult, that the valleys where this people
dwelt were almost inaccessible. There this people lived for
many ages, as it were, alone, in a state of separation from all
the world, having very little to do with any other people.
Apd there they served God in the ancient purity of his wor-
ship, and never submitted to the church of Rome. This
place in this desert mountainous country, probably was the

* place especially meant in the 12th chapter of Revelation, 6th
verse, as the place prepared of God for the woman, that they
should feed her there during the reign of Antichrist. *

" Some of the Popish writers themselves own, that that pee-
‘ple never submitted to the church of Rome. One of the:Pop-
ish writers, speaking of the Waldenses, says, the heresy of
the Waldenses is the oldest-heresy in the world. It is sup-
posed that this people first betook themselves to this desert,
secret place among the mountains, to hide themselves from the
severity of the Heathen persecutions which were before Con-
stantine the Great. And thus the woman fled into the wilder-
ness from the face of the serpent, Rev. xii. 6. And so, verse
14. « And to the woman were given two wings of a great ea-
gle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place :
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‘Where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time,
from the face of the serpent.” - And the people being settled
there, their posterity continued there from age to age after-
wards : And being, as it were, by natural walls, as well as by
God’s grace, separated from the rest of the world, never par-
took of the overflowing corruption.

These especially were those virgins who were not defiled
with the rest of women, or when other women prostituted
themselves and were defiled ; but they kept themselves pure
for Christ alone : They followed the Lamb, their spiritual
husband, whithersoever he went : They followed him into
this hideous wilderness, Rev. xiv. 4, 5.......Their doctrine and
their worship, as there still remain accounts of them, appear
to be the same with the Protestant doctrine and warship ; and
by the confession of Popish writers, they werea people re-
markable for the strictness of their lives, for charity and oth-
er Christian virtues. They lived in external poverty in this
hideous country ; but they chose this rather than to comply
with the great corruptions of the rest of the world.

They living in so secret a place, it was a long time before
they seem to havebeen muchtaken notice of by the Romanists;
but at last falling under observation, they went out in mighty
armies against them, and fell upon them with insatiable-cru-
elty, barbarously massacring and putting'to déath men, wo-«
men, and children, with all imaginable tortures 5 and so cone -
tinued persecuting them with but little intermission for sever-
al hundred years ; by which means many of them were driv-
en out of their old habitations in the valleys‘of Piedmont, and
fled into all parts of Europe, carrying with them their doce
trine, to which many were brought over. So their persecu-
tors could not by all their cruelties extirpate the church of
God ; so fulfilling his word, «that the gates of hell' should
not prevail against it.

(4) Towards the latter part of this dark time, several noted
divines openly appeared to defend the truth, and bear testimo-
ny against the corruptions of the church of Rome, and had
many followers. The first and principal of these was a cers
tain English divine, whose name was Jokn Wickliff, who ap-
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Ppeared about 140 years before the Reformation, and strénu-
ously opposed the Popish religion, and taught the same doc-
trine that the Reformers afterwards did, and had many follow-
ers in England. He was hotly persecuted in his life time,
yet died in peace ; and after he was buried, his bones were
dug up by hig persecutors, and burnt. His followers remain«
¢d in considerable numbers in England till the Reformation,
and were cruelly persecuted, and multitudes put to death for
their religion.

Wickliff had many disciples and followers, not only i
England, but in other parts of Europe, whither his books were
carried and perticularly in Bohemia, among whom were
two eminent divines, the name of one was John Huss, the
ether’s name was Jerom, a divine belonging to Prague, the
chief city of Bohemia. These strenuously opposed the church
of Rome, and had many who adhered to them. They were
both burnt by the Papists for their doctrine ; and their follow~
ers in Bohemia were cruelly persecuted, but never extirpated
till the Reformation.

Thus having gone through this dark time: of the churchy
which is the second part of the space from Constantine the
Great to the destruction of Antichrist, I come now,

3dly. To the third part, viz. that which begins with the Re-
formation, and reaches to the present time. And here 1
would, 1. Speak of the Reformation itself ; 2. The opposition
which the devil has made to the Reformed church ; 3. What
success there has lately been of the gospel in one place and
another ; 4. What the state of things is now in the world with
regard to the chureh of Christ; and the success of his pur-
chase. )

1. Here the first thing to be taken notice of is the Refor-
mation. This was begun about 220 years ago : First in Sax«
ony in Germany, by the preaching of Martin Luther, who,
being stirred in his spirit, to see the horrid practices of the
Popish clergy, and having set himself diligently to inquire af-
ter truth, by the study of the holy scriptures, and the writings

of the ancient fathers of the church, very openly and boldly-
decried the corruptions and usurpations of the Romish church
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in his preaching and writings, and had soon a great number
that fell in with him ; among whom was the Elector of Sax-
ony, the sovereign printe of the country to whi¢h he belong-~
ed: This greatly alarméd the church of Rome ;. and it did
as it were rally all its force to oppose him and his doctrine,
and fierce wars and persecutions were raised agginst it : But

yet it went on, by the labors 6f Luthér, and Melancthon i
Germany, and Zuinglius in Switzerland, and other eminent
divines, who were cotemporary with Luther, and fell in with
him ; and particudarly Calvin, who a#ppeared something after
the beginning of the Reformation, but was one of the most
eminent Reformers. .

Many ofthe princes of Germany soon fell in with the Re-
forrued religion, and many other states and kingdoms in Eu-
rope ; as England, Scotland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, great
part of France, Poland, Lithuania, Switzerland, and the Low
Countries. So that it is thought, that heretofore about half
Christendom wer¢ of the Protestant religion ; though) since,
the Papists have gained ground : So that the Protestants now
have not so great a proportion.

Thus God began gloriously to revive his church again, and:
advance the kingdem: of his Son, after such a dismal night of
darkness as had been Before from the rise of Antichrist to that
time. There had been many endeavors used, by the witnesses’
for the truth, for a reformation before. But now, when God’s
appointed time was com¢) his work was begun, and went on
with a swift and wonderful progréss; and Antichrist, who
had been rising higher and bhigher from his very first begin-

ning till that time, was swiftly and suddenly brought down,
" and fell half way towards uttér ruin, and never has beem able
to rise again to his former height. A cértain very late €xpos-
itor (Mr. Lowman) who explains the five first vials, in the
16th chapter of Revelation, with greater probability perhaps
than any who went before him, explains the fifth vial, which
was poured out on the seat of the beast, of what came to pass
in the Reformation ; explaining the four preceding vials of
certain great judgments God brought on the Popish domin-
ions before the Reformation. It is said, Rev. xvi. 10, that
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« the 5th angel poured ont his vial on the seat of the beast ;”
in the original, it is tke throne of the beast ; « and his king+
dom was full of darkness, and they gnawed their tongues for
pain, and blaspheined the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sorés, and tépented not of their deeds.” He
poured out his vial upon the throne of the beast; i. e. on the
authprity and dominion of the Pope : So the word throne is
often used in scripture ; so 1 Kings i. 37. « As the Lord hath
been th;h my lord the kmg, even so be he with Solomon, and
make his " throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David ;” i. e. make his dominion and authority greater, and
bis kingdom more glorious.

But now, in the Reformation, the vials of God’s wrath were
paured oiit on the throne of the beast. His throne was terri-
bly shaken and diminished: The Pope’s authority and do-
winion was greatly diminishéd, both as to the extent and de-
gree. He lost, as was said before, about half his dominions.
And besides, since the Reformation, the Pope has lost great
part of that authority, even in the Popish dominions, which
he had before. He is not regarded, and his power is dreaded
in no’ measare as it was wont to be. The powers of Europe
have learned not to put their necks under the Pope s feet,as

. formerly they were wont to do.  So that he is as alion that

has lost his teeth, in‘qomparison of what he was once. And
when the Pope and his clergy, enraged to see their authority
so.diminished at the Reformation, laid their heads together,
and 3omed their forces to destroy the Reformation ; their pola
icy, which was wont to serve them so well, failed ; and they
found their kingdom full of darkness, so that they could do
nothing, any more than the Egyptians,who rose not from their
seats for three days The ‘Reformed church was defended as
Lot and the anigels were in Sedom by smiting the Sodomites
with darkness or blindness, that they could not find the door.
God then fulfilled that in Job v. 11, &c. « To set up on high
those that be low ; that those which mourn may be exalted
.to safety. He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that
their hands cannot perform their enterprise. He taketh the
‘wise in their own craftiness : And the counsel of the froward
320
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is carried headlong. They meet with darkness in the day
time, and grope in the noon day as in the night. But he sav-~
eth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and frém the
hand of the mighty.”

Those proud enemies of God’s people, being so disappoint-
ed, and finding themselves so unable to uphold their own do-
minion and authority, this made them as it were to gnaw their
tongucs for pain, or bite their tongues for mere rage.

2. I proceed therefore to show what opposition has been
made to this success of Christ’s purchase by the Reformation
by Satan and his adherents ; observing, as we go along, how
far they have been baffled, and how far they have been sucs
cessful. '

The opposition which Satan has made against the Reform>
ed religion has been principally of the following kinds, viz.
that which was made, 1, by a general council of the church of
Rome ; 2, by secret plots and devices ; 3, by open wars and
invasions ; 4, by cruel oppression and persecution ; and 5, by
bringing in corrupt opinions.

(1) The first opposition that I shall take notice of is that
which was made by the clergy of the church of Rome uniting
together in a general council. This was the famous council
of Trent, which the Pope called a little while after the Refor-
mation. Inthat council, there met together six cardinals,
thirtytwo archbishops, two hundred and twentyeight bishops,
Dbesides innumerable others of the Romish clergy. This coun=
cil, in all their sittings, including the times of intermission be-
tween their sittings, was held for twentyfive years together.
Their main business all this while was to concert measurés
for establishing the church of Rome against the Reformers,.
and for destroying the Reformation. But it proved that they
were not able to perform thcir enterprise. The Refofmed
church, notwithstanding their holding so great a council, and
for so long a time. together against it, remained, and remains.
still. So that the counsel of the froward is carried headlong,
and their kingdom is full of darkness, and they weary them-
selves to find the door, _

. Thus the church of Rome, instead of repenting of their
deeds, when- such clear light was held forth to them by Lu-
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ther, and other servants of God, the Reformers, does, by gen-
eral agreement in council, persist in their vile corruptiops and . .
wickedness, and obstinate opposition to the kingdom of
Christ. The doctrines and practices of the church of Rome,
which were chiefly condemned by the Reformed, were con-
firmed by the decrees of their council ; and the corruptions,
in many respects were carried higher than ever before ; and
they uttered blasphemous reproaches and curses against the
Reformed religion, and all the Reformed church was excom-~
municated and anathematized by them ; and so, according to
the prophecy, ¢ they blasphemed God.” Thus Ged hardep-
ed their hearts, intending to destroy them.

(2) The Papists have often endeavored to overthrow the

- Reformation by secret plots and eonspiracies. So there were

many plots against the life of Luther. The Papists were en-
gaged in contriving to despatch him, and to put him out of
their- way ; and he, as he was a very bold man, often very
much exposed himself in the cause of Christ:' But yet they
were wonderfully prevented frogl hurting him, and he at last
died in his bed in peace. And so there have been from time
to time innumerable schemes secretly laid for the overthrow
of the Protestant religion ; among which, that which seems
to be most considerable, and which seemed to be the most
likely to have taken effect, was that which was in the time of .
King James II. of England, which is within the memory of
many of us. There was at that time a strong conspiracy be-
tween the King of England and Lewis XIV, of France, who
were both Papists, to extirpate the Northern heresy, as they
called the Protestant religion, not only out of England, but
outof all Europe ; and had laid their schemes so, that they
seemed to be almost sure of their purpose. They looked up-
on it, that if the Reformed religion were suppressed in the

" British realms, and in the Netherlands, which were the

strongest part, and chief defence of the Protestant interest,
they should have easy work with the rest. And just as their
matters seemed to be come to a head, and their enterprise -
ripe for execution, God, in his providence, suddenly dashed
21l their schemes in pieces by the Revolution, at the coming
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in of King William and Queen Mary ; by which all their dex
signs were at an end ; and the Protestant interest was moro
strongly established, by the crown of England’s being estab-
lished in the Protestant house of Hanover, and a Papist beinigy
by the constitution of the nation, for ever rendered incapable
of wearing the crown of England. Thus they groped in dark-
ness at noon day as in the night, and their hands could not
perform their enterprise, and their kmgdom was fall of darkr
ness, and they gnawed their tongues for pain.

After this, there was a deep design laid to bring the same
thing to pass in the latter end of Queen Anné’s reign, by the
bringing in of the Popish pretender ; which was no less sid-
denly and totally baffled by divine Providence ; as the plots -
againstthe Reformation, by bunglng in the pretender, have
been from time to time.

(3) The Reformation has often been opposed by open wars
and invasions. - So in the beginning of the Reformation, the
Emperor of Germany, to suppress the Reformation, declared
war with the Duke of Saxony, and the principal men who fa-
vored and received Luther’s doctrine. But they could not
obtain their end ; they could not suppress the Reformation.
For the same end, the King of Spain maintained a long war
with Holland and the Low Countries in the century before last.
But those cruel wars issued greatly to the disadvantage of the
Romish church,as they occasioned the setting up of one of the
most powerful Protestant states in Europe,which next to Great
Britain, is the chief barrier of the Protestant religion. And
the design of the Spanish invasion of England in Queen Eliz-
abeth’s time, was to suppress and root out the Reformed re-
ligion ; and therefore they brought in their fleet all manner
of instruments of cruelty wherewith to torture the Protestants -
who would not renounce the Pratestant religion. But their
deSIg‘n was totally baffled, and theu‘ mighty fieet in a great
measure ruined.

(4) Satan has opposed the Reformation with cruel persecu~
tions. The persecutions with which the “Protestants in one
kingdom and another have been persecuted by the church of
Rome, have in many respects been far beyond any of the
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Feathen persecutions which were before Constantine the
Ereat; and beyond all that ever were before. So that Antj-
christ lms proved the greatest and cruelest enemy to the
ehurch of Christ that ever was in the world, in this,-as well as
in all other respects ; agresably to the description given of
the church of Rome, Rev. xwi. 6. ¢ And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the
martyfs of Jesus.” And, chap. xviii. 34. « And in her was
found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that
were slain upon the earth.”.

" The Heathen persecutions had been very dreadful; but
now persecution by the church of Rome was improved and
studied, and culuvated as an art or science. Such waysof
affficting and’ tormem;ng were found out, as are beyond the
thought and invention of ordinary men, or men who are un-
studied in those things, and beyond the invention of all former
ages. And that persecution might be managed the more ef-
fectually, there were certain societies of men established in
various parts of the Popish domxmons, whose business it
should be to study, and Jmprove. and practise persecution in
its highest perfecuon, which are those societies called zhe
courts of inquisition. A reading of the particular histories of
the Romish persecution, and their courts of inquisition, will
give that idea which a few words cannot express.

‘When the Reformauon bcgan the beast with seven heads
and ten horns began to rage in a dreadful manner. After the
Beformation, the church of Rome renewed its persecution of
the poor Waldenses, and great multitudes of them were cru-
ellytertured and put todeath, Soon after the Reformation there
‘were terrible persecutions in various parts of Germany ; and
especially in Bohemia,which lasted for thirty years together ;
in which so much. blood was shed for the sake of religion,
that a'certain writer compares it to the plenty of waters of the
great rivers of Germany. The countries of Poland, Lithua-
wia, and Hunpary, were in like manner deluged with Protest-
ant bicod.

By means of these and other cruel persecutions, the Pro-
gestant religion was in a great measure suppressed in Bohe~
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mia, and the Palatinate, and Hungary, which before were as it
were Protestant countries. Thus was fulfilled what was fore-
told of the little horn, Dan. vii. 20, 21. —and of the temn
horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up,
and before whom three fell, even of that horn that had eyes,
and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was
more stout than his fellows. Ibeheld, and the same horn
made war with the saints, and prevailed against them.” And
what was foretold of the beast having seven heads and ten
horns, Rev. xiii. 7. « And it was given unto him to make
war with the saints, and to overcome them : And power was
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, gnd nations.”

Also Holland and the other Low Countries were for many
years a scene of nothing but the most affecting and amazing

cruelties, being deluged with the blood of Protestants, under -

‘the merciless harids of the Spaniards, to whom they were
thenin subjection. But'in this persecution the devilin a
great measure failed of his purpose ; as it issued ip a great
part of the Netherlands casting off the Spanish yoke, and set-
ting up a wealthy and powerful Protestant state, to the great
defence of the Protestant cause ever since.

France also is another country, which, since the Reforma-
tion, in some respects, perhaps more than any other, has

been a scene of dreadful cruelties suffered by the Protestants -

there. After many cruelties had been exercised towards the
Protestants in that kingdom, there was begun a persecution
of them in the year 1571, in the reign of Charles IX. King of
France. It began with a cruel massacre, wherein'70,000 Pro-
testants were slain in a few days time, as the King boasted :
And in all this persecution, he slew, as is supposed, 300,000
martyrs. And it is reckoned, that about this time, within
thirty years, there were martyred in this kingdom, for the
Protestant religion, 39 princes, 148 counts, 234 barons,
147,518 gentlemen, and 760,000 of the common people.

But all these persecutions were, for exquisite cruelty, far
exceeded by those which followed in the reign of Lewis
X1V. which indeed are supposed to exceed all others that
ever have been ; and being long continued, by reason of the

e
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long reign of that king, almost wholly extirpated the Protes-

tant religion out of that kingdom, where had been before a
multitude of famous Protestant churches all over the king-
dom. Thus it was given to the beast to make war with the
saints, and to overcome them.

There was also a tetrible persecution in England in Queen
Mary’s time, wherein great numbers in all parts of the king-
dom were butnt alive. And after this, though the Protestant
religion has been for the most part established by law in Eng=~
land, yet there have been very severe persecutions by the
high church men, who symbolize in many things with the
Papists. Such a persecution was that which occasioned our
forefathers to flee from their native country, and to come and
settle in this land, which was then an hideous howling wilder-
ness: And these persecutions were continued with little in-
termission till King William came to the throne.

‘Scotland has also been the scene, for many years together,
of cruelties and blood by the hands of high churchmen, such
as came very little short of the Popish persecution in Queen
Mary’s days, and in many things much exceeded it, which
continued till they were delivered by King William.

- Ireland also has been as it were overwhelmed with Protes-
tant blood. In the days of King Charles I. of England, above
200,000 Protestants were cruelly murdered in that kingdom
in a few days ; the Papistsby a secret agreement, rising all
over the kingdom at an appointed time, intending to kill ev-
ery Protestant in the kingdom at orice.

Besides these there have been very cruel persecutions in
Italy, and Spain, and other places, which I shall not stand to
relate.

Thus did the devil and his gréat minister Antichrist, rage
with such violence and cruelty against the church of Christ !
And thus did the whore of Babylon make herself drunk with
. the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus! And thus by these
persecutions, the Protestant church has been much diminish-
ed ! Yet with all have they not been able to prevail ; but still
the Protest ant church is upheld, and Christ fulfils his prom-
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ise, « That the gites of hell shall not prévail against hxs
chureh.”

(5) The last kind of opposmon that Satan has made to the
Reformation is by corrupt opinions. Satan has opposed the
light of the gospel which shone forth in the Reformation
with many cortupt opinions, which he has brought inand
propagated in the world.

And bere in the first place, the first opposition of this kind .
was by raising up the sect of the Anabaptists, which began a-
bont four or five years after the Reformation itself began....
This sect, as it first appeared in Germany, were vastly more
extravagant than the present Anabaptists are in England.
They held a great many exceeding corrupt opinions. One’
tenet of theirs was, That there ought to be no civil authorityy
and so that it was Iawfnl to rebel against civil authority. And
on this principle, they refused to submit to magistrates, or’
any human laws ; and gathered together im vast armies, to’
defend themselves against their civil rulers, and put all Ger-
nany into an uproar, and so kept it for some time.

The next opposition of this kind to the Reformation was
that which was made by enthusiasts. Those are called en~’
thusiasts who falsely pretend to be nspired By the Holy
Ghost as thé prophets were. These began in Germanyy,
about ten years after Lather began the Reformation ; and
there arose various sects of them who were exceeding wild
and extravagant. The foHowers of these are the Quakers in
England, and other parts of the British dominions.

The next to these were the Socinians; who had their begfn-’
ning chiefly in Poland, by the teaching of twomen ; the
name of the one was Lelius Socinus, of the other Faustus
.Socinus. They held that Christ ‘7as a mere man, and dented
Christ’s satisfaction, and most of the fandamental doctrines of
the Christian religion. Their heresy has since been greatly
propagated among Protestants i Poland, Germany, Holland,
England, and other p'aces.

After these arose the Arminians. These first appeared in
Holland .about 130 years ago. They take their name from
& Dutchman, whose name was Jacobus Van Harmin, which,
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turned into Latin is called Jacopus. Arminius ; and from bis
nhme the whole sect are called Armpﬁpae This Jacobug,
Arminius was first 4 minister 3t Amsterdam, and then a pro~
fessor of divinity inthe University of Leyden. He had ma-
Ry followers in Holland: There was upan. this 2 synod of all
the Reformed churches ¢alléd tegether, who met at Dort, in
Holland. The syned of Dort condemned them ; but yet they
spread apd prevailed. They began to prevail in England ip
. the reign of Charles I, éspecially in the church of England.
The church of England diyines before thaty were almogt uni-
versally Calvipists ; but since that, Armipiepism has gradn~
ally more and -more prevailed, till they are become almost
universally Arminians. And not only so, but Arminianism,
hgs greatly preyailed amopg the Dissenters, and has spread
greatly in New England, as well as Old. . :
. Singe this, Ariapjsm hgs been received, As I told-you be-
fave, Arianism, a little after Copstantine’s time, almost swal-
lowed up the Christian world, like a fipod opt of the mouth
of the serpent which threatened to swallow up the woman.....
And of Iyte years this heresy has beep reyived in Epgland,
and greatly prevails there, both in the church of England,
and among Dissenters.  These hold that Christ is byt a mere
creature ; though they grant that he is the greatest of all crea-
tyres.

Again, another thing which has of late exceedingly pre«
vajled among Pratestgnts, and especiglly in England, js Dee
ism. The Peists wholly cast off the Christian religion, ang
are professed infidels. They ar¢ not like the Heretics; Arie
ans, Socinians, and athers, who own the scriptures to be the
word of God, and hold the Christian religion to be the true re~
ligiop, but only deny these and these fundamental doctrines
of the Christian religion : They deny the whale Christian
religion. Indeed they own the being of God ; but deny that
Christ was the son of God, and say he was a mere cheat ;
and so they say all the prophets and apostles were : And
they deny the whele scripture. They deny that any of it js
the word of God. They deny any revealed. religion, or any
word of God at all ; and say that God bas given mankind ng

2P
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other light to walk by but their own reason. These sentiments
and opinions our nation, which is the principal nation of the
Reformation, is very much overrun with, and they prevail
fnore and more.

Thus much concerning the oppositioh that Satan has made

against the Reformation. ,
* 3.1 proceed now to show what success the gospel has more
Iately had, or what success it has had in these later times of the
Reformed church. This success.may be reduced to these
three heads : 1. Reformation in doctrine and worship in
countries called Christian : 2. Propagation of the gospel a-
mong the Heathen : 3. Revival of religion in the power and
practice of it.
"(1) As to the first, viz. Reformation in doctrine, the most
considerable success of the gospel that has been of late of
this kind has beeén in the empire of Muscovy, which is a coun-
try of vast extent. The people of this courntry, so many of
them as call themselves Christians, professed to be of the
Greek church ; but were barbarously ignorant, and very su-
perstitious till of late years. Their late Emperor Peter the
Great, who reigned till within these twenty years, set himself
to reform the people of his domihions, and took great pains
to bring them out of their darkness and to have them instruct-
ed in religion. And to that end, he set up schools of learn-
ing, and ordered the Bible to be printed in the language of
the countty, and made a law that every family should keep

the holy scriptures in their houses; and. that every person -

should be able to read the same, and that no persons should
be allowed to marry till they were able to read the scriptures:
He also reformed the churches of his country of many of
their superstitions,whereby the religion professed and practis-
ed in Muscovy; is much nearer to that of the Protestants than
formerly it used to be. This emperor gave great encourage-
ment to the exercise of the Protestant religion in his domin-
jons. And since that, Muscovy has become a land of light,
in comparison of what it was before. Wonderful alterations
have been brought about in the face of rehglon for the better
within these fifty years past.
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(2) As tothe second kind of success which the gospel has
lately had, viz. its propagation among the Heathen, I would
take notice of three things. .

[1] The propagation there has been of the gospel among
the Heathen here in America. This American continent on
which we live; which is a very great part of the world, and,
together with its neighboring ‘seas adjoining, takes up one
side of the globe, was wlolly unknown to all Christian nations
till these later times. It was not known that there was any
such part of the world, though it was very full of people ; and
therefore here the devil had the people that inhabited this
part of the world as it were secure to himself, out of the reach
of the light of the gospel, and so out of the way of moles-
tation in his dominion over them. And here the many pa-
tions of Indians worshipped him as God from age to age,
while the gospel was confined to the opposite side of the
globe. Itisa thing, which, if I remember right, I have some-
where lit of, as probably supposed, from some remaining ac-
counts of things, that the occasion of the first peopling Amer-

Jica was this, that the devil, being alarmed and surprized by
the wonderful success of the gospel which there was the firgt

three hundred years after Christ, and by the downfal of the

Heathen empire in the time of Constantine ; and seeing the

. gospel spread so fast, and fearing that his Heathenish king-
.dom would be wholly overthrown through the world, led
.away apeople from the other continent into America, that
they might be quite out of the reach of the gospel, that here he

+ might quietly possess them, and reign over them as their god.
It is what many writers give an account of, that some of the
nations of Indians, when the Europeans first came into Amer-
ica, had a tradition among them, that their god first led them
into this continent, and went before them, in an ark.

‘Whether this was so or not, yet it is certain that.the devil

did here quietly enjoy lis dominion over the poor nations of
Indians for many ages. But in later times God has sent the
-gospel into these parts of the world, and now the Christian
church is set up here in New England, and in other parts of
America, where before had been nothing but the grossest
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¥eathérhsh darkiiesk. Great part of Ametiea is now fall of
Bibles, and full bf 4t least the form. of the woiship of the trué
God, and Jesus Christ, where the natiie of Christ before had
hot beeti heatd of for thany ages; if at all. And though there
fias been but @ $imall propagatioh of the goypel among thé
Heathen here, ih comparison of what werk to b Wished for ;
yet there has beet sométhiing worthy to be taken hotice of.....
There #as something remarkable in the first times of New
England, abd soitiethihg remarkable has appearéd of late herd,
and in other patts of America among mahy Tndians, of an it
clination to be itiitracted in the Chiristian refigiot.

And however small the propagation of the gbspel aimong
the Hedthen here ih Aimetica has been hitherts, yet I think
wé thay well ook upoh the distovery of so greft 4 part of thé
Wworld as Americd; and bringing. the gospel initb it, as one
thing by which divihe providence is prepating the way for
the future glorious titiies of the thutth ; when Satan’s kihg-
dornh shall be overthrown, net only throaghout the Romah
&mpire, but throughout the whole habitable globe, on every
side, and on all its cohtinents. ¥WWhen thiée tires come, then
doubtless the gospel, which is alréatly drought over into A-
‘mertica, shall have glorious success,'and 41} the inthabitants of
this fiew discoveréd wotld, shall Bécome subjects 6F the king-

“dom of Christ; ds well as all the 6ther ends of the ¢arth ; and
inall prbbabﬁhty providence has s6 ordeted it, that the marin-
er’s cotiipass, fwhich i ah invention of later times, whereby

inen‘are endbled to sail over the widest ockan, when before -

they durst not vénture far from lahd, should prove a prepara-
tion for What God intends to bring to pass in the glorious times
of the church, viz. 1he Sending forth the gospel whetever any

of the children of men dwell, how far soever off, and however )

separated by wide o¢eans Trom thoseé parts 'of the world which
are already Christiinized.
(2) There has of lite years been a very dohsiderable prop-
“agatior. of the gospel amrong the Heathen in the dominions
of Muscovy. Ihave already observed the reformation which
there has lately been among those who afe chlled Christiane
“there : But I now speak of the Heathen. Great part of the

"
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‘vast dominions of the Emperor of Muscovy are gross Heath-

ens. The greatér part of Great Tartary, a Heathen country,
has ih later times been brought under the Muscovite govern-
ment ; and there have been of late great numbers of those
Heatheh who have rencunced their Heathenism, and have
:embraced the Christian religion.

{3] There has been lately a vety considerable propagation
of the Christian religion among the Heathen in the East In-
dies ; particularly, many, ih a country in the East Indies cal-
led Melabar, have béen brought over to the Christian Protes-
tant religion, chiefly by the labors of certain missionaries
sent thither to instruct them by the King of Denmark, who
Jhave brought over many Heathens to the Christian faith, and
have set up schools among them, and a printing press, to print.
Bibles and other books for their instruction, in their own lan-
‘guage, with great success,

(3) The last kind of success which there has lately been of

. the gospel, which I shall take notice of, is the revivals of the

powerand practice of religion which have lately been. And
here I shall take notice of but two instances.

1] There has not long since been a remarkable revival of
the power and practice of refigion in Saxony in Germany,
through the endeavors of an eminent divine there, whose
name was August Herman Frank, professor of divinity at
#1all in Saxony, who, being a person of eminent charity, the
great work that God wrought by him, began with his setting
on foot a charitable design. It began only with his placing
an alms box at his study door, into which some poor mites
were thrown, whereby books were bought for the instruction
of the poor. And God was pleased so wonderfully to smile
on his design, and so to pour out a spirit of charity on people
there on that occasion, that with their charity he was enabled

“in-a little time to erect public schools for the instruction of

poor children, and an orphan house for the supply and instruc-
tion of the poor ; so that at last it came to that, that near five
hundred children were maintained and instructed in learning
and ‘plety by the charity of others ; and the number continu-
_cd to mcreasg more and more for many years, and till the



310 WORK OF REDEMPTION.- [Prriop IIL:

last account I have seen. This was accompanied with a- won-
derful reformation and revival of religion, and a spirit of pie-
ty, in the city and university of Hall ; and thus it continued.
“Which also had great influence in many other places in Ger-
many. Their example seemed remarkably to stir up multi-
tudes to their imitation.

[2] Another thing, which it would be ungrateful in us not
to take notice of) is that remarkable pouring out of the Spirit
of God which has been of late in this part of New England,
of which we, in this town, have had such a share. Butit is
needless for me particularly to describe it, it being what you
have so lately been eye witnesses to, and I hope mulutudes of
you sensible of the benefit of. .

Thus I have mentioned the more remarkable instances of
the success which the gospel has lately bhad in the world.

4. I procced now to the last thing that was proposed to be
considered relating to the success of Christ’s redemption dur-
ing this space, viz. what the state of things is now in the world
with regard to the church of Christ, and the success of Christ’s’
. purchase. And this I would do, by showing how things are
now, compared with the first times of the Reformation. And,
1. I would show wherein the state of things is altered for the
worse ; and, 2. How it is altered for the better. '

(1) I would show wherein the state of thingsis altered
from what it was in the beginning of the Reformatxon, for the
worse ; and it is so especially in these three respects.

[1] The reformed church is much diminished. The Re-
formation in the former times of it, as was observed before,
was supposed to take place through one half of Christendom,
excepting the Greek church, or that there were as many Pro-
testants as Papists. But now it is not so; the Protestant
church is much diminished. Heretofore there have been
multitudes of Protestants in France ; many famous Protestant
churches were all over that country, who used to meet togeth-
erin synods, and maintain a very regular discipline ; and
great part of that kingdom were Protestants. The Protestant
church of France was a great part of the glory of the Reforma-
tion. But now it is far otherwise : Thi schurch is all broken to
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pieces and scattered. The Protestant religion is almost whol-
ly rooted out of that kingdom by the cruel persecutions which
have been there, and there are now but very few Protestant as-
semblies in all that kingdom. The Protestant interest is also
greatly diminished in Germany. There were several sov-
ereign princes there formerly who were Protestants, whose
successors are now Papists ; as particularly, the Elector Pal-
atine, and the Elector of Saxeny. The kingdom of Bohe-
mia was formerly a Protestant kingdom, but is now in the
hands of the Papists : And so Hungary was formerly a Pro-
testant country ; but the Protestants there have been greatly
reduced, and in a great measure subdued, by the persecutions
that have been there. And the Protestant interest has no

\

way remarkably gained ground of late of the church of Rome.

[2] Another thing wherein the state of things is altered for
the worse from what was in the former times of the Reforma-
tion, is the prevailing of licentiousness in principles and opin-
jons. There is not now that spirit of orthodoxy which there

was then : There is very little appearance of zeal for the

mysterious and spiritual doctrines of Christianty ; and they
never were so ridiculed, and had in contempt, as they are in
the present age ; and especially in England, the principal
kingdom of the Reformation. In this kingdom, those princi-
ples, on which the power of godliness depends, are in a great
measure exploded ; and Arianism, and Socinianism, and Ar-
minianism, and Deism, are the things which prevail, and
carry almost all before them. And particularly history gives
no account of any age wherein there was so great an apostacy
of those who had been brought up under the light of the gos-
pel, to infidelity ; never was there such a casting off of the
Christian, and all revealed religion ; never any age wherein
was, so much scoffing at, and ridiculing the gospelo f Christ,
by those who have been brought up under gospel light, nor
- any thing like it, as there is at this day.

[3] Another thing wherein things are altered for the worse,
is, that there is much less of the prevalency of the power of
godliness, than there was at the beginning of the Reforma-
tion. There was a glorious outpouring of the Spirit of God
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that accompanied the first Reformation, not only to convert

multitudes in so short a time from Papery to the true religion,-
but to turn many to God and true godliness. Religion glari-’
ausly flourished in one country and anpther, 3s most remark-
ably appeared in those times of terrible persecution, which

have already been spoken of. But now there is an exceeding

great decay of vital piety ; yea, it seems to be despised, cal-

led enthusiam, whimsy, and fanaticiem. Those who are truly

religious, are commonly looked upon to be crack brzined, and

beside their right mind ; and vice and profaneness dreadfully

prevail, like a flood which threatens to bear down all beforg

it.......But I proceed now to show,

(2) In what respect things are gltered for the better front
what they were in the first Reformation. ‘

[1] The power and influence of the Pope is much dimin-~
ished. Although, since the former times of the Reformation,
he has gained ground in extent of dominion ; yet he has lost
in degree of influence. The vial which, in the beginning of
the Reformation was poured out on the throne of the beast,
to the great diminishing of his power and authority in the
world, has continued running ever since. The Pope, soon
after the Reformation, became Jess regarded by the princes
of Europe than he had been before ; and so be has been since;,
less and less. Many of the Popish princes themselves seem:
now to regard him very little more than they think will serve
their own designs ; of which there have been several remark,
able proofs and instances of late.

[2] There s far less persecution now than there was in the
first times of the Reformation. You have heard already hovw
dreadfully persecution raged in the former times of the Re-
formation ; and there is something of it still. Some parts of
the Protestant church are at this day under persecution, and
so probably will be till the day of the church’s suffering and.
travail is at an end, which will not be till the fall of Antichrist..
But it is now in no measure as it was heretofore. There does
not seem to be the same spirit of persecution prevailing ;
it is become more out of fashion even among the Popish
princes. The wickedness of the enemies of Christy and the
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opposition agamst his cause, seem to run in another channel.
The humor now is, to despise and laugh at all religion ; and
there seems to be a spirit. of indifferency about it. However,
so far the state of things is better than it has been, that theve
is so much less of pérsecution. ‘ ’

.. [3] Theré is a great increase of leammg In the dark
tlmes of Popery before the Reformation, learning was so far
decayéd; that the world seemed to be overrun with barbarous
ignoranee. . Their very priests were mary of them grossly
ignorant. Learning began to revive with the Reformation,
whlch was qwing vety much to theé art of prmtmg, which was
mvented a little before the Reformation ; and since that, leam-
ing has increased more and more, and at this day is undoubt-
edly raised to vastly a greater height than eyer it was before :
And though no good use is made of it by the greater part of
learned men, yet:the increase of learning. in itself is a thing to'
be rejoiced in, because it is a good, and, if duly applied, an
excellént handmaid to dw}mty, and is 4 talent whichyif God
gives men an heart; affords them a great advantage to do
great things for the adyancemerit of the kingdom of Christ,
and the good of the souls of men. That learning and knowl~
edge should greatly increase before the glorious times, seéms
to be foretold, Dan. xii. 4. « But thou, O Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end : Many
shall run to and fro;-and knowledge, shall be increased.” And
however little how learning is applied to thé advancement of
rehglon .yet we may hope that the days are approaching,
wherein God will make great use of it for the advancement
of the kingdom of Christ.

God in his providence now seems to be actmg over agai .
the same part which he did a_little tirve before Christ came. °
The age wherein Christ came into the world, was an age where-
in learning greatly prevailed, and was at a greater height than
éver it had been before ; and yet wickednéss hever prevailed
more than then: God was pleased to suffer human learning
10 come to such a height before he sent forth the gospel into
the world, that the world might see the insufficiency of all
their own wisdom for the obtaining the knowledge of God,

2Q
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without the gospel of Christ, and the teachings of his Spirit =

And then, after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wis-
dom knew not God, it pleased God, by the foolishness of
preaching, to save them that believe. And when the gospel
came to prevail first without the help of man’s wisdom, then

God was pleased to make use of learning as an handmaid. So-
now learning is at a great height at this day in the world, far

beyond what it was in the age when Christ appeared ; and
now the world, by their learning and wisdom, do not know

God ; and they seem to wander in darkness, are miserably

deluded, stumble and fall in matters of religion, as in mid-

night darkness. Trusting to their learning, they grope in the
day time as in the night. Learned men are. exceedingly di-
vided in their opinions concerning the matters of religion,.
run into all manner of  corrupt opinions, and pernicious and

foolish errors. They scorn to submit their reason to divine
revelation, to belteve any thing that is above their comprehen-
sion ; and so, being wise in their own eyes, they become fools,
and even vain in their imagmations, and turn the truth of God .
into a lie, and their foolish hearts are darkened. See Rom.

¥ 21. &c.

But yet, when God has-sufficiently shown men the insuffi-
ciency of human wisdom and learning for the purposes of re-
ligion, and when the appointed time comes for that glorious
-outpouring of the Spirit of God, when he will himself by his
own immediate influence enlighten men’s minds ; then may
we hope that God will make use of the great increase of
learning as an handmaid to religion, as a means of the glori-
ous advancement of the kingdom of his Son. Then&hall hu-
man learning be subservient to the understanding of the scrip-~
tures, and to a clear explanation and a-glorious defence of the
doctrines of Christianity. And there is no doubt to be made -
of it, that God in his providence has of late given the world
the art of printing, and such a great increase of learning, to-
prepare for what he designs to accomplish for his church in.
the approaching days of its prosperity. And thus the wealth.
of the wicked is laid up for the just, agreeable to Prov. xiii. 22..
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Havine now shown how the work of redemption has been
«carried on from the fall of man to the present time, before I
proceed any further, I would make some AppricATION.

1. From what has been said, we may see great evidence of
the truth of the Christian religion, and that the scriptures are
the word of God. There are three arguments of this, which
1 shall take notice of, which may be drawn from ‘what has
been said. .

(1) It may be argued from that violent and inveterate op-
position there has always appeared of the wickedness of the.
world against this religion. The religion that the church of
God has professed from the first founding of the church after
the fall to this time, has always been the same. Though the
dispensations: have been altered, yet the religion which the.
church has professed has always, as to its essentials, been the
same. The church of God, from the beginning, has been
ome society. The Christian church which has been since
Christ’s ascension, is manifestly the same society continued,
with the church, that was before Christ came. The Christian

‘church is grafted on their root : They are built on the same
foundation. The revelation on which both have depended, is
essentially the same : For as the Christian church is built on
the holy scriptures, so was the Jewish church, though now
the scriptures be enlarged by the addition of the New Testa-
ment ; but still it is essentially the same revelation with that
which was given in the Old Testament, only the subjects of
divine revelation are now more clearly revealed in the New
Testament than they were in the Old. But the sum and sub-
stance of both the Old Testament and New, is Christ and his
redemption. The religion of the church of Israel, was essen-
tially the same religion with that of the Christian church, as
evidently appears from what has been said. The groundwork
of the religion of the church of God, both before and since
Christ has appeared, is the same great scheme of redemption
by the Sen of God ; ‘and so the church that was before the Is-
raelitish church, was still the same society, and it was essen-
tially the same religion that was professed and practised in it.
‘Thas it was from Noah to Abraham, and thus it was beforg
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the flood. And this society of men thatis called the church,
has always been built on the foundation of those revelations
which we have in the scriptures, which have always been es-
sentially the same, though gradually increasing. The church
before the flood, was built ‘on the foundation of those revela-
tlons of Christ which were given to Adam, and Abel, and
Enoch, of which we have an account in the former chapters
of Genesis, and others of the like import. The church after
the flood, was built on the foundation of the revelations made
to Noah and Abraham, to Melchisedeck, Isaac, and Jacob, to
Joseph, Job, and other hol'y men, of whom we have an account
in the scriptuges, or other revelations that were to the same
purpose. And after this the church depended on the scrip-
tures themselves as they gradually increased ; so that the
¢hurch of God has always been built on the foundation of di-
vine revelation, and always on those revelations that ‘were es-
sentially the "same, and which are summarily comprehended
in the holy scriptures, and gver since about Moses’s timeg
have been built on the scriptures themselves.

" So that the opposition which has been made to the church
of God in all ages, has always been against the same religion,
and the same revelation. Now therefore the violent and per-
petual opposition that has ever been made by the corruption
and wickedness of mankind against this church, is a strong ar-
gument of the truth of this religion, and this revelation, upon
which this church has always been built. Contraries are well
argued one from another.. We may well and safely argue,
that a thing is good, according to the 'degree of opposition in
which it stands to evil, or the degree in which evil opposes it,
and is an enemy to it. 'We may well argue, . that a ‘thing is
light, by the great enmity which darkness has to it. Now it
is evident, by the things which'you have heard concerning
the church of Christ, and that holy religion of Jesus Christ
which it has professed, that the wickedness of the world has
had a perpetual hatred to it, and has made most violent oppo-
sition against it. ’
~ That the church of God has always met with great opposi-
tion in thé world, none can deny. This is plain by profane
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history as far as that reaches ; and before that, divine history
gives us the same account. The church of Godyand its religs
ion and worship, began to be opposed in Cain’s and Abels
time, and was so when the earth was filled with violence in
Noah’s time. * And after this how was the church opposed in
Egypt ! And how was the church of Israel always hated by the
nations round about, agreeable to that in Jer. xii.9. « Mine
heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about
are against her.” And after the Babylonigh captivity, how
was this church persecuted by Antiochus, Epiphanes and oth-
ers ! And how was Christ persecuted when he was on earth !
- And how were the apostles and other Christians persecuted
by the Jews before the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ror
mans ! How violent were that people against the church !
And howdreadful was the opposition of the Heathen world a-
gainst the Christian church after this before Constantine! How
great was their spite agamst the true religion ! And since that,
how yet more violent, and spiteful, and cruel, has been the
opposition of Antichrist against the church !

‘There is no other such instance of epposition. History
gives no account of any other body of men that have been so
hated, and so maliciously and insatiably parsued and pésecut-
ed, ner any thing like it. - No other religion ever was so ma-

- ligned age after age. The nations of other professions have
enjoyed their religions in peace and quietness, however they
‘have differed from their neighbors. One nation has worship-

* ped one sort of gods, and others another, without molesting
or disturbing one another about it. All the spite and opposi-
tion has been against this religion,which the church of Christ
has professed. All other religions have seemed to show an
iraplacable enmity to his ; and men have seemed to have,
from one age to another, such a spite against it, that they
-have seemed as though they could never satisfy their cruelty.
.They put their inventions upon the rack to find out torments
that should be cruel enough ; and yet, after all, never seemed
#o be satisfied. Their thirst has never been satisfied with
blood. "’ ’
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So that thisis out of doubt, that this religion, and these
scriptures have always been malignantly opposed in the world.
The only question that remains. is, What it is that has made
this opposition ? Whether or not it has been good or bad 2
Whether it be the wickedness and corruption of the world,
or not, that has done this ? But of this there can be no greater
doubt than of the other, if we consider how causeless this
cruelty has always been, who the opposers have been, and
the manner in which they have opposed. The opposition has
" chiefly been from Heathenism and Popery ; which things
certainly are evil. They are both of them very evil, and the
fruits of the blindness, corruption, and wickedness of men, as
the very Deists themselves confess. The light of mature
shows, that the religion of Heathens, consisting in the wer-
ship of idols, and sacrificing their children to them, and in
obscene and abominable rites and ceremonies, is wickedness.
And the superstitions, and idolatries, and nsnrpa.twns of the
church of Rome, are no less contrary to the light of nature.
By this, it appears that this opposition which has been made
against the church of Ged, has been made by wicked men.
And with regard to the opposition of the Jews in Christ's and
the apostle’s times, it was in a most corrupt time of that
nation, when the people were generally become exceeding
wicked, as some of the Jewish writers themselves, as Jose-
phus and others, who lived about that time, do expressly
say. And that it has been mere wickedness that has made
this opposition, is manifest, from the manner of opposition,
the extreme violence, injustice, and cruelty, with which the
church of God has been treated. It seems to shew the hand
of malignant infernal spirits in it.

Now what reason can be assigned, why the corruption

and wickedness of the world should so implacably set itself
against this religion of Jesus Christ, and against the scrip-
tures, but only that they are contrary to -wickedness, and con-
sequently are good and holy ? Why should the enemies of
Christ, for so many thousand years together, manifest such a
mortal hatred of this religion, but only that it is the cause of
God ? If the scriptures be not the word of God, and the re-
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liéion of the church of Christ, be not the true religion, then
it must follow, that it is a most wicked religion ; nothing
but a pack of lies and abominable delusions, invented by the
‘enemies of God themselves. And if this were so, it is not
likely that the enemies of God, and the wickedness of the
world, would have mamtamed such a perpetual and implaca-
‘ble enmity against it.

(2) Itis a great argument that the Christian church and
its religion is from God, that it has been upheld hitherto
through all the opposition and dangers it has passed through.
"That the church of God and the true religion, which has been:
so continually and violently opposed, with so many endeavors:
to overthrow it, and which bas so often been brought to the
brink of ruin, and almost swallowed up, through the greatest
part of six thousand years, has yet been upheld, does most
temarkably show the hand of God m favor of the church.. If
we consider it, it will appear one of the greatest wonders and
miracles that ever came to pass. There is nothing else like
it upon the face of the earth. There is no other society of’
men that has stood as the church has. "As to the old world.
which was before the flood, that was overthrown by a deluge
of waters ; but yet the church of God was préserved. Sa-
tan’s visible kingdom on earth was then once entirely over-
thrown ; but the visible kingdom of Christ never has been
overthrown. All those ancient human kingdoms and mon-
archies of which we read, and which have bgen in former
ages, they are long since eome to an end. Those kingdoms:
‘'of which we read in the Old Testament, of the Moabites, the
Ammonites, the Edomites, &c. they are all long ago come to-
anend. Those four great monarchies of the world have

. been overthirown, one after another. The ‘great empire of

proud Babylon was overthrown by the Persians ; and then the
Persian empire¢ was overthrown by the Greeks ; after this:
the Grecian empire was overthrown by the Romans ; and,
finally, the Roman empire fell a sacrifice to various barbarous:
nations. Here is a remarkable fulfilment of the words of
the text with respect to other things, even the greatest and:
most glorious of them : They have alt grown old and have van~
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ished away : « The moth has eaten them up like a garmenty
and the worm has eaten them like, wool ;” butyet God’s
church remains.

Never were there 50 many and so potent endeavors to de-’
stroy any thing else, as there have been to destroy the church.
Other kingdoms and societies of men, which have appeared
to be ten times as strong as the church of God, have been de-’
stroyed with an hundredth- part of the oppesition which the
church of God has met with ; which shows, that it is God
who has been the pretector of the church. For it is most’
plain, that it has not upheld itself by its own strength. For
the most part it has been a very weak society. They have

been a little flock : So they were of old. TFhe children of Israel

were but a small handful of people, in comparison of the ma-’
ny who often sought their overthrow. And so in Christ’s time,
and in the beginning of the Christian church- after €hrist’s
.Tesurrection, they were but a remnant : Whereas the whole’
multitude of the Jewish- nation were against them. And so’
in the beginning of the Gentile church, they were but a small
number in companson with the Heathen, who sought their
overthrow. And so in the dark times of Annchnst, before the’
Reformation, they were but a handful ; and yet their enemies’
could not overthrow them. And it has commonly been so, that’

-

the enemies of the church have not only had the greatest num-"

ber of their side, but they have had the strength of their side in
other respects. They have oommonly had all the civil authori-

ty of their side. So it wasin Egypt: The civil authomty was’

of the side of the Egyptians, and'the ¢hurch were only their
slaves, and were in their hands ; and yet they could not over-'
throw them. And so it was in the time of the persecutlon of
Antiochus Epiphanes : The authomty was all on the side of
the persecutors, and the church was under the}r dominion ;
and yet all their cruelty could not extirpateit. And so it
was afterwards in the time ob the Heathen Roman govern-
ment. And so it was in the time of Julian the apostate, who
did his utmost to overthrow the Christian church, and to re-
store Heathenism. And so it has been for the most pary
since the rise of Antichxist ; For a great many ages, the civ
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il authority was all.on the side of Antichrist, and the cburch
seemed to be in their hands.

, And not only has the strength of the enemies of the church
been greater than the strength of the church, but ordinarily
the church has not used what strength they have had in their
own defence, but have conrinitted themselves wholly to God.
Soit was in the time of the Jewish persecutions before the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans ; and so it wasin
the time of the Heathen persecuuons before Constantine
ﬂ)e Christians did not only not rise up in arms to defend
themselves, but they did not preténd to make any forcible re~
s:stance to their Heathen persecutors. So it has for the most
part been under the Popish persecutions ; .and yet they have
hever been able to overthrow the church of God ; but it
stands to tlus very day.

- And this is still fhe more exceedmg wonderful, if we con<+
sxder how oftén the church has been brought to the brink of
rum, and the case seemed to be desperate; and all hope gone,
and they seemed to be swallowed up. In the time of the old
world, when wickedness so prevailed, as that but one family
was lefty yet God wonderfully appeared, and overthrew the
wicked world with a flood, and preserved his church. And
so at the Red Sea, when Pharaoh and his host thought they
were quite sure of their prey; yet Ged appeared, and de-
stroyed them, and delivered his church. And so was it from

‘fime to time in the church of Israel, as has been shown. So

under the tenth and last Heathen persecution,” their persecu«
‘fors boasted that now they had done the business for the
Christians, and had overthrown the Christian church ; yetin:
the midst of their triumph, the Christian church rises out of
the dust and prevails, and the Heathen empire totally falls
before it. So when ‘the Christian church seemed ready to
be swallowed up by the Arian heresy ; so when Antichrist
rose and prevaileéd, and all the world wondered after the beast,
and the church for many hundred years was reduced to such
a small number, and seemed to be hidden, and the power of
the world was engaged to destroy those little remainders of
the church ; yet they could never fully accomphsh theic de-
2R
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sign, and at last God wohderfully revived his church-in'the’
time of the Reformation, and made it to stand as it were onv
its feet in the sight of its enemies, and raised it out of their
reach. And so'since, when the Popish powers have plotted’
the overthrow of the Reformed church, and have seemed just
about to bring their matters to a conclusion, and to finish their
design, then God has wonderfully appeared for the deliverance’
of his church, as it was in the time of the Revolution by
King William. And so it has been from tiine-to:time'; pres-'
ently after the darkest times of the church, God has made:
his church: most gloriously to flourish. - :

If such a preservation-of the church of God, from the be-
ginning of the world hitherto, attended with such circumstan-
ces, is not sufficient to show a divine hand in favor of it, what
can be devised that would be sufficient ? But if this be from-
the divine hand, then God owns the church, and owns her re-
ligion, and owns that revelation and those scriptures on which:
she is built ; and so it will follow, that their religion is the
true religion, or Ged’s religion, and that the scriptures,
which they make their rule, are his word.

(3) We may draw this further argument for the divine
authority of the scriptures from what has been said, viz. that
God has so fulfilled those things which are foreteld in the
scriptures....I have already observed, as I went along, how the
prophecies of scripture were fulfilled :- I shall- now therefore
single out but two instances of the.fulfilment of scripture
prophecy.

[1] Oneisin preserving his church from being ruined.
1 have just now shown what an evidence this is of the divine
authority of the scriptures in itself considered : I now speak:
of it as-a fulfilment of scripture prophecy. This is abundant--
ly foretold and promised in the scriptures, as particularly in
the text : There it is foretold, that other things shall fml,
other kingdoms and monarchies which set themselves in op-
position, should come to nothing : « The moth should eat

" them up like a garment; and the worm.should eat them like
wool,” Andso it has in'fuct come to pass. But it is here

forctold, that God’s covenant mercy to his church should con»
. [

B e TS —
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tiue forever ; and.so it hath hitherto proved, thoughinow it
be so many ages since, and though the church has passed
through so many dangers. The sameis promised, Isa. liv.
7. « No weapon that is formed against thee, shall prosper ;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment,
thou shalt condemn.” And again, Isa. xlix. 14, 15, 16. &% But
Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me;and my Lord hath
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that

" she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?

Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold,
T have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls are
continually before me.” The same is promised again, in
Isa. lix. 21, and Isa. xliii. 1, 2, and Zech. xii. 2, 3. So Christ
promises the same, when he says, ¢ On this reck will I build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
:‘Now if this be not from God, and the scriptures be not the

aword of God, and the church of Christ, built on the founda-

tion of this word be not of God, how could the persons whe
foretold this, know it ? For if the church were not of God, it
was a very unlikely thing ever to come to pass. For they
foretold the -great opposition, and the great dangers, and also
foretold that other kingdoms should come to nought, and
that the church should often be almost swallowed up, as it
were easy to show, and yet foretold that the church should re-
main. Now how could they foresee so unlikely a thing but
by divine inspiration?

[2] ‘The other remarkable instance which I shall mention
of the fulfilment of scripture prophecy, is in fulfilling what is
foretold concerning Antichrist, a ¢ertain great opposer of
Christ and his kingdom. And the way that this Antichrist
should arise, is foretold, viz. net among the Heathen or those
nations that never professed Christianity ; but that he should
arise by the apostacy and falling away of the Christian church
into a corrupt state : 2. Thess. ii. 3. ¢ For that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”.....And it is proph-
esied, that this Antichrist, or man of sin, should be one, that
shauld set himself up in the temple or visible church of Gagd
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pretending to be vested with thre power of God himself,
as head of the church, as in the same chapter, verse 4.
And all this is exactly come to pass in the.church of Rome.
Again, it is intimated, that the ris¢ of Antu:hnst shouldbe
gradual, as there, verse 7. « For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work ; only he who now letteth, will let, lmtll he be
taken out of the way.” This also came to pass.....Again, it
is prophesied of such a great and mighty enemy of the
Christian church, that he should be 2 great prince or mon-
arch of the Roman empire : So he is® represented as an horq,
of the fourth beast in Daniel, or fourth kingdom or monarchy
upon earth, as ‘the angel himself explains it, as you may ses
of the litle horn in the 7th chapter of Danigl. This also
came to pass..... Yea, it is propheswd, that the seat of this
great prince, or pretended vicar of Gad, and head of his
church, should be in the cxty of Rome itself. 'In the 17th
chapter of Revelauon, it is said expressly, that the spiritual
whore, or false churzh, should have her seat on seven moun-
tains or hills ; Rev. xvii. 9. « The seven heads are seven
mountains, on which the woman sitteth :* And in the last
verse of the chapter, it is said expressly, « The woman which
thou sawest, is that great city which reigneth over the kings
of the earth ;” which it is certain was at that time the city of
_ Rome. This prophecy has also come to pass in the church
of Rome.

Further, it was prophgs;ed, that this Antichrist should reign
over pcoples; and multitudes, and nations; and tongues, Rev.
xvii. 15 ; and that all the world should wonder after the beast,
Rev. xiii. 3. . This also came to pass in the church of Rome.

-1t was foretold that this Antichrist should be eminent and re-
markable for the sin of pride, pretending to great things, and
assummg very much to himself : So in the forementioned
place in Thessalonians, « That he should exalt himseélf above
all that is called God,” or that is worshxpped. So Rev. xiii. 5.
« And there was given unto him ‘2 mouth speaking great
things, and blasphemies.” Dan. vii. 20, the little horn is said
to have a mouth speaking very great things, and his look to
be more stout than his fellows. This also came to pass in
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fthe Pope, and the church of Rome......It was also prophesied,
,&at Antichrist shpuld be an exceedmg' cruel persecutor,
Dan. vii. 21. The same horn made war with the saints, and
prevailed against them : Revelations xiii. 7. « And it was
givén unto him to make war with the saints, and to overs
come them.” Revelations xvii. 6.« And I saw the woman

drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood =
.of the martyrs of Jesus.” This also came to pass in the

church. of Rome......It was foretold, that Antichrist should ex~
cel in craft and policy : Dan vii. 8. « In this horn were eyes
iike the eyes of a man.” And verse 20. «Even of that horn
that bad eyes.” This also came’ to pass in the church of
home w.Jt was foretold, that the kmgs of Chﬂstendom
should be subject to Antichrist : Rev. xvii. 12, « And -
‘the ten horns which thou sawest, are ten kmgs, whlch have
received no kingdom as yet ; but receive power as kings one
hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength unto the beast.” This also came-to
pass with respect to the Romish church.....It was foretold,
that lie should perform pretended miracles and lying won-
ders : 2 Thess. ii. 9. « Whose coming is aftér the working of

: Satan, with all power, and signs, and ' lying wonders.” Rev.
. xiii. 13, 14. ¢ And he doth great wonders, so that he maketh

fire come down from heaven on the earth, in the sight of men,
and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth, by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the
beast.” This also came to passin the church of Rome.
Fire’s coming down from heaven, seems to have reference to
their excommunlcanons, which wére dreaded like fire from
heaven.......It was foretold, that he should forbid to marry, and
to abstain from meats;: 1 Tim. iv. 3. « Forbidding to marry,
and commandmg to abstain from meats, which God hath cre-
ated to be received with thanksgiving.” This also is exactly
fulfilled in the church of Rome......It wus foretold, that he
‘should be very rich, and arrive at a great degree of earthly
splendor and glory : Rev. xvii. 4. ¢ And the woman was ar-
a‘ayed in purple, and scarlet color, and decked with gold and
precxous stones, and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand.”
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And so chap. xviii. 7. 12, 13. 16. This also is come to pass
with respect to the church of Rome......It was foretold, that he
should forbid any to buy or sell, but those that had his mark =
Rev. xiii. 17. ¢ And that nBo man might buy or sell, save he
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number
of his name.” This also is fulfilled in the church of Rome.
oo It was foretold, that he should sell the souls of men, Rev.
xviii. 13, where, in enumerating the articles of his merchan-
dise, the souls of men are mentioned as one. This alsois ex-
actly fulfilled in the same church......It was foretold, that Anti-
christ would not suffer the bodies of God's people to be put
into graves: Rev. xi. 8, 9. « And their dead bodies shall lie
in the street of the great city....and they....shall not suffer their
dead bodies to be putin graves.” This also has literally come
to pass with respect to the church of Rome......I might men-
tion many other things which were foretold of Antichrist, or
that great enemy of the church so often spoken of in scrip-
ture, and show that they were fulfilled most exactly in the
Pope and the church of Rome.

How strong an argument-is this, that the scriptures are the
word of God ?

2. But I come now to a second inference ; which is this 3
From what has been said, we may learn what the spirit of
* true Christians is, viz. a spirit of suffering. Seeing God has
so ordered it in his providence, that his church should for so
long a tithe, for the greater part of so many ages, be.in a suf-
fering state, yea, and often in a state of such extreme suffer~
ing, we may conclude, that the spirit of the true church isa
suffering spirit, otherwise God never would haye ordered so
much suffering for the church ; for doubtless God accommo-
dates the state and circumstances of the church to the spirit
) that he has given them. We see by what has been said, how

many and great sufferings the Christian church for the most
_part has been under for these 1700 years : No wonder there-
fore that Christ so much inculcated upon his disciples, that it
was necessary, that if any would be his disciples, “ they must
deny themselves, and take up their cross and follow him.”.
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And we may argue, that the spirit of the true church of
Christ is a suffering spirit, by the spirit the church has shown
and exercised under her sufferings. She * has actually, under
those terrible persecutions through which she has passed,
rather ¢hosen to undergo those dreadful torments, and to selt
all for the pearl of great price, to suffer all that her bitterest
enemies could inflict, than to renounce Christ and his relig-
ion. History furnishes us with a great number of remarkeble
instances, sets in view a great cloud of witnesses. This abund-
antly confirms the necessity of being of a spirit to sell all for
Christ, to renounce our own ease, our ewn worldly profit, and
- honor, and our all, for Aimy and for the gospel.

Let us inquire, whether we are of such a spirit. How does
it prove upon trial ? Does it prove in fact that we are willing
to deny ourselves, and renournce our own worldly interest, and
to pass through the trials to which we are called in provi-
dence ? Alas, how small are our trials, compared with those
of many of our fellow Christians in former ages ! And I would
on this occasion apply that in Jer. xii. 5. « M thou hast run
with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst
thou contend with horses ?” If you have not been able to en-
dure the light trials to which you have been called in this age,
and in this land, how would you be able to endure the far
greater trials to which the church has beenr called in former
ages ! Every true Christian has the spirit of a martyr, and
would suffer as a martyr, if he were called to it in providence.

3. Hence we learn what great reason we have, assuredly to

expect the fulfilment of what yét remains to be fulfilled of

things foretold in scripture. The scriptures foretel many
great things yet to be fulfilled before the end of the world.
But there seem to be great difficulties in the way. We seem:
at present te be very far from such a state as is foreteld in the
scriptures ; but we have abundant reason to expect, that
these things, however seemingly difficult, wil yet be accom-
plished in their season. We see the faithfulness of God te
his promises hitherto. How true has God been to his churchy
and remembered his mercy from generation to generation !
We may say concerning what God has dene hitherto for his



328 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Pegiop ITE
church, as Joshua said to the childven of Israel, Josh. xxiiii
14. « That not one thing hath failed of all that the Lord our

God hath spoken concerning his ch'urch ;" but all t.hm.gs are’

Bitherto come to pass agreeably to'the divine prediction.

This should strengthen our faith in those promises, and en-
dourage us, and stir us up to earnest prayer to God for the ac-

complishmeént of the great atid glorious things which yet re-’
main to be fulfilled.

It has aIready been shown how the success of Chnst s re~
demption was carried on through various periods down to the’
present time.

4thly. 1 come now to show how the success of Chnst’s re-
dempuon will be carried on from the present time, till Anti-
christ is fallen, and Satan’s visible kingdom on earth is des~
troyed......And with respect to this space of time, we have
nothing to guide us but the ptophecies of scripture. Tlrough
most of the time from the fall of man to the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans, we had s¢ripture history to guide’
us ; and from thence to the present time we had prophecy,
together with the accompllshmcnt ofit in provxdence, as re-’
lated in human histories. But henceforward we have only
prophecy to guide us. And here I would pass by those things
that are only conjectural, or that are surmised by some from
those prophecies which are doubtful in their i interpretation,-
and shall insist only on those things which are more clear and’
evident.'

We Eriow not what particular events are to come to pass’
before that glorious .work of God’s Spirit begins, by which'
Satan’s kingdom is to be overthrown. By the consent of’
most divines, there are but few things, if any at all, that are®
foretold to be accomplished before the beéginning of that glori-:
ous work of God. Some think the slaying of the witnesses,
Rev. xi. 7, 8, is not yet accomplished. So divines differ with
réspect to the pouring out of the seven vials, of which we:
have an account, Rev. xvi. how many are already psured out,.
or how many remain to be poured out ; though a late exposi-
tor, whom I have before mentioned to you, seems to make i¢
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very plain and evident, that all are already poured out but two,
viz. the sixth on the river Euphrates, and the seventh into the
air. But I will not now stand to inquire what is intended by
the pouring out of the sixth vial on the river. Euphrates, that
the way of the kings of the east may be prepared ; but only
'would say, that it seems to be something immediately prepar+
ing the way for the destiuction of the spiritual Babglon, as
the drying up of the river Euphrates, which ran through the
midst of old Babylon, was what prepared the way of the kings
6f the Medes and Persians, the kings of the east; to come in
under the walls, and destroy that city. .

But whatever this be, it does not appear that it is any thmg
which shall be accomplished before that work of God’s Spirit.
is begun, by which, as it goes on, Satan’s visible kingdom on
earth shall be utterly overthrown. And therefore I would
proceed directly to consider what the scripture reveals con«
cerning the work of God itself, by which he will bring about
this great event, as being the next thing which is to be accom-
plished that we are certain of from the prophecies of scnpd
ture. C

And, first, I would observe two things in genera] concern«
ing it.

1. We have all reason to conclude from the scriptures,
that just before this work of God begins, it will be a very dark-
time with respect to the interests of religion in the world.
It has been so before those glerious revivals of religion that
have been hitherto. It was so when Christ came ; it was an
exceeding degenerate time among the Jews : And so it was
a very dark time before the Reformation. .And not only so,
but it seems to be foretold in scripture, that it shall be a time
of but little religion, when Christ shall come to set up his
kingdom in the world. Thus when Christ spake of his com-
ing, to encourage his elect, who cry to him day and night, in
Luke xviii. 8, he adds thig, « Nevertheless when the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ?*” Which seems
to denote a great prevalency of infidelity just before Christ’s
coming to avenge his suffering church. Though Christ’s
coming at the last judgment is not here to be excluded, yet

2S
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there seems to be a special respect to his coming to deliver-
his church from' their long continued, suffering, persecuted-
state, which is accomplished only at his coming at the des-+
truction of Antichrist. That time that the elect cry to God, as-
in Rev. vi. 10. « How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou+
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the-
carth ' And the time spoken of in Rev. xviii. 20! « Rejoice’
over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles, and prophets, for
God hatHi-avenged you on her,” will then be accomplished.

It ié now a very dark tizne with respect to the interests of
religion, and such a time as this prophesied of in this place ;:
wherein thereis but a little faith, and a great prevailing of in--
fidelity on the earth. There is mow a remarkable fulfilment
of that in 2 Pet. iil. 3: « Knowing this, that there shall come-
ih the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.”  And'
so Jude, 17, 18. « But beloved, remember ye the words which :
were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ ;:
how that they told you there should be mockers in the last
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.” Wheth--
er the times shall be any* darker still, or how much darker, be--
fore the beginning of this glorious work of God, we cannot:
tell.

2. There is no reason from the word of God to think any~
other, than that this- great work of .God will be wrought,-
though very swiftly, yet gradually. As the children of Israel
were gradually brought out of the Babylonish captivity, first'
one company, and then another, and graduslly rebuilt their
city and temple ;. and-as the Heathen Roman empire was de--
stroyed by a gradual, though a very swift prevalency of the-
gospel ; so, though there are many things which seem to-
hold forth as though the werk of God would be exceeding
swift, and many great and wonderful events should very sud--
denly be brought to pass, and some great parts of Satan’s vis--
ible kingdom should have a very sudden. fall, yet all will not
be accomplished at once, as by some great miracle, as the
resurrection of the dead at the end of the world will be all at’
once ; but thisis a work which will be aecomplished: by
means, by the preaching of the gospel, and the use of the ar-
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d’inary means of grace, and 8o shall be gradually brought to
.pass. Some shall be converted, and be thé means of others
conversion. God’s Spirit shall be poured out first to raise up
‘instruments, and then those :instruments shall be used and
succeeded. .And -doubtless -one nation shall be enlightened
and converted after another, ene false religion and false way of
worship exploded after another. By -the representation in
Dan. ii. 3, 4, the stone cut out of the meountain without hands
.gradually grows. Seo Christ teaches us, that the kingdorn of
+heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, Matth. xiii. 31, 33, and
like leaven hid in three measures of meal, verse 33. The
-same representation we have in Mark iv. 26,27, 28, and in
-the vision of the waters of the sanctuary, Ezek. xlvii....,..Thé
scriptures hold forth as though there should be several suc-
-cessive great and glorious events by which this glotious work
-shall be accomplished. The angel, speaking to the prophet
‘Daniel of those glorious timés, mentions two glorious periods,
at the end of which glorious things should be accomplished :
‘Dan. xii. 11. « And from the time that the daily sacrifice
-shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh deso-
late set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety
-days.” But then he adds in the next verse, “Blessed is he that
waiteth, and.cometh to the thousand three hundred and five
and thirty days ;” intimating, that something very glorious
" should be accomplished at the end of the former period, but
something much more glotious at the.end of the latter.

But I now proceed to show hew this glofious work shall be
.aceomplished.

1. The Spirit of -God shall be glariousty poured out for the
wonderful revival and propagation.of religion. This great
work shall be accomplished, not by ‘the authority of princes,
mor by the wisdom of learned mew, but by God’s Holy Spirit :
Zech. iv. 6, 7. < Not'by might, nor 'by power, but by my
‘Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. ‘Who.art thou, O great moun-
tain ? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain, and he
shall bting forth the head stoné thereof with shoutings, crying
‘Grace, grace unto it.” So the prophet Ezekiel, speaking of
ithis great work of Gody says, chap. xxxix. 29. ¢ Neither will
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T hide my face any more from them ; for I have poured out
my Spirit on the house of Israel, saith the Lord God.” We
know not where this pouring out of the Spirit shall begin, or
whether in many places at once, or whether, what hath al-
ready been, be not some forerunner and beginning of it.
This pouring out of the Spirit of God, when it is begun,
shall soon bring great multitudes to forsake that vice and
wickedness which now so generally prevails, and shall causé
that vital religion which is now so despised and laughed at in
the world, to revive. The work of conversion shall break
forth and go on in such a manner as never has been hitherto ;
agreeable to that in Isa. xliv. 3, 4, 5.....God, by pouring out
his Holy Spirit, will furnish men to be glorious instruments
of carrying on this work ; will fill them with knowledge and
wisdom, and fervent zeal for the promoting the kingdom of
- Christ, and the salvation of souls, and propagating the gospel
in the world. So that the gospel shall begin to be preached
with abundantly greater clearness and power than had here-
tofore been : For this great work of God shall be brought to
pass by the preaching of the gospel, as is represented in Rev.
xiv. 6, 7, 8. That before Babylon falls, the gospel shall be
powerfully preached and propagated in the world.
This was typified of old by the sounding of the silver trum-

pets in Israel in the beginning of their jubilee : Lev. xxv. 9.

4 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on
the tenth day of the seventh month ; on the day of atonement
shall ye make thé trumpet sound throughout all youi Jand.”
The glorious times which are approaching, are as it were the
church’s jubilee, which shall be "introduced by the souhdmg
of the silver trumpet of the gospel, as is foretold in Isa. xxvii.

13. « And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great
trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were
ready to perish in the land of Assyria,and the outcasts of the

land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount
at Jerusalem.” And there shall be a glorious pouring out ‘of
the Spirit with this clear and powerful preaching of, the gos.
pel, to make it successful for reviving those holy doctrines of
religion which arc now chiefly ridjculed in the world, and
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turning many from heresy, and from Popery, and from other
false religions ; and also for turning raany from their vice and
profaneness, and for bringing vast multitudes savingly home
to Christ.

The work of conversion shall go on in a wonderful man-
ner, and spread more and more. Many shall flow together to
‘the goodness of the Lord, and shall come as it were in flocks,
one flock and multitude after another continually flowing in, as
in Isa. Ix. 4, 5. « Liftup thine eye round about, and see ; all

" they gather themselves together, they come to thee ; thy sons
shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy
side. ‘Then thou shalt see and flow together.”” And so verse
‘8. % Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to
their windows ?” And it being represented in the foremen-
‘tioned place in the Revelation, that the gospel shall be preach-

. ed to every tongue, and kindred, and nation, and people, be-
fore the fall of Antichrist ; so we may suppose, that it will
soon be glorieusly successful to bring in multitudes from ev-
ery nation ; and it shall spread-more and more with wonder-
ful swiftness, and vast numbers shall suddenly be brought in
as it were at once, as you may see, Isa. Ixvi. 7, 8, 9.

2. This pouring out of the spirit of God will not effect the
overthrow of Satan’s visible kihgilom, till there has first been
a violent and mighty opposition made. In this the scripture
isplain, that when Christ is thus gloriously coming forth,
and the destruction of Antichrist is ready at hand, and Satan’s
kingdom begins to totter, and to appear to be imminently
‘threatened, the powers of the kingdom of darkness will rise
up, and mightily exert themselves to prevent their kingdom
being overthrown. Thus after the pouring out of the sixth vial,
which was to dry up the river Euphrates, to prepare the way
for the destruction of 'spiritual Babylon, it is represented in
Rev. xvi. as though the powers of hell will be mightily alarm-
ed;and should stir up themselves to oppose the kingdom of
‘Christ, before the seventh and last vial shall be poured out,
which shall give them a final and complete overthrow. We
have an account of the pouring out of the sixth in verse 12.
‘And then upon this, the beloved disciple informs us in the
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following verses, that, « three unclean spirits like frogs shall
go forth unto the kings of the earth, to gather them together
to the battle of the great day of God Almfighty.” This seems
to be the last and greatest effort of Satan to save his kingdom
from being overthrown ; though perhaps he may make as
-great towards the end of the world to regain it.

When the spirit begins 49 ‘be so gloriously poured forth,
and the devil sees such muititudes flocking to Christ in one
pation and another, and the foundations of his kingdom daily
undermining, and the pillars of it breaking, and the whole
ready to come to swift and sudden destruction, it will greatly
alarm all hell. Satan has ever had a dread of baying his
kingdom overthrown, and he has been opposing of it ever
since Christ’s ascension, and has been doing great works to
fortify his kingdom, and to prevent it, ever since the day of
Constantine the Great. To this end he has set up those two
mighty kingdoms of Antichrist and Mahomet, and brought
in all the heresies, and superstitions and corrupt .opinions,
which there are in the world. But when he sees all hegins
to fail, it will rouse him up exceedingly. If Satan dreaded be-
ing cast oyt of the Roman .empire, how much more dees he

«dread being cast.out of the whole world !

It seems as though in this last great oppesition which shall
‘be made against the church to defend the kingdom of Satan,
all the forces of Antichrist, and Mahometanism, and Heathen-
dsm, will be united ; all the forces of Satan’s visib'e kingdom
through the whole world .of mankind. And therefore it js
said, that, « spirits of devils shall go forth unto the kings of

" the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them together to
the battle of the great day of Ged Almighty.” And these
spirits are said to come out of the mouth of the drag-
on, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet; i.e.there shalibe the spir-
it of Popery, and the spirit of Mahometanism, and the spirit
of Heathenism all united. By the beast is meant Antichrist ;
by the dragon, in this book, is commonly meant the devily
as he reigns over his Heathen kingdom ; by the false proph-
«ty.in this book, is sometimes meant the Pope and his clergy;
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But here an eye seems to be had to Mahomet, whom his fol~
Jowers call the great prophet of God. This will be asit
were the dying struggles of the old serpent ; a battle wherein
ke will fight as one that is almost desperate.

We know not particularly in what manner this oppositien
shall be made: It is represented as a battle ; it is called the
dattle of the great day of God Almighty. There will be some’
Way or other a miglity struggle between Satan’s kingdom and!
the church, and probably it all ways of opposition that can’
be ; and doubtless great opposition by external force ; where-
in the princes of the world who are on the devil’s side shall
join hand in hand : For it is said, « The kings of the earth
are gathered together to battle,” Rev. xix. 19. And proba-
Bly withal there will be great opposition of subtil disputers
and carnal reasoning, and' great persecution in many places;
and great opposition by virulent reproaches, and'also great op-
position by craft and subitlety. The devil now doubtless wilb
ply his skilkas well'as strength to the utmost. The dev~
ils, and those who belong to their kingdom, will every where’
be stirred up, and' engaged to-make an united and violent op~-

_position against this holy religion, which they see prevailing'
so mightily in the world....But;

3. Christ and his: church shall in this battle obtain a com~
plete and entire victory over their enemies: They shall be’ .
fotally routed and overthrown in this their last effort. When-
the powers of hell and earth are thus gathered together’
against Christ; and his armies shall come forth agaimst them
by his word and Spirit to fight with them, in-how august and:
pompous, and’ glorious a manner is this. comitig forth of
Christ and his church to this battle: described, Rev. xix. 11,
&c. ! And to represent to us how great the victory should be
which they should obtain, and how mighty the overthrow of
their enemies, it is said, verse 17, and 18, that « all the fowls-
of heaven are called together, to eat the great supper given
them, of the flesh of kings, and captains, and mighty men,”™
&c. and then, in the following verses, we have an ascount of'
she victory and:overthrow.. ‘ -
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In this victory, the seventh vial shall be poured out. It is-
said, Rev. xvi. 16, of the great army that should be gathered
together against Christ: « And he gathered them together into’
a place called in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon ;”’ and then
it is said, «“And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the
air ; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heav-
en, from the throne, saying, It is done.” Now the business is
done for Satan and his adherents. When this victory is obtain-
ed,all is in effect done. Satan’s last and greatest opposition is
conquered ; all his measures are defeated ; the pillars of his
kmgdom broken asunder, and will fall of course. The devil
is utterly baffled and confounded, and knows not what else to
do. Henow sees his Antichristian, and Mahometan, and
Heathemsh kingdoms through the world, all tumbling about
bis ears. He and his most powerful instruments are taken.
captive. Now that is in effect done which tl.e church of God.
had been so long waiting and hoping for, and so earnestly
c¢rying to God for, saying,' « How long, O Lord, holy and
true > Now the time is come.

The angel who set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot
on the earth, lift up his hand to-heaven, and swore by him
that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and all
things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that
_ therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein,
that when the seventh angel should come to sound, the time
should be no longer. And now the time is come ; now the
seventh trumpet sounds,and the seventh vial is poured out,both
together ; intimating, that now all is finished: as to the over-
throw of Satan’s visible kingdom on earth. This victory shall
be by far the greatest that ever was obtained over Satan and
his adherents. By this blow, with which the stone cut out of
the mountain without hands shall strike the image of gold, and.

silver, and brass, and iron, and clay, it shall all be broken to-

pieces. This will be a finishing blow to the image, so that it
shall become as the chaff of the summer threshing floor.

In this victory will be a most glorious display of divine pow-
er. Christ shall therein appear in the character of King of
kings, and Lord of lerds, asin Rev. xix. 16. Now Christ



S ———

—_—— g

PiarIL] WORK OF REDEMPTION. - 97

shall dash his enemies even the s.trongest and proudest of
them, in pieces ; as a potter’s vessel shall they be broken to
shivers. Then shall strength be shown out of weakness, and

Christ shall cause his church as it were to thresh the mount- .

ains, as in Isa. xMl. 15. « Behold, I will make hee a new
sharp threshing instruient having teeth : Thou shalt thresh
the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt inake the hills

s chaff.” And then shall be fulfilled that in Isa. xlii. 13,°

14, 15.

4. Consequent on this victory, Satan’s visible kingdom on
earth shall be destroyed. When Satan is conquered in this
last battle, the church of Christ will have easy work of it ; as
when Joshua. and the children of Israel had obtained that
great victory over the five kings of the Amorites, when the
sun stood still, and God sent great hail stones on their ene-
inies, they after that went from one city to another, and burnt
theém with fire : They had easy work of subduing the cities
and country to which they belonged. = So it was also after that
bther great battle that Joshua had with that great multitude
at the waters of Mevami. So after this glorious victory of
Christ and his church over their enemies, over the chief pows«
ars of Satan’s kingdom, they shall destroy that kingdom in all
those cities and countries to which they belonged. After this
the word of God shall kave a speedy and. swift progress
through the earth ; as it is said, that on the pouring out of
the seventh vial, ¢ the cities of the nations fell, and every
island fled away, and the mountains were not found,” Rerv.
xvi. 19, 20. When once the stone cut out of the mountain
without hands had broken the image in pieces, it was easy to
abolish all remains of it. The very wind will carry it away

“as the chaff of the summer threshing floor. Because Satan’s

Yisible kingdom on earth shall now be destreyed, therefore it
is said, that the seventh vial, by which this shall be dene, shall
be poured out into the air ; which is represented in scripture
as the special seat of his kingdom_ ; for he is called 74e prince
of the power of the air, Eph. 1. 2. Now is.come the time for

punishing leviathan, that piercing serpéms, of which we read

in Isa. xxvii. 1. « In that day the Lord with his sore and great
: 27T
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and strong sword, shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent,
even leviathan, that crooked serpent, and he shall slay the
dragon that is in the sea.”

Concerning this overthrow of Satan’s visible kingdom on
earth, I would, 1. Show wherein this overthrow of Satan’s
visible kingdom will chiefly consist ; 3. The extent and uni-
versality of this overthrew. .

1. I would show wherein this overthrow of Satan’s king-
dom wil] chiefly consist. I shall mention the particular things-
in which it will consist, without pretending to determine in-
what order they shall come to pass, or which shall be accom-
plished first, or whether they shall be accomplished together.

(1) Heresies, and infidelity, and superstition, among those
who have been brought up under ‘the light of the gospel, witl
then be abolished. Then there will'be an end of Socinian-
ism, and Arianism, and Quakerism, and Arminianism ; and
Deism, which 15 now so beld and confident in énfidelity, shall
then be crushed, and driven away, and vanish to nothing ; ssd
all shall agree inthe same great and important dootrines of
the gospel ; agreeable to that in Zeeh. xiv.9.. «Amnd the
Lord shall be king over all the earth : In that day shall there
be one Lord, and his name one.” Then shall be abolished
all superstitious ways of worship, and all shall agree in wor-
shipping Ged in his own ways : Jer. xxxii. 39. « And 1 will
give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for
ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them.”

(2) The kingdom of Antichrist shall be utterly over-
#mown. His kingdom and dominien has been much brought
down already by the vial poured out on his throne inthe Ref-

" ermation ; but thenit shall be utterly destroyed. Then

shall be proclaimed, “ Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” When
the seventh angel soundsythe time, times:and half, shall-be-
-out, ¢and the time shall be no longer.” Then shall be ac-
complished concerning- Antichrist the things which are writ—~
ten in the 18th chapter of Revelation, of the spiritual Baby-
lon, ‘that great city Rome, or the idelatrous Roman govern- -
ment, that has for so many ages been the great ¢nemy of the

, Christian church, first under Heathenism, then under Pope-
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vy : That proud ocity, which lifted herselfup to heaven, and
above God himselfin" her pride and haughtiness ; that cruel,
bloedy city, shall come down tothe ground. Then shall
that be fulfilled, Isa. xxvi. 5. « For he bringeth down them
that dwell on high, the lofty city he layeth it low; he lay-
weth it low; even to the ground, he bringeth it even to the
dust. She shall be thrown dewn with violence, like a great
millstone cast into the sea, and shall be found no more at all,
and shall become an habitation of devils, and the hold of every
_ foul spirlt, and a cage of every unclean aud hateful bird.”
Now shall she be stripped of all her glory, and riches, and or-
naments, and shall be cast out as an abominable branch, and
shall be troden down as the mire of the streets. AH her poli-
cy and- craft, in which she so, abounded, shall not save her.
And God shall make his people, whe have been so perse-
cuted by her, to come and put their foot on the neck of Anti-
«christ, and he shall be their footstool. All the strength and
wisdom of this great whore shall fail her, and there shall be
none to help her. The kings of the earth, who before gave
their power and strength to the beast, shall now hate the
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat
her flesh, and burn her with fire, Rev. x¥ii. 16.

-(3) That other great kingdom which Satan has set up in
opposition to the Christian church, viz. his Mabometan king-
dom, shgll be utterly overthrown. The locusts and horsemen,
n the 9th of Revelatien, have theit appointed and limited time
set them there, and the false prophet shall be taken and de-
stroyed. And then, though Mahometanism has been so vastly
.propagated in the werld, and is upheld by such a great empire,
-this smoke which has ascended out of the bottomless pit, shall
be utterly seatteved before the light of that glorious day, and
the Mahometan empire shall fall at the sound of the great
trumpet which shall then be blown.

(4) Jewish infidelity shall then lEoverthrown. However
obstinate they have been now for abgve 1700 years in their
rejection of Christ, and instances of the conversion of any of
that nation have been: so very rare ever since the destruction
of Jerysalem, but they have against the plain teachings of
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their own prophets, continued to approye of the cruelty of
their forefathers in crucifying Christ : Yet when this day

comes, the thick vail that blinds their eyes shall be removed, )

2 Cor. iii. 16; and divine grace shall melt and renew their
hard hearts, ¢ And they shall look on him whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for
his only son, and 'shall be in bitterness as one that is in bitter-
ness for his first born,” Zech. xii. 10, &c. And then shall the
house of Israel be saved : The Jews, in all their dispersions
shall cast avfy their old infidelity, and shall wonderfully have
their heatts changed, and abhor themselves for their past un-
belief and inacy ; and shall flow together to the blessed
Jesus, penitently, humbly, and joyfully owning him as their
glorious King; and only Saviour; and shall with aH their hearts,
as with one heart and mlce, declare his pmses unto dher
nations.

Nothing is more certainly foretold than this national con-
version of the Jews is in the 11th chapter of Romans. And
there are alse many passages of .the Old Testament which
cannot be lnterpreted in any other sense, which I cannot now
stand to mention.  Besides the prophecies of the calling of
the Jews, we have a remarkable seal of the fulfilment of this
great event in providence, by a thing which is a kind of con-
tinual miraole, viz. their being preserved a distinct nation
in such a dispersed condition for abo%e 1600 years. The
world affords nothing else like it. There is undoubtedly a
remarkable hand of providence in it. 'When they shall be
called, then shall that ancient people, that were alone God’s
people for so Iong a time, be God’s people again, never to be
rejected more : They shall then be gathered into one fold to-
gether with the Gentiles ; and so also shall the remains of the
ten tribes, wherever they be, and though they have been re-
jected much longer than the Jews, be brought in with their
brethren the Jews. The prophecies of Hosea’ especmlly
seem to hold this forth, that in the fature glor;ous ‘times of
the church, both Judah and Ephralm, or Judah and the ten

tribes, shall be brought in together, and shall be united as on'e: .

people, as they formerly wiere under David and Solomon ; a&

1
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Hos. 1. 11 ; and so in the last chapter of Hosea, and other
parts of lus prophecy.
Though we do not know the time in which this conversion

of the nation of Israel will come to pass ; yet thus much we .

may determine by scripture, that it will be before the glory
of the Gentile part of the church shall be fully accomplish-
ed ; because it is said, that their coming in shall be life from
@he dead to the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 12, 15.

(5) Then shall also Satan’s Heathenish kingdom be over-
thrown. Gross Heathenism now possesses a great part of the
earth, and there are supposed to be more Heathens now in
‘the world, than of all other professions taken together, Jews,
Mahometans, or Christians. But then the Heathen nations
shall be enlightened with the glorious gospel. There will be
a wonderful spirit of pity towards them, and zeal for their in-
structmn and conversion put into multitudes, and many shall
go ‘forth and carry the gospel unto them, and then shall the

- joyful sound be heard among them, and the Sun of righteous-
ness shall then arise with his glorious light shining on those
many vast regions of the earth that have been covered with
‘Heathenish darkness for many thousand years, many of them
doubtless ever since the times of Moses and Abrabam, and

have lain thus long in a miserable condition, under the cruel

tyranny of the devil, who has all this while blinded and befool-
_ed them, and domineered over them, and made a prey of
‘them from generation to generation. Now the glad tidings

of the gospel shall sound there, and they shall be brought out

of darkness into marvellous light.

~ Itis promised, that Heathenism shall thus be destroyed in
many places. God has said, That the gods that have not
made these heavens and this earth, shall perish from the
earth, and from under these heavens, Jer. x. 11, and that he
will utterly abolish idols, Isa.ii. 18....Then shall the many na-
tiops of Africa, the nations of negroes, and other Heathens
who chiefly fill that quarter of the world, who now seem to
be in a state but little above the beasts, and in many respects
much below them, be enlightened with glorious light, and de-
}:iv'ered from all their darkness, and shall become a civil,
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Christian, understanding, and holy psople. Then shali the vast
continent of America, which now in so great a pazt of itis.cov-
ored with barbarous ignoranee and cruelty, be every.where
covered with glorious gospel light and Christian love ; and in+
stead of worshipping the devil, as now they do, they shall serve
God and praises shall be sung every where to the Losd-Jesus
Christ, the blessed Saviour ef the world. So may we expect
it will be in that great and populeus phrt of the werld, the East
Indies, which are new mostly inhabited by the worshippers of
the devil ; and so throughout that vast country Great Tastary :
And then the kingdom of Christ wiil be established in those
continents which have been more lately discovered towards
the north and south poles, where now men differ very lijtle
from the wild beasts, excepting that they worship, the devil,
and beasts do not. The same will be the case with respect to
those countries which have never yet been discovered. Thus
will be gloriously fulfilled that in ¥sa. xxxv. 1. « The wilder-
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them : Angd the
desert shall rejoice, and blessom as the rese.” See alsa
ver. 6. 7. ’

2. Having thusshown wherein this overthrow of Satan’s king-
dom will consist, I come now to the other thing to be observed
concerning it,viz. its universal extent. The visible kingdom of
Satan shall be overthrown, and the kingdom of Christ set upon
the ruins of it, every where throughout the whole habitable
globe. Now shall the promise made to Abraham be falfilled,
that « T him and in his seed all the families of the earth shall be
blessed ;’ and Christ now shall become the desire of allnatisns,
. agreeable to Hag. ii. 7. Now the kingdem of Christ shallin the
moest strict and literal sense be extended to all nations, and the
‘whole earth. There are many passages of scripture that can
be understood in no other sense. 'What can be more univer-
sal than that in Isa. xi. 9. ¢ Fer the earth: shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” As
much as to say, As there is no part of the channel er cavity of
the sea any where, but what is cevered with water ; se there
shall be no part of the world of mankind but what shall be cev-
ered with the knowledge of God. So it is foretold in Isa. xlv,
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30, that all the ends of the earth shall look to Christ, and be
saved. And to show that the words are to be understood in
thte most universal sense, it is said in the next verse, « I have
sworn by myseif, the word is gone out of my mouth in right-
eousness, ssd shall not return, that unto me evety knee shall
bow, every tongue shall swear.”
So the most universal expression is uud, Dan. vii. 27.
« And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingtiom under the whole heaven, shall-be given to the people
of the saints of the Most High God.” You see the expres<
sion-includes aZl under the whole heaven, ) .
‘When the devil was:cast out of the Roman empire, becauss
that was the highest and principal part of the world, and the
other naticus that were loft were low and mean in comparis
‘son of those of that empibe, it was represented as Satan’s be»
- ing cast'out of heaven to the:.earth, Rev. xii. 9 ; but itis rep-
reseénted - that fie shall be oast out of the earth too, and shut p
in hell, Rev. xx. 1, 2, 3....This:is the greatest revolution by
far that ever came to pags = Therefore it is said in Rev. xvi:
17, 18. That on the peuring out of the seventh wial, there
was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon' '
 earth, 3o mighty an esrthquake,and so great. And this is the
* third great dispensation of providence which is in scripturs
compered to Christ’s coming to judgment. Se it is in Rew,
&xvi. 15. There, after the ‘sixth vial, and after the devil’s
armies were gathered together to their great battle, and just
before Christ’s ‘glorious victory over them, it is said, « Behold
4 come quickly ; blessed is lie that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments.” So it iscalled Christ’s coming in 2 Thess. ii. 8.
Speaking of Antichrist, it is:said, « And then shall that wick-
xd be revealed, whom the Lord shall cansume with the spiric
#f ‘his mouth, and sball datmy with the brightness of his
" coming.” See aleo Dan. vii. 13, 14, where Christ’s coming
40 set up bis kingdom on earth, and to destroy Antichrist, is
<alled coming with clouds of heaven. And this is more like
‘Christ’s Jast coming to judgment, than any of the preceding
dispensations which are so called en these accounts.
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- (1) That the dispensation is so much greater and rmore!
universal, and so more like the day of judgment, which rés-
pects the whole world.

(2) On account of the great spiritual resurrection there

‘will be of the church of God accompanying it, more resem-
bling the general resurrection, at the énd of the world than'
any other. This spiritudl resurrection, is the resurrection
spoken of as attended with judgment, Rev. xx. 4.
- (8) Because of the terrible judgments and fearful destruc~
tion which shall now be executed oh God's enemies. There
will doubtless at the introducing of this dispensation be a visi-
ble and awful hand of God against blasphemers, Deists, and
obstinate heretics, and other enemies of Christ, terribly dé-
dtroying th¢m, with ‘remarkable tokens of vwrath and ven-
geance ; and eéspecially will this dlspensatlon be attended
with terrible judgments on Antichrist ; and the cruel persecu=
tors who belong to the church of Rome, shall in a most awful
manner be destroyed ; which is compared to a casting of An-
tichrist into the burning flame, Dan. vii. 11, and to casting
him alive into the lake that burhs with fire and bﬂmstone,
Rev. xix. 20.

Then shalF this: ¢rdel persecuting church suffer those judg-
meats from God; which shall be far more. dreadful than her
cruelest persecutions of the saints, agreeable to Rev. xviii. 6,
7. The judgments which God shall execute on the enemies
of the church, are so great, that they are compared to God’s
sending great hailstonés from heaven upon them, évery one
of the weight of a talent, as it is said on the pouring out of the’
seventh vial, Rev. xvi. 21. « And there fell upon men a great
hail out of heaven, every stone aboit the weight of atdlent s
And men blasphemed God because of the plagué of the hail;
for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” And now shall
be that treading of the wine press-spokenof;, Rev. xiv. 19, 20.

(4) This shall put an end to the church’s suffering state,

. and shall be attended with their glorious and joyful pfaises.
‘The church’s afflicted state is long, being continued, except-
ing some short intermissions, from the resurrection.of. Christ
to this time. But now shall a final end be put to her suffering
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state. Indeed after this near the end of the world, the church
shall be greatly threatened ; but it is said, it shall be but for a
little season, Rev. xx. 3 : For as the times of the church’s:
rest are but short, before the long day of her afflictions are at
an end ; so whatever affliction she may suffer after this, it will
be very short ; but otherwise the day of the church’s affliction
and persécution shall now come to a final end. The scrip-
tures, in many places, speak of this time as the end of the suf-
fering state of the church. So Isa.li. 22. God says to his
church with respect to this time, Behold, I have taken out
of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup-
of my fury, thou shalt no more drink it again.” Then shall
that be proclaimed to the ehurch, Isa. xl. T, 2. « Comfort ye,
comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her;, that her warfare is accom-
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned : For she hath received
of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” Also that in Isa.
liv. 8, 9, belongs to this time. And so that in Isa. lx. 20.
« The f,ord shall be thine everlastmg light, and the days of
thy mourning shall be ended.” And so Zéph. iii. 15. « The
Lord hath taken away thy judgments, ke hath cast out thine’
enemy : The King of Israely even the Lord, is in the midst
of thee : Thou shalt not see evil any more.’

The time which had been before this, had béen thé church’s
gowing time, wherein she sowed in tears and in blood ; but.
now is her harvest, wherein she will ¢ome again rejoicing,
bringing her sheaves with her. Now the time of the travail
of the woman clothed with the sunis at an end : Now she hath
brought forth her son ; for this glorious setting up of the’
kingdom of Christ through the world, is what the church had .
been in travail for, with such terrible pangs; for so many ages 3
Tsa. xxvi. 17. « Like as a woman w1th child that draweth:
near the time of her dehvery, is in pam, and crieth out in her
pangs ; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord.”" See Isa. Ix.
20, and Ixi. 10, 11. And néw the church shall forget her
SOITOWS, since a man child is born into the world : Now suc-
ceed her joyful praise and triumph. Her praises shall then:
go up to God from all parts of the earth, as Isa. xlii. 10, ll’

2U
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2. And praise shall not only fill the earth, but also heaven.
The church on earth, and the church in heaven, shall both
gloriously rejoice and praise God, as with one heart, on
that occasion. Without doubt it will be a time of very distin-
guished joy and praise among the holy prophets and apostles,
and the other saints in heaven = Rev. xviil. 20. « Réjoice over
her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets, for God
hath avenged you on her.”” See how universal these praises
will be in Isa. xliv. 23. « Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lord
hath done it: Shout ye lower parts of the earth : Break forth
into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein =
For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in
Israel.” See what joyful praises are sung to God on this oc--
casion by the universal church in heaven and earth, in the be-
ginning of the 19th chapter of Revelation.

(5) This dispensation is above all preceding emes like
Christ’s coming to judgment, in that it so puts an end to the:
former state of the world, and introduces the everlasting
kingdom of Christ. Now Satan’s visible kingdom shall be
overthrown, after it had stood ever since the' building of Ba-
bel ; and the old heavens and the old earth shall in a greater
measure be passed away then than before, and the new heav-
ens and new earth set up in a far more glorious manner than
- ever before.

Trus I have shown liow the success of Christ’s purchase
Hhas been carried on through the times of the afflicted state of
the Christian church, from Christ’s resurrection, till Anti-
christ is fallen, and Satan’s visible kingdom on earth is over~
thrown. Therefore I come now,

SecoxpLy, To show how the success of redemption will
be carried on through- that space wherein the Christian church
shall for the most part be in a state of peace and prosperity.
And in order to this, I would, '

1. Speak of the prosperous state of the church through the
greater part of this period.
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2. Of the great apostacy thexe shall be towards the close df
it : How greatly then the church shall be threatened by her
enemies for a short time.

I. I would speak of the prosperous state of the charch
threugh the greater part of this periad. And in doing this, I
would, 1. Describe this prosperous state of the ¢hurch; 2.
Say something of its duration.

1sz. I would describe the prosperous state the charch shall
be in.

And, in the general, I would observe two thmgs

1. That this is mast properly the time of the kmgdom of
heaven upon earth. Though the kingdom ef heaven was in a
degree set up soon. gfter Christ’s resurrection, and in a fur-
ther degree in the time of Constantine; and though the
Christian church in all ages of it is called the kingdom of
heaven ; yet this time that we are upon, is the principal time
of the kingdom of heaven upon earth, the time principally in-
tended by the prophecies of Daniel, which speak of the king-
dom of heaven, whence the Jews took the name of tie kinge.
dom of heaven,

2. Now is the principal fulfilment of all the prophemes of
the Old Testament which speak of the glorjpus times of the
gospel which shall be in the latter days. Though there has
been a glorious fulfilment of those propbecies already, in the
times of the apostles, and of Constantine ; yet the expressions
are toa high to suit'any other time entirely, but that which is
to succeed the fall of Antichrist. This is most properly the
glorious day of the gospel. Other. times, are only forerun.
ners and preparatories to this : Other times were the seed
time, but this is the harvest. But more particularly,

(1) It will be a time of great light and knowledge. The
present days are days of darkness, in comparison of thase days.
The light of that glovious time sball be so great, that it is
represented as though there then should be no night, but only
day ; no evening nor darkness. So Zech. xiv. 6,7. « And it
shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear
nor dark. But it shall be onie day, which shall be known to
the Lord, not day, nor night : But it shall come to pass, that at

.
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evening time it shall be light.” It is further represented, as
though God would then give such light to his church, that it
should so much exceed the glory of the light of the sun and
moon, that they should be ashamed : Isa. xxiv. 23. « Then
the moen shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when
the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and i in Jerusa-
ler, and before his ancjents gloriously.”

There is a kind of vail now cast over the greater part of the
world, which keeps them in darkness : But then this vail shall
be destroyed : Isa. xxv.7. « And he will destroy in this
mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the
vail that is spread over all nations.” And then all countries
and nations, even those which are now most ignorant, shall be
full of light and knowledge. Great knowledge shall prevail
every where. It may be hoped, that then many of the Ne-
graes and Indians will be divines, and that excellent books
will be published in Africa, in Ethiopia, in Tartary, and other
now the most barbarous countries ; and not only iearned men,
but others of more ordinary education, shall then be very
knowing in religion : Isa. xxxii. 3, 4, « The-eyes of them that
see, shall not be dim ; and the ears 4f them that hear, shall
hearken. The heart also of the rash shall understand knowl-
edge® Knowledge then shall be very universal among all
sorts of persans ; agreeable to Jer. xxxi. 34.« And they shall
teach no more cvery man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saymg, Know the Lord : For they shall all know me
from the least of them unto the greatest of them.”

There shall then be a wonderful unravelling of the difficult-
fes in the doctrinés of teligion, and clearing up of seeming in-
consistencies : ¢80 c¢rooked things shall be made straight,
and rough places shall be made plain, and darkness shall be-
come light before God’s people.” Difficulties in scripture
shall then be cleared ups and wonderful things shall be dis-
covered in the word of God, which were never discovered be-
fore. ‘The great discovery of those things in religion which
had been before kept hid, seems to be compared to removing
the vail, and discovering the ark of the testimony to the peo-
ple, which before used to be kept in the secret part of the
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#emple, and was never seen by them.. Thus, at the sounding
of the seventh angel, when it is proclaimed, « #hat the king-
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of his Christ, it is added, that ¢ the temple of God was opene
ed in heaven ; and there was seen in his temple the ark of his
‘testament.” So great shall be the increase of knowledge in
this time, that heaven shall'be as it were opened to the church
of God on earth. .

(2) Itshall be a time of great holiness. Now vital religion
shall every where prevail and reign. Religion shall not be
an empty profession, as it now mosly is, but holiness of heart
and life shall abundantly prevail. Those times shall be an
-exception from what Christ says of the ordinary state of the
«church, viz. that there shall be but few saved ; for now holi-
ness shall become general : Isa.lx. 21. « Thy people also
shall be all righteous.” Not that there will be none remain-
ing in a Christless condition ; but that visible wickedness
shall be suppressed every where, and true holiness shall be-
come general, though not universal. And it shall be a won-
-derful time, not only for the multitude of godly men, but for
eminency of grace : Isa. Ixv. 20. « There shall be no more
‘thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled kis
days : For the child shall die an hundred years old, but the
sinner, being an hundred years old, shall be accursed.” And
Zech, xii. 8. « He that is feeble among them at that day shall
‘be as David ; and the house of David shall be as God, as the
angel of the Lord before them.” ~And holiness shall then
be as it were inscribed on every thing, on all men’s common
business and employments, and the common utensils of life :
All shall be as it were dedicated to God, and applied to holy
purposes : Every thing shall then be done to the glory of
God : Isa. xxiii. 18. « And her merchandise and her hire
shall be holiness to the Lord.” And so Zech. xiv. 20, 21......
And as God’s people then shall be eminent in holiness of
heart, so they shall be also in holiness of life and practice.

(3) It shall be atime wherein religion shall in every res-
pect be uppermost in the world. It shall be had in great es.
teem and honor. The saints have hitherto for.the most part
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been kept under, and wicked men have governed. But now
they will be «ppermost. The kingdoms shall be given into
the hands of the saints of the « Most High Ged,” Dan. vii.
27. « And they shall reign on earth,” Rev.v. 10. ¢« They’
shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years,” Rev. xx. 4.
In that day, such persons as are eminent for true piety and
veligion, shall be chiefly promoted to places of trust and au-
thority. Vital religion shall then take possession of king’s
palaces and thrones ; and those whe are ' in highest advance-
ment shall be holy men : Isa. xlix. 23. « And kings shall be
thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing methers.”
Kings shall employ all their power, and glory, and riches, for
the advancement of the hanor and glery of Christ, and the
good of his church : Isa. Ix. 16. ¢ Thou shalt alse suck the
wmilk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breasts of kings.”
And the great men of the world, and the rich. merchants, and
otbers who have great wealth and influence, shall devote all
to Christ and his church : Psal. xlv. 12. « The daughter of
Tyre shall be there with a gift, even the rich among the peo-
ple shallintreat thy favor.””

(4) Those will be times of great peace and love. There
shall then be universal peace and a good understanding among
the patiops of the world, instead of such confusien, wars, and
bloodshed, as have hithertobeen frgm one age toanother : Isa.
it. 4. 4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall res
buke many people : And they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: Nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more.” Soit is represented as if all instruments of

‘war shquld be destroyed, as being become useless : Psal. xlvi,
9. « He maketh wars to cease unta the end of the earth : He
breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder, he bura-
eth the chariot in the fire.” See also Zech, ix. 10. Then
shall all nations dwell quietly and safely, without fear of any
enemy. Isa. xxxii. 18. ¢ And my people shall dwell in a
peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest.
ing places.” Also Zech. viii. 10, 11.
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And then shall mahce, and envy, and wrath, and revenge,
be suppressed every where, and peace and love shall prevai}
between one mati and anothér ; which is most elegantly set
forth in Isa. xi. 6.....10. ‘Then shall there be peace and love
between rulers and ruled. Rulers shall love their people, and
with all their might seek their best good ; and the people
shall love their rulers, and shall joyfully sabmit to them, and

" give them that honor which is their due. And so shall there

be an happy love between ministers and their people : Mal,
iv. 6, « And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the chil-
dren, and the heart of the children to their fathers.” Then
shall flourish in an eminent manner these Christian virtues
of meekness, forgivel*ng suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, brotherly kindn se excellent fruits of the Spirit,
Men, in their tempér and’ disposition, shall then be like the
Lamb of God, the lovely Jesus. The body shall be conform-
ed to the head.

Then shall all the world be united in one amiable society.
All nations, in all parts of the world, on every side of the
globe, shall then be knit together in sweet harmony. All
parts of God’s church shall assist and promote the spirituat
good of one another. A eommunication shall then be upheld
between all parts of the world to that' end ; and the art of nav~

‘ igation, whick is now applied se much to favor men’s covetous-
ness and pride, and is used so much by wicked debauched
men, shall then be consecrated to God, and applied to holy
uses, as we read in Isa. Ix. 5....9. And it will then be a time
wherein men will be abundant in expressing their love one to
another, not only in words, but in deeds of charity, as we
learn, Isa. xxxii. 5. ¢« The vile person shall be no more call-
ed liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful ;> and, verse 8.
¢ But the liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things
shall. he stand.”

(5) It will be a time of excellent order in the chureh of-
Christ. The true government and discipline of the church
will then be settled and put into practice. All the world shall
then be as one church, one orderly, regular, beautiful socxety
And as the body shall be one, sothe members shall be in
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beautiful proportion to each other. Then shall that be verifi-*
ed in Psal. cxxii. 3. « Jertsalem is builded as a city, that « is’
compact together.”

(6) The church of God shall then be beautiful and glorious

on these accounts ; yea, it will appear’ in perfection of beau-’
ty : Isa. Ix. I. « Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” Isa. 1xi. 10. « He hath'
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a- bridegroom:
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her-
self with her jewels.” On these forementioned accourits, the’
church will then be the greatest image of heaven itself.

(7) That will be a time of the greatest temporal prosperi--

ty. Such a spiritual state as we jagve just described, has a
natural tendency to temporal puﬁ.y : It has atendency
to health and long life ; and that ill actually be the case,
is evident by Zech. viii. 4. « Thus saith the Lord of hosts,

There shall yet old' men and old women dwell in the streets-

of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand fot

very age.” It has also a- natural tendency to procure ease,:

quietness, pleasantness, and cheerfulness of mindy and also
wealth, and great increase of children ; as is intimated in

Zech. viii. 5. « And the streets of the city shall be full of boys:

and girls playing in the streets thereof.”.....But further, the
temporal prosperity of the people of God will also be promot-
¢d by a remarkable blessing from heaven: Isa. Ixv. 21I.
« They shall build houses, and inhabit them ; and they shall
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” And in Mic, iva
4. « But they shall sit every man under his vine, and undet

his fig tre€, and none shall make them afraid,” Zech, viii. .

12. ¢« For the seed shall be prosperous, the vine shall give hes
fruit, and the ground shall: give her increase, and the heavens
shall give their dew, and I will cause the rémnant of this peo-
ple to possess all these things.” See also Jer. xxxi. 12, 13,
and Amos ix. 13. Yea, then they shall receive all manner of
tokens of God’s prescnce, and acceptance and' favor : Jer..
xxxiii. 9. ¢ And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and
an honor before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear
all the good.that I do unto them : And they shall fear and.
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tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I
Procure unto it.” Even the days of Salomon were but an im-
age of those days, as to the temporal prosperity which shall
obtain in them. ) _
(8) It will also be a time of great rejoicing : Isa. xxxv. 10.
% And the ransomed of the Lord shall réturn and come to
Zion with songs, and evérlasting joy upon their heads : They
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
fice away.” Chap.lv. 12. « For ye shall go out with joy, and
-beled forth with peace : The mountains and the hills shall

break forth before you.” Chap. Ixvi.11. « That ye may.

suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations :
That ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance
of her glory.” Chap. xii. 3. % With joy shall ye draw water

out of the wells of salvation.”.......Then will be a time of feastd -

ing. That will be the church’s glorious wedding day, so far
as her wedding with Christ shall ever be upon earth : Rev.
xix. 7. ¢ Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him ;
for thé marriage of the Lamb .is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready.” Vers. 9. « Blessed are they which are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”.......But F
¢ome now, )

2dly. To say something of the duration of this state of the
church’s prosperity. On this I shall be very brief. The

scriptures every where represent it to be of long continuance.’

The former intervals of rest and prosperity, as we before
observed, are represented to be but short ; but the represent-
ations of this state are quite différent : Rev. xx. 4. « And I

Saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of.

Jesus.....and they lived and reigned with Christ ¢ thousahd
Years.” Isa.lx. I5. « Whereas thou hast béen forsaken and
hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee any
¢ternal excellency, a joy of many generations.”

This may suffice as to the prosperous state of the church
through the greater part of the period from the destruction of
Satan’s visible kingdom in the world to Christ’s appearing i
. the elouds of heaven to judgment.

2 W

-~
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II. Tnow come to speak of the great apostasy there should
be towards the close of this period, and how imminently the
church should be for a short time threatened by her enemies.
And this I shall do under three particulars.

1. A little before the end of the world, there shall be a
very great apostasy, wherein great part of the world shall fall
away from Christ.and his church. It fs said in Rev. xx. 3,
that Satan should be cast into the bottomless pit, and shut up;, .
and have a seal set upon him, that he should deceive " the na-
tions no more till the thousand years should be fulfilled 5 and
that after that he must be loosed out of his prison for a little
season. And accordingly we are told, in the 7th and 8th ver~
ses, that when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be
loosed out of his prison, and should go forth to deceive the:
nations, which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and
Magog. Which seems to show as though the apostasy would
be very general. The nations of the four quartersof the
carth shall be deceived ; and the namber of those who shall”
yow turn enemies to Christ shall be vastly great, as the army
of Gog and Magog is represented in Ezekiel, and as it is said
in Rev. xx. 8, that the number of them is as the sand of the
sea, and that they went upon the breadth of the earth, as
though they were an army big enough to reach from one side
" of the earth to the other.

Thus after such an happy and glorious season, such a fong
day of light and holiness, of love, and peace, and joy, now it
shall begin again to be a dark time. Satan shall begin to
set'up his dominion again in the world. This werld shall
again become a scene of darkness and wickedness. The bot-
tomless pit of hell shall be opened, and devils shall come up
again out of it, and a dreadful smoke shall ascend to darken
the world.. And the church of Christ, instead of extending
to the utmost bounds of the world, as it did before, shall be re-
duced to narrow limits again. The world of mankind being
continued so long in a state of such great prosperity, shall
now begin to abuse their prosperity, to serve their lust and
corruption. This we learn from Luke xvii. 26, &¢.
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2. Those apostates shall make great opposition to the
church of God. The church shall seem to be imminently
threatened with a sudden and entire overthrow by them. It
is said, Satan shall gather them together to battle, as the sand
on the sea shore ; and they wentup on the breadth of thg
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city. " So that thjs beloved city shall seem just ready
to be swallowed up by them : For her enemies shall not only
threaten ber, but shall actnally have gathered together against.
her ; and not only so, but shall have besieged her, shall have
compassed her ahout on every side. ‘

There is nothing in the prophecy which seems to hold forth
as though the church had actually fallen into their hands, as
the church had fallen into the hands of Antichrist, to whom it
was given to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them, God will never suffer this to be again after the fall of
Antichrist ; for then the day of her mourning shall be ended,
But the church shall seem most imminently threatened with
utter and sudden destruction.

3. Now the state of things will seem most remarkably to
call for Christ’s immediate appearance to judgment. For
then the world shall be filled with the most aggravated wick-
edness that ever it was. For much the greater part of the
world shall have become visibly wicked and open enemies to_

- Christ, and their wickedness shall be dreadfully aggravated by
their apostasy. Before the fall of Antichrist, most of the -
world was full of visibly wicked men. . But the greater part
of these are poor Heathens, who never enjeyed the light of
the gospel ; and others are those that have been bred up in -
the Mahometan or Popish darkness. DBut these are those
that have apostatised from the Christian church, and the visi-
ble kingdom of Christ, in which they gnjoyed the great light
and privileges of the glorious times of the church, which shall
be incomparably greater than the light and privileges which
the church of God enjoys now. This apostasy will be most
like the apostasy of the devils of any that ever had before
been : For the devils apostatat;sed, ancl turned enemies to
Christ, though they enjoyed the light of heaven ; and these
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will apostatisc, and turn enemies to him, though they have en-
joyed the light and privileges of the glorious times of the
church. That such should turn open and avowed enemies
to Christ, and should seek the ruin of " his church, will cry
aloud for such immediate vengeance as was exccuted on the
devils when they fell. s

The wickedness of the world will remarkably call for
Christ’s immedijate appearing in flaming fire to take ven- °
geance on them, because of the way in which they shall man- .
ifest their wickedness, which will be by scoffmg and blasphem~
ing Christ and his holy religion ; and ;}articularly, they wil
scoff at the notion of Christ’s coming to judgment, of which
the church shall be in expectation, and of which they will
warn them. For, now doubtless will be another fulfilment,
and the greatest fulfilment, of 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4 « Knowing this
first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? For, since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue
as they were from the beginning of the creation.” They
shall be in no expectation of the coming of Christ to judg-
ment, and shall Jaugh at the notion. They shall trample all
such things undpr foot, and shall give up themselves to their
lusts, or to eat and drink, and wallow in ‘sensual detights, ay
though they were to be here forever. They shall despise
the warnings the’ church shall give them of the coming of
Christ to judgment, as the people of the old world despised
what Noah told them of the approachmg flood, and as the
people of Sodom did when Lot said to them, « The Lord will
destroy this city.”  Their wickedness on this account will cry
aloud to heaven for Christ’s appearing in flaming fire to take
vengeance of his enemies ; and also because another way that
they shall exercise their wickedness will be in the wicked de-

sign and violent attempt they shall be engaged in against the
holy city of God, against that holy city, wherein lately, and
for so long a time, so much of the religion of Christ had been
seen. They shall then be about to perpetrate the most hor-
rid design against this church. :
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And the numerousness-of the wicked that shall then be, is
another thing which shall especially call for Christ’s coming:
For the world will doubtless then be exceeding full of people,
‘having continued so long in so great a sate of prosperity, with-
out such terrible desolating extremitics, as wars, pestilences,
and the like, to diminish them. And the most of this world,
which shall be so populous, will be such wicked contemptu-
ous apostates from God. Undoubtedly that will be a day
wherein the world will be by far fuller of wickedness than ever
before it was from the foundation of it. And if the wicked-
ness of the old world, when men began to muitiply on the

- earth, called for the destruction of the world by a deluge of

waters, this wickedness will as much call forits destruction by
a deluge offire.,

Aguin, the circumstances of the church at that day will also”

eminently call for the immediate appearing of Christ,as they
will be compassed about by their blasphemous, murderous ene-
mies, just ready to be swallowed up by them. And it will be
a most distressing time with the church, excepting the com-
Yort they will have in the hope of deliverance from God : For
all other help will seem to fail. The case will be come to the
Jast extremity, and there will be an immediate need that
Christ should come to their deliverance. And though the
church shall be so imminently threatened, yet so will Provi-
dence order it, that it shall be preserved till Christ shall ap-
pear in his immediate presence, coming in the glory of his
Father with all his holy angels. And then will come the
Ainre when all the elect shall be gathered in. That work of
gonversion which has been carried on from the beginning of
the church after the fall through all those ages, shall pe car-
ried on no more. There never shall another soul be convert-

" ed. Every ene of those many millions, whose names were

swritten in the book of life before the foundation of the world,
shallbe brought in; not one soul shall be Jost. And the
mystical body of Christ, which has been growing since it firsy
began in the days of Adam, will be complete as to number of
parts, having every one of its members. In this respect the
work of redemption will now be finished. And now the end




358 '~ WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Periop IIL

for which the means of grace have been instituted shall be ob-

tained. All that effect which was intended to be accomplish-
#d by them shall now be accomplished,

SECTION II.

THUS I have shown how the success of Christ’s redemp-
tion has been accomplished during the continuance of the
Christian church under the means of grace. We have seen
what great revolutiens there have been, and are to be, during
this space of time ; how the great wheels of providence have
gone round for the accomplishment of that kind of success of
Christ’s purchase, which consists in the bestowment of grace

on the elect: And we are, in the prosecution of the subject,

come to the time when all the wheels have gone round ; the
coursc of things in this state of it is finished, and all things are
ripe for Christ’s coming to judgment.

You may remember, that when I began to discourse of thls
third proposition, viz. That from the resurrection of Christ
to the end of the world, the whole time is taken up in procur-
ing the success and effect of Christ’s purchase of redemption,
T observed, that the success of Christ’s purchase is of two
kinds, consisting either in grace or glory ; and that the suc-
cess consisting in the former of these, is to be seen in those
works of God which are wrought during those ages that.the-
church is continued under the means of grace ; and that the

success, consisting in the latter, will chiefly be accomplished

at the day of judgment.

Having already shown how the former kind of success has
been accomplished, I come now, in the second place, to the
latter, viz. that kind of success which is accomplished in the
bestowment of glory on the church, which shall chiefly be be-
stowed on the church at the day of judgment. And here I
would mentiun two or three things in the general concerning
this kind of success of Christ’s purchase.




"PartIL] WORK OF REDEMPTION. 358

1. How great the success of Christ’s purchase is, chiefly
appears in this. . The success of Christ’s purchase does sum-
marily consist in the salvation of the elect. But this bestow=
mentof glory is eminently called zheir salvation : Heb.ix. 28.
¢« To them that look for him, shall he appear the second time,
without sin unto salvation.” $o it is called redempition, being
eminently that wherein the redemption of the church con-
sists, So in Eph. iv. 30. «Sealed unto the day of redemption ;”
and Luke xxi. 28, and Eph. i. 14. « Redemption of the pur~
chased possession.”

2. All that is before this, while the church is under the
means of grdce, is only to make way for the success which is
to be accomplished in the bestowment of glory. The means
of grace are to fit for glory ; and God’s grace itself is bestow~«
ed on the elect to make them micet for glory.

3. All those glorious things which were brought to pass for
the church while under the means of grace, are butimages
and shadows of this. So were those glorious things which
were accomplished for the church in the days of Constantine
the Great ; and so is all that glory which is to be accomplish-~
ed in the glorious times of the church which are to succeed
the fall of Antichrist. Asgreat as it is, it is all but a shadow
of what will be bestowed at the day of judgment : And there-
fore, as I have alteady often observed, all those preceding
glorious events, by which God wrought glorious things for his
church, are spoken of in scripture as images of Christ’s last
coming to judgment.

But I hasten more partlculally to show how this kind of
success of Christ’s purchase is accomplished.

1. Christ will appear in the glory of his I'ather, with all his
holy angels, coming in the clouds of heaven. When the
world is thus revelling in their wickedness, and compassing
the holy city about, just.ready to destroy it, and when the
church is reduced to such a great strait, then shall the glori-
ous Redeemer appear. He through whom this redemption
has all along been carried on, he shall appear in the sight of
the world ; the light of his glory shall break forth ; the whole
werld shall immediately have notice of it, and they shall lit
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up their eyes and behold this wonderful sight. It is said,
« Every eye shall see him,” Rev.i.7. Christ shall appear
coming in his human natyre, in that samé body which was
brought forth in «' stable, and laid in a manger, and which af-’
térwards was so cruelly used, and nailed to the créss.

Men shall now Lift up their eyes, and see bim coming in’
such majesty and glory as now is to us utterly incouceivable.
The glory of the sunin a cléar firmament, will be but dark~
fess in comparison of it ; and all the glorious angels and arch<
angels shall attend apon him, thousand thousands ministering
to him, and ten thousand times ten thousand round about him.
How different a person will he then appear from what he did
at his first coming, when he was as a root out of a dry groundy
a poor, despised, afflicted man! How different now is his ap~
pearance, in the midst of those glorious angels, principalities,
and powers, in heavenly places, attending him' as his ordinary
servants, from what it was when in the midst of a ring of sol-
diers, with his mock robe and his crown of thorns, to be buf-
fetted and spit upon, or hanging on the cross between two
thieves, with a multitude of his enemies about him triumph-
ing over him !

This sight will be a most unexpected sight to the wicked'
world : It will come as a cry at midnight : They shall be tak-
en in the midst of theu' wickedness, and it will give them a’
dreadful alarm. It will at once break up their revels, their
eating, and drinking, and carousing. It will put a quick end’
to the design of the great army that will then be compassing’
the camp of the saints: It will make them let drop their’
. weapons out of their hands. The world, which will then be
very full of people, mast of whom will be wicked men, will
then be filled with dolorous shrieking and crying ; for all the
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him, Rev. i. 7......
And where shall they hide themselves ? How will the sight’
of that awful majesty terrify them when taken in the midst of
their wickedness ? Then they shall see who he is, what kind'
of a person he is, whom they have mocked and scoffed at, and-
whose church they have been endeavoring to overthrow.....
"This sight will change their voice. The voice of their laugh-
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_ ter and singing, while they are marrying and giving in mar-
riage, and the voice of their scoffing, shall be changed into

‘hideous, yea hellish yelling. Their countenances shall be
changed from 2 show of carnal mirth, haughty pride, and con-
tempt of God’s people ; ‘it shall put on a shéw of ghastly ter-
TOr and ainazement ; and tremblmg and chattering of teeth
shall seize upon them.

But with respect to the saints, the’church of Christ, it shall
be a joyful and most glorious sight to them : For this sight

- will at once deliver them from all fear of their enemnies, who.
were before compassing them about, just ready to swallow
them up. Deliverance shall come in their extremity : The
glorious Captain of their salvation shall appear for them at a
time .when no other help appeared. Then shall they lift up
their heads, and their redemption shall be drawing nigh, Luke
-xxi. 28. And thus Christ will appear with infinite majesty,
and yet at the same time they shall see infinite love in his
countenance to them. And thus to see their Redeemer coming
in the clouds of heaven, will fill their hearts full of gladness.
Their countenances aiso shall be changed, but net as the coun-
tenances of the wicked, but shall be changed from being sor-
rowful, to be exceeding joyful and triumphant. And now the
work of redemption will be finished in another sense, viz.
that the whole church shall be completely and eternally
freed from all persecution and molestation from wicked men
and devils.

2. The last trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised, and the living changed. God sent forth his angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, to gather together his elect,
from the four corners of the earth in a mystical sense, before
the destruction of Jerusalem ; i. e. he sent forth the apostles,
and others, to preach the gospel all over the world. And so

" in a mystical sense the great trumpet was blown at the begin-
ning of the glorious times of the church. But now the great
trumpet is blown in a more literal sense, with a mighty sound,
which shakes the earth. There will be a great signal given
by a mighty sound made, which is called tke voice of the arch-
angel, as being the 'angel of greatest strength, 1 Thes. iv. 16.

' 2X
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4 For the Lord himself shall descend ffom heaven with 4
shout, with the voice of the archangel, 2hd with the trumip of
God.” On the sound of th'q great trarhpet; the déad shill be
raised every where. Now the number of the ‘dead is vety
great. How many has death cut down for o lonig a tithe &$
since the world has stood ! Bat then thé number will b&
much greater after the world shall have stcod so tuch loriget;
and through most of the remaining time will doubtléss be
much fuller of inhabitants than ever it has been. AH theke
ghall now rlse from the dead: The graves shall be opened
every where in afl parts'of the world, arid the sea shall give up-
the inhumerable dead that are In it, Rev. %x. 13.

And riow all the inhabitants that ever shall have Been upof
the face of the earth, from the beginning 6f thé world fo that
{ime, shall all appear upon earth at onice ; all that &ver havé:
been of the church of God in all ages, Adam &nd Eve, the fi'st
parents of mankind, and Abel and Seth, and Methiiselaki, fid
all the saints who were their contemporaties, and Noah, dfid
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the prophets of Israel, arid thie
saints in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and A1l that Wwerk
of the chiirch in their tifnes ; and all the holy apostles of J&-
sus Christ, and all the saints of their tinves ; and all the holy
martyrs urider the ten Heathén pérsecutions ; and all who be-
longeéd t6 the church in its wilderriess state, during the dark
times of Antichrist, and aH the holy martyrs who ‘have suffér-
ed under-the cruelty of the Popish persecutions ; siid all thé
saints of the present time, and all the saints who are here in
this assembly among the rest; and all that shdll be from
kence to the end of the world.....Now also_ all the éntinfies of
- the church that have or shall be in all the ages of the world,
shall appear upon the face of the earth again ; all the wicked
killed in the flood, and the multitudes that died afl over the
world among God’s professing [ieople, or others ; Al thst di-
ed'in all the Heathen nations before Christ, and all wicked
Heathens, and, Jews, and Mahometans, and Papists, that have
died since ; all shall come together. Sinners 6f all sorts ;
demure hypocrites, those who have the fairestand best 6ut-
side, and open profane drunkards; whoremasters, heretics,
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Dms!;s, and all cruel persecutars, and all that haye died or
shall die in sin amongst us.

And at the same time that the dead are raised, the living.
"shall be changed. The bodies of the wicked who shall then
be living, shall be so changed as to fit them for eternal tor-
ment without corruption; and the bodles of .all the living
sgints shall be changed to be like Christ’s glotious body, 1 Cor.
xV. §1, 52, §3.,... The bodies of the saints shall be se changed
a tp render them for ever incapable of pain,or affliction, or
ungasiness ; aud all that dullness and heaviness, and all thag
deformxty, which their bodies had before, shall be put off;

" and they shall put on strengtb, z}nd beauty, and activity, and
incopruptible unfading glory. And in such g}ory shall the
‘bodies of all the risen saints appear.

And poy the work of redemption shall be finished in an-
other Tgpech Viz. that all the elect shall now be actually re-
deemed in bpth soul and body. Before this, the work of re-
demption, as to its actual success, was but incomplete and
imperfect ; for only the souls of the redeemed were actually
saved and glorified, excepting in some few instances: Bug
now all the bodies of the saints shall be saved and glorified
together. ; all the elect shall be glonﬁed in the whole man,
-ang, the soul and body in union-one with the other.

3. Now shall the whole church of saints be caught up in
the cloyds to meet the Lord in the air, and all wicked men
and devils shall be arraigned before the judgment seat.,
‘When _the dead saints are raised, then the whole church,
consisting of ll the elect through all ages, will be standing
tagether; op the faoe of the earth, at least all excepting those
few whase boches wexe glorified before ; and then they shall
all mount .up as with wings in the air to meet Christ ; for it
-secps that Christ, when he comes to judgment, will not come
q‘u}te down to the ground, but his throne vill be fixed in the
ain in the gegion of the clouds, whence he may be seen by
all that vast multitude that shall be gathered before him.
The church of saints therefore shall be taken up from the
earth tQ ascend up to their Saviour. Thus thg apostle tells
us, that when the dead in Christ are raused, and the living
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changed, then those who are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so
shall we be ever with the Lord, 1 Thes. iv. 16, 17. What a
wonderful sight will that be, when all the many millions
of saints are seen thus mounting up from all parts of the
world !

Then shall the work of redemption be finished in another
respect : Then shall the whole church be perfectly and for
ever delivered from this present evil world, for ever forsake

this cursed ground : They shall take their everlasting leave -

of this earth, where they have been strangers, and which has
been for the most part such a scene of their trouble and sor-
row ; where the devil for the most part has reighed as god,

and has greatly molested them, and which has been such &

scene of wickedness and abomination, where Christ theéir
Lord has been cruelly used ; and where they have been so
hated, and reproached, and persecuted, from age to ‘age,

through most of the ages of the world. They shall leave it
under foot to go to Christ, and néver shall set foot on it again. :

And there shall be an everlasting separation made between
them and wicked men, Before théy were mixed together,;
and it was impossible in many instances to’ determine which
were which'; but now all shall become visible ; both samts
and sinners shall appear in their true characters. E
Then shall all the ‘church be seen flocking together in the
air to the place where Christ shall have fixed his throne, com-
ing from the east and west; and north and south, to the right
hand of Christ. 'What a mighty cloud of them will there be,
when all that ever have been of the church of God, all that
were before Christ, all that multitude of saints that were in
the apostles’ time, and all that were in the days of Constantine
the Great, and all that were before and since the Reforma-
tion, and also all that great multitudé of saints that shall be in
all the glorious times of the church, when the whole earth
shall for so many generatidns be full of saints, and also all that
shall be then living when ‘Christ shall come ; I say, what a
cloud of them will there be, when all these are seen flocking
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together in the reglon of the clouds at “the nght hand of
Christ !
' And then also the work of redemption will be ﬁmshed in
.another respect, viz. that then the church shall all be gather-
ed together, They all belonged to one society before, but
yet were greatly separated with respect to the place of their
habitation ; some bemg in heaven, and some on earth ; and
those who were on éarth together were separated one from
another, many of them by wide oceans, and vast continents.
But now they shall all be gathered together, never to be sep-
arated any imore. ~And not only shall all the members of the
church now be gathered together, butall shall be gathered
unto theeread, into his immediate glorious presence, never
to be separated from hlm any more Th;s never came to
pass till now. N - - )
At the same time, all wicked men and devils shall be’
brought before the ]udgment seat of Christ. These shall be
gathered to the left hand of Christ, and, as’it seems, will still
remain upon the earth, and shall not be caught up into the
a_ir, as the saints shall be.” The devil, that old serpent, shall
now be dragged up out of hell: ' He, that first procured the
fall and misery of mankmd, and has so set himself against .
their redemption, and has all along shown himself such an in-
veterate enemy to the Redeemer ; now he shall never more
have any thmg‘ to do with the church of God, or be saffered
in the least to afflict or molest any member of it any more
for ever. Instead of that; now he must be judged, and re-
ceive the due reward of his deeds. Now is come’ the time
which he has a’lways dreaded, and trembled at the thought
of ; the time wherem he must be judged, and receijve his full
punishment. "He who by his temptation maliciously procur-
ed Christ’s crucifixion, and triumphed upon it, as though he
had obtained the vn.tory, even ke shall seé the consequences
of the death of Christ which he procured : For Christ’s com-'
ing to judge him in his human nature is the consequence of
it ; for Christ. obtained and purchased this glory to himself
by that death. Now he must stand before that same Jesus
whoseé death he procured, to be judged, condemned, and eter-
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nally destroyed by him. 1If Satap, the prince of hell, trem-
bles at the thought of it thousands of years beforehand, hoy
mnch more will he tremble, as proud and as stubborn as he
is, when he comes to stand at Christ’s bar.

Then shall he also stand at the bar of the saints, whom he .

bas so hated, and afflicted, apd molested : For the saints shall
judge him with Christ : 1 Cor. vi. 3. « Kuow ye not that we
ghall judge angels !’ Now shall he be as it were subdued un-

_der the church’s feet, agreeable to Rom. xvi. 20....Satan, when
he first tempted our first parents to fall, deceitfully and lying-
Jy told them, that they should be as gods : But little did hQ
think that the consequence should be, that they should indeed,
te so much as gods, as to be assessors with God to judge him.

Much less did he think, that that cpnsequence would follow,
that one of that nature which he then tempted, ong of the pos~
terity of those persons whom he tempted, should actually, be

.ynited to God, and that 4s God be should judge the world,
and that he himself must stapd trembling and astopished be-
fore his judgment seat. But thus all the devils in hell, who
have so opposed Christ and his kingdom, shall now at last
stand in utmost amazement and horror before Chmgt and his
shurch, who shall appear to condemn them.

Now also shall all Christ’s other enemies be brought to ap-
pear ‘before him. Now shall wicked, proud, scrxbes and Phar-
state of humlhau,on, and who persecuted Chn,st to dgpth,;
those before whose judgment seat Christ was once called ang,
stood, as a malefactor at their bar, and these who mocked
him, and buffeted him, and spxt in his face now shall they
see Christ in his glory, as Christ forewamed them in the
time of it, Matth. xxvi. 64, 65. Zhen Christ was before their
judgment seat ; but now it is their turn. They shall stand
before his judgment seat with inconceivable horror and,

amazement, with ghastly countenances, and qp;\king limbs,_

a'nd chattering teeth, and knees smiting ong against another,,

Now also all the cruel g¢nemies and persecutors of thq
church that have been in all ages, shall come in saght togeth-
er. Pharaoh and the Egypuans, Antiochys pryhanes, the
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pefdecitifif; bcribes dnd Pharisces, the persécuting Heathen
Eitipeiors, Julian thi¢ apostate, the cruel persecuting Popes
and Paplbts, Gog and Magog, shall all appear at once before
the judgment seat of Christ. THey and the saints who havé
In evefy 4ge beeh persecnted by them, shall come in sight
vne ‘Hf ‘dnotHer, #nd must confront one anothér now beforé
e gréat Judge. And niow shall the saints on their glorious
thirenes He made the judges of those unjust kings and rulers
Wwho hut® befofe judg¥d and condemned them, and cruelly
pat theini to death. Now shall those persecutors behold thée
tHie glory to which they dre 4irived whom they before so cru-

¢lly despised and so érelly used ; and Christ will make those

holy Mikttyrs as it were to tome and set their feet on the
fiecks of their persecutors ; they shall be made their
foorstool.

Thus wonderfully will the face of things be altered from
hat used to be in te former times of the world ; now will
all things be coming fo rights.

4. The righteousness of the church shall be mamfested,~
4nd all the wickedriéss of their enemies shall be brought to
fight. Those saints Who had been the objects of hatred, re«
proach, and conteinpt in the world, and were reviled and con-

demniéd by their persecutors withiout a cause, shall now be
"ulfy vindicated. They shall now appear clothed with the .

#lorious robe of Christ’s righteousness. It shall be most
fnanifest before theé 'évorld, that Christ’s righteousness is

theirs, and they shafl ds it were gloriously shine forth init. -

. And then also shall their inhérent holiness be made manifest,
and all their good works shall be brought to light. The good
things which they did in secrét shall now be manifested open-
ly. Those holy ones of God, who had been treated as though
they were the filth and offscouring of the éarth, as though
they were not fit to live upbn earth, as worse than beasts or
devils, shall now, when things shall appear as they are, ap-
pear to have béen the excellent of the earth. Now God will
bring forth their righteousness as the light, and their judg-
ment as the noonday. And now it shall appear who were

those wicked persons that were not fit to live, when all the’
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wickedness of the enemies of Christ and his church, their
pride, their malice, their cruelty, their hatred of true religion,
shall be set forth in all the horrid acts of it, and with all its
aggravauons in its proper colors. ,

And now the righteous may be heard before this great
Judge, who could not be heard before those unjust judges.
Now they shall declare their cause, and shall rise up in judg-
ment against thyir persecutors, and shall declare how they
have been treated by them. And now all the wickedness of
the wicked of thq whole world shall be brought to light. All
their secret w1ckedness, and their very hearts, shall be open-
ed to view, and as it were turned inside put before the bright
light of that great day : And things that have béen spoken in
the ear, in the, closet, and done in the dark, shall be manifested
in the light, and proclaimed before all angels and men that
are, ever were, or shall be.

5. The sentence shall be pronounced on the righteous and
the wicked. Christ, the glorious judge, shall pass that bless-
ed sentence on the church, at his right hand, ¢« Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” This sentence shall be
pronounced with infinite love, and the voice will be most
sweet, causing every heart to flow with joy. Thus Christ
shall pronounce a sentence of justification on thousands and
millions, who have before had a sentence of condemnation
passed upon them by their persecuting rulers. He will thus
put honor upon those who have been before despised : He
willown them for his, and will as it were put a crown of glory
upon their heads before the world ; and then shall they shine
forth as the sun with Jesus Christ in glory and joy, in the
sight of all their enemies. .

And then shall the sentence of condemnation be passed on
the wicked, « Iepart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepar-
ed for the devil and his angels.” Thus shall the church’s en~
emies be condemned ; in which sentence of condemnation,
the holy martyrs, who have suffered from them, shall concur.
‘When the words of this sentence are pronounced, they will
strike every heart of those at the left hand with inconceivable
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horror and amazement. Every syllable of it will be more
terrible than a stream of lightning through their hearts. We

_ can conceive but very little of those signs and expressions of
horror which there will be upon it, of shrieking, quaking,
gnashing of teeth, distortions of countenance, hideous looks,
hideous actions, and hideous voices, through all' that vast
throng. '

6. Upon this Christ and all his church of saints, and all the
holy angels ministering to them, shall leave this lower world,
and ascend up towards the highest heavens. Christ shall as«
cend in as great glory, as he descended, and in'some respects
greater :  For now he shall ascend with his elect church with
him, glorified in both body and soul. Christ’s first ascension
to heaven soon after his own resurrection was very glorious.
But this his second ascension, the ascension of his mystical
body, his whole.church shall be far more glorious. The re-
deemed church shall all ascend with him in a most joyful and
triumphant manner ; and all their enemies and persecutors,
who shall be left behind on the ascursed ground to be con-
sumed, shall see the sight, and hear their songs. )

And thus Christ’s church shall forever leave this accursed
world, to go into that more glorious world, the highest heav-
ens, into the paradise of God, the kingdom that was prepared
for them from the foundation of the world.

7. When they are gone, this world shall be set on fire, and
be turned into a great furnace, wherein all the enemies of
Christ and his church shall be tormented forever and ever.
This is manifest by 2 Pet. iii. 7. « But the heavens and the
earth which are now, by the same word are kept in store, re-
served untg fire against the day of judgment, and perdition of
ungodly men.” 'When Christ and his church are ascended
to a distance from this world, that miserable company of
wicked being left behind, to have their sentence executed up-
on them here, then, some way or other, this whole lower
world shall be set on fire, either by fire from heaven, or by
fire breaking out of the bowels of the earth, or both, as it was
with the water in the time of the deluge. However, this

lower world shall be set all on fire. How wil it strike the
2Y
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wicked with horror, when the fire begins to lay hold upon
them, and they find no way to escape it, or flee or hide from
it ! What shrieking and crying will there be among those
many thousands and millions, when they begin to enter into
this great furnace, when the whole world shall be a furnace
of the fiercest und most raging heat ! Insomuch that the A-
postle Peter says, (2 Pet. iii. 10. 12.) that « The heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall

melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are-

therein shall be burnt up ;” and that the ¢« heavens being on
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat.” And so fierce shall be its heat that it shall burn
the earth into its very centre ; which seems to be whatis
meant, Deut. xxxii. 22. « For a fire is kindled in my anger,

and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the

earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the.
mountains.”

And here shall all the pgrsecutors of the church of God
burn in everlasting fire, who have before burnt the saints at
the stake, and shall suffer torments far beyond all that their
utmost wit and malice could inflict on the saints. And here
the bodies of all the wicked shall burn, and be tormented to
all eternity, and never be consumed ; and the wrath of God
shall be poured out on their souls. Though the souls of the
wicked in hell do now suffer dreadful punishment, yet their
punishment will be so increased at the day of judgment, that
what they suffered before, is, in comparison of it, as an im-
prisonment to the execution which follows it. > And now the
devil, that old serpent, shall receive his full punishment ;
now shall that which he before trembled for fear of, fully
come upon him. This world, which formetly used tobe
the place of his kingdom, where he set up himself as God,
shall now be the place of his complete punishment, and full
and everlasting torment.

And in this, one desxgn of the work of redempuon which
has been mentioned, viz. putting Christ’s’ enemies under his
feet, shall be perfectly accomplished. His epemies shall
now be made his footstool in the fullest degree. Now shall
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be the most perfect fulfilment of that in Gen. iii. 15. « It
shall bruise thy head.” '

‘8. At the same time all the church shall enter with Christ,
their glorious Lord, into ‘the highest heaven, and there shall
enter on the state of their highest and eternal blessedness and
glory. While the lower world, which they have left under
their feet, is seized with the fire of God’s vengeance, and
flames are kindling upon it, and the wicked are entering into
everlastmg fire, the whole church shall enter, with their glo--
rious head, and all the holy angels attending, in a joyful man-
ner into the eternal paradise of God, the palace of the great
Jehovah, their heavenly Father. The gates shall open wide

~ for them to enter, and there Christ will bring them into his
chambers in the highest sense. He will bring them into his
Father’s house, into a world not tike that which they have
left. Here Christ will bring them, and present them in glo-
ry to his Father, saying, « Here am I, and the children which
thou hast given me ;” as much as to say,' Here am I, with
every one of those whom thou gavest me from eternity to
take the care of, that they might be redeemed and glorified,
and to redeem whom I have done and suffered so much, and
to make way for the redemption of whom I have for so many
. agesbeen accomplishing such great changes. Herethey are
now perfectly redeemed in body and soul ; I have perfectly
delivered them from all the ill fruits of the fall, and perfectly
freed them from all their enemies ; I have brought them al-
together into one glorious society, and united them all in my, -
self : I have openly justified them before all angels-and men,
and here I have brought them all away from that accursed
‘world where they have suffered so much, and have brought
them before thy throne : I have done all that for them which
".thou hast appointed me : I have perfectly cleansed them
from aHl filthiness in my blood, and here they are in perfect
holiness, shining with thy perfect image.

And then the Father will accept of them, and own them all
for his children, and , will welcome them to the eternal and

_perfect inheritance and glory of his house, and will on this
-occasion give more glorious manifestations of his love thag

\
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ever before, and will admit them to a more full and perfect
enjoyment of himself.

And now shall be the marriage of the Lamb in the most
perfect sense. The commencement of the glorious times of
the church on earth, after the fall of Antichrist, is represent-
-ed as the marriage of the Lamb; and this shall be the mar-
riage of the Lamb in the highest sense that ever shall be on
earth : But after this we read of another marriage of the
Lamb at the close of the day of judgment. After the beloved
disciple had given an account of the day of judgment, in the
close of the 20th chap. of Revelation, then he proceeds to give
an account of what follows in the 21st and 22d chapters :
. And in the 2d verse of the 2ist chapter, he gives an account
that he saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And when Christ shall bring’
his church into his Father’s house in heaven, after the judg-
ment, he shall bring her thither as his bride, having there
presented her, whom he loved and gave himself for, to him-
self without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.

The bridegroom and the bride shall then enter into heaven,
both having on their wedding robes, attended with all the glori-
ous angels. And there they enter on the feast and joys of their
marriage before the Father ; they shall then begin an everlast-
ing wedding day. This shall be the day of the gladness of
Christ’s heart,wherein he will greatly rejoice and all the saints
shall rejoice with him. Christ shall rejoice over his bride,

and the bride shall rejoice in her husband, in the state of her
consummate and everlasting blessedness, of which we have a
particular description in the 21st and 22d ehap. of Revelation.

And now the whole work of redemption is finished. We
have seen bow it has been carrying on from-the fall of man
to this time, Butnow it is complete with respect to all that
belongs to it. Now the topstone of the building is laid. In |
the progress of the discourse on this subject, we have fol-
Jowed the church of God in all the great changes, all her toss-
ings to and fro that she has been subject to, in all the storms
and tempests through the many ages -of the world, till at
length we have seen anend to all these storms. We have
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seen her enter the harbor, and landed in the highest heavens,
in complete and eternal glory in all her members, soul and
body. We have gone throtgh time, and the several ages of
it, as the pravidence of God, and the word of God, bave led us;
and now we have issued into eternity after time shall be no
more. We have seen all the church’s enemies fixed in end-
less misery,.and have seen the church presented in her per-
fect redemption before the Father in heaven, there to enjoy
¢his most unspeakable and inconceivable glory and blessed-
ness ; and there we Jeave her to enjoy this glory throughout
the never ending ages of eternity.

Now all Christ’s enemies yill be perfectly put under his
feet, and he shall have his most perfect trinmph oyer sin ‘and
Satan, and all his instruments, and death, and hell. Now
shall all the promises made to Christ by God the Father be-
fore the foundation of the world, the promises of the cove-
nant of Redemption, be fully accomplished. And Christ
shall now perfectly have obtained the joy that was set before
him, for which he undertook those great sufferings which he
underwent in his state of humiliation. Now shall all the
hopes and expectations of the saints be fulfilled. The state
of things that the church was in before, was a progressive and
preparatory state : But naw she is arrived to her most per-
{ect state of glory All the glory.of the glorious times of
the church on earth is but a faint shadow of this ker consum-
mate glory in heaven.

And now Christ the great Redeemer shall be most perfect-
iy glorified, and God the father shall be glorified in him, and
ahe Holy Ghost shall be most fully glorified in the perfection

" of his work on the hearts of all the church......And now shall
that new heaven and new earth, or that renewed stite of
-things, which had been building up cver since Christ’s resur-
rection, be completely finished, after the very material frame
of the old heavens and old earth are degtroyed : Rev. xxi. 1.

"« And I saw a new heaven, and a new earth : For the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away.”....And now will
the great Redeemer have perfected every thing that appere
tains to the work of redemption, which he began so soon af-

~

-
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ter the fall of man. And who can conceive of the triumph of
those praises which shall be sung in heaven on this great oc-

_ casion, so much greater than that of the fall of Antichrist,
which occasions such praises as-we have described in the 19th
chapter of Revelation ! The beloved disciple John seems to
-want expressions to describe those praises, and says, « It was
s the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thun-
derings, saying, Allelujah : For the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.” But much more inexpressible will those praises
be, which will be sung in heaven after the final consumma-
tion of all things. Now shall the praises of that vast and glo-
ricus multitude be as mighty thunderings indeed !

And now how are all the former things passed away, and
.what a glorious state are things fixed in to remain to all eter-
nity L....And as Christ, when he first entered upon the work
of redemption after tte fall of man, had the kingdom com-
mitted to him of the Father, and had took on himself the
administration of the affairs of the universe, to manage all so
as to subserve the purposes of this affair ; so now, the work
‘being finished, he will deliver up the kingdom to God, even
the Father, 1 Cor. xv. 24. « Then cometh the end, when he
shall ‘have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fath-
er; when he shall have put down all ‘ruje, and all authority
and power.”” Not that Christ shall cease to reign or have a
kingdom after this ; for it is said, Luke i. 33. « He shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there shall be no end.” So in Dan. vii. 14. « That his domin-
ion is an everlasting domimion, which shall not pass away, -and
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” But the
meaning is, that Christ shall deliver up that kingdom or do-
minion which he has over the world, as the Father’s delegate
or vicegerent, which the Father committed te him, to be
managed in subserviency to this great design of redemption.
The end of this commission, or delegation, whiclk he had
from the Father seems to be to subserve this particular design
of redemption ; and therefore, when that design is fully ac-
complished, the commission will cease, and Christ will deliy-
T it up to the Father, from whom he received it.
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE WHOLE.

I PROCEED now to enter upon some improvemert of
the whole that has been said from this doctrine. '

I. Hence we may learn how great a work this work of re-~
demption is. We have now had it in a very imperfect man-
ner set forth before us, in the whole progress of it, from its
first beginning after the fall, to the end of the world, when it
is finished. We have seen how God has carried on this
~ building from the first foundation of it, by along succession

"of wonderful works, advancing it higher and higher from one
age to another, till the top  stone is laid at the end of the
world. And now let us consider how great a work this is.
Do men, when they behold some great palaces or churches,

sometimes admire their magnificence, and are almost aston-

ished to consider how greata piece of work it was to build
such an house ? Then how well may we admire the great-
ness of this building of God, which he builds up age after age,
by a series of such great things which he brings to pass?
There are three things that have been exhibited to usin what
has been said, which do especially show the greatness of the .
work of redemption.

1. The greatness of those particular events, and dispensa-
tions of providence, by which it is accomplished. How great
are those things which God has done, which are but so many
parts'of this great work ! What great things were done in
the world to prepare the way !or Christ’s coming to pur-
chase, and what great things were done in the purchase of
redemption ! What a wonderful thing was that which was
accomplished to put Christ in an immediate capacity for
this purchase, viz. his jncarnation, that God should be-
come man ! And what great things were done in that pur-
chase, that a person who' is the cternal Jehovah, should
live upon earth for four or five and thirty years together,
in ‘a mean despised condition, and that he should spend
his life in such labors and sufferings, and that at last he
‘should die upon the cross ! And what great things have been
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done to accomplish the success of Christ’s redemption [
What great things to put him into a capacity to accomplish
this success ! For this purpose he rose from the dead, and as—
cended up into heaven, and all things were made subject to-
him. How many miracles have been wrought, what mighty
revolutions have been brought to pass in the world already,
and how much greater shall be brought to pass, in orderto it !

2. The number of those great events by which God car-
ries on this work, shows the greatness of the werk. Those
mighty revolutions are so many as to fill up many ages..
The particular wonderful events by which the work of crea-
tion was carried on filled up six days: But the great dispen<
sations by which the work of redemption is carried on, are so-
many, that they fill up six or seven thousand years at least, as-
we have reason to conclade from the word of God......There
were great things wrought in this affair before the flood, and
in the flood the world was once destroyed by water, and God’s
church was so wonderfully preserved from the floed in order
to carry on this work. And after the flood, what great things
did God work relating to the resettling of the world, to the
building of Babel, the dispersing of the nations, the shorten-
ing of the days of man’s life, the calling of Abraham, the des-
truction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and that long séries of won«
derful providences relating to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and Joseph, and those wonders in Egypt, and at the Red sea,
and in the wilderness, and in Canaan in Joshua’s time, and by
a long succession of wonderful providences from age to age,
towards the nation of the Jews !

What great things were wrought by God, in so often over-
turning the world before Christ came, .to make way for his
coming ! What great things were done also in Christ’s time,
and then after that in overturning Satan’s kingdom in the
Heathen empire, and in so preserving his church in the dark
times of Popery, and in bringing about a Reformation !
How many great and wonderful things will be effected in ac-
complishing the glorious times of the church, and at Christ’s
last coming on the day of judgment, in the destruction of the
world, and in carrying the whole church into heaven.

8
-
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3. The glonous issue of this whole affair,in’ the perfect
and eternal destruction of the wicked, and in the consummate
glory of the righteous. And now let us once more take &
view of this building, now all is finished and the top stone laid.
It appeared in @ glorious height in the apostles’ time, and
much more glorious in the time of Constantine, and will ap-
pear much more glorious still after the fall of Antichrist ;
but at the consummation of all things, it appears in an im-
mensely more glorious height than ever before. Now it ap-
pears in its greatest magnificence, as a complete lofty struc-
ture, whose top reaches to the heaven of heavens ; a building
worthy of the great God; the King of kings.

And from what has been said, one may argué that the work
of redemption is the greatest of all God’s Wworks of which we
have any notice, and it is the end of all his other works. It
appears plainly from what has been said, that this work is the
principal of all God’s works of providence, and that all other
works of providerice aré reducible hither ; they are all subor-
dinate to the great affait of redemption. We see-that all the
revolutions in the world are to subserve this grand design ; so
that the work of redempuon is, as it were, the sum of God s
works of providence.

. This shows us how much greater the work of redemption
{5, than the work of creation : For I have several times obe
served, that the work of providence is greater than the work
"of creation, because it is the end of it ; as the use of an house
is the end of the building of the house. But the work of re-
demption, as I have just said, is the sum of all God’s works
of providence ; all are subordinate to it : So the work of the
new creation is more excellent than the old. So it ever is,
that when one thing is removed by God to make way for an-
other, the new one excels the old. Thus the temple excelled
the tabernacle ; the new covenant, the old ; the new dispensa-
tion of the gospel, the dispensation of Moses ; the throne of
David, the throne of Saul ; the priesthqod of Christ, the priest-
hood of Aaron ; the new Jerusalem, the old ; and so the new
creation far excels the old.

2 Z
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God has used the creation which he has made, for no ather
purpose but to subserve the designs of this affair. To answer
this end, he hath created and disposed of mankind, to this
the angels, to this the earth, to this the highest’ heavens.
God oreated the world to provide a spouse and a king-
-dom for his Son : And the setting up of the kingdom of
Christ, and the spiritual marriage of the spouse to him,. iss
what the whole creation labors and travails in pain to bring to:
pass. This work of redemption is =0 much the greatest of
all the works of God, that all ether works are to be looked up-
on either as parts of it, or appendages to it, or are some way
reducible to it ; and so all the decrees of Ged do some way
or other bielong to that eternal covenant of redemption. which
wmas between the Fathier and the Son befare the foundation of
the world. Every decree of God is same way .or other redu--
gible to that covenant.

And seeing this work of redempuon is so great ‘a work,.
hence we need not wonder that the angels desize to look into
4it. And we need not wonder that go much is ‘made of it in
.scriptuse, and that it is so much insisted on in the histories,
and prophecies, and songs of the Bible ; for the work of re-
demption is the great subject of the whole; of its doctxines, its
‘promises, its types, its songs, its histories, and its prophecies.

I1. Hence we may learn how Ged is the Alpka and Ome-
ga, the beginning and ending of all things. Buch are the
.characters and titles we find often ascribed to God in seriptuze,
in those places where the scripture speaks of the course of
-things, and series of events in providenee : Isa. xli. 4. « Who-
-hath wrought and done it, ‘calling the generations from the
Beginning ? I the Lord, the first, and-with the last; I am he.”
And particularly does the scripture ascribe such titles to God,
where it speaks of the providence of God, as it relates to, and
" is summed up in the great work of redemption : As Isa. xliy.
6, 7, and xlviii. 12, with the context, beginning with the 9th
verse. So Got eminently appears as the first and the last, by
‘eonsidering the whole scheme of divine providence as we
have considered it, viz. as all reducible to that one great wetk
of redemption.’
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‘And thérefore, when Chtist reveals the future great evehts
of providence relating to his church and people, and this af-

fhir of redemption to the end of the world, to his disciple
Jolm, he often reveals himself under this character. So Rev.
% 8. « I am Alpha and Omexga, the béginning and-the ending,
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is te
come, the Almighty” 8o again, verse 10, 11. « I heard be-
hind me a great voice as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last.® Alpha and Omega, are

* the names of the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet,
as A and Z are of ours ; and therefore it signifies the same as
his being the first and the last, and the heginning and the end~"
ing.

Thus God is called in the beginning ef this book of Revela-
tion, before the course of the prophecy begins ; and so again
he i¢ called at the end of it, afterthe course of events is gone
through, and the final issue of things is seen : As Rev. xxi.
€. « And he said unto me, Itis done. Fam Alpha and Ome~
ga, the beginning and the end.” And so chap. xxii. 12, 13.
« And- behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me,
to give every man according as his work shall be. Iam Al
pha and Omega, the begmmng and the end, the first and the
m”

‘We have seen how this is true in the course of what I have
Juid before you upon this subject. We have seen how things
were ftoa God in the beginning ; on what design God began

.4 the course of his providence in the beginning of the generas
uomot‘manlpou the earth ; and we have seen how it is God
that has all along carried things on agresable to the same de-
signs without ever failing ; and how at last the conclusion and
final isswe of things are to God ; and 30 we have seen how all
things are of kim, and thoough him, and to him ; and there-
fere may welk now cry out with the apostle, Rom. xi. 33. « Q

- the depth' of ‘the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God ! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways

- past finding out !” And verse 36. « For of him, and through
hien, and to him, are all things-; to whom be glory for ever.
-Amen.”



380 WORK OF REDEMPTION. [Pxrro» IIf.

‘We have seen how other things came to an end one after
another ; how states, and kingdoms, and empires, orie after
another, fefll and came to nothing, éven the greatest and
strongest of them ; we have seen how the world has been oft-
en overturned, and will be more remarkably overturned thax;
ever it has beén yet; we have seen how the world comes to
an end, how it was first destroyed by ‘water, and how at last it
shall be uttefly destroyed by fire : But yet God remains the
same through all ages, ' He was before the beginning of this
course of things, and he will be after the end of them ; agree-
ably to Psal. cii. 25, 26.......Thus God is he that ls, and that

- was, and that is to come,

We have seen, in a variety of instances, how all other gods
perish ; we have séen how the ancient gods of the Heathen, in
the nations about Canaan, and throughout the Roman empire,
are all destroyed, and their worship long since overthrown ;
we have heard how Antichrist, who has called himself a god
on earth, and how Mahomet, who claims religious honors,
and how all the gods of the Heathen through the world, will
come to an end ; and how Satan, the great dragon, that old
seipent, who has set up himself as god of this world, will be

cast into the lake of fire, there to suffer his complete punish-

ment : But Jehovah remains, and his kingdom is an everlast-
ing kingdom, and of his dominion there is no end. 'We have
seen what mighty changes there have been in the world ; but

God xs unchangeable, “ the same ycsterday, to day and for

ever.”
* We began at the head of the stream of divine providence,
and have followed and traced it through its various windings
and turnings, ult vwe are’ come to the endof it, and we see
where it issues.  As it begau il God, so it ends in God...

God is the infinite ocean into which it empties itself.... Prov,
idence is like a mighty wheel, whose circuniference is so
high that it is drcadful, with the glory of the God of Israel
above upon it ; as it is represented in’Ezekiel’s vision. We
have seen the revolation of this wheel, and how, as it was
from God, so its return has been to God again. ‘Al the
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.events of divine providence are like the links of a chain ; the
first link is from God, and the last is to him.

" III. ' We may see by what has been said, how Christ in all
things has the preeminence. For this great work of redemp-
tion is all his work : He is the great Redeemer, and there-
fore the work of redemption, being as it were the sum of
‘God’s works of providence, this shews the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ, as being above all, and through all, and in all.
.That God intended the world for his Son’s use in the affair of
redemption, is one reason that is te be given why he created
the world by him, which seems to be intimated by the apos-
e in Eph. iii. 9....12. 'What has been said, shows how all the
purposes of God are purposed in Christ, and how he is before
all and above all, and all things consist by him, and-are gov-
emed by him, and are for him, Colos. i. 15, 16, 17, 18.. We
‘see by what has been said, how God makes him his first
‘born, higher than the kings of the earth, and sets his throne
‘above their thrones ; how God has always upheld his king-
dom, when the kingdoms of others bave come 1o an end; how
‘that appears at last above all, however greatly opposed for 8o
‘many ages ; how finally all other kingdoms fell, and his kmg—
. dom isthe Jast kingdom, andis a hngdpm that never gives
Place toany other. -

We see, that whatever changes there are, and however
highly Christ’s enemies exalt themselves, that yet ﬁnally all
)us enemies become his footsteol, and he rejgns in uncdn-
troled power and immense glory : In the end his people are -
all perfectly saved and made happy, and his enemies all be-
come his footstoal. And thus God gives the world to his -
‘Son for his inheritance.

IV. Hence we may see what a consistent thing divine
providence is. The consideration of what has been said, may
greatly serve'to shew us the  consistency® order, and beauty,
of God’s works of provxdence If we behold the events of
providence in any other view than thatin which it has been
set before us, it will all look like confusion, like a number of
jumbled events coming to pass without any order or method,
fike the tossing of the waves of the sea ; things will look as
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though one confuséd revolution came to pase aftér anether,
merely by blind chance, without any regular or certain end.

But if we consider the events of providence in the light'in
whieh they have been set before us under this doctriney in
whivh the scriptures set them before us, they appear far from
Being jumbled and confused, an orderly series of events,alt
Wisely ordered and directed in excellent harmony and consist-
ence, tending all to one end. The wheels of providence are
not turngd tound by blind chance, but they are full of eyes
round about, as Ezekiel represents, and they are guided by
the Spirit of God : Where the Spirit goes, they go:.And
all God’s works of providence through all ages mset in 6n&
at last, as so many lines meeting in one centre.

Itis with God’s work of providence, as it is with his work
of creation ; itis but one work. The events of providence
are not so many distinct, independent works of providence,
ut they are rather so many different parts of one work of
providence : Itis all one work, one regular scheme. God’s
works of providence are not disunited and jumbled, withous
connexion 'or dependence, bat are all united, just as the
several parts of one building : There are many stones, many
pieces of timber, but all are se joined, and fitly framed togeth-
er, that they make but one building : They have all but one
foundation, and are united at kst in one top stone.

God’s providence may not unfitly be compared to alargs
and leng river, having innumerable branches, beginning in
different regions, andat a great distance one from anotlier,
and all conspiring to one common issue. After their very
diverse and contrary courses which they held for a while, yet
- they all gather more and mere together, the nearer they come
to their common end, and all at length discharge themselves
at one mouth into the same ocean. The different streams of
this river are apt to’appesar like mere jumble and confusion to
us, because of the limitedness of our sight, whepeby-we cannot
see from one branch to another, and cannot see the whole at
once, 5o to as see how all are united in one. A man whq sees
but one or two streams at a time, cannot tell what their course
tends to. Their coursc seems very crooked, and differeng
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streams seéem to run for a while different and contraty ways :
And if we view things at a distancet there seem to be innum-
erable obstacles and impediments in the way to hinder their
ever uniting and coming to the ocean, as rocks and mountains
and‘the like ; but yet if we trace them, they all unite at last,
and all come to the same issue, disgorging themselves in one
into the same great.ocean. Not one of all the streams fail of
eoming hither at last.
- +V. From the -whele that has been said, we may strongly---.
-argue, that the scriptures are the word of God, because they
ulone inform us what God is about, or what he aims at in these-
works which he is doing in the world. God doubtless is pur~-
suing some design, and carrying on some scheme, in the
'various changes and revolutions which from age to age come’
to pass in the world. It is most reasonable to suppose, that
there is some certain great design to which Providence sub-
ordinates all the great successive changes in the affairs of
¢he world which God has made. It is reasonable to suppose
that all revolutions from the beginning of the world to the
send of it, are but the various parts of the same scheme, all
conspiring to bring to pass that great event which the great
Creator and Governor of the world has ultimately in view ;
and that the schéme will not be finished, nor the design fully
accomplished, and the great and ultimate event fally brought
to pass till the end of the world, and thé last revolution is-
brought aboeut. '
Now there:is nothing else that informs us what this scheme
and design of God in his works is, but only'the holy scrip-
tures. Nothing else pretends to set in view the whole scries
of God’s works of providence from beginning to end, and to
inform us how all things were from God at first, and for what
end they are, and how they were ordered from the beginning,
and how they will proceed to the end of the world, and what
they will come to at last, and how then all things shall be to-
God. Nothing else but the scriptures has any pretence for
showing any manner of regular scheme or drift in those rev-
olutions which God orders from age to age. Nothing else
pretends to show what God would by the things which he
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has done, and is doing, and will do ; what he seeks and intends’
by them. Nothing else pretends to show, with any distinct-
ness or certamty, how thé world began at first, or to tell us’
the original of things, Nothing but the scriptures sets forth
how God govérned the world from the beginning of the gen-
erations of men upon the éarth, in an orderly history ; and
nothing else sets before ys how he will govern it to the end by
an oredrly prophecy of future events; agreeable to the
challenge which God makes to'the gods, and prophets, and
tedchers of the Heathen, in Isa. xli. 22, 23. « Let them'
bring them forth, and shéw us what shall happen : Let them
shew the former things what they be, that we mdy consider
them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things
for to come. Shew the things that are to' come hereafter,
that wé nay krow that ye are gods,” :
- Reason shows that it is fit and requisité, that the mtelhgent',
and rdtional beings of the werld should know something of
God’s scheme and design in his works; for they doubtless’
are the beings that are principally concerned. The thing
that is God’s great design in his worksyis doubtless something
concerning his reasonable creatures, rather than brute’ beasts’
and lifeless things. Thé revolutions by which God’s great
design is brought to' pass, are doubtless’ revolutions chiefly
among them, and which concern their stat¢, and not the state
of things without Kfe or reason. And therefore surely it is’
requisite that they should know something of it ; “especially
seeing that reason teachies that God has given his rational
¢reatures reason, and a capacity of seeing Ged in his works ;'
for this end that théy may see God’s glory in them, and give’
him the glory of them. But how can they see God’s glory
in his works, if they do not know what God’s design in-them-
13, and what he aims at by what he is doing in the world
And further, it is fit that mankind should be informed some:--
thing of God’s design in the government of the world, because
they are made capable of actively falling in with' that design,
and promoting of it, and acting herein as his friends and sub-
‘jects ; itis therefore reasonable to suppose, that God has
given mankind some revelation to inform them of this ; but
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there is nothing else that does it but the Bible. In the Bible
this is done. Hence we may learn an account of the first
original of things, arid an orderly account of the scheme of
God’s works from the first beginning through those ages that
dre beyond the reach of all other histories. Here we are told
what God aims at in the whole, what is the great end, how he
has contrived the grand desigh he drives at; and the great
things he would accomplish by all. Here we have a most
rational, excellent account of this matter, worthy of God, and
exceedingly shewing forth the glory of his perfections, his maj-
esty, his wisdom, his glorious holiness, and grace and love, and
his exaltation aboveall, showing how he is the first and the last.

Here we are shewn the connexion of the various parts of
" the work of providence, and how all harmonizes, and is cons
nected together in a regular; beautiful and glorious frame.....
In the Bible we have an accourit of theé whole scheme of provs
idence, from the beginning of the world to the end of it,
either in history or prophecy, and are told what will become
of things at last ; how they will be finished off by a great day
of judgment; and will issue in the subduing of God’s enemies;
and in the salvation and glory of his chutch, and setting up of
the everlasiing kingdom of his Son. N
~ How rational, worthy, and excellent a revelation is this !

And how excellent a book is the Bible, which contains so
much beyond all other books in the world ! And what charac«'
ters are here of its being indeed a divine book ! A book that
the great Jehovah has given to mankind for their instruction,
without which we should be left in miserable darkness and
confusion.

VI. From what has been said, we may see the glorious
majesty and power of ‘God in this affair of redemption : Es-
pecially is God glorious.in power. His glorious power aps
pears in upholding his church for so long a time, and carrying
on this work ; upholding it often times when it was but as a
little spark of fire, or as smoking flax, in which the fire was
almost gone out; and the powers of earth and he}l were com-
bined to destroy it. Yet God has never sufftred themte-

3 A '

\
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quench it, and finally will bring forth judgment unto victory.-
God glorifies his strength in his church’s weakness ; in caus-
ing his people, who are like a number of little infants, finally
to triumph over all earth and hell ; so that they shall tread-
on the lion and adder ; the young lion and dragon shall they’,
trample under foot. The glorious power of God appears in
eonquering his many and mighty enemies by that person who-
was once an infant in a'manger, and appeared as a poor, weak,-
despised man. He conquers them and triumphs over them-
in their own weapon, the cross.

The glorious ma]esty of .God' appears in conquering alb
those mlghty enemies of the church one age after another 3.
in conquering Satan, that proud and strong spirit, and all his-
hellish host ; in bringing him down under foot, long after he-
lhiad vaunted himself as God of this world, and when he did
his ytmost to support himself in his kingdom.

God’s power gloriously appearsin conquering Satan whew:
exalted in that strongest and most potent Heathen kingdom:
that ever he had, the Roman empire. -Christ, our Michael,
has overcome him, and the devil was cast out, and there was.
found no more place for him in heaven ; but he was cast out
unto the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Again,
his power gloriously appears in conquering him in that king-
dom wherein his pride, and subtlety, and cruelty, above all
appears, viz. the kingdom of Antichrist. It glariously ap-
pears in conquering him in that greatest and strongest com-
bination and opposition of the devil and his adherents against
Christ and his church, just before the fall of Antichrist, where=-
in his visible kingdom has a fatal blow given it, on which an.
universal downfall of it follows all over the world.

The glorious power of God appears in thus conquering the
devil, and bringing him under foot, time after time, after long
time given him to strengthen himself to his utmost, as he
was once overthrown in his Heathen Roman empire, after he:
had been making himself strong in those parts of the world,
ever since the building of Babel. It appears also in over-
throwing his kingdom more fitally and universally all ever
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the world, after h¢ had again anotheropportunity given himto
‘strengthen himself to his utmost for many ages by setting up
-those two great kingdoms of Antichrist and Mahomet, and to
«establish his interest in the Heathen world. We have seen -
hoow these kingdoms of God’s> enemiies, that, before God ap-
:pears; look strong,.as though it -was impossible to overthrow
them'; yet, time after time, when God appears, they seem to
-melt away, as the fat of 'lambs before -the fire, and are driven -
away as the chaff before the whirlwind, or the smoke ont.of
the chimney. :

Those mighty kingdoms of Antichrist and Mahomet, which’
*have made such a figure for so many ages together, and have
trampled the world under foot, when God .comes to appear,
-will vanish away like a shadow, and will as it were disappear
-of , themselves, and come to nothing, as the darkness.in a .
room does, when the light isbroughtin. What are God’s
-eneiiies in his-hands.? ‘How is their greatest strength weak~
‘ness when he rises up! And how weak will - they al appear
together at the day-of judgment! Thus we may apply those
words'in the song of Moses, Exod. xv. 6. ¢ Thy right-hand,
Oy Lord, is become glorious in power ; thy right hand. O
Lord, hath dashed in pieces the:enemy.” And how great doth
the Mnajesty of ' God appear ‘in overturning the world from -
time to'time, to' accomplish his designs, and at last in caus- .
ing the earth and heavens to flee: away, for the advancement -
«of the glory of his kingdom?

VIL From what has been said, we may see the glorious
wisdom .of Ged. It shows the wisdem of God in creating the -
world; in that he ‘has created ‘it ‘for such an excellent use, to -
accomplish in it so glorious a work. And it shows the wis-
.dom of divine providence, that he brings such great good out
-of such great evil, in .making the fall’and ruin of mankind, -
whiclrin itself is so .serrowful and deplorable, an occasion of
accomplishing such a glorieus work as this work of redemp- -
dion, and’ of erecting such a glorious building, whose top
-should reach unto heaven, and of bringing his clect to a state
«f suchi unspeakable happiness. And how gletious doth the
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wisdom of God appear in that long course and series of great
changes in the world, in bringing such order out of confusion,
in so frustrating the devil, and so wonderfully turning all his
most subtle machinations to his own glory, and the glory of
his Son Jesus Christ ! And in causing the greatest works of
Satan, those in which he has most vaunted himself, to be
wholly turned into occasions of so much the more glorious
triumph of his Son Jesus Christ ? And how wonderful is the
wisdom of God, in bringing all such manifold and various
changes and overturnings in the world to such a glorious pe-
riod at last, and in so directing all the whecls of providence
by his skilful hand, that every one of them conspires, as the
manifeld wheels of a most -curious machine, at last to strike
out such an excellent issue, such a manifestation of the divine
glory, such happiness to his people, and such a glorious and
evérlasting kingdom to his Son'!

VIIL. From what has been said, we may see the stability
of God’s mercy and faithfulness to his people ; how he never
forsakes his inheritance, and remembers his covenant to them
through all generations. Now we may see what reason there
was for the words of the text, ¢« The moth shall eat them up
like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool ;
but my righteousness shall endure for ever and ever, and my
salvation from generation to generation.” And now we may
see abundant reason for that name of God which he reveals to
Moses, Exod. iii. 14. « And God sald unto Moses, I am
that I am ; i. e. ] am the same that I was when I entered in-
to covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and ever shall
be the same : 1 shall keep covenant forever : Iam selfsuf-
ficient, allsufficient, and immutable. . .

And now we may see the truth of that, Psal. xxxvi. 5,

« Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens ; and thy fmthfulness
reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteopsness is like the
great mountains ; thy judgments are a great deep.”’. "And if
we consider what has been said, we need not wonder that the
Psalmist, in the 136th Psal. so often repeats this, For his mer-
" ry endureth for ¢ver ; as if he were in an ecstacy at the cons
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sideration of the perpetuity of God’s mercy to his church, and .

delighted to think of it, and knew not how but continually . te
express it. Let us with like pleasure and joy celebrate the
everlasting duration of God’s mercy and faithfulness to his
church and people, and let us be comforted by it under the
present dark circumstances of the church of God, and all the
uproar and confusions that are in the world, and all the threat-
enings of the church’s enemies. And let us take encourage-
‘ment earnestly to pray for those glorious things which Ged
has promised -to acecomplish for his church.

IX. Hence we may learn how happy a society the church
of Christis. For all this great work is for them. Christ un-
dertook it for their sakes, and for their sakes he carries'it on,
from the fall of man to the end of the world ; it is because he
has loved them with an everlasting love. For their sakes he
overturns states and kingdoms. For their sakes he shakes
heaven and earth. He gives men for them, and people for
their life. Since they have been precious in God’s sight,
they have been honorable ; and therefore he first gives the
blood of bis own Son to them, and then, for their sakes, gives
the blood 6f all their enemies, many thousands and millions,
all nations that stand in their way, as a sacrifice to their good.
" . For their sakes he made the world, and for their sakes he
will destroy it : For their sakes he built heaven, and. for their
sakes he makes his angels ministering spirits. Therefore the
Apostle says, as he does, 1 Cor. iii. 21, &c. « All things are
yours : Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; all are
yours.” How blessed is this people who are redeemed from
among men, and are the first fruits unto God, and to the
Lamb ; who have God in all ages for their protection and
help ! Deut. xxxiii. 29. « Happy art thou, O Israel : Who
is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield of
thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency ! And thine
enemies shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt tread
upon their high places.”

- Let who will prevail now, let the enemies of the church

zxalt themselves as much as they will, these arg the people .
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that shall finally prevail. The last kingdom: shall-finally b
theirs ;. the kingdom shall fanally be given into their hands,
and shall not be left to other people. We have seen: what a
blessed issue things shall finally be brought to as to them, and-
what glory they shall arrive at, and remain in possessionofy- -
for ever and ever, afier-all the kingdoms of the world- are-
come to an end, and the earth is removed, and meuntains are -
carried into the depth of the sea, or where the sewx was,-and
this lower earth shall all be dissolved. O happy people; and-
blessed society ! Well may they spend an eternity in praises -
and ‘hallelujahs to him who bath loved them from- eternity,
and will love them to etemnity.

X. And, lastly, hence all wicked men, all-that are in- 3’
Christless condition, may see their exceeding misery: Yeou-
that- are such, whoever you are; you are those whe shall-
have no part or let in this matter: You are never thebetter for
any of those things of which you have heard : Yea, your guiltis
but so much the greater, and the misery you are expesed to:
so much the more dreadful. You aresomeof that sort,against'
whom God, in the progress of the work, exercises so much-
manifest wrath ; some of those enemies who aré liahle to'be
made Christ’s footstool, and to be ruled with'a rod of irem, :
and to be dashed in pieces. . You are some of the seed of the
serpent, to bruise the head of which is one great design of all -
this work. ‘Whatever glorious things God aceomplishes for-
his church, if you continue in the state you are now in, they
will not be glorious to you. The most glorious times-
of the - church are always the most dismal tixnes to the
wicked and impenitent. “This we are taught in Isa. Ixvi. 14,
....... And so we find, whereever glorious things: are: foretold ~
concerning the church, there:terrible things are foretold con--
cerning the wicked, its enemies. And'so' it everhas been
in fact ; in all remarkable deliverances wrought for the
church, there has been also a remarkable execution of wrath -
on its enemies. So it was wlien God delivered the children
of Israel out of Egypt; at the same time he remarkably.
poured out his wrath on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.. Se
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when he brought them into.Canaan by Joshua, and gave themw
that.good land, he remaﬂ(abty executed wrath upon the Ca~
maanites. So when they were delivered out.ef their Baby-
Jonish captivity, signal vengeance was inflicted on the Baby~-
lonians. -So when the Gentiles were called, and the elect of
-Gad were saved by the preaching of the -apostles, Jerusalom
and the persecuting Jews were destroyed ina most awfil
manner. I might observe the same concerning the glory ac-
complished to the church in the days of Constantine;, at the
overthrow of Satan’s visible kingdom in the downfall of Anti~
christ, and at the day of judgment. In all these instances,
and especially in the last, there have been, or will be, exhibit-
. ed most awful tokens of the divine wrath against the wicked.
And to this class of men you belong.

You are indeed some of that sort that God will make use
of in this affair ; but it will be for the glory of his justice, and
not of his mercy. You are some of those enemies of God
who are reserved for the triumph of Christ’s glorious power’
in overcoming and punishing them. You are some of that
sort that shall be consusaed with this accursed world after the
day of judgment, when Christ and his church shall triumph-
antly and gloriously ascend to heaven.

Therefore let all that are in a Christless condition amongst
us seriously consider these things, and not be like the foolish
people of the old world, who would not take warning, when
Noah told them, that the Lord was about to bring a flood . of
waters upon the earth ; or like the people of Sodom, whe
would not regard, when Lot told them, that God would de-
stroy that city,and would notflee from the wrath to come, and
80 were consumed in that ‘terrible destruction.

Anxp now I would conclude my whole discourse on this sub«
ject, in words like those in the last of the Revelation :
« These sayings are faithful and true, and blessed is he that
keepeth these sayings. Behold, Christ .cometh quickly, and
his reward is with him, to render to every man" according as
his work shall be. And he that is unjust, shall be unjust still ;
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and he that is filthy, shall be filthy still ; and he thatis holy, |
shall be holy still. Bessed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city : For without, are

dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and miaketh a lie. He that
testifieth these things, saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen;
even so came, Lord Jesus.” ’
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