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INTRODUCTION

the farm is the pig. Most people like piglets well enough, who are

indeed known for their ocuteness;0 however, most think of the
adult pig as a dirty animal. If youdre picked up this book, odds are
youde thinking about adding some pigs to your own homestead or
backyard farm. What this means is you are about to discover that this
piggy preconception could not be further from the truth.

Probably one of the most loved yet most misunderstood animals on

The pig is easily one of the smartest animals youdl find on the farm, if
not the smartest. They can also be the sweetest animal on the farmii or,
one of the most dangerous animal (but wedl cover that later).

Ask most pig ownerswho let their pigs actually be pigsfi meaning they
dond keep their animalsin containment for their entire lives. Pigs, left to
their own devices, will not only develop strong personalities, but can
even outsmart their owners. They also make surprisingly great petsf
though for those who have kept pigs, myself included, this fact hardly
comes as a surprise. Having bred and raised crossbreed farm pigs for



many years, as well as having kept a potbellied pig as a house pet and
camping buddy for almost 13 years, | can confidently attest that pigs are
by far one of the most intelligent animals that | have owned, and though
they can be quite frustrating at times (especially if they get out), they
are also ridiculously easy to fall in love with.

Pigs can be a fun, occasionally challenging animal to raise. And once
you have raised a few, you can bet youdl want to keep on raising them,
year to year. Be warned, however: for a real chands-oné owner, someone
who is only raising one or two pigs for meat, pigs are also a very easy
animal to become attached to, and make a pet out offi especially if you
have purchased it very young. If small-scale, year-to-year raising of one
or two animals for meat is your plan, make sure to keep the end result in
mind. Otherwise, youdl likely find slaughter time very difficult,
emotionally speaking. While you always want to treat your pigs well, at
slaughter time you dond want to feel like you are sending the family pet
off to the freezer, either! Finding the balance and keeping perspective is
one of the most important keys to becoming a successful pig farmer.

So, grab a seat in your comfiest chair, keep your favorite beverage
close at hand, and let® learn some of the beginner® basics for raising

pigs!
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CHAPTER 1

A BRIEF HISTORY OF PIG FARMING

from the genus Sus, the family of Suidae and sub-family Suinae.

They are considered even-toed ungulates, meaning an animal
with an even number of toes (usually two or four, in this case two). And,
although even-toed ungulates are usually herbivores (plant eaters), both
the domestic pig and the wild boar are omnivores, meaning they eat
both plants and meat. Highly intelligent, pigs can be found in art and
literature, as well as in religious symbolism. In Europe, the boar has
been known to represent a standard charge (an emblem emblazoned on
a shield) in heraldry. And perhaps the most well-known symbol the pig
representsis its place as the twelfth animal in the Chinese zodiac.

Under the Sus genus Suidae is the domestic pig and common Eurasian
wild boar. Some will lump the wild boar (non-Eurasian), warthog,
peccary and babirusa into the genus, though thisisincorrect.

Sus is thought to include 10 living species, along with a number of
extinct species. The living species include:

Pigs, including the domestic pig and the Eurasian wild boar, are

Palawan Bearded Pig

Bornean Bearded pig

Heude® pig

Visayan Warty (critically endangered)
Celebes (or Sulawesi) Warty pig
Mindoro (or Oliver®) Warty pig



Philippine Warty pig
Wild Boar

Domestic Pig

Javan Warty pig

The Origins of the Domesticated Pig

DNA evidence (taken from various teeth and jawbone samples) dating
back approximately 40 million years tells us that the pigs native to the
Eurasian and African continents originated in the Near East. Found to be
very adaptable, the pig was a perfect subject for domestication.

However, the question of when and where the pig was domesticated
depends on the source. Some claim that evidence of pig husbandry goes
back to 5,000 bce, with evidence of domestication in China going back
to approximately 6,000 bce. Others say that the pig was domesticated
from the wild boar in approximately 11,00089,000 bce (despite remains
having been found in Cyprus that date back to 11,400 bce). Still others
will argue that domestication occurred in approximately 13,000812,700
bce, at the Tiger Basin in the Near East. As of yet, there is no clear
consensus; regardless, it is clear that the domesticated pig has been with
us for quite some time.

Pigs with Near Eastern/ Asian genes were introduced in Europe and
quickly become popular due to their willingness to eat just about
anything. Pigs also reproduced well, with multiple piglets per litter, and
their meat was easy to preserve. With the availability of dependable,
domesticated breeding stock, European farmers were also able to
domesticate the European boar, which ironically led to pigs with the
Near Eastern gene dying out. By the 1500s, Europeans had already
begun breeding pigs for specific traits, related to the meat they
produced, creating the foundation for what would later become the
obacon-typeo and dard-typed categories of pigs.

Soon, pigs began making their way across the sea, to the New World.
At first, there were only a handful of animals: eight accompanied
Christopher Columbus on his famous voyage; Hern8n Cort®& and Sr
Walter Raleigh brought a sizeable number of hogs with them to North



and South America; another 13 followed Hernando de Soto to Florida.
Within three years, de Soto® small group of swine had swelled to
approximately 700 pigsii a testament to the pig& ability to breed
prolifically. (This number doesnd@ even count those animals that were
eaten, those who escaped and became feral, or those animals that were
given to the area Native Americans!)

As more colonists came and more colonies were established, more pigs
were imported from overseas, primarily from Spain, Portugal, and
England. (Exactly what types and breeds were brought over remains
unknown due to the lack of documentation at the time.) By the end of
the 17th century, the typical farm had 405 pigs of their own, raised to
provide meat, lard/ fat, and income (when the need arose). And the trend
continued; documentation during the 1800s (more prevalent and reliable
than in previous centuries) tells us that most commonly imported breeds
at the time were Big China, Berkshire and Irish Grazier (which wedl be
discussing in the next chapter).

Early Pig Husbandry

According to the Livestock Conservancy, pigs were historically allowed
to freely forage, cleaning up fields after harvests. Later, pigs began to be
fed by-products from dairies and bakeries, as well as other waste
sources. At this time, pigs commonly consumed spoiled foods and waste;
as a result, they were considered valuable for sanitation. But the most
attractive feature of raising pigs was their extremely low level of
investment; in terms of time, feed and labor, pigs were easier and
cheaper to raise than virtually any other livestock.

Traditionally, American colonists would raise their pigs by allowing



them freedom to roam, letting them forage freely in the woods. They
would then round up many of them for slaughter in early November (in
northern and middle colonies), December (in Virginia), and January (in
North and South Carolina). Cool weather was necessary for curing,
which helped to ensure that the meats didn@ spoil.

Traditionally, pigs fell under two types of classifications. lard and
bacon. Animals falling under the lard classification were thick and
compact, with short bodies and stout legs. They were bred for lard
(rendered fat) production, as well as for the desired flavor of their meat
(due to the considerable fat content). Those classified as lard were
fattened quickly on corn. Today, according to the American Livestock
Conservancy, the Mulefoot, Choctaw and Guinea Hog (all critically
endangered) are the only known lard breeds left in the United States.

Animals falling under the bacon classification were long, lean, and
muscular. They were fed high protein, low-energy foods such as small
grains and legumes, as well as dairy by-products and leftover baked
goods. This diet causes the pig to grow slowly, developing more muscle
and less fat than their lard counterparts.

Two examples of bacon breeds are the Tamworth (a threatened
heritage breed) and the Yorkshire.

Regardless of classification, everything was (and still is) used in the
pigh except for the squeal. Besides the meat and fat used, the bones,
hide, bristles, and skin are all used in various forms, markets, and/or
products.

Pig Husbandry in the United States

By the mid-1800s, the breeding and raising of pigs had become more
centralized, focused in the areas in the United States that produced the
most excess corn. As production became more centralized, many of the
different breeds from other areas began to decline, with some becoming
extinct as early as the 1900s.

Around the same time, commercial slaughterhouses emerged to
answer the growing need for quick, efficient processing of the market-
ready pigs. Pigs were herded to market along trails, in a process similar
to a cattle drive. It is also estimated that as many as 70,000 pigs were



driven each year, going from production areas (in places like Ohio) to
the markets along the East Coast. All of thisis surprising, given that the
nomadic natives did not drive pigs, due to the difficulty in
herding/ driving the stubborn animals over distances. From my own
experiences raising pigs, my feelings are mixed as far as ease of herding.
If only a single pig was out, as long as they were not chased they could
usually be put back into their pen fairly easily when the time came.
However, when trying to move multiple animals, it was a bit more of a
challenge, and normally took two or more people to do so. (And even
then we would sometimes need to round up a few oObreakawaysd!) |
found that the best way to herd pigs is not to chase them, but rather
walk with them, subtly guiding them back into their pen.

In 1887, the railroad company Swift and Company introduced the
refrigerated railroad car, allowing slaughterhouses to be established
right in the middle of production areas, thanks to their ability to ship the
pork rather than having to drive live animals to other regions. Terminal
markets also developed in Kansas City, Chicago, S. Joseph, and Soux
City, with packing plants opening near the stockyards.

Thanks to these advancements, the lard industry had grown
tremendously by the start of WWII. Lard, along with other fats, was used
for things like greasing guns and making dynamite. In the United States,
national programs were introduced to save unwanted household fats and
grease. Once a certain amount was collected, it was taken to collection
centers, including local butchers. However, after the war the lard market
went into decline. The market for lard pigs collapsed as farmers began to
raise a leaner, more muscular animal. Breeds such as the Poland China,
Berkshire, Yorkshire, Hampshire and Duroc were favored, while breeds
like the Mulefoot and Choctaw went into steep decline.

Today, it is estimated that up to 75 percent of pigsin the United States
come from just three breeds. the Duroc, the Yorkshire, and the
Hampshire. Not only does this put the commercial pig market at great
potential risk, it also poses a problem for the genetic diversity of pigs.
Preserving the genetic diversity of pigs, including heritage (old and/or
historic) breeds, is now left mostly to the smaller family farms and
homesteadsii like you!

-1}



So, now that you know a little bit more about where these amazing
animals come from, let® take a closer look at some of the breeds you
might consider including on your backyard farm.
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CHAPTER 2

TYPES AND BREEDS

approximately 8 million or more marketed in the United States on

a yearly basis. According to the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization, there are over 939,000,000 worldwide with
over a billion killed on an annual basis. AlImost 70 percent of the animals
in the United Sates are found in what is known as the Corn Belt area,
an area of the Midwest which includes lllinois, western Indiana,
Missouri, lowa, eastern Nebraska, and eastern Kansas (with lowa being
the largest producer in the country). A full quarter of the meat consumed
in the United States is pork; pork is also the most commonly consumed
meat in the world.

For the breeds wedl be discussing in this chapter, our focus will be on
some of the domestic varieties found in the United States. Some may be
common, others may be near extinction, and some may be almost
impossible to get a hold of without lots of networking. However, all of
them can be viable candidates for your farm and your needs, depending
on what you may be looking for and/ or what your ultimate goal(s) may
be.

T here are more than 60 million swine in the United Sates, with



hroughout this book, there will be certain terminology used,
relating to pigs and their care. The following brief
definitions will assist in your understanding:

Pig: Generally a very young animal; may also be known as a piglet.

Boar: An intact male pig.

A breeding boar.

Barrow: A castrated male pig.

Gilt: A young female, usually less than a year old and which has
yet to farrow.



Sow: A mature female, usually over 10 months of age, and which
has farrowed a litter.

Farrow: Thisterm in used as both a verb and a noun. As a verb, it
means giving birth. However, as a noun, it refers to a litter of
newborns.

Live Weight: The total weight of the living animal (aka oon the
hoof¢).

Hanging Weight: The total weight of the animal after slaughter,
but before butchering. Taken after the blood has been drained, the
intestines disposed of, and the head and feet removed.

Market Weight: The target weight for when the animal is ready to
go to processing.

Shoat: A young pig, one that is somewhere between weaning and
120 pounds live weight. (You probably wond hear this term unless
you get well into breeding.)

Weaner: A young pig at the weaning stage.

Feeder: A young pig, usually between 40870 pounds live weight.
They are usually purchased, sold or kept to feed until reaching
market weight.

Finisher: An older pig, usually at least 150 pounds live weight, and
in the ofinishingo stages of market growth.

Market Hog: An animal ready for processing, usually weighing in
at an average of 2308270 pounds.

Thisisonly a brief look at some of the breeds that are out there, and is
meant to serve primarily as an introduction. Once you have found the
breed or breeds that interest you, you can do more in-depth research,
including contacting breed associations, talking with breeders, and even
taking in area county fairs to learn about some of these animals up close



and personal. (Keep in mind that pigs are very social animals, so for the
healthiest, happiest animals, you will need to get at least two!)

Pigs, Swine, or Hogs?

Let® get our facts straight. You may hear pigs called a variety of
names, chiefly ohogsd or oswine,6 terms which are used
interchangeably. Are these just generic terms, or is there a real
difference? Swine actually is a generic term, one which can be
used to refer to any type of pig. However, there is a difference
between a pig and a hogfi namely, their size. A pig isaterm for a
very young animal, and includes piglets. A hog, however, is usually
an older animal, weighing in at least 120 pounds live weight (the
weight of the living animal).

All that being said, we do hear these terms used interchangeably,
regardless of age, size, and weight. Technically, we are wrong to do
so, though the average layperson knows no different. In general
conversation, it probably doesn@ make a difference. Just know that
if you plan to get into the business side of raising swine, youdl
need to know the difference between these terms for selling or
showing your pigs.

American Landrace

A relatively new breed, the American Landrace originated from the
Danish Landrace, a breed hailing from Denmark as far back as 1895. In
the early 1930s, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
made an agreement with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark to
purchase 24 of the Danish Landrace for some swine research. The only
stipulation was that the animals could not be commercially propagated
as a pure breed (due to the fact that the Danish Landrace had given
Denmark the prestigious position of chief bacon exporting country).



By 1949, however, the USDA had been released from this breeding
restriction agreement, and by 1950 the American Landrace Association
had been formed, with the American Landrace established as a
crossbreed with Norwegian and Swedish Landrace varieties (with a bit of
Poland China thrown in for good measure). Today, there are over
700,000 registered offspring from the initial parent stock.

Raised for ham, bacon, sausage, and pork chops, the American
Landrace is a white, medium-to-large animal with a long body, fine hair,
a long snout, and heavy, droopy ears that slant forward (the top edges
run almost parallel to the bridge of the snout, which is straight). The feet
of the American Landrace are called trotters and are eaten by people as
pig® feet or pig® knuckles. They are called trotters due to the fact that,
because the four toes on their foot point down, the animal walks on the
tips of their toesinstead of using their entire foot.

The American Landrace is the fifth most recorded breed in the United
States. Registration requirementsinclude:

A Must be white (any other color will eliminate registration).
A Ears must not be upright.

A There may be no less than six functional teats on each side. Inverted
teats will also disqualify from registration.

A No large black spots on the skin of the animal; however, a small bit
of black pigmentation may be acceptable.

The American Landrace boar runs between 5008700 pounds, while sows
range between 4508600 pounds. The sows are good mothers and good
milk producers, with the ability to produce large litters (up to 12) of
good-sized piglets, with large birth and weaning weights. The American
Landrace crosses well with other breeds.

The digestive system of the American Landrace is similar to humans.
Like humans, they must chew their food (adults have 44 teeth, while
piglets have 28, which they will lose at about 12 months of age). Today,
there are over 700,000 registered offspring from the initial parent stock.



Berkshire

The Berkshire pig is a heritage breed originating from England, and is
the oldest registered breed in the world. The American Berkshire
Association was established in 1875 with 0Ace of Spades,6 a boar bred
by Queen Victoria and imported to the United Statesin 1841.

Berkshires are black with white points (legs, face, and tail) and pink
skin. They have short necks, stocky, block-like legs, and strong feet.

Standards for Berkshire registration include:

A Black and white coloring with erect ears, which must be notched
within seven days of birth. (Thisisnot just for Berkshires; any pig
requiring ear notching must have it done within this time period.)

A White on all legs, tail (unless docked) and face. One white leg point
may be missing.

A Cannot have either a solid white or solid black face from the ears
up. They should not have a solid black nose (rim).

A No solid white on the ears, although some white may be permitted.
Some white on the body is also permitted.

Known for their meat quality, Berkshire pork is tender and juicy with a
high fat content, which contributes to its well-known flavor. A hardy
animal, Berkshires are good for operations where pasturing is the
method of choice.

The Berkshire has an excellent disposition, being both curious and
friendly. They are a medium-sized pig, running around 600 pounds.
They are good mothers, with litter sizes ranging from 6912 piglets.

As an interesting side note, ONapoleon,60 the pig which features
prominently in George Orwell® classic Animal Farm, is a Berkshire.

Mulefoot

A heritage breed listed by the American Livestock Breed Conservancy as
critically rare, the origins of the Mulefoot are not very clear. While it is
possible that their heritage stems from Asia or Europe, it is more likely



that the Mulefoot originated from the pigs that the Spanish brought to
Florida in the 1500s (possibly from the same ancestral stock as the
Choctaw, discussed later in this chapter). Sandardized as a breed by
1900, the Mulefoot getsits name from its solid, non-cloven hoof.

The Mulefoot is mostly black (with some white points possible) with a
coat of soft hair. The ears are medium in size and are pricked forward,
though they do flop. Although uncommon, some have wattles on either
side of the neck (little bits of hanging hair or fur covered flesh). There
are currently no known purposes for wattles on animals.

Standards for the Mulefoot include:

A Solid, non-cloven hooves (these hooves help to eliminate the threat
of hoof rot).

A Solid black; however, some white points may be acceptable.
A Medium ears that flop, but which should not cover the face.

A compact animal, sows can range from 2508400 pounds and can have
litters of 506 (at times up to 12) piglets. The boars range from 3508600
pounds. Mulefoots are said to have a gentle disposition, and although
they can thrive outdoors, they do well in pastured operations. The
Mulefoot is both cold and heat tolerant, and as such acclimates well to
most climates. Although they may look like feral (wild) hogs, they are
not. Valued for their meat and lard, as well as their relative ease when it
comes to fattening, the Mulefoot was common in the Corn Belt and along
the Mississippi River Valley.

A critical breed unique to the United States, the Mulefoot® numbers
have begun to grow, due in large part to the commitment of breeders
wanting to save the breed.

Tamworth

Originating in the United Kingdom in the counties of Stafford, Warwick,
Leicester, and Northampton, the Tamworth takes its name from
Tamworth Village in Saffordshire. Also known as the Sandy Back or
Tam, the Tamworth was imported to the United Statesin 1882.



Tamworth piglets. Photo by Amanda Sater under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

The Tamworth is ginger to red-mahogany in color (although early
examples of the breed were said to have been orange and purple). It has
an elongated head and a long, narrow body. The neck and legs are long,
and the pig has deep sides, a narrow back, and an excellent foot
structure. Bristles on the body protect the Tamworth from ultraviolet
rays; however, when they molt they will seek shade and mud to protect
their body from sunburn. They resemble, but should not be confused for,
the Duroc (discussed later in this chapter).

Standards for the Tamworth include:

A Golden-red hair that is straight, fine and abundant. The coat should
as free from any black hairs as possible.

A A light jowl, with wide space between the ears and a slight dish
face.

A Large, erect ears.

A Curly hair, a coarse mane, a turned up snout or dark spots on the
coat are all unacceptable.



A medium-sized pig, the Tamworth isintelligent with a good disposition,
although some say that they may become territorial towards other
livestock in their pasture. Their coat color allows them to adapt well to
climates while protecting themselves from sunburn.

Tamworth boars range in size from 5508820 pounds, while sows go
from 4400660 pounds. The sows are considered good mothers, with
litter sizes averaging 6010 piglets. It is said that a 100 percent survival
rate is not unusual for a Tamworth litter. The piglets may be ready for
slaughter in 25030 weeks. A bacon pig, the Tamworth is good for
crossbreeding.

With approximately 1,000 animalsin the United States, the Tamworth
is listed by the American Livestock Breed Conservancy as threatened,
however, due to the fact that they pasture well, the breed is once again
gaining popularity. They are hardy and do well in areas with severe
winters. An excellent grazer, the Tamworth will also graze the forage
that cattle leave behind in the pasture.

Large Black

Originating in Great Britain, the Large Black is also known as the Devon
Pig or the Cornwall Black. A critically endangered heritage breed, the
Large Black is easily identified by its large size, its black coloring and its
black skin. First imported into the United States in the 1920s, more were
imported once again in 1985 when the Large Black population began to
dwindle. By 1960, the breed had become virtually extinct; however, the
Large Black Hog Association isworking to keep that from happening.



Large Black pigs. Photo by Amanda Sater under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

Standards for the Large Black include:
A Must be solid black in color.
A Ears should be large, floppy, and cover the eyes.
A Face and snout should be long and straight.
A Bodies should be long and deep.

Docile, hardy, and easily kept in a well-fenced area (partially due to the
fact that their large, droopy earsii besides offering protection for their
eyes when rootingi also obscure their vision), and are an excellent
choice for pasture-based operations. However, due to their rarity the
Large Black may be difficult to find.

Boars run about 7008800 pounds, while sows go from 6008700
pounds. With long fertility periods and excellent maternal instincts, sows
will average 8910 pigletsin a litter.

Hereford

Originating in the United Sates, the Hereford was created between
192061925 from a cross between the Duroc and Poland China, possibly



with some Chester White or Hampshire. The Hereford has a very unique
color, and resembles Hereford cattle (red and white).

Standards for the Hereford include:
A Two-thirds of the face must be white.
A Two-thirds of the body must be red.

A There should be no white coloring beyond the mid-shoulder area or
over the back.

A No belt (a strip of color that encircles the body like a belt).
A Three white legs.

The Hereford is hardy and docile, with droopy ears and is said to be a
good choice for the beginner.

A meat/ bacon hog, it is listed as being on the American Livestock
Breed Conservancy watch list, with an estimated 2,000 breeding
animals. Boars can reach 800 pounds while sows can reach 600 pounds.
An average litter size is nine piglets, although litters can sometimes go as
high as 13914.

Poland China

Raised for its meat (ham, bacon, sausage, and chops), the Poland China
was first bred in Miami Valley, Ohio in 1816. Although its breed
influences are up for debate, it seems clear that the Poland China stems
from a number of breeds, including the Berkshire and Hampshire. It is
said to be the oldest American breed.

The standards for the Poland China include:

A Black, with six white points (face, feet, and switch). There may be a
splash of white on the body.

A No more than one solid black leg.
A Floppy ears.
A No belt.



A May not have a sandy/ red haired pigment.

A Registry does allow tail docking (removal of most of the tail while
the animal is still small, much like sheep and some breeds of dogs).

In the 1920s and 1930s, efforts were made to introduce the Poland
China into China. The venture met with mixed success, as the pigs were
not adapted to the climate of China, and the Chinese farmers themselves
were more interested in the manure that the animals produced (for use
as fertilizer) than their meat capacity.

Durable, strong, and calm, the Poland China has a big frame and a
long, lean muscular body with large floppy ears.

Boars may run 5500800 pounds while sows may go to 5008650
pounds. A prolific breed, 16017 piglets in a single litter is not
uncommon. However, the sow doesnd usually do well raising big litters.
Due to her size, the sow may sometimes lay on a few of the little onesin
the first few days.

Chester White

Originating in Chester County, Pennsylvania, the Chester White (also
known as the Chester County White) is a Heritage breed that was
developed between 1815 and 1818. It was also known as the Chester
County White.

Standards for the Chester White include:
A The animal must be completely white with a thick, full coat.
A1t must have a dished face, with medium-sized floppy ears.

A versatile and intelligent breed, the Chester White is used in
commercial crossbreeding pork operations. They can gain one pound for
every three pounds of grain they are fed; however, due to their color,
they need shade in the summer. They are also prone to vitamin C
deficiency.

A durable and sound animal, the boars will run 5508800 pounds,
while sows will range from 5000650 pounds. Sows are prone to big



litters, but are said to be excellent mothers. They also make for good
pets!

Hampshire

One of the oldest breeds in America, the Hampshire is the third or
fourth (depending on who you ask) most recorded breed of pig in the
United Sates.

Standards for the Hampshire include:

A Black, with a white belt encircling the body (including both front
feet and legs).

A There can be some white on the snout, provided it doesnd break the
rim.

A When the mouth is closed, any white under the chin must be smaller
than a quarter.

A White coloration is allowed on the rear leg; however, it should not
be above the tuber calcis bone.

A Per the Hampshire Swine Registry Board of Directors, as of July 1,
2014, all sires must be DNA tested for color before any litters can be
recorded.



A Hampshire pig. Photo by Jim Champion under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

The Hampshire has erect ears, good muscles, and rapid growth, although
its growth rate is not quite as fast as many other crossbreeds. They are
good tempered, although some have reported that the boars are
aggressive. | had a very large Hampshire cross breeding boar (he ran
close to the 900081,000 pound mark) and he never showed aggression. In
fact, when he oretiredd he became a pet! The sows are good mothers,
with long breeding lives and an average litter size of nine.

Duroc

An old American breed developed in New England around 1800, the
Duroc is a large-framed, medium-length red animal. Muscular, with
droopy ears that cover their eyes, the modern Duroc is a product of
breeding and crossbreeding, being bred for color, size, and meat quality
since 1860. Although its ancestry is unclear (all we know is that the
original Duroc was a very large pig) it isregardless considered a heritage
breed.
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A young Duroc sow.

Standards for registration include:

A No white feet, and no white spots anywhere (except for end of
snout).

A No black spots over 2 inchesin diameter, and no more than three
spots, regardless of size.

A Clear of ridgeling testicle (cases where the boar has only one
testicle).

A At least six functional udder sections on each side.

The Duroc is a hardy, fast-growing animal, as long as they have a good,
continual, and nutritious diet. They are good in both cold and warm
climates. The sows make for good mothers and produce large litters. The
breed is also popular for crossbreeding use and improving other breeds.
In fact, the Duroc is called a superior genetic source for improved eating

gualities of pork by the National Pork Producers Council Terminal Sre
Line Evaluation.

Yorkshire



The American Yorkshire isthe most recorded swine breed in the United
Sates. Called the Large White in England and Yorkshire just about
anywhere else in the world, they originated in Yorkshire, England in
1761, with the breed first being imported to the United States in 1830.
However, the Yorkshire did not find popularity in the States until the
1940s, due mainly to their slow growth rates. The breed dimprovedd
quickly, however, due to selective breeding.

The modern American Yorkshire is white with long, upright ears. The
animals are muscular with a straight back and lean meat. Found in
nearly every state, the highest concentrations are in Illinois, Indiana,
lowa, Ohio, and Nebraska. It isthe typical market hog and used in many
Cr OSSes.

Standards for Yorkshire registration include:
A At least six teats on each side.

A Completely white hair (any color other than white is grounds for no
registration).

A The animal must be free from debilitating conditions, including:
A Blindness
A Ruptures/ Hernias
A Hermaphroditism
A Cryptorchidism
A Single or abnormal testicles

A There must be virtually no black spots on the skin. Although small
spots may be acceptable, they are not desirable for registration.



Yorkshire pigs.

The Yorkshire is known as the omother breed,6 due to the durable
mother lines which have contributed to the animal® longevity and good-
sized carcass. Litter size averages around 11 piglets per litter.

It should be noted that data on this breed has been maintained with
great diligence, including sow productivity, growth, and back fat
formation. As a result, the Yorkshire is the largest source of documented
performance records (of any livestock) in the world.

Gloucester Old Spot

Also known as Gloucester, Old Spot, Gloucestershire Old Spots, Old
Spoots, or Orchard Pig, the Gloucester Old Spot is listed as critical by
the American Livestock Breed Conservancy. Originating in England, this
breed has only been pedigreed since the early 20th century; however,
the Old Spot has been shown in paintings dating back centuries.

The Gloucester Old Spot iswhite with defined black spots (the registry
specifies that there must be at least one spot to be acceptable).



Other standards include:

A Large ears that almost cover the face, and which hang towards the
snout.

A Straight, strong legs and a long level back.
A Deep sides, with athick, full belly and flank from ribsto ham.

A 14 well-placed teats, straight and silky hair, and no coarseness or
wrinkles on the skin.

A meat, lard, and bacon pig, and excellent for pasture operations, the
Gloucester Old Spot is a docile, intelligent, and prolific breed. Calm,
good-natured, and even tempered, boars run from 5008600 pounds, and
sows range from 4508500 pounds. With wonderful maternal skills, the
sows are excellent mothers, with litter sizes between 688 (many
averaging 10 or more). The boars are seldom dangerous to the piglets
and the piglets can be raised well on pasture. However, due to their pink
skin, there needs to be shade available to prevent sunburn.

A final interesting note, the Gloucester Old Spot is genetically and
characteristically similar to the extinct Cumberland Pig. In the UK,
Gloucester Old Spots are being used in attempts to recreate the
Cumberland.



Gloucester Old Spot. Photo by Ricardo under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

Guinea Hog

Originating in the southern United States, the Guinea Hog (also known
as the Pineywoods Guinea, Guinea Forest Hog, Acorn Eater, and Yard
Pig) was once the most numerous pig found on the southern homesteads.
Unfortunately, the Guinea Hog became rarer as these homesteads
disappeared; they now survive only in isolated areas in the southeast.
With fewer than 200 purebreds known to exist, this once plentiful hog is
now on the critically endangered list at The American Livestock
Conservancy. However, new herds were established in the 1980s and
there are farmers working to bring the breed back from the brink of
extinction.



Guinea Hogs. Photo by Fisherman& Daughter under the Creative Commons Attribution License
2.0.

The exact history of the breed is a bit of a mystery, although it is
thought that the foundation stock came from West Africa and the Canary
Islands, in conjunction with the slave trade in Virginia. They were
documented by Thomas Jefferson as early as 1804. The original strain,
now extinct, had hints of red and was called Red Guineas. In fact, a
Guinea breeder may occasionally find red highlights on piglets andfi on
rare occasionii a completely red piglet. Guinea Hogs will forage for their
food, consuming rodents, small animals, roots, grass, and nuts. In the
past, they were also used to clean out harvested gardens. They were
sometimes kept in the yard to keep the house area safe from snakes, as
they would kill and eat any snakes they found. Most likely, there were
many strains of the Guinea Hog; however, most became extinct.

Said to be a good pig for beginners, the Guinea Hog& physical
description varies. Usually a small, gentle, black or blueish-black breed,



with upright ears, a hairy coat, and a curly tail, the Guinea Hog is
unique to the United States, and suitable for smaller properties. Hardy
and efficient, the Guinea Hog is excellent for ham and bacon (as it has
exceptionally tender meat) as well as lard (having high lard content).

Guinea Hog boars range in size from 2508300 pounds, while the sows
weigh in at around 150 pounds. Their litter size averages between 448
piglets, but have been known to reach as many as 14. The sows are
known to be good, calm mothers who are easy to work with. The boars
may breed as early as 688 months of age, and the sows at 8 months.

Red Wattle

The Red Wattle, so named for their red color and wattles (the fleshy,
hair-covered hanging on each side of the neck) originated in the United
Sates. The Red Wattle actually comesin a variety of shades of red; some
will also have black patches or specks of black, some may have red and
black hair, and some may be almost completely black.

Although their early history is not known, the modern breed descends
from animals from east Texas in the late 1960s and early 1970s. When
settlers began favoring the higher fat content breeds, which were
necessary for soap and lard, the Red Wattles were left to roam the hills
of east Texas. They were extensively hunted, and were thought to be
extinct, until H.C. Wengler came across a small herd in the forest. He
crossbred two Red Wattle sows with Duroc boars, which resulted in the
Wengler Red Wattle line. 20 years later, Robert Prentice came across
another small herd, and developed the Timberline strain of Red Wattles.
He then crossed his Timberlines with Wengler® line to create the Endow
Farm Wattle Hog.



Red Wattle. Photo by Mark Whitby under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

The head and jowl of the Red Wattle is lean, with a slim snout and
upright ears whose tips droop. They have a short body and a dlightly
arched back, with an average weight of 6003800 pounds (although they
can go up to 1200 pounds), and are usually around 4 feet high and 8 feet
long.

The Red Wattle is a hardy animal, known for its foraging, rapid
growth, and lean meat. They have a mild and gentle temperament and
are adaptive to climate. They are excellent for pasture operations and
small scale farming, and are disease resistant. The sows are excellent
mothers and can have 10815 in a litter, with the excellent milk quantity
needed to sustain such a large litter.

In 1999, the American Livestock Breed Conservancy found there were
only 42 breeding animals, with 6 breeders. An association was started
which has maintained the pedigree book for the breed since 2012. The
Red Wattle is also listed by Sow Food USA and Ark of Taste for the
guality and taste of its meat.



Ossabaw Island Hog

The Ossabaw Island Hog is a critically endangered hog, found on
Ossabaw Island off the Georgia coast (near Savannah). They are usually
black, but can be black with white spots or light-colored with black
spots. The adults are quite hairy, with heavy bristles on their head, neck,
and topline. Their snouts are long and dlightly dished, and their heads
and shoulders are heavy (which seem out of proportion to the rest of
their body, but which actually provides them with speed and agility).
Boars will run about 300 pounds while the sows will go to about 200
pounds.

Ossabaw Island Hog. Photo by Cliff under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

The Ossabaw Hogs are descended from the pigs that were brought
over in the 16th century by the Spanish explorers, and which were
released on the island. DNA analysis finds that the pigs originated in the
Canary Islands, which would have been a stop for the Spanish en route
to the New World.

The Ossabaw Island Hog is an unusual and important specimen for
scientific study, largely due to the fact that the animal has been isolated



on an islandfi meaning that the Ossabaw Island Hog is the closest
existing genetic representation of the historic stock brought over by the
Spanish. Also, isolated as they have been, the Ossabaw Island Hog
provides scientists with the opportunity to study a long-term natural
population. The breed is unique in that it has been shaped purely
through natural selection, in a climate that has heat, humidity and (on a
seasonal basis) scarcity of food. As a result, these animals can store an
amazing amount of body fat to survive the lean times.

The Ossabaw Island Hog is an excellent breed for sustainable or
pastured pork production. Unfortunately, it has been discovered that
those animals who reside on the mainland have lost some of the
adaptations that make this breed so unique. Sadly, those unique and
special animals left on the island are in danger of eradication: despite
Ossabaw Island being their home for over 500 years, they are now
considered invasive and destructive.

Choctaw

The Choctaw is another descendant from the hogs brought over by the
Spanish, dating back to the 16th century. They share two distinctive
characteristics with their Spanish ancestors: the wattles on each side of
their necks, and fused toes that form a single, mule-like hoof. An
American breed labeled as high prioritydcritical by the American
Livestock Breed Conservancy, today® Choctaw has changed little in
appearance in over 150 years.

The Choctaw were used by the Native Americans, European settlers,
and in the southeastern United States for over 300 years. In fact, they
were said to have accompanied the Native Americans on the infamous
Trail of Tears. Today, however, there are only a few hundred left, with
most of the herd residing on the Choctaw Nation reservation in
Oklahoma.

The Choctaw is built for survival, being quick and agile with heavy
forequarters. They forage on berries, acorns, invertebrates, vegetables,
and roots, and are still allowed to roam free by the Choctaw tribe. They
are, however, periodically rounded up, sorted, and earmarked (usually
with the help of the Catahoula Leopard dog, another animal of probable



Spanish origin).

Originally raised for meat and lard, boars will run 2500300 pounds,
with sows ranging between 1508200 pounds. Litter sizes are six or more.
They are black, with concessional white markings and ears that may be
either erect or with a slight droop. They are smart, hardy, and very self-
sufficient; however, it is said that when kept in confinement, the
Choctaw can become quite tame.

Piney Rooter

Only found in the United Sates, the Piney Rooter (also known as the
Razorback or Woods hog) trace their ancestry back to early domesticated
hogsfi descended from those free rangers who would run off or left
behind (as when some moved, they would just leave the pigs behind)
and were never seen again. These animals in turn adapted and turned
feralii which of course resulted in feral offspring.

Usually black, brown, or a combination of the two, the Piney Rooter
are hardy and have dark skin, although they have a slower weight gain
than their domestic counterparts. While far from a popular choice (and
not particularly well-suited to a first-time backyard farmer) there are
some small farmers who do raise these pigs. However, these are wild
pigs, and should not be considered for first-time farmers.
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CHAPTER 3

HOUSING

consideration when selecting housing for your pigs. How many

animals will you have? Will they be pastured or penned? What
will they be used for? (Breeders will need more room than those being
raised strictly for meat.) What is your climate like? Can you give them
easy access to food and water in the pen area? (Thisis a must, as hungry
pigs will soon become escapees.) This chapter will seek to cover the
basics of providing adequate space and living areas for your pigs, while
keeping them warm, safe, and dry.

Q s with any livestock, there are things that you need to take into

Planning Your PigsbHousing

If you are raising only a few animals for meat, you may be tempted to
build a small house and a small pen to keep things easier. However, keep
in mind that the smaller the space you give your pigs, the more work
you will have in the endii the more confined your animals are, the more
labor intensive clean-up will be.

Space-wise, the more space you can give your animals, the better.
Ideally, a fully mature pig should have 48850 square feet of shed
space, provided they also have an adjacent outdoor area where they can
exercise and lounge. If they do not have an outdoor area, youde looking
at around 100 square foot of space needed per mature pig.

If you do have the space for an outdoor area, this space should be at



least 200 square feet in size (400 square feet if your pigs are breeders).
Think of this space as giving your animals something like an exercise
yard.

How is the drainage on the property? If you have multiple spaces to
select from, you will want to pick the site with the best drainage. We
will discuss this further on in this chapter; however, the better the
drainage in the pen/pasture area, the more animals you can
accommodate.

If you are pasturing, some say you should be able to run up to 10
animals per acre of good pasture, provided you are practicing rotational
grazing (moving animals into another, unused part of the pasture when
it has been eaten down, so that the area they were feeding in has a
chance to recover and regrow before being put back into use), and
giving supplemental foods. In other words, pigs do not survive on
pasture/ foraging alone (see Chapter 4 for more details on feeding your

pigs).

Others will tell you to look at your soil type, and allow 100 square
feet minimum per animal (if your soil is sandy and well drained), or
20008250 square feet per animal if the soil is clay (which is not a good
drainage soil). If you have the space, some even recommend as much as
800 sguare feet per animal! Again, the more you can give them, the
happier everyone will be.

However, these numbers should not be looked at as set standards,
there are other things to look at, such as drainage or how good the
pasture area is. Not to mention that all of this may change from year to
year. A year that istoo wet or too dry could affect how you will pasture
that year and how many animals you will be able to handle per pasture.



Basically, while you can till plan this out as carefully as possible, if
Mother Nature has other plans, you will need to adapt!

One thing to keep in mind when deciding on location and how many
animals to put into one area is that for large animals (like the pig) that
have very small feet, their feet have to hold a lot of weight over a small
area. As aresult, if there are too many animals in too small of a space or
in an area of bad drainage, you can wind up with one gigantic mud hole.
And while your pigs may like the occasional mud roll to cool off and
protect them from heat and sun, it is not healthy for them if their entire
pen is muddy.
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Photo by Orange Aurochs under the Creative Commons Attribution License 2.0.

Sheds

Although your pigs may prefer to sleep outdoors in warm weather, you
will still need some sort of shed for them. But while you might think



that youdl need a huge building for such big animals, the truth is that
you really dond. Pigs tend to sleep quite close to each other, so they
dond take up as much space as you might suppose. The biggest thing to
pay attention to isthat your shed doesnd get a wet, muddy floor (as this
can chill your animal), and that you have good ventilation, a good roof,
good drainage, and good bedding.

It also helps if the shed has a floor. This will help keep your animals
dry, even if you end up having some problems with drainage. And, as
pigs do not like wet beds, a floor will make them very happy while
helping to keep them warm. The floor should be non-slip, which is easy
to accomplishfi simply attach batons across the floor to give the pigs
grip.

When contemplating where to put the shed for your pigs, remember
that strategic placement of the shed (along with strategic plantings when
and if necessary) will help in two important ways: temperature control
and climate control. Select a location that will give the maximum
protection from heat, snow, and winds (a sheltered, shady area is good).
Make sure that your pigs have shade that they can go to outside of the
shed so that they can cool off.

Remember, if you are in an area where there are winters, any shade
trees will lose their leaves, allowing the sun to reach the sheds during
that time of the year. In addition, look for a spot where you can take
advantage of cool winds in the summer, but which can be easily
protected in the winter. | used to add a heavy flap to the door in the
winter, and found that to work quite well.

Another consideration when positioning the shed and yard isto try to



place it far enough away from your house to avoid any odors, both from
the pen and from wherever you decide to dispose of the dirty bedding
(which is excellent for compost!). Another very important issue is
drainage. Do not allow drainage from the pensto run into rivers, ponds,
streams, or around your well, asit can lead to contamination.

Shed Bedding

It is also very important that you keep your shed clean as well as dry, as
this will affect not only your pig& health, but its performance as well.
For bedding, some will say to use hay (as opposed to straw), as using
straw bedding risks eye infections (if there are seed hulls in the straw).
Not to mention that, should the pigs want to snack, they can eat the hay
you lay down for them. That being said, | used straw for bedding for
years, not only with my pigs (and their litters) but with my goats as
well, and never ran into any problems. | found that the straw kept the
animals warmer and drier; however, this decision is totally up to you, as
either will work. And dond@ worry about the pigs defecating in their
shed: pigs will usually not go to the bathroom in their house or bedding.

When | put straw in, | put lots of it in (especially in the winter). My
pigs loved to burrow right down into the straw during the cold weather.
Back when my breeders were smaller, sometimes | wouldnd even be able
to see themi they@ burrowed in so deep. But it kept them warm, even
in below freezing and sub-zero temperatures. Not to mention it was
much safer than using heat or brooding lamps. (My shed also had a low
ceilingii although not so low that the pigs couldnd@ stand comfortablyfi
which 16n sure helped to keep the heat in.)

Ventilation

The shed should have good ventilation; at the same time, youdl need to
watch out for drafts. Some will insulate their roof and walls to prevent
drafts; | just made sure that there were no spotsin the walls where drafts
would be a problem. Look for any cracks or holesin the walls, any open
seams € anything that could allow cold air drafts to seep in. Bales of



straw piles around the outside of the building, especially at a wall that
gets hit hard with wind, will help as well. If you are building the shed
yourself, leaving openings under the eaves of the shed roof will also help
with ventilation.

Remember that pigs can tolerate low temperatures, so long asthey are
not exposed to drafts. That said, this can also depend on the age of your
animals. Very young and very old pigs (although old pigs tend to be
pets, and are likely kept indoors) will need extra heat. If you see your
pigs, regardless of age, huddling in a pile, or if your animals are
shivering or eating more than usual, then they are too cold and need
more bedding, and possibly even a brooding lamp (if the weather is
really bad). Make sure that the brooding lamp is kept a safe distance
away from the bedding, be it hay or straw, and the curiosity of the pigs
so that a fire doesnd start.

On the flip side, if your pigs are avoiding bodily contact with each
other, eating less, are going to the bathroom in areas that are usually
clean or you see them panting, then they are too warm and you need to
find them an area where they can cool down.

Types of Housing

When deciding on housing, there are many options available for your
pigs. Some options may be better than others: for example, a wooden
shed would be better than a metal shed, as without insulation, a metal
shed can be cold in the winter and hot in the summer. Even certain
plastic ones will work; when it comes right down to it, the choice is
yours. Look at your budget, your available space and your size needs.
Sudy what is out there and purchase what is best for you. If you cand
find what you want, pig sheds are easy to build, so keep that option in
mind, as well.

If you already have a large barn available and are thinking about
keeping your pigs contained there, you might want to think about that a
bit more. Although keeping your animals contained sounds easier for
you and safer for the animals, that® not always the case. Keeping your
pigs in the barn all the time is very labor-intensive, and you will have a
lot of cleaning to do on a daily basis. While having a pig yard will not



eliminate cleaning, a nice big yard means you will have to clean less.
And, if you pasture, the manure will simply eventually work its way into
the ground. Your pigs also need fresh air to keep them healthy, and
keeping them in a closed building will not provide them with the fresh
air and ventilation that they want and need.

Although there are many so-called pig houses on the market, feel free
to look at other alternatives. Some owners will purchase commercially-
made wooden sheds/ mini-barns and make modifications themselves,
such as removing the lower panel of one door so that the pigs can go in
and out easily without the need to keep those big doors open. Others
will replace a bit of the roof with a clear panel, to allow the sun to beat
into the shed during the winter. (This could be quite warm in the
summer, however, so you may want to cover it in the winter if shade
trees wond suffice.) Most mini-barns and sheds do have floors; however,
if they dond, a floor is easy to install.
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A mini-barn can be a great option for housing your pigs. Photo by GemTecl under the Creative
Commons Attribution License 2.0.

Another option is a porta-hut. Metal porta-huts are metal buildings
with a rounded top, and while they are used for pigs, if not insulated
they can be hot in the summer and cold in the winter. Therefore, porta-
huts need to be in spots that stay dry; in fact, they do best on a platform
(your pigs will appreciate their oporcho as well!) If you are in an area
with snow, however, their rounded roof will help shed snow.

Calf hutchesi those large, plastic-like sheds made for calvesii may be
used as well. With lots of straw or hay, and a heavy covering over the
door, these little sheds can stay pretty warm. However, summer heat can
play havoc with their internal temperatures, as the built-in vents are not
always all that good. As a result, calf hutches work best in shaded areas
during the summer. These sheds are durable and come in a variety of
sizes; however, you may need to add a floor.

If you have an old greenhouse on the property that you no longer
use, you may want to try to incorporate it into your pig& set-up.
Although they would be too hot to use for summer housing, they can be



a comfy, cozy resting spot on a cold, sunny winter& day.

Building Your Own Pig Shed

Building your own shed is another optionfi one that is easier than
you think. For the years that | had my pigs, they lived in a shed
that | built, with an associated yard. | knew that it had to be big
enough for my two adult breeders and one litter per year (which
averaged about 10 piglets per litter). It was basically three two-
thirds sided, with the fourth wall having the door& opening. In the
winter, | would put a heavy flap over the door, such as a heavy
tarp or rug (in the summer it was left open). | also had a window in
the back which again was open in the summer and covered in the
winter using a heavy, clear plastic. This allowed daylight to come
into the shed, but was positioned so that in the summer, the pigs
were not bombarded with the hot sun. The shed was about 20 feet
in length and 10 feet front to back. The front of the shed was about
5 feet high and about 4 feet in the back with a metal roof. This
slanted roof helped to shed snow and made snow removal easier. It
also kept the rain from running into their doorway. Although |
could not stand in the building, my adult pigs were comfortable
and cleaning was still easy.

Your pigsd shed can be almost any shape or size, as long as you
remember to give them enough space, prevent drafts, and allow for good
placement and ventilation. They can be ready-made purchased or
homemade, as fancy or as simple as you want (although, given how
destructive pigs can be, you will probably want to keep it ssmple). Have
some fun designing it, but keep it simple, practical and most important,
safe for your pigs. (Some links for shed plans can be found in the
Resources section.)



Fencing

Without proper fencing, you will be spending a lot of time rounding
your pigs up from their adventures in the outside world. Dond let those
bodies fool youfi pigs are faster than you think and those little ones can
squeeze through some pretty tight spotsl Meanwhile, the older, larger
pigs will work those same spots until they can get themselves through,
one way or another!

When trying to decide on the proper fence, the strength and height of
it will usually depend on what type or breed of pig you are keeping. All
pigs, once they are grown, are strong, so your fence will need to be able
to deal with the physical strength of your animals. If your fence is too
weak, a pig can knock it right over simply by leaning on it. Too loose,
and they will figure out how to get under it. If the wires are too thin, a
large pig could pull on it until it breaks, or else just rip it apart and go
through it. Too low, and a pig will jump the fence. | actually watched
my full-grown boar jump and clear a temporary fence. He was huge, so |
wasnd expecting it. From then on, fences doubled in height at my place.

So, how do you fence in an animal that is strong, fast, and can be
difficult to contain? The answer is, you train them to a fence, starting as
young as possible. But before that, you must decide what kind of fence
you want.

The easiest way to fence in pigsisthrough the use of hog panels. Sold
in 16 foot lengths, and anywhere from 34050 inches high, these are very
rigid, metal fence panels which can support the weight of a pig without
buckling. The fence panel has larger space openings in the top section,
with smaller openings at the bottom, to keep the piglets from going
through. The panels may be attached to either fence posts or metal t-
posts to form the yard. As long as there is good drainage, these panels
will work well. The one drawback of the hog panel is cost; if you are
fencing in a large area, the panels can become expensive, in which case
you may want to look at wire or field fencing.

Wire or field fencing comes in a variety of heights, gauges, and
opening sizes. For use with feeder pigs, 32 or 39 should be sufficient.
Although, from my own experience | would recommend the higher
numbers, especially if you are keeping breeders (or even farm pigs as
pets). The gauge of the wire should be thick enough to withstand the



