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MMeeeett tthhee AAuutthhoorr
EE.. BB.. WWhhiittee coauthored the adult reference work
The Elements of Style, worked for the New
Yorker Magazine and other publications, and is
remembered as one of the best essay writers of
modern times. In addition, White is loved and
remembered for his wonderful children’s books
including Charlotte’s Web. His many honors
include the Newbery Honor Award and the Lewis
Carroll Shelf Award for Charlotte’s Web, as well
as the Pulitzer Prize and the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. White’s books for children were all
written on his farm in Maine. White said that
one day while he was feeding his pig, he began
to feel sorry for the creature and began to think
of ways to save a pig’s life. He had also been
watching a grey spider spin her web, and slowly
he worked the pig and the spider into his now
classic story, Charlotte’s Web. This beloved
author died in 1985.

MMOORREE BBOOOOKKSS BBYY EE.. BB.. WWHHIITTEE

TThhee AAnnnnoottaatteedd CChhaarrlloottttee’’ss WWeebb
iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn aanndd nnootteess bbyy PPeetteerr FF.. NNeeuummeeyyeerr
This special version of the book has notes from
the eight different drafts White did, letters to
and from his editors, and more.

SSttuuaarrtt LLiittttllee
bbyy EE.. BB.. WWhhiittee
The author’s first book for children introduces a
very unusual mouse.

TThhee TTrruummppeett ooff tthhee SSwwaann
bbyy EE.. BB.. WWhhiittee
Louis is a trumpter swan without a voice. But
with the help of some friends, he finds his own
way to trumpet his message..

PPRREEVVIIEEWW AANNDD PPRREEDDIICCTT

DDeetteerrmmiinnee tthhee GGeennrree:: Ask students to skim
through the book to find out what type of book it
is.

•• WWhhaatt cclluueess ccaann yyoouu ffiinndd tthhaatt iitt iiss ffiiccttiioonn?? HHooww
ccaann yyoouu tteellll tthhaatt tthhiiss ssttoorryy wwiillll bbee aa ffaannttaassyy rraatthheerr
tthhaann ccoommpplleetteellyy rreeaalliissttiicc??

•• IInn wwhhaatt wwaayyss ddoo yyoouu tthhiinnkk tthhaatt aa ssttoorryy iinn wwhhiicchh
tthhee mmaaiinn cchhaarraacctteerrss aarree aanniimmaallss wwiillll bbee ddiiffffeerreenntt
ffrroomm ootthheerr ssttoorriieess yyoouu hhaavvee rreeaadd??

JJOOUURRNNAALL:: Students may record their predictions
and questions in their Journals. As they read, they
can verify or revise their predictions to see if the
book is answering their questions.

AAss cchhiillddrreenn rreeaadd tthhee bbooookk,, nnoottiiccee hhooww tthheeyy::

√√ make connections to the tthheemmee of gathering
and using information to understand more about
nature.
√√ use the kkeeyy ssttrraatteeggyy of Cause/Effect.
√√ recognize how lliitteerraarryy eelleemmeennttss aanndd ddeevviicceess,,
including Plot and Author’s Viewpoint, are devel-
oped in CChhaarrlloottttee’’ss WWeebb..

RReeaaddiinngg OOnn Students who are reading the book
independently may read at their own pace. Other
students may go on to read pages 1-41 of the
book.
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This plan is divided into
five sessions. Included
are mini-lessons on
Evaluating Author's

Viewpoint and Plot
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