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Ciock your match
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Blow your match
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Guard your pan and stand ready
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Try your maich
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Section 1
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scouring stick and load your ball
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Unshoulder your musket
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Shoulder your picce (the third motion)
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Unshoulder your piece
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With the left hand alene hold your piece

83






index-43_1.png
Hold your piece well
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Take your match in your right hand
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Prime your pan
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Jacob de Gheyn’s book firsl appeared in 1607 and was rep-
Tinted using the original plates several tmes, the last ime
being in 1640, However, the illustrations in this book had besn
produced as early as 1597 as part of the process of the reor-
ganisation of the Dutch army by Maurits van Nassau assisted by
Ris relatives, Gount Willen Lodewijk van Nassau-Dictz and
Johun Mauris vau Nassau-Sicgen. Prior (o their work deill was
something almast anknows in European anuies and they ook
their ideas from the military texts of Creek, Roman and
Byzantine military anhors.

The end result was smaller mote manoeuvrable infuntry units,
which were able t make far betier usc of fircarms, producing a
greater rate of fire than previously possible. The keys fo ihis
weere threefold. First the musketvers and caliver men weic
rigorously drilled, as set. out in this book, wntil their actons
became almost automatic. Secondly the depth of wnits sas
reduced to ten ranks, Thirdly, the countermarch was intro-
dluced by which, after firing, each man in the front rank wrned
abnui to his right hand and waiched down to the rear of the
unit (o reload. This uncovered the next rank who were already
Joaded and ready 1o fire.

The importance thal Maurits gave o this dvillis what explains
the tenyear delay between its development and its first prb-
lication. Mavrits simply did Dot want it to be available fo
potential cnemies. As it was, only (he weapons drill was pub-
lished and it was not until the 1670's that the accompanying
5 of infanivy was published.

David J. Blackmore
Registrar
Thc Royal Armouries
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In your lefi hand hold your musket and carry
your rest with it 105
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Blow your match
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Clock your match
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INTRODUCTION

This weapons drill illustrated by D¢ Gheyn, originally entided
Wapienhandelinghe uan Raers Musquelien. ende Spiesson, is in thrce
parts: for the caliver. 2 lighter, smaller borc longarm than the
nusket, the musket itseff and the pike. The main differences
between the caliver and the musket are in loading; the caliver
is loadecl from a flask, the musket from a bandaleer, and in the
fact that the lighter caliver did not require the nse of a rest,

Such was the impact of this drill book that it was widely copied
throughout Furope appearing in more or less unaltered form
in the drill books of all nations throughout. the seventeenth
century, including in such well known English drill books as
those by Henry Hexham and Willlam Barriffe. Even after the
adoption of the bayonet and the disappearance of the pike its
indlucnce ean clearly be scen throughout the eighteenth cen-
way. I is 0o exaggeration 10 say that the drill of Maurits van
Nassau is the ancestor of all modern drill in use today.

My sequaintance with the drill illustated in De Gheyn began
i the early 1970°s in a very practical way when T became
involved in English Civil War re-cnactusent. In those. days that
was an activity largely confincd lo the UK and the ranks of the
English Givil War Socicty and the Scaled Knot. Since then re-
cnacting has lowrished and the English Civil War is now reg-
ularly recreated in the USA, on both coasts, as well as in Ans-
wralia. Recent years have also seen the appearance. of groups
recreating bits of scventeenth century history as diverse as the
army of Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, perhaps the greatest
disciple of Maurits, and the carly colonial days of Virginia. With
all this activity, all over the world, this reprint of De Gheyn's
drill book is to be welcomeds it Is as relevant toray us it ever has
been.
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Take your match I vour right hand
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The third motion, the pike shauldered






index-14_1.png
Clock your match
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Blaw your match
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Blow your maich {covering (h closed pan
with the two fore-fingers aguinst sparks) and
then open your pan 27
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Try your mateh (to ensure that it will fall into
the priming pan)
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The piecc being presented, give fire
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Present your piece (the first motion, bringing
the muzle down, 1ot up)
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Face about and shoulder your pike (the first motion]
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Continue palming the pike forward
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The pike charged
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“I'he pike charged (in one motion
from the advance)
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Section 3
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Open your charge
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Balance the picce on your left side and take
hold of your powder flusk 5
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Order your pike (the fivs motion)
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Shorten your grip on you
near your body} and load with 4 ball (taken with the
right hand from your mouth or bullet bag) 39

ouring stick (w0 hold it
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Draw out your scouring-stick
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Withdraw your scouring stick
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Ram home your charge
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Shorten your scouring stick
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Clast about your piece to your left side {the first motion)
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Shoulder your piece
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Uncock your match
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‘Take your match in the right hand
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priming flask 39
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Return the mateh to your left hand
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Lay your muskct in the rest
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Prime your pan
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Blow ofl any louse powder
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Balance your musket in the rest with your lelt
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Shake off' any loose powder
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Take down your picce and balance it fu your
left hand, the muzzle up in the air





