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P
INTRODUCTION

robably one of the m ost loved yet m ost m isunderstood anim als on
the farm  is the pig. M ost people like piglets w ell enough, w ho are
indeed know n for their òcuteness;ó how ever, m ost think of the

adult pig as a dirty anim al. If youõve picked up this book, odds are
youõre thinking about adding som e pigs to your ow n hom estead or
backyard farm . W hat this m eans is you are about to discover that this
piggy preconception could not be further from  the truth.

The pig is easily one of the sm artest anim als youõll find on the farm , if
not the sm artest. They can also be the sw eetest anim al on the farm ñ or,
one of the m ost dangerous anim al (but w eõll cover that later).
Ask m ost pig ow ners w ho let their pigs actually be pigsñ m eaning they

donõt keep their anim als in containm ent for their entire lives. Pigs, left to
their ow n devices, w ill not only develop strong personalities, but can
even outsm art their ow ners. They also m ake surprisingly great petsñ
though for those w ho have kept pigs, m yself included, this fact hardly
com es as a surprise. H aving bred and raised crossbreed farm  pigs for



m any years, as w ell as having kept a potbellied pig as a house pet and
cam ping buddy for alm ost 13 years, I can confidently attest that pigs are
by far one of the m ost intelligent anim als that I have ow ned, and though
they can be quite frustrating at tim es (especially if they get out), they
are also ridiculously easy to fall in love w ith.
Pigs can be a fun, occasionally challenging anim al to raise. And once

you have raised a few , you can bet youõll w ant to keep on raising them ,
year to year. Be w arned, how ever: for a real òhands-onó ow ner, som eone
w ho is only raising one or tw o pigs for m eat, pigs are also a very easy
anim al to becom e attached to, and m ake a pet out ofñ especially if you
have purchased it very young. If sm all-scale, year-to-year raising of one
or tw o anim als for m eat is your plan, m ake sure to keep the end result in
m ind. Otherw ise, youõll likely find slaughter tim e very difficult,
em otionally speaking. W hile you alw ays w ant to treat your pigs w ell, at
slaughter tim e you donõt w ant to feel like you are sending the fam ily pet
off to the freezer, either! Finding the balance and keeping perspective is
one of the m ost im portant keys to becom ing a successful pig farm er.
So, grab a seat in your com fiest chair, keep your favorite beverage

close at hand, and letõs learn som e of the beginnerõs basics for raising
pigs!





P

CH APTER 1

A BRIEF H ISTORY OF PIG FARM ING

igs, including the dom estic pig and the Eurasian w ild boar, are
from  the genus Sus, the fam ily of Suidae and sub-fam ily Suinae.
They are considered even-toed ungulates, m eaning an anim al

w ith an even num ber of toes (usually tw o or four, in this case tw o). And,
although even-toed ungulates are usually herbivores (plant eaters), both
the dom estic pig and the w ild boar are om nivores, m eaning they eat
both plants and m eat. H ighly intelligent, pigs can be found in art and
literature, as w ell as in religious sym bolism . In Europe, the boar has
been know n to represent a standard charge (an em blem  em blazoned on
a shield) in heraldry. And perhaps the m ost w ell-know n sym bol the pig
represents is its place as the tw elfth anim al in the Chinese zodiac.
Under the Sus genus Suidae is the dom estic pig and com m on Eurasian

w ild boar. Som e w ill lum p the w ild boar (non-Eurasian), w arthog,
peccary and babirusa into the genus, though this is incorrect.
Sus is thought to include 10 living species, along w ith a num ber of

extinct species. The living species include:

Palaw an Bearded Pig
Bornean Bearded pig
H eudeõs pig
Visayan W arty (critically endangered)
Celebes (or Sulaw esi) W arty pig
M indoro (or Oliverõs) W arty pig



Philippine W arty pig
W ild Boar
Dom estic Pig
Javan W arty pig

The Origins of the Dom esticated Pig
DNA evidence (taken from  various teeth and jaw bone sam ples) dating
back approxim ately 40 m illion years tells us that the pigs native to the
Eurasian and African continents originated in the Near East. Found to be
very adaptable, the pig w as a perfect subject for dom estication.
H ow ever, the question of w hen and w here the pig w as dom esticated

depends on the source. Som e claim  that evidence of pig husbandry goes
back to 5,000 bce, w ith evidence of dom estication in China going back
to approxim ately 6,000 bce. Others say that the pig w as dom esticated
from  the w ild boar in approxim ately 11,000ð9,000 bce (despite rem ains
having been found in Cyprus that date back to 11,400 bce). Still others
w ill argue that dom estication occurred in approxim ately 13,000ð12,700
bce, at the Tiger Basin in the Near East. As of yet, there is no clear
consensus; regardless, it is clear that the dom esticated pig has been w ith
us for quite som e tim e.
Pigs w ith Near Eastern/Asian genes w ere introduced in Europe and

quickly becom e popular due to their w illingness to eat just about
anything. Pigs also reproduced w ell, w ith m ultiple piglets per litter, and
their m eat w as easy to preserve. W ith the availability of dependable,
dom esticated breeding stock, European farm ers w ere also able to
dom esticate the European boar, w hich ironically led to pigs w ith the
Near Eastern gene dying out. By the 1500s, Europeans had already
begun breeding pigs for specific traits, related to the m eat they
produced, creating the foundation for w hat w ould later becom e the
òbacon-typeó and òlard-typeó categories of pigs.
Soon, pigs began m aking their w ay across the sea, to the New  W orld.

At first, there w ere only a handful of anim als: eight accom panied
Christopher Colum bus on his fam ous voyage; H ern§n Cort®s and Sir
W alter Raleigh brought a sizeable num ber of hogs w ith them  to North



and South Am erica; another 13 follow ed H ernando de Soto to Florida.
W ithin three years, de Sotoõs sm all group of sw ine had sw elled to
approxim ately 700 pigsñ a testam ent to the pigõs ability to breed
prolifically. (This num ber doesnõt even count those anim als that w ere
eaten, those w ho escaped and becam e feral, or those anim als that w ere
given to the area Native Am ericans!)
As m ore colonists cam e and m ore colonies w ere established, m ore pigs

w ere im ported from  overseas, prim arily from  Spain, Portugal, and
England. (Exactly w hat types and breeds w ere brought over rem ains
unknow n due to the lack of docum entation at the tim e.) By the end of
the 17th century, the typical farm  had 4ð5 pigs of their ow n, raised to
provide m eat, lard/fat, and incom e (w hen the need arose). And the trend
continued; docum entation during the 1800s (m ore prevalent and reliable
than in previous centuries) tells us that m ost com m only im ported breeds
at the tim e w ere Big China, Berkshire and Irish Grazier (w hich w eõll be
discussing in the next chapter).

Early Pig H usbandry
According to the Livestock Conservancy, pigs w ere historically allow ed
to freely forage, cleaning up fields after harvests. Later, pigs began to be
fed by-products from  dairies and bakeries, as w ell as other w aste
sources. At this tim e, pigs com m only consum ed spoiled foods and w aste;
as a result, they w ere considered valuable for sanitation. But the m ost
attractive feature of raising pigs w as their extrem ely low  level of
investm ent; in term s of tim e, feed and labor, pigs w ere easier and
cheaper to raise than virtually any other livestock.
Traditionally, Am erican colonists w ould raise their pigs by allow ing



them  freedom  to roam , letting them  forage freely in the w oods. They
w ould then round up m any of them  for slaughter in early Novem ber (in
northern and m iddle colonies), Decem ber (in Virginia), and January (in
North and South Carolina). Cool w eather w as necessary for curing,
w hich helped to ensure that the m eats didnõt spoil.
Traditionally, pigs fell under tw o types of classifications: lard and

bacon. Anim als falling under the lard classification w ere thick and
com pact, w ith short bodies and stout legs. They w ere bred for lard
(rendered fat) production, as w ell as for the desired flavor of their m eat
(due to the considerable fat content). Those classified as lard w ere
fattened quickly on corn. Today, according to the Am erican Livestock
Conservancy, the M ulefoot, Choctaw  and Guinea H og (all critically
endangered) are the only know n lard breeds left in the United States.
Anim als falling under the bacon classification w ere long, lean, and

m uscular. They w ere fed high protein, low -energy foods such as sm all
grains and legum es, as w ell as dairy by-products and leftover baked
goods. This diet causes the pig to grow  slow ly, developing m ore m uscle
and less fat than their lard counterparts.
Tw o exam ples of bacon breeds are the Tam w orth (a threatened

heritage breed) and the Yorkshire.
Regardless of classification, everything w as (and still is) used in the

pigñ except for the squeal. Besides the m eat and fat used, the bones,
hide, bristles, and skin are all used in various form s, m arkets, and/or
products.

Pig H usbandry in the United States
By the m id-1800s, the breeding and raising of pigs had becom e m ore
centralized, focused in the areas in the United States that produced the
m ost excess corn. As production becam e m ore centralized, m any of the
different breeds from  other areas began to decline, w ith som e becom ing
extinct as early as the 1900s.
Around the sam e tim e, com m ercial slaughterhouses em erged to

answ er the grow ing need for quick, efficient processing of the m arket-
ready pigs. Pigs w ere herded to m arket along trails, in a process sim ilar
to a cattle drive. It is also estim ated that as m any as 70,000 pigs w ere



driven each year, going from  production areas (in places like Ohio) to
the m arkets along the East Coast. All of this is surprising, given that the
nom adic natives did not drive pigs, due to the difficulty in
herding/driving the stubborn anim als over distances. From  m y ow n
experiences raising pigs, m y feelings are m ixed as far as ease of herding.
If only a single pig w as out, as long as they w ere not chased they could
usually be put back into their pen fairly easily w hen the tim e cam e.
H ow ever, w hen trying to m ove m ultiple anim als, it w as a bit m ore of a
challenge, and norm ally took tw o or m ore people to do so. (And even
then w e w ould som etim es need to round up a few  òbreakaw aysó!) I
found that the best w ay to herd pigs is not to chase them , but rather
w alk w ith them , subtly guiding them  back into their pen.
In 1887, the railroad com pany Sw ift and Com pany introduced the

refrigerated railroad car, allow ing slaughterhouses to be established
right in the m iddle of production areas, thanks to their ability to ship the
pork rather than having to drive live anim als to other regions. Term inal
m arkets also developed in Kansas City, Chicago, St. Joseph, and Sioux
City, w ith packing plants opening near the stockyards.
Thanks to these advancem ents, the lard industry had grow n

trem endously by the start of W W II. Lard, along w ith other fats, w as used
for things like greasing guns and m aking dynam ite. In the United States,
national program s w ere introduced to save unw anted household fats and
grease. Once a certain am ount w as collected, it w as taken to collection
centers, including local butchers. H ow ever, after the w ar the lard m arket
w ent into decline. The m arket for lard pigs collapsed as farm ers began to
raise a leaner, m ore m uscular anim al. Breeds such as the Poland China,
Berkshire, Yorkshire, H am pshire and Duroc w ere favored, w hile breeds
like the M ulefoot and Choctaw  w ent into steep decline.
Today, it is estim ated that up to 75 percent of pigs in the United States

com e from  just three breeds: the Duroc, the Yorkshire, and the
H am pshire. Not only does this put the com m ercial pig m arket at great
potential risk, it also poses a problem  for the genetic diversity of pigs.
Preserving the genetic diversity of pigs, including heritage (old and/or
historic) breeds, is now  left m ostly to the sm aller fam ily farm s and
hom esteadsñ like you!

ñ



So, now  that you know  a little bit m ore about w here these am azing
anim als com e from , letõs take a closer look at som e of the breeds you
m ight consider including on your backyard farm .
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CH APTER 2

TYPES AND BREEDS

here are m ore than 60 m illion sw ine in the United States, w ith
approxim ately 8 m illion or m ore m arketed in the United States on
a yearly basis. According to the United Nations Food and

Agriculture Organization, there are over 939,000,000 w orldw ide w ith
over a billion killed on an annual basis. Alm ost 70 percent of the anim als
in the United States are found in w hat is know n as the Corn Belt area,
an area of the M idw est w hich includes Illinois, w estern Indiana,
M issouri, Iow a, eastern Nebraska, and eastern Kansas (w ith Iow a being
the largest producer in the country). A full quarter of the m eat consum ed
in the United States is pork; pork is also the m ost com m only consum ed
m eat in the w orld.
For the breeds w eõll be discussing in this chapter, our focus w ill be on

som e of the dom estic varieties found in the United States. Som e m ay be
com m on, others m ay be near extinction, and som e m ay be alm ost
im possible to get a hold of w ithout lots of netw orking. H ow ever, all of
them  can be viable candidates for your farm  and your needs, depending
on w hat you m ay be looking for and/or w hat your ultim ate goal(s) m ay
be.



T hroughout this book, there w ill be certain term inology used,
relating to pigs and their care. The follow ing brief
definitions w ill assist in your understanding:

Pig: Generally a very young anim al; m ay also be know n as a piglet.

Boar: An intact m ale pig.

A new born piglet. Photo by M aarten under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

A breeding boar.

Barrow : A castrated m ale pig.

Gilt: A young fem ale, usually less than a year old and w hich has
yet to farrow .



Sow : A m ature fem ale, usually over 10 m onths of age, and w hich
has farrow ed a litter.

Farrow : This term  in used as both a verb and a noun. As a verb, it
m eans giving birth. H ow ever, as a noun, it refers to a litter of
new borns.

Live W eight: The total w eight of the living anim al (aka òon the
hoofó).

H anging W eight: The total w eight of the anim al after slaughter,
but before butchering. Taken after the blood has been drained, the
intestines disposed of, and the head and feet rem oved.

M arket W eight: The target w eight for w hen the anim al is ready to
go to processing.

Shoat: A young pig, one that is som ew here betw een w eaning and
120 pounds live w eight. (You probably w onõt hear this term  unless
you get w ell into breeding.)

W eaner: A young pig at the w eaning stage.

Feeder: A young pig, usually betw een 40ð70 pounds live w eight.
They are usually purchased, sold or kept to feed until reaching
m arket w eight.

Finisher: An older pig, usually at least 150 pounds live w eight, and
in the òfinishingó stages of m arket grow th.

M arket H og: An anim al ready for processing, usually w eighing in
at an average of 230ð270 pounds.

This is only a brief look at som e of the breeds that are out there, and is
m eant to serve prim arily as an introduction. Once you have found the
breed or breeds that interest you, you can do m ore in-depth research,
including contacting breed associations, talking w ith breeders, and even
taking in area county fairs to learn about som e of these anim als up close



and personal. (Keep in m ind that pigs are very social anim als, so for the
healthiest, happiest anim als, you w ill need to get at least tw o!)

Pigs, Sw ine, or H ogs?
Letõs get our facts straight. You m ay hear pigs called a variety of
nam es, chiefly òhogsó or òsw ine,ó term s w hich are used
interchangeably. Are these just generic term s, or is there a real
difference? Sw ine actually is a generic term , one w hich can be
used to refer to any type of pig. H ow ever, there is a difference
betw een a pig and a hogñ nam ely, their size. A pig is a term  for a
very young anim al, and includes piglets. A hog, how ever, is usually
an older anim al, w eighing in at least 120 pounds live w eight (the
w eight of the living anim al).
All that being said, w e do hear these term s used interchangeably,

regardless of age, size, and w eight. Technically, w e are w rong to do
so, though the average layperson know s no different. In general
conversation, it probably doesnõt m ake a difference. Just know  that
if you plan to get into the business side of raising sw ine, youõll
need to know  the difference betw een these term s for selling or
show ing your pigs.

Am erican Landrace
A relatively new  breed, the Am erican Landrace originated from  the
Danish Landrace, a breed hailing from  Denm ark as far back as 1895. In
the early 1930s, the United States Departm ent of Agriculture (USDA)
m ade an agreem ent w ith the M inistry of Foreign Affairs of Denm ark to
purchase 24 of the Danish Landrace for som e sw ine research. The only
stipulation w as that the anim als could not be com m ercially propagated
as a pure breed (due to the fact that the Danish Landrace had given
Denm ark the prestigious position of chief bacon exporting country).



By 1949, how ever, the USDA had been released from  this breeding
restriction agreem ent, and by 1950 the Am erican Landrace Association
had been form ed, w ith the Am erican Landrace established as a
crossbreed w ith Norw egian and Sw edish Landrace varieties (w ith a bit of
Poland China throw n in for good m easure). Today, there are over
700,000 registered offspring from  the initial parent stock.
Raised for ham , bacon, sausage, and pork chops, the Am erican

Landrace is a w hite, m edium -to-large anim al w ith a long body, fine hair,
a long snout, and heavy, droopy ears that slant forw ard (the top edges
run alm ost parallel to the bridge of the snout, w hich is straight). The feet
of the Am erican Landrace are called trotters and are eaten by people as
pigõs feet or pigõs knuckles. They are called trotters due to the fact that,
because the four toes on their foot point dow n, the anim al w alks on the
tips of their toes instead of using their entire foot.

The Am erican Landrace is the fifth m ost recorded breed in the United
States. Registration requirem ents include:
Å  M ust be w hite (any other color w ill elim inate registration).
Å  Ears m ust not be upright.
Å  There m ay be no less than six functional teats on each side. Inverted
teats w ill also disqualify from  registration.

Å  No large black spots on the skin of the anim al; how ever, a sm all bit
of black pigm entation m ay be acceptable.

The Am erican Landrace boar runs betw een 500ð700 pounds, w hile sow s
range betw een 450ð600 pounds. The sow s are good m others and good
m ilk producers, w ith the ability to produce large litters (up to 12) of
good-sized piglets, w ith large birth and w eaning w eights. The Am erican
Landrace crosses w ell w ith other breeds.
The digestive system  of the Am erican Landrace is sim ilar to hum ans.

Like hum ans, they m ust chew  their food (adults have 44 teeth, w hile
piglets have 28, w hich they w ill lose at about 12 m onths of age). Today,
there are over 700,000 registered offspring from  the initial parent stock.



Berkshire
The Berkshire pig is a heritage breed originating from  England, and is
the oldest registered breed in the w orld. The Am erican Berkshire
Association w as established in 1875 w ith òAce of Spades,ó a boar bred
by Q ueen Victoria and im ported to the United States in 1841.
Berkshires are black w ith w hite points (legs, face, and tail) and pink

skin. They have short necks, stocky, block-like legs, and strong feet.

Standards for Berkshire registration include:
Å  Black and w hite coloring w ith erect ears, w hich m ust be notched
w ithin seven days of birth. (This is not just for Berkshires; any pig
requiring ear notching m ust have it done w ithin this tim e period.)

Å  W hite on all legs, tail (unless docked) and face. One w hite leg point
m ay be m issing.

Å  Cannot have either a solid w hite or solid black face from  the ears
up. They should not have a solid black nose (rim ).

Å  No solid w hite on the ears, although som e w hite m ay be perm itted.
Som e w hite on the body is also perm itted.

Know n for their m eat quality, Berkshire pork is tender and juicy w ith a
high fat content, w hich contributes to its w ell-know n flavor. A hardy
anim al, Berkshires are good for operations w here pasturing is the
m ethod of choice.
The Berkshire has an excellent disposition, being both curious and

friendly. They are a m edium -sized pig, running around 600 pounds.
They are good m others, w ith litter sizes ranging from  6ð12 piglets.
As an interesting side note, òNapoleon,ó the pig w hich features

prom inently in George Orw ellõs classic Anim al Farm , is a Berkshire.

M ulefoot
A heritage breed listed by the Am erican Livestock Breed Conservancy as
critically rare, the origins of the M ulefoot are not very clear. W hile it is
possible that their heritage stem s from  Asia or Europe, it is m ore likely



that the M ulefoot originated from  the pigs that the Spanish brought to
Florida in the 1500s (possibly from  the sam e ancestral stock as the
Choctaw , discussed later in this chapter). Standardized as a breed by
1900, the M ulefoot gets its nam e from  its solid, non-cloven hoof.
The M ulefoot is m ostly black (w ith som e w hite points possible) w ith a

coat of soft hair. The ears are m edium  in size and are pricked forw ard,
though they do flop. Although uncom m on, som e have w attles on either
side of the neck (little bits of hanging hair or fur covered flesh). There
are currently no know n purposes for w attles on anim als.

Standards for the M ulefoot include:
Å  Solid, non-cloven hooves (these hooves help to elim inate the threat
of hoof rot).

Å  Solid black; how ever, som e w hite points m ay be acceptable.
Å  M edium  ears that flop, but w hich should not cover the face.

A com pact anim al, sow s can range from  250ð400 pounds and can have
litters of 5ð6 (at tim es up to 12) piglets. The boars range from  350ð600
pounds. M ulefoots are said to have a gentle disposition, and although
they can thrive outdoors, they do w ell in pastured operations. The
M ulefoot is both cold and heat tolerant, and as such acclim ates w ell to
m ost clim ates. Although they m ay look like feral (w ild) hogs, they are
not. Valued for their m eat and lard, as w ell as their relative ease w hen it
com es to fattening, the M ulefoot w as com m on in the Corn Belt and along
the M ississippi River Valley.
A critical breed unique to the United States, the M ulefootõs num bers

have begun to grow , due in large part to the com m itm ent of breeders
w anting to save the breed.

Tam w orth
Originating in the United Kingdom  in the counties of Stafford, W arw ick,
Leicester, and Northam pton, the Tam w orth takes its nam e from
Tam w orth Village in Staffordshire. Also know n as the Sandy Back or
Tam , the Tam w orth w as im ported to the United States in 1882.



Tam w orth piglets. Photo by Am anda Slater under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

The Tam w orth is ginger to red-m ahogany in color (although early
exam ples of the breed w ere said to have been orange and purple). It has
an elongated head and a long, narrow  body. The neck and legs are long,
and the pig has deep sides, a narrow  back, and an excellent foot
structure. Bristles on the body protect the Tam w orth from  ultraviolet
rays; how ever, w hen they m olt they w ill seek shade and m ud to protect
their body from  sunburn. They resem ble, but should not be confused for,
the Duroc (discussed later in this chapter).

Standards for the Tam w orth include:
Å  Golden-red hair that is straight, fine and abundant. The coat should
as free from  any black hairs as possible.

Å  A light jow l, w ith w ide space betw een the ears and a slight dish
face.

Å  Large, erect ears.
Å  Curly hair, a coarse m ane, a turned up snout or dark spots on the
coat are all unacceptable.



A m edium -sized pig, the Tam w orth is intelligent w ith a good disposition,
although som e say that they m ay becom e territorial tow ards other
livestock in their pasture. Their coat color allow s them  to adapt w ell to
clim ates w hile protecting them selves from  sunburn.
Tam w orth boars range in size from  550ð820 pounds, w hile sow s go

from  440ð660 pounds. The sow s are considered good m others, w ith
litter sizes averaging 6ð10 piglets. It is said that a 100 percent survival
rate is not unusual for a Tam w orth litter. The piglets m ay be ready for
slaughter in 25ð30 w eeks. A bacon pig, the Tam w orth is good for
crossbreeding.
W ith approxim ately 1,000 anim als in the United States, the Tam w orth

is listed by the Am erican Livestock Breed Conservancy as threatened;
how ever, due to the fact that they pasture w ell, the breed is once again
gaining popularity. They are hardy and do w ell in areas w ith severe
w inters. An excellent grazer, the Tam w orth w ill also graze the forage
that cattle leave behind in the pasture.

Large Black
Originating in Great Britain, the Large Black is also know n as the Devon
Pig or the Cornw all Black. A critically endangered heritage breed, the
Large Black is easily identified by its large size, its black coloring and its
black skin. First im ported into the United States in the 1920s, m ore w ere
im ported once again in 1985 w hen the Large Black population began to
dw indle. By 1960, the breed had becom e virtually extinct; how ever, the
Large Black H og Association is w orking to keep that from  happening.



Large Black pigs. Photo by Am anda Slater under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

Standards for the Large Black include:
Å  M ust be solid black in color.
Å  Ears should be large, floppy, and cover the eyes.
Å  Face and snout should be long and straight.
Å  Bodies should be long and deep.

Docile, hardy, and easily kept in a w ell-fenced area (partially due to the
fact that their large, droopy earsñ besides offering protection for their
eyes w hen rootingñ also obscure their vision), and are an excellent
choice for pasture-based operations. H ow ever, due to their rarity the
Large Black m ay be difficult to find.
Boars run about 700ð800 pounds, w hile sow s go from  600ð700

pounds. W ith long fertility periods and excellent m aternal instincts, sow s
w ill average 8ð10 piglets in a litter.

H ereford
Originating in the United States, the H ereford w as created betw een
1920ð1925 from  a cross betw een the Duroc and Poland China, possibly



w ith som e Chester W hite or H am pshire. The H ereford has a very unique
color, and resem bles H ereford cattle (red and w hite).

Standards for the H ereford include:
Å  Tw o-thirds of the face m ust be w hite.
Å  Tw o-thirds of the body m ust be red.
Å  There should be no w hite coloring beyond the m id-shoulder area or
over the back.

Å  No belt (a strip of color that encircles the body like a belt).
Å  Three w hite legs.

The H ereford is hardy and docile, w ith droopy ears and is said to be a
good choice for the beginner.
A m eat/bacon hog, it is listed as being on the Am erican Livestock

Breed Conservancy w atch list, w ith an estim ated 2,000 breeding
anim als. Boars can reach 800 pounds w hile sow s can reach 600 pounds.
An average litter size is nine piglets, although litters can som etim es go as
high as 13ð14.

Poland China
Raised for its m eat (ham , bacon, sausage, and chops), the Poland China
w as first bred in M iam i Valley, Ohio in 1816. Although its breed
influences are up for debate, it seem s clear that the Poland China stem s
from  a num ber of breeds, including the Berkshire and H am pshire. It is
said to be the oldest Am erican breed.

The standards for the Poland China include:
Å  Black, w ith six w hite points (face, feet, and sw itch). There m ay be a
splash of w hite on the body.

Å  No m ore than one solid black leg.
Å  Floppy ears.
Å  No belt.



Å  M ay not have a sandy/red haired pigm ent.
Å  Registry does allow  tail docking (rem oval of m ost of the tail w hile
the anim al is still sm all, m uch like sheep and som e breeds of dogs).

In the 1920s and 1930s, efforts w ere m ade to introduce the Poland
China into China. The venture m et w ith m ixed success, as the pigs w ere
not adapted to the clim ate of China, and the Chinese farm ers them selves
w ere m ore interested in the m anure that the anim als produced (for use
as fertilizer) than their m eat capacity.
Durable, strong, and calm , the Poland China has a big fram e and a

long, lean m uscular body w ith large floppy ears.
Boars m ay run 550ð800 pounds w hile sow s m ay go to 500ð650

pounds. A prolific breed, 16ð17 piglets in a single litter is not
uncom m on. H ow ever, the sow  doesnõt usually do w ell raising big litters.
Due to her size, the sow  m ay som etim es lay on a few  of the little ones in
the first few  days.

Chester W hite
Originating in Chester County, Pennsylvania, the Chester W hite (also
know n as the Chester County W hite) is a H eritage breed that w as
developed betw een 1815 and 1818. It w as also know n as the Chester
County W hite.

Standards for the Chester W hite include:
Å  The anim al m ust be com pletely w hite w ith a thick, full coat.
Å  It m ust have a dished face, w ith m edium -sized floppy ears.

A versatile and intelligent breed, the Chester W hite is used in
com m ercial crossbreeding pork operations. They can gain one pound for
every three pounds of grain they are fed; how ever, due to their color,
they need shade in the sum m er. They are also prone to vitam in C
deficiency.
A durable and sound anim al, the boars w ill run 550ð800 pounds,

w hile sow s w ill range from  500ð650 pounds. Sow s are prone to big



litters, but are said to be excellent m others. They also m ake for good
pets!

H am pshire
One of the oldest breeds in Am erica, the H am pshire is the third or
fourth (depending on w ho you ask) m ost recorded breed of pig in the
United States.

Standards for the H am pshire include:
Å  Black, w ith a w hite belt encircling the body (including both front
feet and legs).

Å  There can be som e w hite on the snout, provided it doesnõt break the
rim .

Å  W hen the m outh is closed, any w hite under the chin m ust be sm aller
than a quarter.

Å  W hite coloration is allow ed on the rear leg; how ever, it should not
be above the tuber calcis bone.

Å  Per the H am pshire Sw ine Registry Board of Directors, as of July 1,
2014, all sires m ust be DNA tested for color before any litters can be
recorded.



A H am pshire pig. Photo by Jim  Cham pion under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

The H am pshire has erect ears, good m uscles, and rapid grow th, although
its grow th rate is not quite as fast as m any other crossbreeds. They are
good tem pered, although som e have reported that the boars are
aggressive. I had a very large H am pshire cross breeding boar (he ran
close to the 900ð1,000 pound m ark) and he never show ed aggression. In
fact, w hen he òretiredó he becam e a pet! The sow s are good m others,
w ith long breeding lives and an average litter size of nine.

Duroc
An old Am erican breed developed in New  England around 1800, the
Duroc is a large-fram ed, m edium -length red anim al. M uscular, w ith
droopy ears that cover their eyes, the m odern Duroc is a product of
breeding and crossbreeding, being bred for color, size, and m eat quality
since 1860. Although its ancestry is unclear (all w e know  is that the
original Duroc w as a very large pig) it is regardless considered a heritage
breed.



A young Duroc sow .

Standards for registration include:
Å  No w hite feet, and no w hite spots anyw here (except for end of
snout).

Å  No black spots over 2 inches in diam eter, and no m ore than three
spots, regardless of size.

Å  Clear of ridgeling testicle (cases w here the boar has only one
testicle).

Å  At least six functional udder sections on each side.

The Duroc is a hardy, fast-grow ing anim al, as long as they have a good,
continual, and nutritious diet. They are good in both cold and w arm
clim ates. The sow s m ake for good m others and produce large litters. The
breed is also popular for crossbreeding use and im proving other breeds.
In fact, the Duroc is called a superior genetic source for im proved eating
qualities of pork by the National Pork Producers Council Term inal Sire
Line Evaluation.

Yorkshire



The Am erican Yorkshire is the m ost recorded sw ine breed in the United
States. Called the Large W hite in England and Yorkshire just about
anyw here else in the w orld, they originated in Yorkshire, England in
1761, w ith the breed first being im ported to the United States in 1830.
H ow ever, the Yorkshire did not find popularity in the States until the
1940s, due m ainly to their slow  grow th rates. The breed òim provedó
quickly, how ever, due to selective breeding.
The m odern Am erican Yorkshire is w hite w ith long, upright ears. The

anim als are m uscular w ith a straight back and lean m eat. Found in
nearly every state, the highest concentrations are in Illinois, Indiana,
Iow a, Ohio, and Nebraska. It is the typical m arket hog and used in m any
crosses.

Standards for Yorkshire registration include:
Å  At least six teats on each side.
Å  Com pletely w hite hair (any color other than w hite is grounds for no
registration).

Å  The anim al m ust be free from  debilitating conditions, including:
Å  Blindness
Å  Ruptures/H ernias
Å  H erm aphroditism
Å  Cryptorchidism
Å  Single or abnorm al testicles

Å  There m ust be virtually no black spots on the skin. Although sm all
spots m ay be acceptable, they are not desirable for registration.



Yorkshire pigs.

The Yorkshire is know n as the òm other breed,ó due to the durable
m other lines w hich have contributed to the anim alõs longevity and good-
sized carcass. Litter size averages around 11 piglets per litter.
It should be noted that data on this breed has been m aintained w ith

great diligence, including sow  productivity, grow th, and back fat
form ation. As a result, the Yorkshire is the largest source of docum ented
perform ance records (of any livestock) in the w orld.

Gloucester Old Spot
Also know n as Gloucester, Old Spot, Gloucestershire Old Spots, Old
Spots, or Orchard Pig, the Gloucester Old Spot is listed as critical by
the Am erican Livestock Breed Conservancy. Originating in England, this
breed has only been pedigreed since the early 20th century; how ever,
the Old Spot has been show n in paintings dating back centuries.
The Gloucester Old Spot is w hite w ith defined black spots (the registry

specifies that there m ust be at least one spot to be acceptable).



Other standards include:
Å  Large ears that alm ost cover the face, and w hich hang tow ards the
snout.

Å  Straight, strong legs and a long level back.
Å  Deep sides, w ith a thick, full belly and flank from  ribs to ham .
Å  14 w ell-placed teats, straight and silky hair, and no coarseness or
w rinkles on the skin.

A m eat, lard, and bacon pig, and excellent for pasture operations, the
Gloucester Old Spot is a docile, intelligent, and prolific breed. Calm ,
good-natured, and even tem pered, boars run from  500ð600 pounds, and
sow s range from  450ð500 pounds. W ith w onderful m aternal skills, the
sow s are excellent m others, w ith litter sizes betw een 6ð8 (m any
averaging 10 or m ore). The boars are seldom  dangerous to the piglets
and the piglets can be raised w ell on pasture. H ow ever, due to their pink
skin, there needs to be shade available to prevent sunburn.
A final interesting note, the Gloucester Old Spot is genetically and

characteristically sim ilar to the extinct Cum berland Pig. In the UK,
Gloucester Old Spots are being used in attem pts to recreate the
Cum berland.



Gloucester Old Spot. Photo by Ricardo under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

Guinea H og
Originating in the southern United States, the Guinea H og (also know n
as the Pineyw oods Guinea, Guinea Forest H og, Acorn Eater, and Yard
Pig) w as once the m ost num erous pig found on the southern hom esteads.
Unfortunately, the Guinea H og becam e rarer as these hom esteads
disappeared; they now  survive only in isolated areas in the southeast.
W ith few er than 200 purebreds know n to exist, this once plentiful hog is
now  on the critically endangered list at The Am erican Livestock
Conservancy. H ow ever, new  herds w ere established in the 1980s and
there are farm ers w orking to bring the breed back from  the brink of
extinction.



Guinea H ogs. Photo by Fisherm anõs Daughter under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License
2.0.

The exact history of the breed is a bit of a m ystery, although it is
thought that the foundation stock cam e from  W est Africa and the Canary
Islands, in conjunction w ith the slave trade in Virginia. They w ere
docum ented by Thom as Jefferson as early as 1804. The original strain,
now  extinct, had hints of red and w as called Red Guineas. In fact, a
Guinea breeder m ay occasionally find red highlights on piglets andñ on
rare occasionñ a com pletely red piglet. Guinea H ogs w ill forage for their
food, consum ing rodents, sm all anim als, roots, grass, and nuts. In the
past, they w ere also used to clean out harvested gardens. They w ere
som etim es kept in the yard to keep the house area safe from  snakes, as
they w ould kill and eat any snakes they found. M ost likely, there w ere
m any strains of the Guinea H og; how ever, m ost becam e extinct.
Said to be a good pig for beginners, the Guinea H ogõs physical

description varies. Usually a sm all, gentle, black or blueish-black breed,



w ith upright ears, a hairy coat, and a curly tail, the Guinea H og is
unique to the United States, and suitable for sm aller properties. H ardy
and efficient, the Guinea H og is excellent for ham  and bacon (as it has
exceptionally tender m eat) as w ell as lard (having high lard content).
Guinea H og boars range in size from  250ð300 pounds, w hile the sow s

w eigh in at around 150 pounds. Their litter size averages betw een 4ð8
piglets, but have been know n to reach as m any as 14. The sow s are
know n to be good, calm  m others w ho are easy to w ork w ith. The boars
m ay breed as early as 6ð8 m onths of age, and the sow s at 8 m onths.

Red W attle
The Red W attle, so nam ed for their red color and w attles (the fleshy,
hair-covered hanging on each side of the neck) originated in the United
States. The Red W attle actually com es in a variety of shades of red; som e
w ill also have black patches or specks of black, som e m ay have red and
black hair, and som e m ay be alm ost com pletely black.
Although their early history is not know n, the m odern breed descends

from  anim als from  east Texas in the late 1960s and early 1970s. W hen
settlers began favoring the higher fat content breeds, w hich w ere
necessary for soap and lard, the Red W attles w ere left to roam  the hills
of east Texas. They w ere extensively hunted, and w ere thought to be
extinct, until H .C. W engler cam e across a sm all herd in the forest. H e
crossbred tw o Red W attle sow s w ith Duroc boars, w hich resulted in the
W engler Red W attle line. 20 years later, Robert Prentice cam e across
another sm all herd, and developed the Tim berline strain of Red W attles.
H e then crossed his Tim berlines w ith W englerõs line to create the Endow
Farm  W attle H og.



Red W attle. Photo by M ark W hitby under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

The head and jow l of the Red W attle is lean, w ith a slim  snout and
upright ears w hose tips droop. They have a short body and a slightly
arched back, w ith an average w eight of 600ð800 pounds (although they
can go up to 1200 pounds), and are usually around 4 feet high and 8 feet
long.
The Red W attle is a hardy anim al, know n for its foraging, rapid

grow th, and lean m eat. They have a m ild and gentle tem peram ent and
are adaptive to clim ate. They are excellent for pasture operations and
sm all scale farm ing, and are disease resistant. The sow s are excellent
m others and can have 10ð15 in a litter, w ith the excellent m ilk quantity
needed to sustain such a large litter.
In 1999, the Am erican Livestock Breed Conservancy found there w ere

only 42 breeding anim als, w ith 6 breeders. An association w as started
w hich has m aintained the pedigree book for the breed since 2012. The
Red W attle is also listed by Slow  Food USA and Ark of Taste for the
quality and taste of its m eat.



Ossabaw  Island H og
The Ossabaw  Island H og is a critically endangered hog, found on
Ossabaw  Island off the Georgia coast (near Savannah). They are usually
black, but can be black w ith w hite spots or light-colored w ith black
spots. The adults are quite hairy, w ith heavy bristles on their head, neck,
and topline. Their snouts are long and slightly dished, and their heads
and shoulders are heavy (w hich seem  out of proportion to the rest of
their body, but w hich actually provides them  w ith speed and agility).
Boars w ill run about 300 pounds w hile the sow s w ill go to about 200
pounds.

Ossabaw  Island H og. Photo by Cliff under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

The Ossabaw  H ogs are descended from  the pigs that w ere brought
over in the 16th century by the Spanish explorers, and w hich w ere
released on the island. DNA analysis finds that the pigs originated in the
Canary Islands, w hich w ould have been a stop for the Spanish en route
to the New  W orld.
The Ossabaw  Island H og is an unusual and im portant specim en for

scientific study, largely due to the fact that the anim al has been isolated



on an islandñ m eaning that the Ossabaw  Island H og is the closest
existing genetic representation of the historic stock brought over by the
Spanish. Also, isolated as they have been, the Ossabaw  Island H og
provides scientists w ith the opportunity to study a long-term  natural
population. The breed is unique in that it has been shaped purely
through natural selection, in a clim ate that has heat, hum idity and (on a
seasonal basis) scarcity of food. As a result, these anim als can store an
am azing am ount of body fat to survive the lean tim es.
The Ossabaw  Island H og is an excellent breed for sustainable or

pastured pork production. Unfortunately, it has been discovered that
those anim als w ho reside on the m ainland have lost som e of the
adaptations that m ake this breed so unique. Sadly, those unique and
special anim als left on the island are in danger of eradication: despite
Ossabaw  Island being their hom e for over 500 years, they are now
considered invasive and destructive.

Choctaw
The Choctaw  is another descendant from  the hogs brought over by the
Spanish, dating back to the 16th century. They share tw o distinctive
characteristics w ith their Spanish ancestors: the w attles on each side of
their necks, and fused toes that form  a single, m ule-like hoof. An
Am erican breed labeled as high priorityðcritical by the Am erican
Livestock Breed Conservancy, todayõs Choctaw  has changed little in
appearance in over 150 years.
The Choctaw  w ere used by the Native Am ericans, European settlers,

and in the southeastern United States for over 300 years. In fact, they
w ere said to have accom panied the Native Am ericans on the infam ous
Trail of Tears. Today, how ever, there are only a few  hundred left, w ith
m ost of the herd residing on the Choctaw  Nation reservation in
Oklahom a.
The Choctaw  is built for survival, being quick and agile w ith heavy

forequarters. They forage on berries, acorns, invertebrates, vegetables,
and roots, and are still allow ed to roam  free by the Choctaw  tribe. They
are, how ever, periodically rounded up, sorted, and earm arked (usually
w ith the help of the Catahoula Leopard dog, another anim al of probable



Spanish origin).
Originally raised for m eat and lard, boars w ill run 250ð300 pounds,

w ith sow s ranging betw een 150ð200 pounds. Litter sizes are six or m ore.
They are black, w ith concessional w hite m arkings and ears that m ay be
either erect or w ith a slight droop. They are sm art, hardy, and very self-
sufficient; how ever, it is said that w hen kept in confinem ent, the
Choctaw  can becom e quite tam e.

Piney Rooter
Only found in the United States, the Piney Rooter (also know n as the
Razorback or W oods hog) trace their ancestry back to early dom esticated
hogsñ descended from  those free rangers w ho w ould run off or left
behind (as w hen som e m oved, they w ould just leave the pigs behind)
and w ere never seen again. These anim als in turn adapted and turned
feralñ w hich of course resulted in feral offspring.
Usually black, brow n, or a com bination of the tw o, the Piney Rooter

are hardy and have dark skin, although they have a slow er w eight gain
than their dom estic counterparts. W hile far from  a popular choice (and
not particularly w ell-suited to a first-tim e backyard farm er) there are
som e sm all farm ers w ho do raise these pigs. H ow ever, these are w ild
pigs, and should not be considered for first-tim e farm ers.
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CH APTER 3

H OUSING

s w ith any livestock, there are things that you need to take into
consideration w hen selecting housing for your pigs. H ow  m any
anim als w ill you have? W ill they be pastured or penned? W hat

w ill they be used for? (Breeders w ill need m ore room  than those being
raised strictly for m eat.) W hat is your clim ate like? Can you give them
easy access to food and w ater in the pen area? (This is a m ust, as hungry
pigs w ill soon becom e escapees.) This chapter w ill seek to cover the
basics of providing adequate space and living areas for your pigs, w hile
keeping them  w arm , safe, and dry.

Planning Your Pigsõ H ousing
If you are raising only a few  anim als for m eat, you m ay be tem pted to
build a sm all house and a sm all pen to keep things easier. H ow ever, keep
in m ind that the sm aller the space you give your pigs, the m ore w ork
you w ill have in the endñ the m ore confined your anim als are, the m ore
labor intensive clean-up w ill be.
Space-w ise, the m ore space you can give your anim als, the better.

Ideally, a fully m ature pig should have 48ð50 square feet of shed
space, provided they also have an adjacent outdoor area w here they can
exercise and lounge. If they do not have an outdoor area, youõre looking
at around 100 square foot of space needed per m ature pig.
If you do have the space for an outdoor area, this space should be at



least 200 square feet in size (400 square feet if your pigs are breeders).
Think of this space as giving your anim als som ething like an exercise
yard.
H ow  is the drainage on the property? If you have m ultiple spaces to

select from , you w ill w ant to pick the site w ith the best drainage. W e
w ill discuss this further on in this chapter; how ever, the better the
drainage in the pen/pasture area, the m ore anim als you can
accom m odate.
If you are pasturing, som e say you should be able to run up to 10

anim als per acre of good pasture, provided you are practicing rotational
grazing (m oving anim als into another, unused part of the pasture w hen
it has been eaten dow n, so that the area they w ere feeding in has a
chance to recover and regrow  before being put back into use), and
giving supplem ental foods. In other w ords, pigs do not survive on
pasture/foraging alone (see Chapter 4 for m ore details on feeding your
pigs).

Others w ill tell you to look at your soil type, and allow  100 square
feet m inim um  per anim al (if your soil is sandy and w ell drained), or
200ð250 square feet per anim al if the soil is clay (w hich is not a good
drainage soil). If you have the space, som e even recom m end as m uch as
800 square feet per anim al! Again, the m ore you can give them , the
happier everyone w ill be.
H ow ever, these num bers should not be looked at as set standards;

there are other things to look at, such as drainage or how  good the
pasture area is. Not to m ention that all of this m ay change from  year to
year. A year that is too w et or too dry could affect how  you w ill pasture
that year and how  m any anim als you w ill be able to handle per pasture.



Basically, w hile you can still plan this out as carefully as possible, if
M other Nature has other plans, you w ill need to adapt!
One thing to keep in m ind w hen deciding on location and how  m any

anim als to put into one area is that for large anim als (like the pig) that
have very sm all feet, their feet have to hold a lot of w eight over a sm all
area. As a result, if there are too m any anim als in too sm all of a space or
in an area of bad drainage, you can w ind up w ith one gigantic m ud hole.
And w hile your pigs m ay like the occasional m ud roll to cool off and
protect them  from  heat and sun, it is not healthy for them  if their entire
pen is m uddy.

Photo by Orange Aurochs under the Creative Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

Sheds
Although your pigs m ay prefer to sleep outdoors in w arm  w eather, you
w ill still need som e sort of shed for them . But w hile you m ight think



that youõll need a huge building for such big anim als, the truth is that
you really donõt. Pigs tend to sleep quite close to each other, so they
donõt take up as m uch space as you m ight suppose. The biggest thing to
pay attention to is that your shed doesnõt get a w et, m uddy floor (as this
can chill your anim al), and that you have good ventilation, a good roof,
good drainage, and good bedding.
It also helps if the shed has a floor. This w ill help keep your anim als

dry, even if you end up having som e problem s w ith drainage. And, as
pigs do not like w et beds, a floor w ill m ake them  very happy w hile
helping to keep them  w arm . The floor should be non-slip, w hich is easy
to accom plishñ sim ply attach batons across the floor to give the pigs
grip.
W hen contem plating w here to put the shed for your pigs, rem em ber

that strategic placem ent of the shed (along w ith strategic plantings w hen
and if necessary) w ill help in tw o im portant w ays: tem perature control
and clim ate control. Select a location that w ill give the m axim um
protection from  heat, snow , and w inds (a sheltered, shady area is good).
M ake sure that your pigs have shade that they can go to outside of the
shed so that they can cool off.

Rem em ber, if you are in an area w here there are w inters, any shade
trees w ill lose their leaves, allow ing the sun to reach the sheds during
that tim e of the year. In addition, look for a spot w here you can take
advantage of cool w inds in the sum m er, but w hich can be easily
protected in the w inter. I used to add a heavy flap to the door in the
w inter, and found that to w ork quite w ell.
Another consideration w hen positioning the shed and yard is to try to



place it far enough aw ay from  your house to avoid any odors, both from
the pen and from  w herever you decide to dispose of the dirty bedding
(w hich is excellent for com post!). Another very im portant issue is
drainage. Do not allow  drainage from  the pens to run into rivers, ponds,
stream s, or around your w ell, as it can lead to contam ination.

Shed Bedding
It is also very im portant that you keep your shed clean as w ell as dry, as
this w ill affect not only your pigõs health, but its perform ance as w ell.
For bedding, som e w ill say to use hay (as opposed to straw ), as using
straw  bedding risks eye infections (if there are seed hulls in the straw ).
Not to m ention that, should the pigs w ant to snack, they can eat the hay
you lay dow n for them . That being said, I used straw  for bedding for
years, not only w ith m y pigs (and their litters) but w ith m y goats as
w ell, and never ran into any problem s. I found that the straw  kept the
anim als w arm er and drier; how ever, this decision is totally up to you, as
either w ill w ork. And donõt w orry about the pigs defecating in their
shed: pigs w ill usually not go to the bathroom  in their house or bedding.
W hen I put straw  in, I put lots of it in (especially in the w inter). M y

pigs loved to burrow  right dow n into the straw  during the cold w eather.
Back w hen m y breeders w ere sm aller, som etim es I w ouldnõt even be able
to see them ñ theyõd burrow ed in so deep. But it kept them  w arm , even
in below  freezing and sub-zero tem peratures. Not to m ention it w as
m uch safer than using heat or brooding lam ps. (M y shed also had a low
ceilingñ although not so low  that the pigs couldnõt stand com fortablyñ
w hich Iõm  sure helped to keep the heat in.)

Ventilation
The shed should have good ventilation; at the sam e tim e, youõll need to
w atch out for drafts. Som e w ill insulate their roof and w alls to prevent
drafts; I just m ade sure that there w ere no spots in the w alls w here drafts
w ould be a problem . Look for any cracks or holes in the w alls, any open
seam s é  anything that could allow  cold air drafts to seep in. Bales of



straw  piles around the outside of the building, especially at a w all that
gets hit hard w ith w ind, w ill help as w ell. If you are building the shed
yourself, leaving openings under the eaves of the shed roof w ill also help
w ith ventilation.
Rem em ber that pigs can tolerate low  tem peratures, so long as they are

not exposed to drafts. That said, this can also depend on the age of your
anim als. Very young and very old pigs (although old pigs tend to be
pets, and are likely kept indoors) w ill need extra heat. If you see your
pigs, regardless of age, huddling in a pile, or if your anim als are
shivering or eating m ore than usual, then they are too cold and need
m ore bedding, and possibly even a brooding lam p (if the w eather is
really bad). M ake sure that the brooding lam p is kept a safe distance
aw ay from  the bedding, be it hay or straw , and the curiosity of the pigs
so that a fire doesnõt start.
On the flip side, if your pigs are avoiding bodily contact w ith each

other, eating less, are going to the bathroom  in areas that are usually
clean or you see them  panting, then they are too w arm  and you need to
find them  an area w here they can cool dow n.

Types of H ousing
W hen deciding on housing, there are m any options available for your
pigs. Som e options m ay be better than others: for exam ple, a w ooden
shed w ould be better than a m etal shed, as w ithout insulation, a m etal
shed can be cold in the w inter and hot in the sum m er. Even certain
plastic ones w ill w ork; w hen it com es right dow n to it, the choice is
yours. Look at your budget, your available space and your size needs.
Study w hat is out there and purchase w hat is best for you. If you canõt
find w hat you w ant, pig sheds are easy to build, so keep that option in
m ind, as w ell.
If you already have a large barn available and are thinking about

keeping your pigs contained there, you m ight w ant to think about that a
bit m ore. Although keeping your anim als contained sounds easier for
you and safer for the anim als, thatõs not alw ays the case. Keeping your
pigs in the barn all the tim e is very labor-intensive, and you w ill have a
lot of cleaning to do on a daily basis. W hile having a pig yard w ill not



elim inate cleaning, a nice big yard m eans you w ill have to clean less.
And, if you pasture, the m anure w ill sim ply eventually w ork its w ay into
the ground. Your pigs also need fresh air to keep them  healthy, and
keeping them  in a closed building w ill not provide them  w ith the fresh
air and ventilation that they w ant and need.

Although there are m any so-called pig houses on the m arket, feel free
to look at other alternatives. Som e ow ners w ill purchase com m ercially-
m ade w ooden sheds/m ini-barns and m ake m odifications them selves,
such as rem oving the low er panel of one door so that the pigs can go in
and out easily w ithout the need to keep those big doors open. Others
w ill replace a bit of the roof w ith a clear panel, to allow  the sun to beat
into the shed during the w inter. (This could be quite w arm  in the
sum m er, how ever, so you m ay w ant to cover it in the w inter if shade
trees w onõt suffice.) M ost m ini-barns and sheds do have floors; how ever,
if they donõt, a floor is easy to install.



A m ini-barn can be a great option for housing your pigs. Photo by Gem Tec1 under the Creative
Com m ons Attribution License 2.0.

Another option is a porta-hut. M etal porta-huts are m etal buildings
w ith a rounded top, and w hile they are used for pigs, if not insulated
they can be hot in the sum m er and cold in the w inter. Therefore, porta-
huts need to be in spots that stay dry; in fact, they do best on a platform
(your pigs w ill appreciate their òporchó as w ell!) If you are in an area
w ith snow , how ever, their rounded roof w ill help shed snow .
Calf hutchesñ those large, plastic-like sheds m ade for calvesñ m ay be

used as w ell. W ith lots of straw  or hay, and a heavy covering over the
door, these little sheds can stay pretty w arm . H ow ever, sum m er heat can
play havoc w ith their internal tem peratures, as the built-in vents are not
alw ays all that good. As a result, calf hutches w ork best in shaded areas
during the sum m er. These sheds are durable and com e in a variety of
sizes; how ever, you m ay need to add a floor.
If you have an old greenhouse on the property that you no longer

use, you m ay w ant to try to incorporate it into your pigõs set-up.
Although they w ould be too hot to use for sum m er housing, they can be



a com fy, cozy resting spot on a cold, sunny w interõs day.

Building Your Ow n Pig Shed
Building your ow n shed is another optionñ one that is easier than
you think. For the years that I had m y pigs, they lived in a shed
that I built, w ith an associated yard. I knew  that it had to be big
enough for m y tw o adult breeders and one litter per year (w hich
averaged about 10 piglets per litter). It w as basically three tw o-
thirds sided, w ith the fourth w all having the doorõs opening. In the
w inter, I w ould put a heavy flap over the door, such as a heavy
tarp or rug (in the sum m er it w as left open). I also had a w indow  in
the back w hich again w as open in the sum m er and covered in the
w inter using a heavy, clear plastic. This allow ed daylight to com e
into the shed, but w as positioned so that in the sum m er, the pigs
w ere not bom barded w ith the hot sun. The shed w as about 20 feet
in length and 10 feet front to back. The front of the shed w as about
5 feet high and about 4 feet in the back w ith a m etal roof. This
slanted roof helped to shed snow  and m ade snow  rem oval easier. It
also kept the rain from  running into their doorw ay. Although I
could not stand in the building, m y adult pigs w ere com fortable
and cleaning w as still easy.

Your pigsõ shed can be alm ost any shape or size, as long as you
rem em ber to give them  enough space, prevent drafts, and allow  for good
placem ent and ventilation. They can be ready-m ade purchased or
hom em ade, as fancy or as sim ple as you w ant (although, given how
destructive pigs can be, you w ill probably w ant to keep it sim ple). H ave
som e fun designing it, but keep it sim ple, practical and m ost im portant,
safe for your pigs. (Som e links for shed plans can be found in the
Resources section.)



Fencing
W ithout proper fencing, you w ill be spending a lot of tim e rounding
your pigs up from  their adventures in the outside w orld. Donõt let those
bodies fool youñ pigs are faster than you think and those little ones can
squeeze through som e pretty tight spots! M eanw hile, the older, larger
pigs w ill w ork those sam e spots until they can get them selves through,
one w ay or another!
W hen trying to decide on the proper fence, the strength and height of

it w ill usually depend on w hat type or breed of pig you are keeping. All
pigs, once they are grow n, are strong, so your fence w ill need to be able
to deal w ith the physical strength of your anim als. If your fence is too
w eak, a pig can knock it right over sim ply by leaning on it. Too loose,
and they w ill figure out how  to get under it. If the w ires are too thin, a
large pig could pull on it until it breaks, or else just rip it apart and go
through it. Too low , and a pig w ill jum p the fence. I actually w atched
m y full-grow n boar jum p and clear a tem porary fence. H e w as huge, so I
w asnõt expecting it. From  then on, fences doubled in height at m y place.
So, how  do you fence in an anim al that is strong, fast, and can be

difficult to contain? The answ er is, you train them  to a fence, starting as
young as possible. But before that, you m ust decide w hat kind of fence
you w ant.
The easiest w ay to fence in pigs is through the use of hog panels. Sold

in 16 foot lengths, and anyw here from  34ð50 inches high, these are very
rigid, m etal fence panels w hich can support the w eight of a pig w ithout
buckling. The fence panel has larger space openings in the top section,
w ith sm aller openings at the bottom , to keep the piglets from  going
through. The panels m ay be attached to either fence posts or m etal t-
posts to form  the yard. As long as there is good drainage, these panels
w ill w ork w ell. The one draw back of the hog panel is cost; if you are
fencing in a large area, the panels can becom e expensive, in w hich case
you m ay w ant to look at w ire or field fencing.
W ire or field fencing com es in a variety of heights, gauges, and

opening sizes. For use w ith feeder pigs, 32 or 39 should be sufficient.
Although, from  m y ow n experience I w ould recom m end the higher
num bers, especially if you are keeping breeders (or even farm  pigs as
pets). The gauge of the w ire should be thick enough to w ithstand the


