




The Com plete Beginner‒s G uide to
Raising Sm all Anim als

Everything You Need to Know About
Raising Cows, Sheep, Chickens,

Ducks, Rabbits, and M ore
By Carlotta Cooper



THE CO M PLETE BEG INNER‒S G UIDE TO  RAISING  SM ALL ANIM ALS: EVERYTHING  YO U
NEED TO  KNO W  ABO UT RAISING  CO W S, SHEEP, CHICKENS, DUCKS, RABBITS, AND
M O RE

Copyright ̈  2012 Atlantic Publishing G roup, Inc.
1405 SW  6th Avenue ‛ O cala, Florida 34471
Phone 800-814-1132 ‛ Fax 352-622-1875
W eb site: www.atlantic-pub.com  ‛ E-m ail: sales@ atlantic-pub.com
SAN Num ber: 268-1250

No part of this publication m ay be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system , or transm itted in any
form  or by any m eans, electronic, m echanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise,
except as perm itted under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without
the prior written perm ission of the Publisher. Requests to the Publisher for perm ission should be
sent to Atlantic Publishing G roup, Inc., 1405 SW  6th Avenue, O cala, Florida 34471.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Cooper, Carlotta, 1962‍
The com plete beginner‒s guide to raising sm all anim als : everything you need to know about
raising cows, sheep, chickens, ducks, rabbits, and m ore / by: Carlotta Cooper.
p. cm .
ISBN-13: 978-1-60138-376-1 (alk. paper)
ISBN-10: 1-60138-376-2 (alk. paper)
1. Sm all anim al culture. 2. Dom estic anim als. 3. Livestock. I. Title.
SF65.2.C66 2011
636--dc23

2011025762
LIM IT O F LIABILITY/DISCLAIM ER O F W ARRANTY: The publisher and the author m ake no
representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or com pleteness of the contents of this
work and specifically disclaim  all warranties, including without lim itation warranties of fitness for a
particular purpose. No warranty m ay be created or extended by sales or prom otional m aterials.
The advice and strategies contained herein m ay not be suitable for every situation. This work is
sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or
other professional services. If professional assistance is required, the services of a com petent
professional should be sought. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for dam ages
arising herefrom . The fact that an organization or W eb site is referred to in this work as a citation
and/or a potential source of further inform ation does not m ean that the author or the publisher
endorses the inform ation the organization or W eb site m ay provide or recom m endations it m ay
m ake. Further, readers should be aware that Internet W eb sites listed in this work m ay have
changed or disappeared between when this work was written and when it is read.

TRADEM ARK DISCLAIM ER: All tradem arks, trade nam es, or logos m entioned or used are the
property of their respective owners and are used only to directly describe the products being
provided. Every effort has been m ade to properly capitalize, punctuate, identify, and attribute
tradem arks and trade nam es to their respective owners, including the use of ¬  and ₧  wherever
possible and practical. Atlantic Publishing G roup, Inc. is not a partner, affiliate, or licensee with the
holders of said tradem arks.



A  few  years back w e lost our beloved pet dog B ear, w ho w as not only our best and dearest friend but also
the ―V ice President of Sunshine‖ here at A tlantic Publishing. H e did not receive a salary but w orked
tirelessly 24 hours a day to please his parents.

B ear w as a rescue dog w ho turned around and show ered m yself, m y w ife, Sherri, his grandparents Jean,
B ob, and N ancy, and every person and anim al he m et (w ell, m aybe not rabbits) w ith friendship and love. H e
m ade a lot of people sm ile every day.

W e w anted you to know  a portion of the profits of this book w ill be donated in B ear‒s m em ory to local
anim al shelters, parks, conservation organizations, and other individuals and nonprofit organizations in need
of assistance.

‌ D ouglas and Sherri B row n PS: W e have since adopted tw o m ore rescue dogs: first Scout, and the
follow ing year, G inger. They w ere both m ixed golden retrievers w ho needed a hom e.
W ant to help anim als and the w orld? H ere are a dozen easy suggestions you and your fam ily can im plem ent
today:

A dopt and rescue a pet from  a local shelter.

Support local and no-kill anim al shelters.

Plant a tree to honor som eone you love.

B e a developer ‍  put up som e birdhouses.

B uy live, potted C hristm as trees and replant them .

M ake sure you spend tim e w ith your anim als each day.

Save natural resources by recycling and buying recycled products.

D rink tap w ater, or filter your ow n w ater at hom e.

W henever possible, lim it your use of or do not use pesticides.

If you eat seafood, m ake sustainable choices.

Support your local farm ers m arket.

G et outside. V isit a park, volunteer, w alk your dog, or ride your bike.

Five years ago, A tlantic Publishing signed the G reen Press Initiative. These guidelines prom ote
environm entally friendly practices, such as using recycled stock and vegetable-based inks, avoiding w aste,
choosing energy-efficient resources, and prom oting a no-pulping policy. W e now  use 100-percent recycled
stock on all our books. The results: in one year, sw itching to post-consum er recycled stock saved 24 m ature
trees, 5,000 gallons of w ater, the equivalent of the total energy used for one hom e in a year, and the
equivalent of the greenhouse gases from  one car driven for a year.
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Introduction

B y m ost estim ates, the concept of hum an civilization really begins w hen people
transitioned from  a nom adic hunter-gatherer lifestyle to that of a m ore settled
w ay of living in one place. This w as m ade possible by the grow th of crops and
the dom estication of m any of the anim als w e still use on farm s today. Early
agriculture and the dom estication of anim als are dated to around 10,000 to
12,000 years ago in M esopotam ia, part of the ―Fertile C rescent‖ of the M iddle
East. The agricultural w ay of life and the dom estication of anim als soon spread
to Egypt and India. A griculture and the dom estication of anim als are believed to
have developed independently at sim ilar tim es in parts of C hina, A frica, and
places on the A m erican continent. Early crops included w heat, barley, and rice in
different places.

The first anim al dom esticated w as probably the dog because it w as useful as a
hunting com panion, a livestock guardian, and a protector, am ong other things,
but other anim als soon follow ed. W ith hum ans living in settlem ents, it becam e
possible to keep herds of anim als or contain them  in pens. H um ans w ere able to
begin practicing selective breeding in order to develop anim als that w ere m ost
helpful to them . A  w ide range of anim al traits w as possible, depending on w here
people lived and w hat specialties they required. For instance, they could breed
larger versions of cow s so they w ould have m ore m eat or breed sheep w ith m ore
w ool so they w ould have m ore fiber to spin and sell.

The developm ent of agriculture and the dom estication of anim als w ere key to
developing hum an econom ies because people w ere able to trade or barter for
anim als or the products produced from  them . M ilk, m eat, cheese, w ool, and
other staples com m only w ere bought and sold at m arkets. Vegetables and grain
crops also could be sold. A griculture required people to create new  inventions
such as the plow  to m ake w orking easier and m ore productive. Farm ing and



agriculture are even m ore im portant today than they w ere thousands of years
ago, and our dom estic farm  anim als still play a vital role in producing the food
and products w e need. The agricultural revolution that began som e 12,000 years
ago, w hich included raising dom estic farm  anim als, lasted for thousands of
years, and it continues today as farm ers study genetics, chem istry, and the
environm ent and look for new  solutions to feed the w orld.

Types of Anim als Covered in This Book
In The C om plete Beginner‒s G uide To Raising Sm all Anim als, w e w ill cover all
of the anim als you m ight be interested in raising on a farm , from  keeping a few
rabbits or chickens to taking on som e cattle to raise for their m eat or m ilk. It is
possible to keep som e of these anim als in your backyard as long as your local
zoning and law s allow  you to do so. H ow ever, som e of the anim als w ill be too
large and require too m uch pasture to live in a suburban setting. It is best to
consider how  m uch room  anim als require and the other things they need before
you start your venture.

W e w ill cover in detail rabbits, chickens, ducks and geese, pigs, goats, sheep,
and cattle. Som e of these anim als have m ultiple uses such as producing m ilk,
m eat, and fiber. A ll of them  can be eaten for m eat, and their m eat can be sold for
profit, although there is a bigger dem and for som e kinds of m eat than others. For
instance, there m ay not be a big dem and if you intend to sell geese for their m eat
because goose is not com m only served in the U .S. H ow ever, you m ay be able to
find a niche m arket for your geese.

Som e of these anim als produce eggs. C hicken eggs can be sold to bring in
additional incom e, but there m ight not be m uch dem and for duck and especially
geese eggs because of their large size. These eggs have a different flavor from
chicken eggs and few  recipes that call for them . A gain, these are things to
consider before you purchase your anim als.

Several anim als also produce m ilk: goats, sheep, and cow s. W e w ill discuss
m ilking your anim als and selling their m ilk. Selling raw  m ilk is a hot button
issue in m any areas, and w e w ill go into this issue. You also can m ake other
dairy products from  the m ilk, such as cheese, yogurt, ice cream , and even soap



from  goat‒s m ilk.

G oats and sheep can provide fiber, especially if you choose breeds that produce
desirable fibers for w ool. You w ill need to learn to shear your anim als and find
outlets to sell the m aterial.

W e w ill cover these topics in this book to help you select your anim als w isely
and know  w hat to do w ith them  after you bring them  hom e.

A Few  Things to Expect W hen Starting
O ut
W hen you are first starting out, you can expect to m ake som e m istakes.
Everyone does. You m ay get too m any anim als or w ish you had bought m ore.
You m ay not like the breed you start w ith. You m ay hate your housing. Your
anim als m ay laugh at your fences. There likely w ill be a few  things you w ill
w ish to change or im prove after you start, and that is perfectly norm al. It is part
of farm ing to m ake changes from  season to season or year to year. The im portant
thing is for you to learn and grow  from  everything you do w ith your anim als.
You m ay consider som ething a m istake but w hat you are really gaining is
valuable farm ing experience. There is no farm er anyw here w ho has not m ade
m istakes. That is how  w e learn and how  experience is gained.

W arnings About Raising Sm all Anim als
If this is your first encounter w ith farm  anim als, you m ight be in for som e
surprises. A nim als are not usually the w ay they are portrayed in film s. You m ay
not even get a good idea about them  from  books or other sources. There is no
substitute for real, hands-on w ork w ith anim als. W hether you think anim als are
cute, or you see them  as a w ay to supplem ent your incom e, they are real, living,
breathing creatures, just like people. This is not to say they are the sam e as
hum ans ‍  they are not ‍  but each one is different. They have likes and
dislikes. They do interesting things. There is usually a reason w hy an anim al
does som ething. In order to understand w hy anim als do things, you need to
consider things from  the anim al‒s point of view .



It is a m istake to assum e your anim als see things or feel things the sam e w ay that
hum ans do. C attle see the w orld in cattle term s. R abbits see the w orld in rabbit
term s. There is nothing w rong w ith that. You should alw ays treat your anim als
w ith respect and dignity. Treat them  w ell, but rem em ber that they are anim als
and not people. Thinking of the anim als as though they are hum an is only likely
to confuse them  and m ake them  unhappy.

N o m atter how  w ell you treat your anim als, there alw ays w ill be som e people
and som e groups w ho w ill try to find fault w ith you and w ith anim al agriculture
in general. Treat your anim als w ell. Follow  the law s as they apply to you, and
your anim als and you can go to bed at night w ith a clear conscience.

Benefits of Raising Sm all Anim als
There are m any benefits of raising sm all anim als. There are the obvious financial
benefits than can com e from  raising anim als for profit, w hether you are raising
them  for m eat, m ilk, or fiber production. There is the also great benefit that
com es from  being able to raise your ow n anim als for personal consum ption and
know ing exactly w here your m eat and m ilk com e from  and how  they w ere
produced. Living a life w ith anim als can be deeply satisfying. M ost people today
do not know  the joy that com es from  assisting an anim al to bring a new born into
the w orld. They do not know  the pleasure that com es from  w atching young
anim als grow  and m ature w hile know ing you m ay have their parents and even
grandparents living w ith you. You know  that these young anim als are the link to
the next generation. There is a deep sense of continuity that com es from  raising
generations of anim als. You can feel connected to the anim als and to the land in
a w ay that m ost people have forgotten. You know  w here food com es from . You
have w orked to produce it. You can be grateful to the anim als. These are
im portant things to know  and to appreciate. That is one of the m ost im portant
benefits that com es from  raising anim als. It is good for your soul. It m akes you a
better person.

Table of C ontents





C hapter 1: R aising Sm all A nim als 101

W hether you intend to have a few  chickens in your backyard or you are thinking
of opening a dairy farm , there are som e basic things to know  about raising
anim als. You need to be prepared before you go out and buy any.

About Sm all Anim als
N o m atter w hat kind of anim al interests you, all anim als require shelter,
containm ent, and feed. W ithout these basics, your anim als w ill be in trouble.
Take tim e to m ake sure you have these requirem ents in place before bringing
hom e any anim als. This book describes housing, pens and fences, and feeding
for all of the anim als, so do your hom ew ork before you start.

You w ill need to know  the law s as they apply to keeping anim als in your
situation. Law s vary w idely by location and by anim al. You w ill find som e law s
described in this book for each anim al but law s change rapidly, especially at the
local level. For exam ple, a tow n council can m eet in just tw o or three sessions
and change the law  about w hether you can keep chickens in your tow n. You w ill
need to check carefully to m ake sure you are able to keep the kind of anim als
you are considering w here you live.

Talk to your neighbors. This is a key piece of advice that can spare you a lot of
trouble later. A lthough you m ay find your honking geese fascinating or think
that your pigs are adorable, your neighbors m ay not share your view s. Even if
your neighbors are norm ally anim al lovers, they m ay change their m ind if there
is a m anure pile w ithin sight of their front door or runoff from  your farm  into
their stream . Take tim e to talk to them , and go over your plans. W ork out any
difficulties before you bring anim als to your property. You m ay w ant to offer
your neighbors som ething to m ake them  m ore agreeable to your plans such as a
share of your m eat, a supply of eggs, or cheese that you plan to m ake. C onsider
your neighbors w hen you lay out your pens and buildings so they w ill not be
subject to runoff or things that are too unsightly.



Raising Sm all Anim als as Pets
R aising anim als as pets can be fun for you and for your entire fam ily. You do not
need to m ake a large investm ent or buy a lot of anim als. In m ost cases, you
sim ply need a breeding pair. In som e cases, you only need a young fem ale
anim al, and you can contract for stud service. R abbits, chickens, ducks, and even
pigs and goats often are kept as pets. Pigs and goats have pygm y varieties, if you
are interested in keeping a sm aller version of these anim als.

You w ill need to care for anim als as pets in m uch the sam e w ay that you w ould
care for them  if they w ere being raised for consum ption. They have the sam e
requirem ents of shelter, containm ent, and feed. H ow ever, in som e cases, people
prefer to keep pets indoors at least part of the tim e. R abbits often are allow ed
free run of the hom e, or they are caged indoors. There are diapers for chickens
kept indoors. Pigs are highly intelligent and can be house trained as easily as
dogs.

You w ill need to socialize your anim als and teach them  som e m anners anim als
kept for consum ption do not usually learn. ―M anners‖ m ay m ean som e house
training lessons and social training that w ill result in them  allow ing you to pick
them  up and pet them , eating and drinking from  their ow n special dishes,
sleeping in an area set aside for them  in the house or yard, and so on. They also
w ill need to learn to get along w ith, or be protected from , other household pets,
such as dogs and cats. R abbits, chickens, and ducks w ill be at particular risk
from  cats and dogs, so they should be raised w ith other pets starting w hen the
other anim als are young so there is less chance of them  being injured.

M any of these anim als can be taught to w alk on a leash and learn other
com m ands. Even chickens can be trained.

Raising Sm all Anim als for Profit
Space and budget considerations are usually im portant if you are considering
raising anim als for profit. You w ill need to know  how  m uch room  you have so
you can know  how  m any anim als you can keep. This w ill affect all of the other
decisions you m ake, such as w hat breed you get and how  you raise the anim als.



W ill you buy young anim als and raise them  to m aturity? W ill you buy several
adults and breed them ? O nce you know  how  m uch space you have, you can start
m aking your decisions.

R aising anim als for profit usually involves a financial investm ent beyond buying
the anim als. You w ill need housing for them  and fencing or pens; you w ill need
to arrange for feed or good pasture; and you m ay need to purchase or rent tools
so you can put up housing or fencing. Planning is im portant. You need to keep
track of expenditures because you w ill be trying to produce enough m eat, m ilk,
and/or fiber to cover your expenses. You m ay not break even in the beginning. If
you are operating your farm  as a business, talk to an accountant about how  to
m ake these investm ents in farm  equipm ent w ork for you on your taxes.

If you are raising anim als for profit, you do need to report your incom e to the
governm ent. Even if you operate at a loss, you need to file your taxes. There is a
special tax form  for people engaged in farm ing. G et Publication 225 from  the
IR S for m ore detailed inform ation: w w w .irs.gov/publications/p225/ar01.htm l.
It is a good idea to talk to an accountant about reporting your taxes as a farm er,
especially if you have not filled out this kind of form  before. W ithout
professional assistance, you m ight m iss deductions.

Raising Sm all Anim als for Personal Use
R aising anim als for personal use is becom ing increasingly popular in the U .S. as
m ore and m ore people becom e concerned about their health and the source of
their food. They m ay w ant to have fresh eggs from  their ow n chickens. They
m ay w ant to have their ow n m eat from  anim als carefully raised under conditions
they can control and fed the w ay they w ant the anim als to be fed. W hen you
raise your ow n anim als, you know  w ith a great degree of certainty w hat the
anim al eats and how  the anim al is treated. You know  the anim al has not been fed
antibiotics or grow th horm ones you m ay find objectionable. R aising your ow n
anim als for personal use can provide you w ith peace of m ind as w ell as healthy
food.

W hen you raise anim als for your personal use, you also can have the pleasure of
spending tim e w ith them . M any people enjoy farm ing on this sm all scale.



Perhaps you w ant to keep a few  anim als to find out if you w ould like to becom e
m ore deeply involved in farm ing. O r perhaps you are content to have just a few
anim als and raise them  for your ow n table. You can sell or barter extra m eat,
eggs, or m ilk if you have m ore than you can use. If you are raising anim als for
their m eat, it helps to have a large freezer so you can freeze m eat for the m onths
ahead w hen you m ight not have any anim als to harvest.

M ost people w ho raise anim als genuinely like the anim als, so it can be hard to
reconcile yourself to the know ledge you w ill be harvesting som e of them  for
m eat. It is easy to becom e attached to pigs, beef cattle, and other anim als usually
sent to the butcher, and it can be hard to say goodbye. H ow ever, anim als such as
cattle, pigs, and sheep w ere dom esticated to be raised as a source of food for
hum ans. R em em ber that m uch of the w orld‒s food supply depends on harvesting
anim als, and it is norm al to use these anim als for m eat. M ost people discover the
advantages of raising their ow n anim als far outw eigh the sadness of sending
their anim als to the butcher.

If you are raising chickens for eggs, or cow s, goats, or even sheep for m ilk or
other dairy products, your job w ill be different. C ollecting eggs and m ilking
anim als on a daily basis often w ill require m ore daily w ork than is needed w ith
anim als being raised for m eat. M eat anim als often can be pasture raised or only
m inim ally supplem ented w ith grain. They do not need m uch daily tending
beyond m aking sure they have food and w ater and that m anure is picked up.
A nim als that produce eggs or m ilk and other dairy products, how ever, w ill need
daily attention if you plan to keep things running sm oothly.

R aising anim als for personal use is a w onderful w ay to find out if farm ing is
som ething you w ould like to pursue. You can learn a great deal about farm ing
from  this approach, as w ell as enjoy excellent m eat, eggs, and dairy products,
not to m ention being able to produce your ow n w ool from  sheep and goats. You
can start w ith just one or tw o anim als and see how  you like it. W ho know s? You
m ay end up farm ing for the rest of your life.
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C hapter 2: R abbits

RABBIT G LO SSARY
Buck: An adult m ale rabbit
Coprophagia: An act in which an anim al eats its own fecal m atter.
Rabbits need to do this to acquire needed nutrients.
Doe: An adult fem ale rabbit
Fryer: A young rabbit about 8 to 12 weeks old and 4 »  pounds that
is ready to be butchered
Kindle (kindling): Term  used to for rabbits giving birth
Kit: A newborn or very young rabbit
Nest box: A box used to give a doe privacy and security when she
gives birth
Pelt: The skin of an anim al with the hair or fur still attached

R aising rabbits can be a fun w ay to introduce m am m als to a sm all-scale farm . A s
m ost people know , rabbits can m ultiply quickly, but as w ith any anim al,
im proper m anagem ent can lead to loss due to sick anim als, predation, and poor
reproductive perform ance. Starting out w ith a sm all colony can expose you to
the day-to-day m anagem ent of rabbits to see if you really do have the stick-to-it
attitude needed for rabbit production.

History of Rabbits and People
The dom estic rabbits w e have today are all descendants of the w ild European
rabbit. The w ild European rabbit (O ryctolagus) began developing som e 6.5
m illion years ago and developed in Europe‒s Iberian Peninsula. B y 12,000 years
ago, hum ans w ere hunting rabbits as a source of food. The Phoenicians referred
to rabbits in the Iberian Peninsula about 1000 B C . R abbit dom estication is said
to have begun at this tim e.

R abbits w ere raised in ancient R om e for m eat and pelts. The R om ans also are



thought to have selectively bred an A ngora rabbit for its long hair to be used for
yarn. D uring the M iddle A ges, French m onks practiced selective breeding in
rabbits to m axim ize the desirable traits such as size and coat color. R abbit pelts
and m eat w ere a valuable food and clothing source in m onasteries. From  this
start, different breeds w ere developed slow ly until the 18th and 19th centuries,
w hen breed developm ent took off to the point that there are currently m ore than
100 breeds of rabbits w orldw ide.

The European w ild rabbit is the only species of rabbit that has been
dom esticated. In som e parts of the w orld, the European w ild rabbit is still a pest.
Tw enty-four such rabbits introduced into A ustralia in 1859 grew  to 600 m illion
rabbits in the course of a century and becam e destructive pests in the country. A ll
breeds of rabbits kept today as pets, raised for fur, and kept for m eat are the
result of careful selective breeding of the European w ild rabbit.

D om esticated rabbits are typically m uch larger than the original European w ild
rabbit. The European w ild rabbit is usually a sm all anim al, about 13 to 18 inches
long and w eighing just 3 to 5 pounds. They are gray-brow n color. D om esticated
rabbits today have been bred selectively to be m uch larger in m ost cases. They
com e in m any colors and color com binations. W here the European w ild rabbit
has long ears that stand straight up, dom estic rabbit breeds m ight have pendulous
or ―lop‖ ears that hang dow n beside their faces, or they m ay have long ears that
stand straight up.

D espite their legendary reproductive abilities, the European w ild rabbit has a
precarious existence in som e places in Europe due to predators and urbanization.
A s a species, they are ―near threatened‖ in Portugal,‖ one of the places w here
they originated, and ―vulnerable‖ in Spain. B ecause of their declines in
population, the W orld C onservation U nion has labeled the European w ild rabbit
as ―near threatened‖ in its native area.

Today, Italy and France m aintain a relatively high dem and for rabbit m eat and
lead the w orld in rabbit production.

Dom esticated Rabbits in the United



States
In the U .S. today, rabbits are raised as pets, for com m ercial purposes (food, fur),
and for use as laboratory anim als. Som e people enjoy raising rabbits as a hobby.
They m ay raise rabbits for rabbit show s, to eat at hom e, to sell as pets, or to
provide them  as 4-H  and FFA  project anim als. Per capita U .S. m eat consum ption
of rabbit m eat w as .02 pounds in 2000. In the U .S., people usually have
purchased rabbit m eat at retail grocery stores or at fancier restaurants but that
m ay be changing as rabbit m eat becom es m ore available at farm ers m arkets and
ethnic grocery stores. M ost rabbit grow ers do not have industry groups or
national representatives, so rabbit production is often hard to gauge and track.

H obby rabbit breeders raise and sell rabbits for the sam e reasons as other rabbit
grow ers. They raise and sell rabbits for show ing, hom e m eat consum ption, direct
pet sales, and fur production. The A m erican R abbit B reeders A ssociation
(A R B A ) sponsors 4,000 rabbit show s per year. A n annual, national show , w ith
entries from  around the country, can draw  as m any as 20,000 rabbits and their
ow ners. Show  breeders travel to show , spend m oney on hotels and restaurants,
sell rabbits to other enthusiasts and to pet rabbit ow ners, breed their rabbits,
consum e their ow n m eat rabbits, and harvest the w ool from  longhaired rabbit
breeds. C om m ercial rabbit breeders som etim es keep sm all rabbit herds for show
purposes but, in general, industry groups advocate m aintaining a separation
betw een breeding for fancy show  rabbits and com m ercial rabbits.

The exact num ber of rabbits kept in the U .S for various purposes is unknow n,
according to the U nited States D epartm ent of A griculture. They track som e
rabbit industry populations as they im pact m eat inspections and sales, but they
estim ate that they inspect only about a quarter of the rabbit m eat that is
slaughtered in the U .S. The rest is slaughtered for personal consum ption. In
2001, the U SD A  estim ated that about 2 m illion rabbits w ere slaughtered. They
further estim ated that 2.2 m illion households ow ned 5 m illion pet rabbits. There
w ere m ore than 250,000 rabbits involved in laboratory research. 4-H  and FFA
(Future Farm ers of A m erica) program s had one m illion rabbits involved in their
projects. H obby rabbit breeders, represented by the A R B A , raised and show ed
nearly one m illion rabbits per year. The U SD A  concluded that the total dom estic



rabbit population in the U .S. in 2000 w as about 9 m illion rabbits.

A ccording to the A m erican Pet Products A ssociation in their 2009/2010 N ational
Pet O w ners Survey, 5.3 m illion U .S. households ow ned 15.9 m illion ―sm all
anim als.‖ The survey does not distinguish am ong rabbits, gerbils, ham sters, and
other sm all anim als, how ever. The A m erican Veterinary M edical A ssociation
estim ates that 1.8 m illion U .S. households ow n 6.1 m illion pet rabbits, as per
their 2007 U .S Pet O w nership &  D em ographics Sourcebook. R abbits are
considered an ―exotic‖ anim al.

C om pared to the cattle industry, or the poultry industry, the value of the rabbit
industry in the U .S. is very sm all. In 2000, cattle w ere m arketed for $41 billion.
M eat rabbits w ere m arketed for betw een $7 and 8 m illion. R etail sales of rabbit
m eat sold for betw een $16 and 20 m illion. Sales of rabbits as pets are m ore
valuable. In 2000, rabbits sold as pets accounted for $612 m illion. Pet ow ners
spent $75 billion on pet supplies that year, according to the A m erican Pet
Products M anufacturers‒ A ssociation. Even sales of rabbit fur and w ool are
relatively m odest. Total value for rabbit industry products in 2000 to 2001 w as
betw een $745 m illion and $831 m illion.

Purebred rabbits can be used as breeding stock to establish a sm all-scale young
rabbit selling operation. A nother business to explore is selling rabbit m eat to
specialty m arkets or gourm et restaurants. R abbit m eat producers find that having
40 does w ill give them  a good return on their investm ent. R abbit m anure also
can be used as a fertilizer. Pelts can be sold or used for high-end fashions. A
requirem ent for any sm all-scale farm ing business is to generate a reliable,
healthy flow  of rabbits. This can be accom plished by purchasing healthy stock,
choosing the right breed of rabbits, keeping a breeding schedule, and
m aintaining your rabbits in the best health possible. To begin, you w ill need to
decide w hich breed w ill fit best w ith your plans.

Breeds
There are m ore than 100 recognized breeds of rabbits. R abbits range in size from
the m ini, w hich w eigh as little as 2 pounds as adults, up to the giant breeds,
w hich can w eigh m ore than 20 pounds. Follow ing is a listing of som e of the



m ore com m on breeds of rabbits that you should be able to obtain easily to start a
sm all-scale rabbit-raising operation:

Pet breeds
D utch: The D utch rabbit is an old breed developed in England. It com es in six
colors: gray, tortoiseshell, steel, chocolate, brow n, and black. A ll colors have a
band of w hite around the chest, a w edge-shaped patch of w hite on the face, and
w hite on the tips of the hind feet. The D utch rabbit w eighs about 4 pounds w hen
m ature. They m ake good pet rabbits.

Flem ish G iant: This is the largest breed of rabbit. W hen m ature, it w ill w eigh
m ore than 14 pounds; som e rabbits are m ore than 22 pounds w hen full grow n. It
is a popular pet rabbit and com es in a variety of colors.

N etherland D w arf: The N etherland D w arf is the sm allest breed of rabbit,
w eighing in at only 2 pounds w hen full grow n. It com es in a vast variety of
colors. The N etherland D w arf is prim arily a pet rabbit due to its sm all size and
its baby bunny-like appearance. M ales can becom e dom inant over m uch larger
rabbits, but they can becom e tam e for people.

M eat breeds
A m erican Sable: The A m erican Sable is a beautiful, dark brow n rabbit w ith
darker coloring around the legs, ears, face, and tail. It w eighs about 9 pounds
w hen m ature. The Sable m akes a good m eat and pelt production rabbit.

C alifornian: The C alifornian rabbit is a large rabbit w eighing 9 pounds w hen
m ature. It has w hite fur, and its tail, feet, ears, and nose are black. It is a good
m eat production rabbit.

N ew  Z ealand: The N ew  Zealand is a large, albino rabbit w eighing about 10
pounds w hen m ature. Its nam e is m isleading as it w as developed in the U nited
States. It is a com m on rabbit used for m eat and fur. It is also a popular anim al
used for scientific research purposes. The visibility of the peripheral vasculature,
or veins and arteries, in albino rabbits is advantageous for the biom edical use of
this rabbit. This rabbit has red, black, or w hite fur.



Fur breeds
A ngora: The A ngora breed has actually four different sub-breeds of rabbits: the
English A ngora, Satin A ngora, the French A ngora, and the G iant A ngora. The
English A ngora, despite its nam e, originated in Turkey. It com es in m any colors
and w eighs about 6 pounds w hen m ature. The Satin A ngora has a silkier coat
than the other types and w eighs 7 pounds at m aturity. The French A ngora is
sim ilar to the English A ngora in color but is heavier. The G iant A ngora has the
m ost fur of the A ngoras. It w eighs about 9 pounds w hen m ature. A ll of these
breeds have been valued for their fine fur production.

Satin: This rabbit has a soft and shiny fur coat. It com es in m any different
colors. The Satin w eighs about 9 pounds w hen m ature. In addition to having a
great pelt, they m ake good m eat production rabbits.

W hichever breed you chose, you should purchase your rabbits carefully from  a
reputable breeder. You can find a listing of these breeders from  state or regional
rabbit associations or by attending rabbit show s and asking exhibitors for advice.
The breeder should have careful records on each rabbit that show  its pedigree
and its m other‒s and father‒s production records.

Rabbit Husbandry
If you are raising rabbits for m eat or for their pelts, the cuteness and cuddliness
of rabbits m ight w ork against you w hen it com es tim e to sell or butcher the
offspring of your breeding rabbits. B efore you begin, you w ill w ant to do som e
m arket research to m ake sure you w ill be able to sell your stock at a profit ‍
you w ould not w ant to invest the tim e and effort raising rabbits if there are not
people ready to buy the m eat or live rabbits. There m ay be a rabbit association in
your state or region that can give you an idea of the dem and. Your county
extension agent w ill be able to direct you to the right group. O nce you link up
w ith an association, ask them  w hat breed of rabbit sells the best in your area.
You should also ask if there is a nearby rabbit raiser w ho w ould let you tour their
operation. They w ill be a good source to inquire about new  or used equipm ent
dealers. Finding a m arket for your rabbits can be difficult, so start early, and look
hard for a reliable, steady sales outlook.



A  few  things about rabbits m ight surprise you. M ost people are fam iliar w ith
rabbit pellets ‍  the rabbit‒s norm al round stool. H ow ever, rabbits also pass a
soft stool, called a cecotrope, w hich is produced in the rabbit‒s cecum . The rabbit
w ill eat the cecotrope ‍  w hich is full of needed nutrients ‍  and m ost rabbit
ow ners m ay not even see this stool in the pen. This is a natural function and
should not be confused w ith diarrhea.

A lso, rabbits‒ hind legs are very pow erful, giving this prey anim al a pow erful
spurt of speed to outrun predators. R abbits on open ground can reach speeds of
25 m iles per hour w hen being pursued. Their front legs are adapted for digging,
either to dig a hole to hide from  predators or to dig burrow s to live in. In the
w ild, rabbits live in groups in a collection of burrow s, or a w arren. R abbits are
social anim als, but they need to bond before they can live peacefully w ith other
rabbits. It can som etim es take several w eeks or even m onths for tw o rabbits to
bond. They w ill fight over territory or m ating, a trait that can m ake introducing
new  rabbits into an established group difficult. The easiest w ay for rabbits to
bond is w hen they are raised together from  a young age. You can also help
rabbits bond by placing them  together in a neutral place to reduce territorial
feelings. You can place the rabbits together in the neutral area for a short tim e
each day until the rabbits begin accepting each other. You should w atch the
rabbits and be ready to intervene if there is any fighting. O nce the rabbits accept
each other, you can place them  in a norm al cage or hutch.

Buying Rabbits
You can buy rabbits from  a num ber of sources: pet stores, new spaper ads,
C raigslist (w w w .craigslist.org), and flea m arkets, for exam ple. H ow ever, if you
are serious about breeding rabbits, w hether as pets or for m eat or their pelts, it is
usually best to purchase your rabbits directly from  another breeder. You can find
rabbit breeders by checking the Internet on sites such as The N ature Trail
R abbitry (w w w .thenaturetrail.com /L ocal-R abbit-B reeder.htm ), R aising-
R abbits.com  (w w w .raising-rabbits.com /rabbits-for-sale.htm l), and the
A m erican R abbit B reeders A ssociation (w w w .arba.net/B reeders.php). You w ill
have access to better quality rabbits this w ay. You w ill be able to find a w ider



variety of breeds from  w hich to choose, and you can select exactly the kind of
rabbits that suit your needs. B uying from  a good breeder w ill put you in touch
w ith som eone know ledgeable about rabbits. The breeder can provide you w ith
inform ation about how  to raise and care for rabbits, and the breeder can answ er
specific questions about the breed that interests you. Let the breeder know  that
you are looking for breeding quality rabbits. H e or she can be a good contact for
you in the future.

W hen purchasing rabbits, m ake sure you buy healthy stock. C heck to m ake sure
the rabbit‒s eyes and nose are free of any discharge that could indicate illness.
The ears should be clean and free of w ax or any crusting from  fleas or m ites.
The rabbit‒s front paw s should be clean. R abbits use their paw s to clean
them selves. If the paw s are dirty w ith any discharge, it could indicate that the
anim al has been sick. The rabbit‒s stom ach and tail should be free of any fecal
m atter, w hich could indicate gastrointestinal stasis or other stom ach problem s.
C heck the rabbit‒s teeth to m ake sure there is no m alocclusion or ulcers. The
rabbit‒s coat should appear healthy. Even if the rabbit has been shedding, the fur
should be clean, and there should not be any parasites.

Handling Rabbits
You should never pick a rabbit up by the ears. This can hurt their ears, and they
w ill kick, potentially injuring their backs, w hich m ay lead to paralysis or death.
Instead, gently slide one hand under its chest and the other underneath its rum p.
Lift the rabbit using the hand under the chest w hile scooping w ith the hand under
the rum p. Pull the rabbit tow ard your body and slide the rabbit along the arm
supporting his chest. G ently press the rabbit against your body, m uch like a
football is held, w ith the arm  supporting the body and the head tucked under the
elbow . Try to handle your rabbits frequently, at least tw o to three tim es a w eek,
so they get used to being held and so you can check their health. Their back feet
are pow erful, and if they feel frightened or insecure in your grasp, they w ill kick.

Housing and Feeding Rabbits
R abbits typically are raised in cages as opposed to pens or loose in buildings.



The cages can be either single tier or double tier. Single-tier cages m ake cleaning
and observation easier. D ouble-tier cages are m ore econom ical as you can keep
tw ice as m any rabbits under one roof. C ages should be constructed of 14-gauge
w elded w ire w ith » -by 1-inch m esh. A ny m esh sm aller than that w ill m ake
cleaning difficult, as m anure w ill not be able to fall through. If you have a
double-tier cage, the upper tier of cages w ill need a sided-catch pan of stainless
steel to catch m anure.

SUG G ESTED CAG E SIZES
Sm all breed: 2 »  x 2 »  ft.
M edium  breed: 2 »  x 3 ft.
Large breed: 2 »  x 4 ft.

C ages should be placed in a w ell-ventilated building on ground w ith good
drainage. They can be suspended from  the ceiling, but supporting legs w ill m ake
the cages m ore stable. The roof of the cage should be insulated to reduce heat
absorption in the sum m er and condensation in the w inter. H eat is not usually
needed in the w inter unless rabbits kindle (give birth) during subzero w eather. If
you plan to have cages facing each other, have an aisle w ith a m inim um  w idth of
3 feet. A llow  a generous space at the end of the aisle to be able to turn around a
w heelbarrow  or cart, w hich you w ill need to clean the rabbit m anure. Lighting
should be provided for 16 hours a day to help prevent breeding problem s in the
fall and w inter ‍  25-w att lights are sufficient.

Feeding
M any styles and varieties of w aterers and feeders are available for rabbits. A
bottle w aterer that attaches to the outside of the cage along w ith a m etal feeder
w ith an outside feed chute m akes feeding and w atering easy, as individual cage
doors do not need to be opened. A fter rabbits are 3 m onths old, they should be
segregated by sex, tw o to a cage. A fter age 5 m onths, each rabbit should have its
ow n cage. This w ill prevent fighting and give each rabbit its ow n private area.

The best food for rabbits is a com m ercial rabbit pellet. This food is a com plete
feed, so using supplem ental salt or other feeds is not needed w ith pellets. Try to
purchase only enough pellets for one m onth of feeding, and check the bags for a



recent production date w hen you purchase the pellets. This w ay you w ill keep
your feed supply as fresh as possible because certain vitam ins and som e fats can
deteriorate quickly after production.

R abbits prefer to eat at night, so a good tim e to feed your rabbits is in the
evening. C heck the feeders daily for any w et or m oldy feed. Em pty as needed
before refilling the feeders. The biggest health problem  a rabbit has is
overfeeding. Large-breed rabbits need 4 to 6 ounces of pellets once a day. Sm all
rabbits (dw arf type) need only 2 ounces of pellets a day.

R abbits should have access to good, leafy alfalfa hay at all tim es. The hay should
be checked often to m ake sure it does not becom e m oldy. A  pregnant or lactating
doe (fem ale rabbit) should have all the feed she w ants. W hile her young are still
w ith her (up to 8 w eeks), they all should have free-choice feed (feed that is
available at all tim es) along w ith plenty of w ater. If young bucks or does are
being raised as breeding rabbits, they should be fed 1 ounce of feed daily for
each pound of body w eight.

Rabbit health
G ood nutrition; sound breeding stock; regular cleaning and disinfecting of cages,
feeders, and w aterers; and w eekly m anure rem oval w ill go a long w ay tow ard
ensuring your rabbits w ill rem ain in optim al health. K eeping your rabbit housing
w ell ventilated and in good repair are part of keeping rabbits as healthy as they
can be. The building and feed supply should be rodent, predator, and bird proof.
C ages and feeding and w atering equipm ent should be disinfected on a regular
basis. N est boxes, or a box in a cage w here an expectant doe prepares to give
birth and raises her offspring for several w eeks, should be disinfected after each
litter and before placing the expectant does in the cage. A ll m anure and debris
should be scraped from  the item  being disinfected before being scrubbed w ith a
disinfecting solution. B leach w ater, vinegar, or a com m ercial disinfectant can be
used. A fter disinfecting, the item  should be allow ed to dry thoroughly before
being placed into use. Letting the item  dry in the sunlight lends an additional
level of sanitation.

D espite all this attention, occasionally som e health problem s m ay crop up in



your rabbits. To m inim ize losses, observe all your rabbits every day. A re they
eating their feed and drinking their w ater? D oes the m anure under the pen appear
norm al? A re their eyes clear and noses free from  discharge? D o they act
interested in your presence at the front of their cage? M any diseases are hard to
detect w ith just a brief visual observation. You should exam ine your rabbits
closely at least once a w eek by handling them  and checking their ears, toenails,
and teeth. The ears should be clean and dry. The toenails should not be overly
long. The teeth should not be long or cutting into the roof of the m outh.

Com m on Rabbit Illnesses
C om m on health problem s include ear m ange, coccidiosis, and pasteurellosis.
M any diseases are spread by introducing new  anim als into an established herd.
N ew  anim als should be quarantined from  the m ain herd for 14 days and
observed for any sign of disease during this tim e. If you do find a sick anim al,
either a new  arrival or one from  your established herd, the sick rabbit should be
isolated from  the rest of the rabbits, preferably in a different building. The sick
anim al should be cared for only after you have taken care of the healthy rabbits.
W ash your hands and disinfect your shoes after caring for the sick anim als. If the
rabbit dies, its carcass should be burned or buried to stop the spread of diseases.
A ny pens and equipm ent used for caring for the sick rabbit should be cleaned
and disinfected before being reused.

C occidiosis: This disease is caused by a protozoa parasite. C occidiosis affects
the liver and intestine of rabbits and causes diarrhea, loss of appetite, and w eight
loss. O ccasionally a rabbit w ill die from  coccidiosis. It is spread through fecal
contam ination of cages, w aterers, and feeders, so daily cleaning of these item s
w ill help reduce the incidence of coccidiosis. Treatm ent is through feeding a
m edicated feed for tw o to three w eeks to reduce the num ber of parasites.

C onjunctivitis (pink eye): Young rabbits are com m only affected by
conjunctivitis, especially those that are raised in crow ded conditions. B acteria
invade the conjunctiva (the red lining around the eye) and cause infection. The
eye then becom es red and sw ollen. A  thick discharge collects around the eye
frequently, pasting the eye shut. O ne or both eyes m ay be affected. You can treat



the affected area by gently w ashing the eyelid w ith a w arm  w ashcloth to rem ove
the discharge, flushing the eye w ith sterile saline, and treating the eyes w ith an
eye antibiotic ointm ent.

E ar m ites: Ear m ites are the m ost com m on external parasite of rabbits. M ites
invade the ear and thick, brow n crusts of serum  accum ulate inside the ear. The
rabbit shakes its head and scratches its ears due to the intense itching. W hen the
rabbit tries to scratch the itch, the toenails on the hind feet cause scratches to the
outside of the ear, as w ell. Serious infections can cause w eight loss, nerve
dam age, and ear infection due to bacterial invasion. Even if only one rabbit in
your herd is show ing signs of an ear m ite infection, all rabbits should be treated
because it is so easy for the m ites to pass from  rabbit to rabbit. If there is a lot of
debris built up in the ear, m ineral oil should be placed in the ear to soften the
debris. The m aterial should then be w iped out w ith a cotton ball. M edication is
readily available in the form  of eardrops, w hich you can pick up at your local
veterinarian‒s office. Each ear should be treated and the base of the ear m assaged
after applying the drug.

E nterotoxem ia: This disease is characterized by an explosive diarrhea. It
usually occurs in young rabbits 1 to 2 m onths old. The rabbits m ay be norm al
one day, and then found dead the next. It is caused by a bacterium , C lostridium
spiroform e, w hich releases a deadly toxin causing death in one to tw o days after
infection. H ow  the rabbits are infected w ith these bacteria is not entirely know n,
but it is thought that giving rabbits extra fiber such as supplem ental hay w ill help
reduce the disease occurrence. G iving rabbits penicillin w ill also cause
enterotoxem ia.

E xternal parasites (fleas, m ites): R abbits generally have m ites on their skin,
w hich usually does not becom e a problem  unless the anim al becom es unhealthy.
Then the m ites can flourish, causing intense itching, hair loss, and sores. To treat
external parasites, apply a cat flea pow der w eekly. This treatm ent is also
effective against the rabbit flea, a seldom -encountered parasite in dom estic
rabbits. If your rabbit does have fleas, its environm ent w ill need to be treated
w ith an insecticide to destroy flea eggs and larva.

Fungal infections: R abbits can harbor fungus that cause skin lesions. These



fungi also can be transm itted by and to hum ans. A  rabbit w ith a fungal infection
w ill have patchy hair loss, usually around the nose, eyelids, ears, and face. The
affected skin m ay also becom e thick and have yellow  crusts. U sually, a young
rabbit w ill show  m ore severe hair loss and skin changes. Treatm ent consists of
spot treatm ent of affected areas w ith an antifungal ointm ent. If m any rabbits are
affected, oral m edication can be given.

H utch burn: This condition is caused by rabbits being subjected to w et and
dirty floors. The anus and genital region of the rabbit becom e chapped and red.
The dam p condition irritates these delicate m em branes, and soon, they becom e
infected w ith a secondary bacterial infection. There is no reason for this
condition to occur if you keep your pens clean and dry. You can treat this ailm ent
by cleaning and drying the pen and applying antibiotic ointm ent to the affected
areas.

M alocclusion: A  rabbit‒s teeth continuously grow  throughout its lifetim e, and
they should be straight and m eet evenly. If the teeth do not m eet properly, this
condition is called m alocclusion. This can becom e a serious issue, as overgrow n
teeth w ill lead to the rabbit not being able to eat properly or to m outh and jaw
problem s. A  rabbit w ith this condition w ill need to have its teeth regularly
trim m ed by a veterinarian. O rdinarily, rabbits w ith norm al teeth do not need to
have them  trim m ed. H ay in the diet seem s to help lessen the occurrence of teeth
overgrow ing.

Pasteurellosis: This disease is caused by the bacterium  Pasteurella m ultocida.
Pasteurellosis causes m any different types of infections including snuffles
(rhinitis), abscesses, pneum onia, pyom etra (uterine infection), ear infections, and
eye infections. This is a com m on disease of the nasal sinuses. The rabbit has
trouble breathing due to a thick discharge from  the nose and m akes a
characteristic nasal sound w hen trying to breathe. The front paw s m ay becom e
w et w ith the discharge as it tries to clean its nose. The rabbit can spread the
disease through sneezing, and objects used in its cage becom e loaded w ith the
m icroorganism . It is difficult to eradicate the bacteria from  the infected rabbits,
although antibiotics can be used in pet or show  anim als. If the rabbits are used
for m eat, it is not advisable to give them  antibiotics as it can rem ain in the m eat



for som e tim e after adm inistration; this is an illegal practice in m ost states.
Penicillin is not to be used in rabbits, as it can cause a fatal toxem ia in this
species. R abbits affected w ith pasteurellosis in a com m ercial enterprise should
be culled and their carcasses burned or buried to prevent the spread of the
disease. A ll equipm ent and cages the sick rabbit contacted should be thoroughly
disinfected.

Pododerm atitis: This condition com es w ith ulcers or sores on the feet or
footpads. It is usually associated w ith rabbits kept on w ire-floored cages. To
treat, place a flat piece of w ood on the floor of the cage, and clean it frequently if
it becom es dirty. U sing straw  bedding can help alleviate the condition as w ell.
Sores or ulcers can be treated w ith protective ointm ents you can obtain from
your local veterinarian‒s office.

Torticollis (w ry neck): W ry neck occurs w hen otitis m edia (inflam m ation of the
m iddle ear) spreads to the inner ear. The inner ear regulates an anim al‒s
equilibrium , so w hen it is infected or dam aged it causes the head to tilt. A n inner
ear infection is hard to treat as antibiotics have difficulty penetrating this area of
the body. R abbits that do recover from  an inner ear infection m ay have a
perm anent head tilt.

U rolithiasis: R abbits excrete calcium  in their urine, w hich gives the urine a
cloudy appearance. B ecause of this excretion, they are prone to urine calcium
sludge or stone form ation. Feeding rabbits an excessive am ount of calcium  (as
can be found in alfalfa hay) or genetics can predispose a rabbit to this disease. A
rabbit affected by urolithiasis w ill strain w hen trying to urinate, w ill go off feed
(m eaning they w ill refuse to eat), have a painful abdom en, and bloody urine. To
prevent this from  occurring, feed your rabbits grass hay and m ake sure they have
plenty of w ater at all tim e.

Rabbit Breeding
R abbits reach sexual m aturity at different ages depending on their size. A  sm all
breed, such as a N etherland D w arf, w ill be able to breed at 4 m onths old. A
m edium -sized rabbit like the A ngoras w ill be able to be first bred at 5 to 6
m onths, and large breeds such as the Flem ish G iant can be bred from  9 to 12



m onths of age. M ost rabbits are bred through the natural breeding m ethod.

A  doe does not have regular heat periods or an estrus cycle. Instead, she w ill
ovulate after m ating. A  doe can breed any tim e of the year, but she does have
variable tim es w here she w ill not accept m ating. You should w atch the doe for
signs she is ready to be m ated. These signs include:

‛ R estlessness and nervousness
‛ A  deep red coloration of the vulva
‛ R ubbing her chin on equipm ent
‛ A  desire to join other rabbits

To determ ine the sex of a rabbit, you need to turn the rabbit on its back. For
sm all rabbits, they can be turned on their back using the crook of your arm  to
hold them . For larger rabbits, sit dow n and turn them  on their back in your lap. If
the rabbit struggles, hold it securely until it stays still. U se one hand to hold the
rabbit‒s chest and w ith the other take your thum b and forefinger to part the hair
near the tail to expose its genitals ‍  the opening nearest the belly. The anus is
closest to the tail. A dult m ales older than 20 w eeks w ill have flesh-colored
testicles lying near the genital openings. These m ay be covered by fur so you
m ay have to part the fur to find the testicles. If you do not see the testicles, you
w ill need to place your thum b and your index finger on either side of the genital
opening. A pply gentle pressure to expose the genitals. If you see a tube-like
structure w ith a sm all opening, this is the penis. Fem ales w ill have a som ew hat
prom inent structure, but instead of a sm all opening, there w ill be a slit-like
opening.

You w ill w ant to keep tw o bucks for every ten to 20 does. If you have less than
ten does, it is also w ise to keep tw o bucks in case one buck fails to insem inate
the does. G ood bucks w ill have a productive m ating life of tw o to four years.
B ucks w ill m olt (shed part of the fur coat) once a year for about a m onth and
m ay not breed during this tim e. The productive reproduction schedule of a doe is
tw o to three years. D o not breed closely related bucks and does such as siblings
or half-siblings as inbreeding w ill increase the chance of genetic defects. W hen
you obtain rabbits, you should m ake sure you know  w hether your rabbits are
closely related to each other. If they are purebred or pedigree rabbits, they should



com e w ith paperw ork that show s their parentage.

W hen to breed
The doe alw ays should be brought to the buck‒s cage for m ating; otherw ise, she
m ay fight him . W hen the m ating is over, the doe should be rem oved from  the
buck‒s cage and returned to her cage. You w ill know  the m ating has been
com pleted w hen the buck falls aw ay to the side from  the doe. If you do not see
this m otion, take the doe out of the pen and place her w ith another buck. The doe
w ill ovulate about 12 hours after this first m ating. The doe can be taken back for
a second m ating w ith the sam e buck at this tim e to help conception rates. If the
doe tries to fight the buck, take her out right aw ay and w ait a few  days before
trying to m ate her again. O nce in w hile, you w ill encounter a fem ale that is
show ing all the signs of being ready to m ate but w ill not allow  the buck to m ate
her. This doe w ill need to be restrained so the buck can m ount her. H ow ever, this
trait can be inherited, so it is best to get rid of these does so this trait is not
passed on to her fem ale progeny.

If you are breeding the rabbits for com m ercial m eat production, a good breeding
program  to follow  is to breed the does 42 days after kindling (giving birth). This
w ill let each doe produce five litters a year. W ith an average litter size of eight
kits (new born rabbits), this m eans each doe w ill produce 40 young rabbits each
year. K eep records for each doe and buck during the breeding, including the
pairs m ated, date, and num ber of young kindled and w eaned. This w ill help you
keep track of productivity of each anim al, and help you decide w hich rabbits to
cull (get rid off) according to poor perform ance ‍  few er than seven young
kindled per doe or if bucks fail to service the does ‍  or you can keep the young
of those breeding pairs w ho perform  exceptionally w ell.

Nest boxes
N est boxes are necessary for the doe to kindle in so she has privacy and so the
young are not born onto m etal w ire, w hich is too cold and can kill the new borns.
These boxes can be built of any type of lum ber, but a com m on box is built of
plyw ood. The edges of the w ood should be lined w ith galvanized m etal, as the
does w ill chew  on the w ood. A  good box for a m edium -sized rabbit is 18 by 10



by 8 inches. The top can be covered to provide extra privacy for the doe. You
should place clean, dry bedding in the nest box, even though the doe w ill pluck
her ow n fur to m ake a nest. This is especially im portant if the doe is kindling
during cold w eather. Soft grass, hay, w ood shavings, or straw  can all be used.
The doe m ay eat som e of the bedding, so replenish often. Place nest boxes into
the pregnant doe‒s cage 27 days after m ating so she can get used to it.

Kindling (Birth)
A  doe w ill kindle about 31 days after she is bred. It is im portant not to disturb a
doe giving birth because she m ight kill the young and eat them . You do w ant to
observe her quietly from  a distance to m ake sure she is giving birth. The day
after kindling, you can check the nest box for any dead kits and take them  aw ay.
N ew born rabbits are born w ith closed eyes and ears and are furless. The kits
eyes w ill open at about 10 days old, and at 3 w eeks they w ill begin to venture
out of the nest box. They w ill begin to nibble on pellets and start to sip w ater, so
keep feeders and w aterers full of fresh m aterial at all tim es. Young rabbits w ill
be ready to w ean at 8 w eeks old, w hich is also the tim e they can be m arketed as
live young or fryers. L ive young m eans the young rabbits can be sold as
potential breeding rabbits, as pets, or to be raised to a larger size for m eat. Young
rabbits sold as fryers produce a tender m eat.

If find the kits are born outside of the nest box, place them  inside the box, and
cover them  w ith the fur the doe has lined the nest w ith. W ait a couple of hours,
and if the doe has not joined them  inside the box, place her inside w ith them .
H old her inside until the kits start to nurse. K its nurse once or tw ice a day for
only tw o to four m inutes. If a doe has m ore than eight kits, you can transfer
som e of the kits to another m other w ith few er kits as long as the young are
around the sam e age. This w ill m ake sure there is enough m ilk to go around.
M ost does w ill accept the young of another m other w ithout any problem .

Pregnancy-related problem s
M astitis: D oes can acquire m astitis, or an infection of the m am m ary glands,
w hile producing m ilk. The glands becom e sw ollen, hot, reddened, or bluish, and



m ilk production m ay cease. B acteria enter the m am m ary glands and invade the
tissues. The m ost com m on bacteria causing m astitis is Staphylococcus aureus, a
bacterium  found in the nasal passages of all rabbits. The affected doe usually
stops eating and m ay refuse to nurse her kits. The kits also can get the disease
through drinking infected m ilk. Treatm ent is through use of antibiotics and good
nursing care. The kits born of a doe w ith m astitis should be hand-fed. D o not
foster them  to another doe as this can spread the disease to the doe and her
young.

False pregnancy: D oes can som etim es exhibit a false pregnancy. This can occur
due to m ating w ith a buck that does not result in pregnancy or by being m ounted
by another doe. Even though the doe does not conceive, she w ill go through all
the pregnancy-related horm onal changes. The false pregnancy w ill last 16 to 18
days. A t the end, the doe m ay build a nest and m ay even produce m ilk. She
eventually w ill return to norm al and be able to breed again.

Pregnancy toxem ia: D oes in the last few  days of pregnancy or during the first
few  days after birth are susceptible to this condition. It is com m on, but little is
know n about how  it occurs. D oes stop eating, becom e depressed and w eak,
m iscarry the kits, and can die. The liver becom es infiltrated w ith fat and
enlarges. This stops the norm al functioning of the liver. O ne m ajor function of
the liver is to rem ove toxins from  the blood. Treatm ent consists of force-feeding
the doe and using steroids, w hich are only available from  a veterinarian. O bese
does or does w ith hairballs from  nest building are m ost susceptible to pregnancy
toxem ia.

CASE STUDY: THO SE SILLY RABBITS
Scott M arshall
M arshall Farm s

9212 N eal Avenue South

H astings, M innesota
m arshallrabbits@ yahoo.com



Scott M arshall started raising rabbits at a young age. His parents were hog and grain
farm ers, and he received four or five pet rabbits when he was about 10. Now he raises about
150 rabbits, and it is definitely a fam ily project. His 5-year-old daughter Rebecca helps care
for the rabbits with supervision. M arshall definitely thinks rabbits are a good fam ily project. It
helps children learn a lot of life lessons: how to care for anim als, how to follow the rules, and
that som etim es anim als die.

M arshall recom m ends that a person interested in raising rabbits do the hom ework first.
Think about the worst part of the year ‍  typically winter. A rabbit grower needs to be out
every day, in all kinds of weather, to feed and water the rabbits twice a day. Another useful
piece of advice is to find a m arket and local processor if you do not want to process them
yourself.

M arshall spends five hours a day on the weekdays and four to eight hours a day on
weekends caring for his rabbits. M uch of his tim e is spent on his three tasks: cleaning the
barn and cages, butchering and packaging rabbit m eat, and feeding and watering the
rabbits. Cold winter weather m akes his work m ore difficult when he has to thaw out water
cups and tackle frozen m anure. Predators can be a real problem  as well: Stray dogs,
raccoons, possum s, cats, and coyotes can kill adult rabbits. Rats can kill young bunnies.
Bees and wasp stings also can kill a rabbit. M arshall counters these dangers by having a
barn with a strong door and a lock.

As for health problem s, M arshall has som e great advice for the beginning farm er: ―Clean,
clean, clean, and protect,‖ he said. ―W hat I m ean is clean water, clean feed, clean housing
and nest boxes, and protect from  weather and predators. That will take care of m ost of the
health issues. In m y 30 years raising rabbits, I have been lucky not to have had any m ajor
issues.‖

M arshall also had to deal with sore feet, colds, and ear m ites, ―That was m y fault for bringing
in new stock and not quarantining them ,‖ he said. ―Q uarantining new stock is very im portant.
Also, do not becom e a petting zoo. Sick people can m ake sick rabbits. It also stresses the
rabbits. And that weed a kid pulls to feed the bunny could be poisonous.‖

The M arshalls take great satisfaction in knowing they provide their fam ily and custom ers
with healthy, quality m eat, and they enjoy raising rabbits. M arshall is optim istic about the
future m arket for rabbits. He loves the renewed interest in eating local. ―It is back to the
basics ‍  the way our grandparents and their parents ate,‖ he said.

Raising Rabbits as Pets
R abbits are popular pets. The AV M A  estim ates that there are 6.1 m illion pet
rabbits in the U nited States. Each household that has rabbits is estim ated to have
3.4 rabbits. It seem s you cannot have just one.

W hat to expect



There are m any things to consider w hen choosing a pet rabbit. Ideally, you w ill
have som e idea of the personality of the individual rabbit. This is often one of
the m ost im portant factors in choosing a rabbit. You also should consider how
large the rabbit w ill be w hen it is fully grow n. There can be a big difference
betw een the sm allest breeds and the largest ones. K eeping a m ale or fem ale
rabbit can also m ake a difference. A n intact doe m ay be territorial w hen she is an
adult. R abbits m ay be spayed, but if you plan to breed your rabbit, you w ill need
to keep your fem ales intact. M ale rabbits, or bucks, usually are not aggressive,
but they m ay spray in the house if they are allow ed to be loose. You can solve
this problem  if you have your buck neutered but, again, if you plan to breed your
rabbits, you w ill not w ant to neuter your m ales.

If you prefer a longhaired rabbit or one w ith a w oolly coat, such as an A ngora or
a Jersey W oolly, then you w ill need to count on spending m ore tim e groom ing
your rabbit. N o m atter w hat kind of rabbit you get, you w ill need to devote som e
tim e to regular groom ing. N ot to w orry though. R abbits usually only need som e
basic brushing, w hich can be quite soothing and enjoyable for both of you.

O ne of the best w ays to learn about the different breeds of rabbits is to attend a
rabbit show . You can see m any of the breeds available and talk to breeders w ho
are know ledgeable about rabbits and rabbit husbandry. They m ay have young
rabbits for sale as pets or even show  prospects. You can learn m ore about rabbit
show s by visiting the w ebsite for the A m erican R abbit B reeders A ssociation
(A R B A ) w w w .arba.net. A R B A  lists upcom ing show s throughout the U .S. and
outside the country, gives the latest new s and inform ation, provides inform ation
about breeds, and includes a m em bership application if you are interested in
becom ing m ore involved. A dult m em bership is $20 for one year; youth
m em bership is $12; and husband and w ife m em bership is $30. If you are
interested in show ing your rabbits or learning m ore about breeding, becom ing a
m em ber of A R B A  is a good w ay to learn m ore and to m eet other serious rabbit
breeders.

R abbits are a prey anim al; other anim als often eat them , so they m ust be alert at
all tim es. They are constantly scanning their environm ent for danger signals.
They have excellent peripheral vision (from  the side), though they do not see



w ell directly in front. They also have outstanding hearing and a great sense of
sm ell. They use their senses to detect danger. You can use a soothing voice and
slow  m ovem ents to let your rabbit know  you are close by to avoid frightening it.

R abbits are also territorial, and they w ill defend their territory against invaders.
They prefer to live in groups w ith a social hierarchy. G roups of rabbits are called
w arrens. They can com m unicate w ith each other through body language and
through som e vocalizations. They w ill also exhibit dom inance behaviors tow ard
each other. D om inance behaviors m ay include m ounting each other and having
subordinate rabbits groom  m ore im portant rabbits in the group.

Your rabbit m ight m ake the follow ing vocalizations:

G runting/grow ling: A nger or disapproval at som e behavior. Your rabbit m ight
follow  this sound by biting or scratching. This m eans to back off or leave the
rabbit alone.

H onking: This soft sound m ay be heard during courtship. Your rabbit m ay circle
w hile m aking this sound. It m eans: ―H ey, how  about you and m e getting
together?‖

Scream ing: If your rabbit is scream ing, it m eans your rabbit is terrified or in
great pain.

Snorting: Snorting m eans your rabbit w ants attention. Your rabbit is not happy
about som ething. (O r your rabbit could be sick.) Your rabbit likely w ants som e
petting or feels bad.

Tooth clicking or ―purring‖: The easy grinding or clicking of teeth m eans that
your rabbit is happy. Your rabbit is relaxed and com fortable.

Tooth grinding: R eal tooth grinding m eans your rabbit is in pain or distress.
Your rabbit needs help right aw ay.

W him pering, squealing, and squeaks: These sounds m ean your rabbit is in
pain or hurt. H ow ever, som e squeaking in a pleasant situation can m ean that
your rabbit is pleased.

R abbits exhibit all kinds of body language that hum ans can learn to read to know
w hat their rabbit is feeling. A  rabbit m ay race w ildly through the house, w hich



usually indicates the rabbit feels good and is playing. R abbits can take up a
boxing position, w hich indicates they are w illing to fight. They m ay ―chin‖ or
rub their faces on things to m ark their territory. R abbits also chew , dig, and
display other inherited behaviors. R abbits can learn som e w ords or at least
understand w hat you are saying or w ant. It all depends on how  closely you bond
w ith your rabbit.

Selling Pet Rabbits
R abbits are a popular pet in the U .S., so m any people w ould like to have their
ow n rabbit. If you are breeding rabbits as pets, you can find w ays to sell young
rabbits. H ow ever, it is also true that m any rabbits do end up in rabbit rescues and
anim al shelters each year, so you should use som e care about selling your
rabbits.

M ost people w ho buy rabbits as pets have not had any experience w ith rabbits
before. You should provide them  w ith som e inform ation about caring for rabbits
and encourage them  to have a cage and other equipm ent set up for their rabbit
before they take it hom e. Instruct them  on w hat to feed their rabbit and other
basics. You should w arn them  that rabbits do chew . Let them  know  that rabbits
are not cats or dogs, and m ake sure your buyers have the correct expectations
about ow ning a rabbit.

You also should help your buyers select an appropriate rabbit for their situation.
D o not sell them  rabbits that are too young to take hom e. Sell only healthy,
happy rabbits to your custom ers. M ake sure you are being an ethical breeder and
seller.

W here to sell
W hen it com es to selling pet rabbits, m ost people w ho are not com m ercial
breeders sell from  their ow n hom es or farm s. It is up to you if you w ould like to
allow  buyers to visit your hom e or farm  in order to select their ow n rabbit. You
also m ay be able to sell rabbits at a farm ers m arket or flea m arket depending on
the regulations in your state and city or county. You w ill need to check the law s
in your area to find out if it is legal to sell rabbits in these places. You also can



sell rabbits to local pet stores. There are people and organizations opposed to any
stores that sell live anim als, but pet stores usually are inspected by local anim al
control and state agencies to m ake sure they are treating anim als properly.

H ow ever, if you sell your rabbits to pet brokers or if you sell your rabbits
w holesale, you w ill need to becom e licensed as a com m ercial rabbit breeder.
This w ill entail having your facilities inspected by the U SD A  and follow ing
A nim al W elfare A ct guidelines. You probably w ill not be able to raise your
rabbits in your hom e, and you w ill need separate outdoor facilities for them .
M ost people w ho are com m ercial rabbit breeders raise rabbits full tim e and rely
on this business for their incom e.

Pricing your rabbits
D epending on the breed, pet rabbits usually cost betw een $15 and $100. Lops, or
rabbits w ith droopy ears, m ay cost $15 to $60. D w arf rabbits m ay be $25 to $40.
M ini R ex rabbits, another breed, m ay be $10 to $50. R abbits w ith unusual colors
or m arkings m ay cost m ore. A ngoras m ay be $25 to $50. Flem ish G iants m ay be
$45 to $100. Lionheads m ay be $20 to $50. These prices w ill depend on how
m uch rabbits usually cost in your area, too. If som eone in your area breeds
A ngoras constantly, you can expect the price to be low .

W hen you sell purebred rabbits, provide the buyer w ith a copy of the rabbit‒s
pedigree as w ell as a health certificate.

Rabbits for M eat
A lthough raising rabbits for personal consum ption is often enjoyable, it does
m ean that you w ill need to harvest your rabbits, either for their m eat or for their
pelts, or both. You m ay find this difficult at first, especially if you have grow n
close to your rabbits and m ade pets of them . It helps to rem em ber that this is
often the reason w hy you got your rabbits in the first place. You have invested
your tim e, m oney, and w ork in raising the rabbits so they could provide you w ith
nutritious food and good pelts. In a sense, this is their purpose in life. B e grateful
for their contributions to your w ay of life.



Types of m eat
R abbit m eat is a good source of high-quality protein and one of the m ost
nutritious m eats available. It is fine-grained w ith a m ild flavor. A ccording to the
U SD A , the rabbit m eat sold in the U .S. is usually sold one of three w ays:

Fryer or young rabbit ‍  the term s ―fryer‖ or ―young rabbit‖ refer to a rabbit
w eighing not less than 1 »  pounds and rarely m ore than 3 »  pounds, and less
than 12 w eeks of age. The flesh is tender, fine grained, and a bright pearly-pink
color. These rabbits m ay be cooked in m uch the sam e w ay as young poultry.

R oaster or m ature rabbit ‍  the term s ―roaster‖ or ―m ature rabbit‖ refer to a
m ature rabbit of any w eight but usually m ore than 4 pounds and m ore than 8
m onths of age. The flesh is firm  and coarse grained, and the m uscle fiber is
slightly darker in color and less tender. The fat m ay be a cream ier color than that
of a fryer or young rabbit. The m eat of larger rabbits m ay be tougher, so the best
m ethods of cooking are braising or stew ing.

G iblets ‍  the liver and heart

Learning to butcher
Item s you m ay need:

‛ B utcher knife
‛ Sharp knife for cutting and skinning
‛ Skinning knife
‛ H am m er

You can find a good selection of knives for harvesting and skinning at Lem
Products (w w w .lem products.com /product/3939/K nives).

If you are slaughtering rabbits for hom e use, there are tw o w ays to kill the rabbit.
The neck can be dislocated by firm ly grasping the hind legs and head. Then it is
stretched to full length and w ith a hard, sharp pull, the head is bent backw ard to
dislocate the neck. The other w ay to butcher the rabbit is to stun it w ith a hard
blow  behind the ears w ith a blunt object such as a stout stick or ham m er.

U sing a rope attached to one of the hind legs, hang the rabbit w ith the head



dow n. U se a sharp knife to rem ove the head and allow  the blood to drain from
the carcass com pletely. R abbits are sm all, and it only takes a few  m inutes for all
the blood to drain. The forefeet should be rem oved next right at the joint. U se
the knife to cut the skin around the hock joint, w here the thigh m eets the low er
leg bone. M ake a cut dow n the legs tow ard the tail, and peel the hide dow n to the
tail. R em ove the tail and pull the skin dow n the rest of the body. Then, set the
skin aside. W ash the knife to rem ove any blood clots or fur.

N ext, m ake a cut starting near the anus dow n the abdom en to the sternum . C ut
through the entire abdom inal m uscle, but m ake sure you do not cut too deep and
cut into the intestinal tract. You w ant to avoid this to keep from  contam inating
the m eat w ith fecal m aterial. R em ove the intestinal tract and lungs and discard
into the garbage. The heart, kidney, and liver can be rem oved and saved if
desired. O nce the abdom inal contents are rem oved, take the body off the rope
and cut off the hind feet at the hock. The carcass should be w ashed w ith clean,
running w ater to rem ove fur, blood clots, and other debris. The carcass then
should be placed in sturdy freezer bags and stored either at refrigerator
tem peratures (35 to 40®F) or placed in the freezer if the m eat is not consum ed
w ithin tw o days.

Finding an outside butcher
Finding an outside butcher to harvest your rabbits for personal consum ption is
not usually difficult. You can check online, in the phone book, or w ith your state
m eat inspection agency. Your state m eat inspection agency licenses m ost local
butchers, so they should keep a listing of butchers in your area that they can pass
on to you. Your local feed store also m ay have notices about butchers that are
w illing to travel to farm s and butcher anim als. These butchers operate m obile
processing units called M PU s. They usually carry everything w ith them  they w ill
need to process anim als, though they m ay need assistance from  you or a few
other people if you are butchering larger anim als.

R abbits are not required to be inspected under either the Federal M eat Inspection
A ct or the U SD A  Food Safety and Inspection Service. Your state m ay have its
ow n m eat inspection program . A sk your butcher about any licenses required for



custom  butchering and w hether he or she has the necessary licensure.

B efore choosing a butcher, it is a good idea to visit the facility and m ake sure it
is appropriately clean and sanitary. You can ask around to find out w hat kind of
reputation the butcher has w ith other farm ers. You are trust the butcher w ith
anim als you intend to eat yourself, so you should be satisfied that he or she w ill
do a good job.

Raising rabbits for profit
If your plans include slaughtering rabbits for sale to com m ercial businesses, such
as grocery stores or restaurants, they w ill need to be processed according to local
or state health codes. You w ill need to contact your local or state m eat inspection
agency for rules and regulations. C odes usually are enforced by state agencies. It
is usually sufficient to m eet state rules and slaughter rabbits w ith a state license
but you should check w ith your county extension service agent or your state
m eat inspection agency to m ake sure of the rules for rabbit processing w here you
live.

If you are raising rabbits for profit, then the obvious places to sell rabbit m eat are
local restaurants and grocery stores. If local butchers w ho are state licensed have
processed your m eat, you should have no trouble m eeting the standards for these
establishm ents, or for restaurants or stores anyw here in your state. You also m ay
be able to sell your rabbit m eat at farm ers m arkets if you have a w ay to keep the
m eat cold. It m ay be w orth testing this niche to find out if there is a dem and for
rabbit m eat in your area from  local consum ers.

Processors and slaughterhouses
Processors and slaughterhouses are w here butchers w ork to harvest and process
anim als, such as rabbits. R abbits are one of the easiest anim als to process. They
are said to be even easier to process than chickens. Som e butchers m ay w ant you
to bring live rabbits to them  w hile other butchers m ay allow  you to bring them
rabbits you have already killed. You w ill need to talk to the butcher about w hat
they prefer. In fact, you should talk to the butcher about everything, especially if
you have any special requests in the w ay your rabbits are processed or cut up.



If your rabbits are being sold to restaurants, then they probably can be w rapped
in plain butcher paper. H ow ever, if you are planning to sell your rabbits to
grocery stores, they w ill need to be w rapped in clear plastic. C onsum ers like to
see w hat they are buying in the m eat counter. Talk to the butcher about your
packaging options, and arrange to have the rabbits picked up or delivered w here
they are going after processing.

A lthough rabbit m eat does not have to be inspected by the U SD A , there is a
voluntary grading system . B efore being graded, the rabbit m eat has to be
inspected and passed by the Food Safety and Inspection Service or som e other
inspection service, such as a state m eat inspection program . C onsum er grades for
rabbit m eat are U .S. G rade A , U .S. G rade B , and U .S. G rade C .

Handling rabbit m eat
From  the U SD A :

Take rabbit hom e im m ediately and refrigerate at 40 degrees F or below . U se it
w ithin 2 days or freeze at 0 degrees F. If kept frozen continuously, it w ill be safe
indefinitely; how ever, quality w ill dim inish over tim e. It is safe to freeze rabbit
in its original packaging. For prolonged storage, overw rap as you w ould any
food for long-term  storage. For best quality, use frozen w hole rabbit w ithin a
year, pieces w ithin 9 m onths.

Safe thaw ing
There are three w ays to safely defrost rabbit: in the refrigerator, in cold w ater, or
in the m icrow ave oven. N ever defrost at room  tem perature.

R efrigerator: It is best to plan for slow , safe thaw ing in the refrigerator.
B one-in parts or w hole rabbits m ay take a day or longer to thaw . O nce thaw ed,
rabbit m ay be stored in the refrigerator for 2 days before cooking. D uring this
tim e, if you decide not to use the rabbit, you can safely refreeze it w ithout
cooking it.

C old W ater: To defrost rabbit in cold w ater, do not rem ove the packaging. B e
sure the package is airtight or put it into a leak-proof bag. Subm erge the rabbit
in cold w ater and change the w ater every 30 m inutes so it continues to thaw .



Sm all packages m ay defrost in an hour or less; larger packages m ay take 2 to 3
hours. Plan to cook the rabbit im m ediately after thaw ing.

M icrow ave oven: W hen defrosting rabbit in the m icrow ave oven, plan to
cook it im m ediately after thaw ing because som e of the areas of the food m ay
becom e w arm  and begin to cook.

Safe cooking
‛ W hen roasting rabbit parts, set the oven tem perature no low er than 325
degrees F. A  2-pound, cut-up rabbit should take about one hour to cook.

‛ A  w hole, 2-to 2 » -pound rabbit should take about one to one and a half
hours to roast. Stuffing it w ill add about half an hour to the cooking tim e.

‛ B raising rabbit (cooking it in a sm all am ount of liquid in a covered pan on
the range or in the oven) also takes about an hour. R abbit can be broiled
about 15 m inutes on each side.

‛ For safety, U SD A  recom m ends cooking rabbit to an internal tem perature of
at least 160 degrees F. The use of a food therm om eter is recom m ended to
m ake sure your rabbit is safe to eat.

‛ It is safe to cook frozen rabbit in the oven or on the range or grill w ithout
defrosting it first, though the cooking tim e m ay be about 50 percent longer.

‛ D o not cook frozen rabbit in a slow  cooker; thaw  first. C ut w hole rabbits into
sm aller pieces so heat can penetrate the m eat m ore quickly.

Safe handling of leftovers
R efrigerate leftovers w ithin tw o hours after cooking. U se w ithin three to four
days or freeze.

U se frozen, cooked rabbit w ithin four to six m onths for best quality.

R eheat leftovers to 165 ®F.

Rabbits for Fur
M ost rabbits can be harvested for their fur, as w ell as for m eat, but som e rabbits
are particularly raised for their pelts. The A ngora rabbit is the best-know n rabbit



raised for its coat, but the R ex is also know n for producing a desirable fur. In
m any cases, rabbit fur is a byproduct of the rabbit m eat industry, but the rabbits
killed for m eat are often young and their fur is not desirable com m ercially. The
highest quality furs com e from  rabbits that are m ore than five m onths old. The
fur is thicker, and the pelts are of better quality for clothing.

Rem oving the rabbit‒s pelt
If you w ould like to harvest your rabbit‒s pelt, w hile the carcass is hanging by
one of its hind legs, you should m ake a cut around the hock joint to release the
skin from  the body. The hock joint is the rear knee joint of the anim al‒s leg. D o
this for both rear legs. You can use the sam e knife you are using to cut the rabbit,
or you can use a skinning knife. N ext, cut the skin betw een these hock joints on
the low er part of the body. R em ove the tail and pull the skin dow n over the body
tow ard the anim al‒s head. The skin of young rabbits is loose and easy to rem ove.
It is a little m ore difficult to rem ove the skin from  older rabbits, but if you w ork
carefully, you can rem ove it w ithout m uch trouble. B e careful to avoid cutting or
tearing the skin, as this w ill lessen its value.

O nce the skin is rem oved from  the rabbit, turn it inside out w hile it is still w arm
and soft. Place the skin on a w ire hanger or stretcher w ith the leg casings on one
side of the hanger. You can m ake a shaper or hanger from  a piece of N o. 9 gauge
galvanized w ire. A  shaper helps extend or expand the pelt to its full size w ithout
stretching it out of shape. You can fasten the rear legs to the w ire w ith a
clothespin or another fastener to hold them  in place. H ang the pelt in a w ell-
ventilated place so it can dry, but do not place it in direct sunlight. O nce the skin
is dry, you can rem ove the hanger.

Preparing your rabbit skins
O nce you have as m any rabbit skins as you w ant, you can m ove on to tanning
them . There are several m ethods for tanning, but before tanning, you w ill need to
prepare the skins. Preparing the skins m eans softening them , rem oving any fat or
flesh rem aining on them , and rem oving the oil from  the skins. A fter the skin is
dry, open it by m aking a cut along the m idline or the stom ach so you can stretch
it out on a flat surface. U se a blunt knife to scrape off any flesh or fat still on the



skin. R em ove the rem aining oil from  the skin by w orking it in a fat solvent.

Soften the dried skins by soaking them  in several different vats of w ater over a
one-to three-hour period. D epending on the rabbit skin, it can take m ore or less
tim e to soften. You w ill need to keep the soaking tim e to a m inim um , as too
m uch soaking w ill loosen the fur. A dding one ounce of borax or bicarbonate of
soda to a gallon of w ater for soaking w ill help soften the skins. Putting som e
soap or detergent in the m ix can help rem ove fat.

Your rabbit skins are now  ready for tanning.

Salt alum  tanning
O ne w ay to tan your skins is by using salt alum . H ere is the recipe for this
solution:

Step 1. D issolve 1 pound of am m onium  alum inum  sulfate or potassium
alum inum  sulfate (alum ) in 1 gallon of w ater.

Step 2. D issolve 4 ounces of sodium  carbonate and 8 ounces of sodium
chloride (salt) in »  gallon of w ater.

Step 3. Slow ly add the soda and salt solution to the alum  solution and stir
vigorously.

Step 4. M ix flour w ith the com bined solutions to form  a thin paste; m ix the
flour w ith a little w ater first to aid in preventing lum ps from  form ing.

A fter your rabbit skins are prepared and ready for tanning, they should be tacked
to a flat surface. U se the paste m ade from  this salt alum  recipe to coat the skins

w ith a layer of paste about 1/8-inch thick. C over the skins lightly w ith a cloth or
paper. Let the skins set for about 24 hours. R em ove the paste w ith a cloth and
apply a second coat for another 24 hours. For thick skins, another coat m ay be
necessary. The last coating should stay on the skins for three to four days.

W hen you rem ove the last coat, you should w ash the skins in a solution of borax
and bicarbonate of soda (1 ounce per gallon of w ater). G ently squeeze out the
excess solution, then rinse out the skins in plain w ater and squeeze out the
excess w ater. D o not w ring the skins. Stretch the skins on the hangers or



stretchers again. W hen they are alm ost dry, you should w ork on the skin by
rubbing and pulling on the skins over a table edge to soften it. This w ill stretch
and soften the skin. If the skin is still rough, you can use a block of sandpaper to
m ake it softer. You can add N eat‒s foot oil, leather conditioner, or glycerin to
m ake the skin softer and m ore pliable.

The salt alum  m ethod is usually considered a better tanning m ethod than the salt
acid m ethod, but the rabbit skin m ay still be slightly tough and hard w hen it is
finished, so you m ay need to w ork m ore to get the skins softened. You m ay have
to resoak the skins or repeat the rubbing procedures to m ake the skins softer.

You should be able to tan three or four rabbit skins w ith this recipe.

Salt acid tanning
You can also tan rabbit hides using this recipe:

Step 1. D issolve 1 pound of sodium  chloride (salt) in 1 gallon of w ater

Step 2. A dd »  ounce of concentrated sulfuric acid to the sodium  chloride
solution very carefully. C A U TIO N : Sulfuric acid is a corrosive agent and
m ust be handled cautiously. Avoid contact w ith your skin or clothing. Store
the acid and the finished solution in a glass or earthenw are contain. D o N O T
store it in a m etal container. W hen adding the acid to the salt solution, pour
it slow ly, and stir constantly. If the acid of the acid m ixture com es in contact
w ith your skin, rinse im m ediately w ith a solution of bicarbonate of soda.

Step 3. A dding acid to the salt w ill generate heat. A s soon as the m ixture
cools, it is ready for use.

Prepare the rabbit skins in the sam e w ay as w ith the salt alum  tanning m ethod.
Place each skin in the salt acid solution, fully covering the skin, and allow  it to
stay there for one to three days, stirring periodically. O nce the skin is tanned,
rem ove it from  the solution, rinse it in plain w ater, and then rinse again in a
solution of borax or bicarbonate of soda (1 ounce per gallon of w ater). Finish by
rinsing w ith plain w ater again. Squeeze out excess w ater, stretch the skin, allow
the skin to alm ost dry, and then w ork w ith the skin (rubbing and pulling it) to
soften it as it dries, as w ith the salt alum  m ethod.



You can obtain the chem icals and m aterials for tanning your rabbit skins from
biological supply com panies, handcraft shops, and stores that offer supplies for
hom e butchering and tanning such as F &  T‒s Fur H arvester‒s Trading Post
(w w w .fntpost.com /C ategories/Fur+H andling/Tanning/Tanning+K its+Supplies
They also offer prem ixed tanning solutions and other tanning supplies.

Law s
R abbits are not considered livestock, so their m eat generally is not inspected by
the U SD A . There is a voluntary inspection system  in place, and m ost states
require m eat to be inspected before it can be sold com m ercially. Federally,
com m ercial rabbit breeders m ust com ply w ith A nim al W elfare A ct regulations
w hen raising and selling rabbits w holesale. Those regulations m ay be found here
at w w w .anim allaw .info/adm inistrative/adusaw aregc.htm . H ow ever, these
regulations do not apply to rabbit breeders w ho sell sm all num bers of rabbits or
w ho sell them  directly to the public as pets.

M ost law s regarding rabbits are local law s m ade by cities and counties. They
m ay set lim its about how  m any rabbits you can keep or set zoning law s
regarding w hat kind of anim als can be kept inside city lim its. You w ill need to
check w ith your city and county regarding local law s before you purchase any
rabbits or invest in any equipm ent. You also m ay w ish to talk to your local
anim al control officials to find out if they are aw are of any local ordinances
pertaining to rabbits.
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C hapter 3: C hickens



CHICKEN G LO SSARY
Candle or candling: Taking an egg and holding it in front of a bright
light in a dark room  to see the developm ent of the em bryo inside the
egg
Cape: The area of feathers between the shoulders and neck on a
chicken
Capon: A castrated rooster
Chalazae: The two coils that hold the yolk in place inside of an egg
Chicks: Baby chickens hatched from  fertilized eggs
Clutch: A group of eggs laid by a broody hen
Coccidiosis: A protozoal infestation causing disease and som etim es
death
Cock: A m ale chicken after his first m olt
Cockerel: A m ale chicken under 12 m onths of age
Com b: The fleshy piece of skin on top of a chicken‒s head. It helps to
identify the breed. It com es in a variety of shapes including single,
pea, V-shaped, and rose.
Coop: Housing for chickens; can be m ade of different m aterial and
custom ized to fit the needs of your flock
Crest: The feathers on top of a chicken‒s head
Crop: Located inside the base of a chicken‒s neck, right before the
gizzard. Food passes through the crop where it is softened and then
m oves on to the gizzard.
Crum bles: Food for birds, often broken up pellets, into m edium  size
shapes for the birds to eat
Cull: Killing sick or unwanted birds in a hum ane fashion
Debeak: Rem oving the tip of the beak from  a bird. O ften, it is done to
birds raised in close quarters in order to prevent them  from  pecking
at each other.
Dow n: The new, soft feathers on a baby chick before it grows its
feathers. It is also the fluffy layer of feathers underneath the m ain
feathers on an adult bird.



Dual-purpose breed: A breed raised to provide both m eat and eggs
Dust bath: Birds ―bathe‖ or roll around in fine dirt or sand to help
rem ove external parasites from  their bodies.
Earlobes: Skin below a chicken‒s ears that can vary in color and
shape depending on the breed
Egg tooth: The very tip of the chick‒s beak that pierces the egg when
the chick is ready to hatch. It falls off within the first week of hatching
after it is no longer needed.
Exterior album ent: The narrow fluid layer next to the shell
m em brane in an egg
Fertilized egg: An egg containing an em bryo that will produce a
baby chick
Flighty: Unstable behavior
Flock: A group of chickens
Free-range: Chickens that are not caged
Frizzled: Feathers that curl on a bird and give the appearance of a
fuzzy, fluffy look
Fryer: A chicken, typically sm aller, bred for m eat. Another nam e for
broiler, this is the type of chicken found m ostly in grocery stores.
G erm inal disk or blastoderm : The sm all circular spot on the
surface of the yolk. It is the point where sperm  enters the egg.
G izzard: The part of the chicken‒s digestive system  that contains the
grit used to breakdown the food
Hackles: The feathers located on a chicken‒s back between the
shoulder and neck
Heavy breed: A breed in which the fem ale weighs m ore than 5 »
pounds
Hen: A fem ale chicken after her first m olt
Hock: The joint between the thigh and shank on a chicken
Hybrid: A crossbreed
Incubation: The stage of a chicken‒s life cycle when the fertilized



egg is in an artificial incubator or under a hen as it m atures 21 days
to hatch
Keel: The blade of a chicken‒s breastbone.
Kill cone: A cone-shaped cylinder tube, typically m ade out of plastic
or steel, to place chickens in upside down for slaughter and to drain
the blood from  their bodies after they have been killed
Lacing: The m arkings on a chicken‒s feathers. This can som etim es
help identify the breed. It is a contrasting color on the edge of a
feather.
Layer: A hen proficient in laying eggs
M andibles: The upper and lower part of a beak
M arek‒s disease: A highly contagious viral neoplastic disease in
chickens
M ash: Finely ground food usually used to feed baby chicks
New castle‒s disease: Avian distem per affecting the respiratory
system
M iddle album en: The thick, white layer of dense m atter known as
the egg white inside of an egg
M olt: The shedding of feathers on a bird. It usually takes 3 m onths to
com plete the process, and it occurs once a year. Hens do not lay
eggs during this tim e.
M ottled: M arkings on a chicken‒s coat. The feather‒s tips or spots on
the feather have a contrasting color, typically black with a white tip.
Nest boxes: An area in the coop that hens can lay eggs and sit on
them  until they hatch if they are fertilized
Nest egg: A fake egg or egg replacem ent to fool a hen into thinking
she has laid an egg to induce egg laying in the bird
Nucleus of pander: The plug of whitish yolk inside the yellow yolk
that is purely for nutritional value
O vum : A hen‒s egg cell
Pasted vent: A condition in which a chick or chicken‒s vent is
clogged with feces; m ore com m on in baby chicks than chickens



Pecking order: The social hierarchy in a flock of chickens
Pencil: M arkings on a chicken‒s coat
Pellet: Food for birds, com pressed into a long, cylinder shape
Pinfeather: Som etim es called a ―blood feather.‖ It is a developing
feather on a bird. It can be a new feather during infancy or a
replacem ent feather during m olting.
Plucker: A piece of equipm ent that rem oves feathers from  a dead
chicken, turkey, duck, or other poultry; can be com m ercial and
autom ated or hom em ade
Pox: A virus in which wart-like bum ps appear on the wattles and
com bs of chickens
Pullet: A fem ale chicken under 12 m onths of age
Purebred: A breed of chicken whose parents are the sam e breed
Run: An area of space for chickens to run, forage, and roam
Rooster: An adult m ale chicken
Scalder: A piece of equipm ent that subm erges a dead anim al,
typically a bird or fowl, with the intent to burn the feathers off the
carcass
Sexing: The process of determ ining the gender of a baby chick
Spangled: A ―V‖ m arking at the tip of a feather on a chicken‒s coat
Splash: A term  used to describe the colors and m arkings on chicks‒
and chickens‒ coats
Spur: A stiff, sharp spine on the leg rear of a chicken‒s leg
Stress: To a chicken, stress can be triggered by a num ber of things,
including loud noises, overcrowding, children, other anim als, and
bright light. Stress is harm ful for chickens because they are sensitive
birds. Too m uch stress can cause illness, decreased egg production,
and even death in som e cases.
Thrush: A condition in a chicken that affects the upper digestive
tracts
Tw isted legs: A leg deform ity in birds
W attle: The fleshy pieces of skin that hang down on either side of a



chicken‒s beak. It can be used in identifying a breed of chicken and is
typically larger on m ales than fem ales.
W heaton: The color of a chicken‒s coat, referring to an array of
browns and tans
Vent: The opening in the rear of a chicken where eggs and bodily
excretions pass through
Yolk: The yellow m ass of m aterials found in an egg that surrounds
and provides nutrients to the developing em bryo and consists of
protein, lecithin, and cholesterol



Chickens and People
W hat cam e first: the chicken or the egg? There are several theories. Som e
scientists agree on the theory that chicken eggs developed as dinosaurs evolved
into birds, thus reptile eggs cam e first. O thers believe the chicken cam e first
based on a protein found in both eggs and chickens. B ut w hatever the case,
chickens originated in India and Thailand from  the single R ed Junglefow l breed
and evolved through the centuries into hundreds of breeds as they w ere carried
from  continent to continent.

The origin and history of chickens
It m ay be hard to im agine, but sketches of chickens found on shards of pottery
and on cave w alls suggest that during the R om an Em pire, these birds w ere
w orshipped. Long before being considered a m enu item , they w ere used as
sacrifices to R om an and G reek gods. In G reek culture, the G reeks w ould offer
chickens as sacrifices to the gods to try to appease them  or in the hopes of
receiving som ething they w anted. The R om ans, w ho w ere a superstitious people,
believed slaughtering a chicken could help them  m ake decisions in battle. ―The
K eeper of the Sacred C hickens‖ w as a position in the arm y and a title one of the
soldiers held. R om ans carried a cage of sacred chickens w ith them  w hen they
w ent to w ar. They w ould throw  food and crum ble at the bottom  of the chicken
cages w hen the troops needed assistance, such as w hen they should attack. If the
chickens ate, it w as a sign that everything w as fine. If they did not eat, then
som ething w as w rong, and the soldiers w ere to take caution.

In one particular battle, w hen the K eeper of the Sacred C hickens fed the birds,
they did not eat. The R om an general Publius C laudius Pulcher w as headstrong
and ignored the birds; he tossed their cage into the sea. H e said they could drink
if they did not w ant to eat. The R om ans then lost their battle, the B attle of
D repanum .

So how  did hens and roosters get from  A sia and Europe to A m erica? H istory
suggests C hristopher C olum bus carried chickens w ith him  on his ships from
Italy during his second voyage to the N ew  W orld. W ith today‒s ever-changing



technology, scientists still search for m ore specific answ ers and are conducting
D N A  testing on rem nants of chicken bones found in N orth and South A m erica.
These bones m ay predate C olum bus, indicating the birds w ere there before he
landed on the continent. If this is the case, a breed of chicken m ay have
developed in the W estern H em isphere from  another breed of bird, or another
explorer m ight have brought chickens w ith him .

From  1500 to the 1900s, chickens w ere raised on sm all farm s and in fam ily
backyards prim arily for producing eggs. A m erica‒s poultry industry did not
com e to fruition until 1923, w hen C elia Steele, a housew ife in Sussex C ounty,
D elaw are, had the foresight to see that chickens also could be sold as broilers
and not just layers. A  broiler chicken is raised for m eat, and a layer lays eggs.
She saw  the profit potential and purchased 500 chicks intending to sell them  for
m eat. A t the tim e, poultry w as a delicacy and typically w as not sold for m eat, so
Steele‒s first flock sold for 62 cents per pound. Later in 1924, the birds sold for
57 cents per pound, w hich is the equivalent today of close to $15 per pound.
H om em akers and restaurant ow ners discovered the versatility of preparing
chicken (frying, broiling, roasting, and as stew  m eat), causing dem and to
increase.

B y 1926, Steele‒s flock increased to 10,000, and less than ten years later, the
prospering Steeles ow ned seven farm s. Even today, D elaw are, the birthplace of
the broiler chicken industry, rem ains one of the country‒s biggest chicken
producers; the state delivers m illions of birds each year.

The 1940s saw  the integration of the chicken industry. B efore that tim e, feed
m ills, farm s, processing operations, and hatcheries w orked independently of
each other, according to the N ational C hicken C ouncil. The integration of these
m ade the chicken industry m ore efficient and stream lined ‍  the feed m ills
loaned m oney to the farm s to buy chicks from  the hatcheries. W hen farm ers sold
the flock to the processors, they used the m oney they received from  the
processors to pay back the feed m ills. This practice becam e m ore com m on and
regulated as chicken consum ption increased. R efrigeration also helped the
industry because it allow ed consum ers to store their m eat longer. Factory
farm ing produced m ore products for less m oney, and raising chickens that



scratched around in the backyard becam e less popular and not as lucrative.

In the 1950s, production increased to m eet the needs of the baby boom . Vertical
integration ‍  w hen one com pany controls all processes from  m arketing to
production in an effort to reduce costs ‍  helped m anufacturers afford new
technology, w hich increased sales and profits. Entrepreneurs w ith vertical
integration system s controlled m ost of the chicken industry at this tim e. In the
1960s, m arketing expanded to television and print, w hich m ade poultry brand
nam es m ore recognized and popular than ever.

A utom ation technologies of the 1970s helped producers m eet consum er
dem ands. R egulations and law s becam e m ore focused on production as people
becam e m ore educated on the poultry‒s nutritional values, diseases associated
w ith chickens, and the process of speeding up chicken grow th. The governm ent
and the public scrutinized the cleanliness of chicken plants, the environm ents the
chickens lived in, and the w ay the birds w ere killed. Poultry w as not the only
industry w ith stricter regulations; the U nited States overall w as setting higher
standards and fine-tuning its food m arkets. R egulators‒ eyes w ere open to the
potential harm  of unsafe practices, and they closely m onitored the progress of
food production. D em and w as steadily increasing, and chicken producers
enhanced chicken grow th to m eet these needs because faster-grow ing birds
m eant m ore poultry available in a shorter am ount of tim e, w hich in turn m eant
increased profits.

In the 1980s, dem and for poultry expanded further, w hen fast-food restaurants
added chicken tenders and nuggets to their m enus. Fast-food giant M cD onald‒s,
fam ous for its burgers, introduced C hicken M cN uggets in 1983. B y the end of
the year, the chain w as the second-largest chicken retailer in the w orld, second to
K entucky Fried C hicken in the fast-food m arket. This chicken sensation helped
increase poultry sales overall. In 2003, the am ount of chicken nuggets sold in all
restaurants increased to m ore than 200 percent of the am ount sold in the 1990s.
M cD onald‒s is credited w ith introducing the nugget into the A m erican w ay of
life. It w as not just a fad; the chicken nugget becam e a staple that appeals to all
age groups.

B y 1992, chicken sales surpassed beef sales for the first tim e. In 2001, U .S.



exports of poultry to other countries reached $2 billion, an all-tim e high. N ot
only w ere poultry broilers boom ing w ithin A m erica, they w ere also increasing
globally.

Stricter law s developed in the past six decades to ensure the safety of the birds
produced for consum ption, and the U .S. D epartm ent of A griculture (U SD A )
enforces these rules. These law s becam e necessary after anim al-handling
practices w ere deem ed inhum ane, and factory conditions w ere ruled unclean.
B ecause of the new  rules, birds are less expensive than they once w ere. M ore
birds are currently available, w hich drives the cost dow n. The birds have m ore
m eat on their bones because they are given special feed to plum p them  up
quicker. They are produced in cleaner, safer environm ents than they w ere in the
past. A lthough debate continues over the hum ane treatm ent of these anim als,
governm ent regulations aim  to achieve the best possible conditions for both the
w orkers and the birds.



Breeds
Shopping for your new  feathered friends is fun but can be overw helm ing w ith all
of the choices available. To help you decide w hich breed is best for you, figure
out your prim ary reason for keeping birds. O w ning birds to show  in
com petitions or for ornam ental purposes is one reason. Som e people ow n
chickens prim arily for eggs, som e for m eat only, som e for both eggs and m eat
(these birds are referred to as dual), and som e for pets. In this chapter, you w ill
find the best breeds in each category.

First, it is helpful to know  the term inology of chickens in each stage of their
lives.

‛ A  chick is a baby chicken.
‛ A  hen is a m ature, adult fem ale chicken.
‛ A  rooster, or cock, is a m ature, m ale chicken that has not been castrated.
‛ A  pullet is a fem ale chicken under 1 year old.
‛ A  cockerel is a m ale chicken under 1 year old.
‛ A  capon is a castrated m ale bird.

You do not need to have a rooster for a hen to produce eggs. The eggs w ill not be
fertilized and w ill not hatch into baby chicks, but your flock w ill be m ore docile
w ithout a m ale. R oosters can be aggressive, especially w hen m ating w ith a hen.
If you have a m ale, you can still eat eggs the rooster fertilizes as long as the
em bryo has not started to form . A n em bryo only can form  under specific
conditions that your refrigerator does not m im ic.



Best Breeds for Exhibition
A ttend county fairs or local exhibitions to take a gander at the popular breeds
that participate in these events. A ny purebreds can be used for show , and som e
show s allow  for hybrids. O ne of the m ost prestigious organizations chicken
ow ners can join is the A m erican Poultry A ssociation (A PA )
(w w w .am erpoultryassn.com ), w hich uses a point system  to classify its
m em bers. For exam ple, if you participate in a state m eet or any A PA -sanctioned
show  w ith 750 to 1,499 birds, you receive ten points. The m ore points you
receive, the higher your standing in the association. The association has various
levels, including M aster Exhibitor, G rand M aster Exhibitor, and H all of Fam e
Exhibitor. O nce you reach each level, you receive an aw ard, such as a plaque
and recognition in the A PA  yearbook. Join the A PA  through their w ebsite, w here
you also can find m ore inform ation on w here m eets are located and how  to
register.

Start w ith sm all, local show s before traveling to larger regional show s w ith your
birds. This w ill give you an opportunity to learn from  m ore experienced chicken
fanciers and see how  the show s operate. W hen you are ready to show  your
chickens, be sure they are in top condition. Follow  the guidelines the judges
give, w hich should be outlined for you w hen you register. A sk a representative if
you do not receive them . Even a sm all detail that is not follow ed could
disqualify your bird. To avoid disappointm ent on show  day, be prepared ahead of
tim e, and m ake sure you understand all of the rules.

B elow  is a list of birds that are visually im pressive and are good breeds to
choose should you w ant to show  chickens.



Silkies
These birds originated in C hina and Japan and arrived in A m erica in the 1800s.
Their feathers do not have the barbicels that hold a norm al feather together,
w hich gives the birds the illusion they are fluffy. Their feathers are sim ilar in
texture to fur and are not like the sm ooth feathers other chickens have. They
typically have a topknot, w hich is a poof of feathers on top of their head, or
their faces can be com pletely covered w ith feathers, sim ilar to a shaggy dog.
Silkies com e in a variety of colors: red, buff, w hite, black, splash (a chicken that
is one color w ith a splash of another color highlighted typically on its head and
back), cuckoo (barred or striped w ith another color such as black and w hite), and
lavender, w ith blue/black skin and black bones. Their earlobes are blue or
turquoise, and their eyes are brow n or black.

The com b is the fleshy grow th on top of a chicken‒s head. It is a thin piece of
skin that com es in different shapes and is either red or purple. Som e chickens
have thicker com bs. Silkies have w alnut-shaped com bs that should be w ider than
they are long. Som e Silkies have pea com bs, w hich are low  com bs w ith three
ridges, or a thin single com b that is thin, attaches to the beak along the skull
w ith five or six grooves, and stands up. This type of com b probably w ould be
disqualified from  a show  because it is not the ideal com b for a pure breed.
W hereas m ost chickens have four toes, silkies have five, w hich adds to their
uniqueness.

M ale bantam  Silkies w eigh approxim ately 36 ounces. A  bantam  is a m iniature
version of a full-sized chicken, usually about one-fourth the size. The fem ale
bantam  w eighs about 32 ounces. The w eight of standard-sized Silkies is about 6
pounds for the m ale and 5 for the fem ale. These birds are not proficient egg
layers and lay only 50 to 120 eggs per year. Their eggs are a dark cream  to
brow n color.

Silkies are a docile breed, w hich m akes them  a great choice for novices. They
also m ake w onderful pets. B ecause their feathers are not w ebbed, they cannot
fly. Silkies, like all chickens, require a protective coop to keep them  safe from
predators. H ens and roosters of this breed are know n for their parenting skills.



The roosters often call to the chicks w hen food is found, w hich, w ith other
breeds, is usually the hen‒s responsibility.



Show girls
Show girls are a crossbreed betw een Silkies and the naked neck Turken. It is an
ornam ental breed that looks like a m iniature version of an ostrich. They com e in
a bantam  size. These little birds have both m ale and fem ale genders, but both are
called Show girls, w hich is som etim es confusing.

They have five toes on each foot. They com e in w hite, black, buff, blue,
lavender, and splash w ith dark skin. A  full crest of feathers sits on top of their
heads, but their necks are bare. Their bodies are fluffy, and their legs are
feathered. Like the Silkies, their com b is w alnut-shaped.

Show girls are gentle, friendly, and are perfect birds for new  chicken ow ners
looking for a docile breed that is easily handled. They bear confinem ent w ell,
and they w eigh about 3 pounds each. They do not require m uch space.

They have a relatively high production rate w hen it com es to laying eggs. Their
eggs are sm all and range in color from  cream y w hite to light tan. The naked neck
is a dom inant gene and w ill alw ays com e through. M ating tw o Show girls lessons
the quality of their feathers and im m une system , so breeders usually breed
Silkies to Turkens to continue to produce Show girls.

These birds m ake great birds to show . Their look is unique, and their dem eanor
is gentle. They are a crow d-pleaser and a judge favorite.



Andalusian
This breed had its start in Spain and w as further developed in the U nited States
and England. The A ndalusian lays w hite eggs. C olors seen in this breed are blue
(w hich is the required color to show  this breed of chickens), black, w hite, or
black and w hite. The adult blue chickens have slate blue feathers w ith a narrow
ridge of dark blue. This breed is an active forager, w hich w ill keep feed costs
dow n during w arm  w eather w hen the chicken can rem ain outside. H ow ever, the
bird is so active that it can run very fast, w hich m akes its capture quite the event.



Cochin
This C hinese ornam ental breed is a favorite for poultry show s. They have
feathered feet and com e in a variety of colors. It is a heavy breed, w ith roosters
w eighing up to 11 pounds. The hen only lays m edium -sized, brow n eggs for a
short tim e but m akes an excellent m other. She w ill even becom e a foster m other
to chicks of other breeds.



Am erican G am e
These feisty birds w ere originally bred for cockfighting, w hich is now  illegal in
the U nited States. A lthough they are not used for fighting, they still have a
natural instinct to be territorial, so adult cocks should be separated to avoid
fighting. D espite being aggressive birds, they are easily handled by hum ans.
Today, m any breed these chickens for exhibition because of their strong physical
and gam eness traits. The A m erican G am e is know n to be a hardy bird because of
their good flying and foraging skills. H ens of this breed lay m edium -sized eggs
that are w hite or cream -colored from  m id-spring to late sum m er or fall. The
A m erican G am e com es in virtually every color and can have pea, straight, triple,
or a com bination com b.

Clow n Face, also know n as Spanish, W hite-
Faced Black Spanish, and Spanish W hite-Ear
Their nam e says it all. They are w hite-faced w ith a black body. They are fancy
birds but proficient egg-layers as w ell. O riginating in Spain, C low n Faces are the
oldest of M editerranean breeds.

They have gray skin, a clean leg (no feathers) w ith dark shanks, and a single
com b, and their eggs are w hite. C low n Faces are slow  to develop, and their
w hite faces take about a year to com pletely develop. These birds tolerate
confinem ent and bear the heat w ell; how ever, they are prone to frostbite, so in
cold clim ates or in cold w eather it is im portant to take good care of them  and
keep them  in w arm  surroundings.

M ales w eigh about 6 pounds. Fem ales w eigh about 4 to 5 pounds. B antam s
usually w eigh around 2 »  pounds. These beautiful and unique birds are good
pets, as their tem peram ent is docile, and they are good exhibition birds.



Houdan
A  French ornam ental bird, H oudan w as developed from  Polish, C revecoeurs,
and possibly D orkings breeds. H oudans w ere com m only raised on sm all farm s
around the tow ns in N orm andy, France. C onsidered dual-purpose birds, these
birds are raised for their fine, tender, and juicy w hite m eat w ith delicate bones,
as w ell as their ability to produce an am ple am ount of eggs each year. They
com e in tw o varieties: m ottled and w hite. M ottled is a blended m ixture of tw o
colors. In this case, it is typically black and w hite. The chicks are a fluffy ball of
black and w hite m arkings w ith the beginnings of its tradem ark crest just starting
to flare out. The w hite variety w as created in A m erica.

H oudans have a V-shaped com b. Their legs are clean, and they have five toes.
Four of the toes are at the bottom  of the chicken‒s leg, and the fifth toe is higher
up on the leg. Their crest, w hich is a puff of feathers atop the head, is their m ost
noted feature. A s w ith all crested breeds, they need to be checked for m ites and
lice daily. The roosters w eigh 8 pounds and the hens w eigh 6 »  pounds. H oudan
bantam s are a delicate bird at about 3 pounds. The standard hen lays m edium ,
w hite eggs regularly, totaling about 100 eggs yearly. B antam  hens are sporadic
and are not proficient layers.

H oudans are easy to handle as they have a gentle nature. They are a good show
bird. They m ake good pets, too. They are available at m ost hatcheries or online.
Even though they are flighty birds, they bear confinem ent w ell. A ll they need is
som e room  to run and a roost at night to be content.



Brabanter
The B rabanter chicken is thought to have originated in the N etherlands. The
breed w as nearly extinct in the early 20th century but w as recreated from
G erm an breeds to becom e the chicken w e know  it to be today. B rabanters are
largely ornam ental birds. They have a crest that is tight and pointed forw ard,
w hich m eans it does not block their vision. B rabanters also have m uffs, w hich
are feathers that protrude from  the sides of the chicken‒s face, and som e have a
beard.

B rabanter bantam s are a cross betw een the bearded Polish bantam  and the
standard B rabanter. They w eigh about 3 pounds, w ith the standard rooster
w eighing about 7 pounds and the hen w eighing about 5 to 6 pounds.

There are several varieties of the B rabanter breed of chicken, including cream
and the gold colored, both of w hich are found in the U nited States. O utside of
the U nited States, there are other varieties, including self black, w hite, blue
laced, cuckoo, golden black half m oon spangled, silver black half m oon
spangled, yellow  w hite half m oon spangled, golden blue half m oon spangled,
and lavender. This breed is gentle, friendly, and w ould be a w elcom ed addition
to your flock or fam ily.



Frizzles
This bird is from  Southeastern A sia and gets its nam e from  its feathers, w hich
curl outw ard. Frizzles‒ colors include red, black, w hite, blue, silver-gray, splash
(spotted), and buff, and their eyes are red. A lthough Frizzle here refers to a breed
of chicken, the term  ―frizzle‖ is also a w ay to describe a bird that has fuzzy-
looking feathers.

Frizzles have a single com b on top of their heads and a clean leg that does not
have any feathers on it. The standard w eight for the rooster Frizzle is 11 pounds,
the hen is about 8 »  pounds, and the bantam  for this breed is 4 to 6 pounds. N ot
only are they popular show  birds, but they are also proficient egg layers; hens
can lay m ore than 200 eggs per year. Their eggs are cream  or tinted and of a
m edium  size.

Frizzles have a friendly dem eanor and docile tem peram ent, w hich m akes them
excellent additions to your fam ily. They are easy for novice chicken ow ners.
Their feathers do not fare w ell in w et w eather, so they need a dry coop. They do
not m ind being confined, so you could keep them  indoors.



Polish
A lso called a Padua or Poland, this chicken is m ost know n for the tall, starburst-
shaped crest that engulfs its head. Polish breeds are available in several colors
and m arkings. Solid colors are typically w hite, black, blue, and cuckoo (also
referred to as barred). Som e birds have lace m arkings and are gold, silver, and
cham ois. The crests can som etim es cover the chickens‒ eyes, so they can be
startled easily. U se a special w aterer, such as a nipple drinker, so the crest stays
dry and clean. Their com b is V-shaped or horn-shaped.

Polish roosters w eigh about 6 pounds, and hens w eigh 4 »  pounds. B antam s are
about 3 pounds for m ales and 2 pounds for fem ales. C are for this fow l requires
m ore w ork than other breeds because of their coat. They are a m agnet for m ites
because of the thickness of their topknot, w hich is another term  for crest. O ne
w ay to prevent m ites is to use a spray insect repellent, but be careful not to get it
in the bird‒s eyes. The birds should be kept dry because their thick feathers w ill
hold m oisture longer. Polish hens are good layers and produce 150 to 200 w hite
eggs per year. They are not good sitters, though, and have been know n to
abandon or destroy their eggs. You can use a hen that is broody (m eaning in her
fertile cycle and instinctively w ants to sit on eggs) or use an incubator for the
eggs this breed produces.



Yokoham a
This is a striking bird w ith a long tail that can grow  up to 2 feet long. They are
w hite and red, saddled, or red-shouldered, m eaning the feathers that cover their
shoulders and upper back are a strikingly different color than their body feathers.
Their skin is yellow . These are ornam ental birds and are not good layers or
typically used for m eat because they are not fleshy, nor are they tender to eat.
Their com bs are single and thin or w alnut-shaped and red in color.

Yokoham as require a taller coop and higher perch than m ost breeds because of
their m agnificent tail. The cock of the breed w eighs about 6 »  pounds, and the
hens w eigh about 5 »  pounds. The bantam  Yokoham a w eighs about 3 pounds
for a m ale and 2 »  pounds for a fem ale. The m ales tend to be aggressive and
dom inating. This breed is not recom m ended for a novice, but as you gain m ore
experience, they are an excellent ornam ental breed to show .



New  Ham pshire Red
W ith its bold, red and orange body and black tail, this bird is a classic vision of a
chicken. It is an A m erican breed derived from  the popular R hode Island R ed.
O riginally, these birds w ere bred for laying eggs, but their hearty bodies m ake
them  good m eat providers. Their eggs are brow n and typically classified as
large. Their red single com bs have five points, and their eyes are red. They m ake
great show  birds because of their colorful coats. This is one of the easiest breeds
to raise, and they are versatile to show , to use for egg laying, or to produce m eat.

N ew  H am pshire R eds are great for beginners because of their friendly nature and
tam e attitude. They are not aggressive or as flighty as other breeds and are easy
to handle. R oosters w eigh about 8 »  pounds, and hens w eigh about 6 »  pounds.
The bantam s w eigh about 5 »  pounds.



Japanese Bantam
This bird is a true bantam , m eaning it does not have a large counterpart. The
color varieties are w hite, black, black-tailed w hite, black-tailed buff (buff is a
rusty color), barred brow n red (m eaning they have a red body w ith brow n
stripes), grey, and w heaten (a cream y tan). They have a single red com b, red
earlobes, and black eyes. Their legs are short and clean w ith four toes.

The m ost notable feature of this bantam  is its tail. The body is petite, but the tail
is large and often reaches over the chicken‒s head. The m ales som etim es are
disqualified from  com petition because their tails are rye, or fall to the side rather
than standing erect. The fem ales have profuse tails, but not as large as the
m ales‒.

The Japanese B antam  is not a proficient egg layer, and the eggs they lay are tiny
and rare. They m ake good pets because they are easy to tam e and gentle on
landscape, and they are social birds that w ill interact w ith people.



Black or Blue Sum atras
The B lack and the B lue Sum atras are beautiful, ornam ental birds that have long
tails. The B lack Sum atras, both the hen and the cock, have chocolate brow n eyes
and no w attles, w hich are the flaps of red or purple skin under a chicken‒s chin.
Their legs are clean, bluish in color, and have m ultiple spurs, or sharp
protrusions. Their faces are deep purple and their black plum age has a green
sheen to it.

The m ales have long, flow ing tails that hang dow n. They are a beautiful breed of
chicken w ith black skin and bones. They are bantam s, w ith the rooster w eighing
5 pounds and the hen w eighing 4 pounds. A lthough the hens lay about 100 eggs
per year, the birds them selves are used m ostly as a pet or show  bird and not for
their egg-laying ability. Their eggs are w hite, and the chicks often are born
yellow  w ith splashes of black.

B lack and B lue Sum atras are believed to be derived from  the jungle fow l and
possibly crossed w ith another species of bird, such as a pheasant or pheasant
crossbreed. They w ere im ported to the U nited States and Europe in 1847 from
the island of Sum atra, w hich is located in the far Southeast A sia.

A lthough som ew hat a rare breed of bird, m any hatcheries have the black, blue,
and a splash variety for sale. There is a W hite Sum atra, w hich is hard to find.
A lthough this breed m ostly is used as a show  bird, they are beautiful birds to
ow n and care for as pets.



Dutch
The tiniest bantam  of all, the D utch chicken, w eighs only 1 pound. It is a true
bantam  chicken w ith no large counterpart. The petite bird is som ew hat docile in
the fem ale gender, but the m ale has been com pared to a snapping turtle. They are
lively and active but tolerate confinem ent w ell. These little birds are perfect if
you do not have m uch room  for your flock to roam .

D utch chickens com e in several colors. They are silver, light brow n, blue, black,
w hite, bluish-light brow n (called blue partridge in the U K ), and m any other
colors. They have a clean leg, w ith w hite skin and w hite or blue shanks. Their
earlobes are w hite. D utch hens produce about 100 tiny eggs per year.

These birds w ere originated in H olland w here they are still popular today. They
w ere introduced to the U nited States shortly after W W II but did not catch on in
popularity. In the 1970s, they w ere reintroduced once again. D utch bantam s are
an exhibition favorite.



Appenzeller Spitzhauben
The A ppenzeller Spitzhauben‒s origin is in Sw itzerland. This breed of chicken
forages w ell and loves to roam  the m ountainside and roost in trees. It is a rare
breed but a beautiful bird w ith crested feathers on top of its head. Spitzhauben
m eans pointed bonnet, w hich is w hat the crest looks like. It is available in blue
spangled, black spangled, gold, gold spangled, silver spangled, and barthuhner.

The rooster A ppenzeller Spitzhauben w eighs about 4 »  pounds, and the hens
w eigh about 3 »  pounds. Their com b is V-shaped, except in the barthuhner
variety. They have a rose com b and no crest. The A ppenzeller Spitzhauben has a
clean, blue leg, w ith four toes. Their eyes are brow n. Their eggs are w hite and
m edium  size. They are average egg layers, laying about 155 eggs yearly.

These birds are very active and do not bear confinem ent w ell. They love to roam
and forage for insects. They require little food and are easy to m aintain. If you
w ant an A ppenzeller Spitzhauben, be sure you have lots of room  for them  to
roam , and m ake sure their run and coop are secure. They like to take flight as
best as they can. Their nature is overall friendly, docile, and calm . They are good
in all clim ates. Their com bs and w attles are relatively sm all, w hich m eans in
cold w eather there is little skin susceptible to frostbite.

A lthough A ppenzeller Spitzhaubens are rarely found in the U nited States of
A m erica, they are popular in Europe. They are not recognized by the A m erican
Poultry A ssociation, possibly because of their lim ited availability in the U .S.



Aseel
A seels are a som ew hat rare bird and one of the oldest breeds of chickens. They
originate from  India and w ere developed to be an aggressive, belligerent bird.
The instinct to fight is a dom inant gene that has been bred into them . It is said
that even chicks just a few  w eeks old w ill start attacking their ow n m other. M ore
than one rooster should not be in your flock. H ow ever, ow ners claim  that these
birds are docile tow ard people and easy to care for at hom e.

The A seel‒s feathers are short, hard, and glossy. A seels have strong, curved
necks and short beaks, m aking their faces alm ost predator-like. Their eyes are
pearl colored and set close together. The skin and legs are yellow , and they have
a clean leg w ith 4 toes. This bird does not have a w attle or a crest. Their pea
com b is sm all.

A seels are kept as pets or used as an ornam ental breed. They are available in
black-breasted red, dark, spangled, w hite, and w heaton. They bear confinem ent
w ell and are fine in any clim ate. H ens w eigh 4 pounds, w hile roosters w eigh
betw een 5 and 6 pounds. B antam s are 2 »  pounds. The hens are low -producing
egg layers. They lay light brow n eggs of a m edium  size.



Crevecoeur
This beautiful yet rare breed w as originally m eant to be a table bird, w hich is a
bird m eant to eat, but its striking coat and crest m ake it a popular ornam ental
bird used for show . C revecoeurs hail from  N orm andy, France. B lack is the only
color recognized, but som e variations are blue. B ecause their feathers are
delicate, they are best suited for clim ates w ith w arm er w eather; cold and w et
regions are hard on them . They do w ell in confinem ent but are active and need
room  to run during the day.

These chickens have a clean leg, w ith four toes on each foot. They are friendly
and quiet, and the hens are seldom  broody. U nder all of those black feathers is
w hite skin, and they have dark shanks. C revecoeurs have a V-shaped com b and a
long w attle. The roosters w eigh about 7 to 8 pounds and hens w eigh about 6
pounds.

The eggs of the m other hens are m edium  size and w hite. They lay about 2 eggs
per w eek or about 100 eggs a year. O verall, the C revecoeur can provide plenty of
eggs, it is a good size for a table bird, friendly enough to be a pet, and it has
unique features for show ing and com petitions. It is an endangered bird but can
be found at various hatcheries online.



Sicilian Buttercup
This M editerranean class of chicken w as discovered in 1892 in Italy. It is nam ed
B uttercup because its com b is a perfect buttercup com b w ith 5 points. The rich
colors of the roosters and hens of this breed attracted the attention of A m ericans
w ho show  birds. The m ales are a rich, orange-red bird w ith black spangles in
their feathers. Their lustrous black tail has a green sheen to it. The fem ale
B uttercup is a deep gold or am ber, and black spangles accent all of her feathers.
Their shanks and toes are olive or yellow  green, their skin is yellow , and their
earlobes are w hite.

B uttercups are foragers by nature and prefer to be free-range. They do not bear
confinem ent w ell, and ow ners claim  their birds are friendly but restless. O ne of
the m ost typical characteristics of this breed is that they tend to be a bit w ild and
do not prefer to be social w ith people.

The hens are seldom  broody, and they have a low  egg production. The eggs they
do produce are sm all and w hite. Even though they do not provide an am ple
supply of eggs, they are attractive show  birds that w ill surely please the crow d.
They are a sm all bird and only w eigh 4 to 5 pounds.



Pekin Bantam
The true bantam , Pekin B antam , from  C hina circa 1830, is an ornam ental breed
w ith an uncertain history. There are several theories surrounding this breed. O ne
rum or is that the first Pekin B antam  w as stolen from  the C hinese em peror‒s
private collection in 1860. A nother theory is that the breed w as brought from
C hina to Q ueen V ictoria as a gift and then bred w ith other breeds, w hich
explains the breed that w e know  today.

These light birds are great for show . They are extrem ely gentle and m ake for
great fam ily pets as w ell. C hildren w ill delight in fact that Pekin B antam s are
lively and active, yet very docile and w ell adjusted. They are so petite that they
require little room . They love to forage for garden bugs and other pests.



M alay
The M alay chicken com es from  Eastern A sia. This aggressive chicken is not
recom m ended for novice chicken ow ners. The breed stands tall; som e are
reported to be close to 3 feet tall. The M alay is also a heavy breed, w ith roosters
w eighing 8 to 9 pounds and hens w eighing about 7 pounds. Flighty and w ild,
M alays do not tolerate confinem ent. W ith their long legs, slanted eyes, and tight
feathers, this breed looks intim idating.

M alays have a clean leg w ith four toes. They have a reputation for being
vigorous and having a hardy constitution. They com e in black, w hite, spangled,
red pyle, black-breasted red, and w heaton for the fem ale only. The com b is
straw berry.

M alay hens are poor egg layers. O n average, they lay one egg per w eek, and the
hens are not broody. M alay chickens should have lots of room  to run, roam , and
forage. C old w eather does not suit this breed w ell because their feathers are hard
and do not provide m uch insulation. Softer feathers, such as dow n, hold body
heat and protect the birds from  the cold. M alays are best kept as an ornam ental
bird.



Best Chickens for Egg Laying
A  good egg layer w ill produce 150 to 250 eggs per year. H ens usually start to lay
eggs about 4 to 6 m onths old and w ill continue to lay eggs into their teens. A s a
rule, good egg layers should have deep, full abdom ens. Eggs com e in different
colors but taste the sam e, and a hen alw ays w ill lay the sam e color egg. If you
are a novice ow ner and w ould like to get chickens prim arily for eggs, you w ill
need only about four birds to get started, w hich w ill give you 20 to 28 eggs per
w eek.



Araucana
N ot only is this bird a good layer, but also the eggs she produces are blue-green
or turquoise. Som e varieties of this chicken also lay pink eggs or brow n eggs
w ith pink hues. These eggs are perfect for Easter decorating, gifts for neighbors,
or just to add som e variety in your egg basket. The chickens com e in partridge
(black stripes that m eet at the m iddle of the feather then m ove outw ard), silver-
blue partridge, yellow  partridge, faw n, w heaten (cream y tans), w hite, black, and
lavender.

The roosters of this breed w eigh about 5 pounds, and hens w eigh about 4
pounds. B antam s of the breed w eigh 28 ounces for a m ale and 26 ounces for a
fem ale. A raucanas can be tailed or rum pless, m eaning w ithout a tail. They have
a pea com b that is low  to the head w ith three ridges, and they have a clean leg
w ithout any feathers. A  unique feature of these birds is the tufts of feathers they
have by their ears.

A raucanas are a good choice for novice bird ow ners because they have high
energy, but it is okay to pen them . Their hom e should offer fresh green grass
every day, so a m obile coop or allow ing them  to roam  freely m ight be best. They
w ill provide you w ith about 200 eggs per year.



Cream  Legbar
The Legbar breed of chicken has three varieties: gold, silver, and cream . The
gold and silver varieties are a type of Leghorn and lay cream -colored or w hite
eggs. The C ream  Legbar, though, is an autosexing, blue egg layer, w hich m eans
you can tell the sex of the chick by the color of its feathers. C ream  Legbars are
very popular for their egg laying abilities. They lay green and blue eggs.

This breed is a m ix of B arred R ock, B row n Leghorn, and A raucana breeds.
Through m uch trial and m any generations of m ating, the C ream  Legbar w as
developed. The process began in the 1930s. If you w ere to cross your ow n
chickens of the aforem entioned breeds, you m ostly w ill not have the sam e result.
Through the generations of breeding, the ideal hybrid w as developed w ith the
dom inant genes presiding to ensure colorful eggs.

C ream  Legbars have a yellow  beak, a sm ooth, red face; red com b; and red, long
and thin w attles. The com b is a single erect com b w ith five to seven even spikes.
The com b is sm aller in m ales than it is in fem ales. The earlobes are pale blue on
both the m ale and fem ale. They have a crest on the back top portion of their
head. Their skin is yellow  w ith a clean leg. C ream  Legbars have four evenly
spaced toes on each foot. Their shanks are typically strong, clean, and rounded.

The roosters are m uscular birds w ith long, feathered necks and a tail that sits at a
45-degree angle. The fem ales are decent egg layers and produce about 180 eggs
per year. The tem peram ent of both genders is flighty. They are noisy birds w ith
cackles that are sim ilar to those of the A raucana. They are hearty in any clim ate,
but do not bear confinem ent w ell. They are non-broody, but nervous. If you are
looking for a bird to provide you w ith a colorful array of eggs and you are able
to tolerate the noise, this m ay be the breed for you.



Ancona
O riginating near A cona, Italy, this breed is black w ith w hite-tipped feathers.
They are a sm aller chicken that lays about five sm all, w hite eggs per w eek. This
breed can be flighty. This trait com bined w ith their darker color helps them
avoid predators.



Holland
This often-overlooked breed has a high productivity of m edium , w hite eggs.
This breed does w ell in all clim ates, even extrem e cold. H ow ever, their single
com b m ight becom e frostbitten in the w inter. A s a calm  and hardy breed that
forages w ell, these birds are able to adapt to virtually any surrounding. They are
know n to be quiet, friendly, and calm  chickens, and hens of this breed seldom
becom e broody.



Sussex
These birds, w hich originated in Sussex C ounty, England, are also know n as
Speckled Sussex in A m erica. They are plum p birds, available in w hite, silver,
red, brow n buff, and speckled. Avoid exposing this bird to excessive sunlight
because their coats have a tendency to becom e brassy. The speckled variety gets
m ore speckled w ith each m olting, m aking it an attractive bird.

Sussex chickens have a single com b and a clean leg. They are a heavy breed
w eighing about 9 pounds for the m ale and 7 pounds for the fem ale. The bantam
variety is about 4 pounds. The earlobes and eyes are both red, and their skin is
w hite. They are proficient egg layers, laying 240 to 260 eggs per year. They are
also plum p enough for m eat. Their eggs are large and cream  to light-brow n
color.

B ecause they are alert, curious, and docile, these chickens m ake great pets. They
can be free-range or penned. This hearty breed w ill lay eggs even in the coldest
part of the season, w hich is not typical in all breeds.



Leghorns
In A m erica, the colors of the Leghorn range from  w hite, black, red, C olum bian
(m ostly w hite body w ith a black tail or black w ing tips on tail), partridge (black
stripes m eeting at the m iddle of the feather then m oving outw ard), brow n, silver
partridge, and black-tailed red w ith w hite skin.

Their com bs are large and can be single or rose, w hich m eans alm ost flat on top
and fleshy w ith sm all, round protuberances. They have red eyes and a clean leg.
W hite earlobes are a trait of the Leghorn that indicates a good egg layer. H ens
w ill produce about 200 w hite eggs each year.

R oosters are som ew hat aggressive, and the breed in general can be excitable and
noisy. Leghorns like to take flight. Ideally, they need large, tall coops that allow
m ovem ent but w hich are secure. It is also a good idea to have trees w ith
branches for the birds to perch on, as this w ill help satisfy their desire to fly. The
bantam s are calm er than their larger counterparts. The rooster w eighs typically 6
pounds and the hen 4 »  pounds. B antam s of this variety w eigh about 1 pound.



Rose Com b Brow n
The R ose C om b B row n is a variety of the Leghorn chicken breed. The m ale
w eighs about 6 pounds, the fem ale w eighs about 4 »  pounds, and the bantam s
w eigh in at about 3 pounds.

The Leghorn varieties, including R ose C om b B uff, Single C om b Silver, Single
C om b W hite, Single C om b B lack, and Single C om b D ark B row n, are all
proficient egg layers. They are an econom ical bird to ow n to produce m ore than
200 eggs a year. The R ose C om b B row n produces w hite eggs. Som e varieties of
the Leghorn breed produce brow n eggs. M ost of the w hite eggs found in grocery
stores are from  Leghorns.

Their hom es should be tall and large coops as they are flighty birds like
Leghorns. They are easy to care for as they are independent and are good
foragers. They m ake great pets, lay alm ost an egg a day, and are good for m eat,
too. They are a great value.



Friesian
This ancient breed of chicken originated in the Friesian Islands. Their unique
and dazzling m arkings m ake this a great ornam ental bird, as w ell as a good layer.
The Friesian‒s feathers com e in cham ois penciled, silver penciled, and gold
penciled coloring. A lthough this breed has been around for m ore than 1,000
years, it is relatively new  to the U nited States and w as introduced in the 1980s.

Friesians are not only know n for their beauty. They lay about 230 w hite eggs per
year. They are a sm all breed w ith roosters w eighing 6 pounds, hens w eighing 5
pounds, and bantam s w eighing betw een 2 »  and 3 pounds.

The tem peram ent of this breed is extrem ely nervous. These birds are flighty and
not easily kept in a confined space. If you have lots of room  for these chickens to
forage and w ant an egg layer, this m ay be a good bird for you to ow n. They are
beautiful and serve m any purposes.



Australorp
These chickens have w hite skin and black and blue feathers w ith a beetle-green
sheen that sunlight enhances. Their com bs are single and bright red. The eyes,
beak, and earlobes are dark. Their legs are clean and are slate blue, except for the
toes and soles of the feet, w hich are w hite.

The A ustralorp w eighs up to 10 pounds for a rooster and up to 8 pounds for a
hen. The bantam s w eigh betw een 28 and 36 ounces. Their tem peram ent is quiet
and gentle, w hich m akes them  perfect for children to handle, and the neighbors
w ill not even know  they are there. They produce brow n eggs, and ow ners should
expect about 200 eggs during the laying season, w hich ends w hen the w eather
gets cold. A ustralorps do not fly and tend to stay grounded because they are
heavy. Their hom e and run do not have to be especially secure to keep them  in,
just secure enough to keep predators out.



Catalana
This bird is popular in South A m erica and Spain but is also available in N orth
A m erica. They are hardy birds and good egg layers. They are buff colored, and
som e have a black tail. They are a large breed, w ith m ales w eighing 6 to 7
pounds and fem ales w eighing 4 to 6 pounds. B antam s are about 3 pounds. They
have a single com b w ith six points, and the m ale‒s com b stands erect. They also
have a clean leg and four toes. Their w attles are red, and their earlobes are w hite.

The hens lay m edium -size eggs, w hich are cream -colored or som etim es tinted
pink. A lthough these birds are not aggressive, they are active and flighty. They
do not particularly like confinem ent and w ould prefer free-range living w ith lots
of room  to m ove. The m ales can be aggressive tow ard each other. This breed
fares w ell in the heat and hot environm ents.



Ham burg
H am burgs or H am burghs derive from  H olland. They com e in silver-spangled,
golden-spangled, golden-penciled, silver penciled, and black and w hite. This
breed is typically a sm all bird, w ith the adult m ale w eighing 5 pounds and
fem ales w eighing about 4 pounds. B antam s w eigh 1 »  pounds.

They have clean legs w ith 4 toes, and their com b is rose. Their skin is w hite w ith
slate blue shanks. The hens are proficient egg layers and lay about 200 sm all
w hite eggs yearly. They fare w ell in the w inter. H am burgs are alert, active birds
that do not do w ell in confinem ent. They fare better as free-range birds.
H am burgs tend to avoid hum an contact and are not as friendly as other breeds.
This chicken breed is spritely, though and w ill not disappoint if you w ant an egg
layer.



Fayoum i or Egyptian Fayoum i
The Egypitan Fayoum i dates back to B .C ., originating in the area along the N ile
R iver in Egypt. The roosters w alk tall w ith an im pressive posture. Their carriage
is alm ost vertical, w hich gives them  a long, lean look. They are flighty birds and
know n to be excellent escape artists if you keep them  confined. Fayoum is
m ature quickly, and the m ales w ill try to crow  as early as 5 or 6 w eeks old. They
continue their enthusiasm  for crow ing as they grow . Your nearest neighbor m ay
not be a fan of the early m orning ritual, so be sure you are prepared.

Fayoum is w eigh in at 4 pounds for the m ale and 3 pounds for the fem ale. The
hens can start laying eggs as early as 4 m onths. They lay sm all, w hite eggs.
Fayoum is have rose com bs, w hite skin, and slate blue or w illow  green shanks. If
you live in a w arm  clim ate, these hardy birds endure heat w ell. They are
econom ical eaters and are inexpensive to raise.

Lakenvelder
This chicken is a sight to behold. The Lakenvelder‒s head and tail are a deep
black color. Its body and breast are snow y w hite. The com b, w attle, and eyes are
bright red. This breed is a classic chicken. They have a high carriage. That,
com bined w ith the striking colors of their feathers, m akes them  a great show  bird
as w ell as a proficient layer. Lakenvelders are a lightw eight breed, too. The
rooster w eighs 5 pounds, and hens w eigh 4 pounds.

Lakenvelders com e from  G erm any. They are not aggressive tow ard other
chickens. A lthough they tend to take flight, they adapt w ell as free-range birds or
in confinem ent. These birds tend to be shy and not social tow ard people, but they
are a hardy breed and can live in a variety of clim ates. U nderneath their feathers,
Lakenvelders have w hite skin and dark shanks.

The hens have a high production rate for laying eggs; they lay about 200 eggs a
year. The eggs are sm all and w hite.

There are different versions of the Lakenvelder, including the G olden
Lakenvelder and the m ore com m on Silver Lakenvelder. B antam s are the
Vorw erk variety, w ith a black and gold com bination. Lakenvelder is said to



translate from  D utch to m ean ―shadow  on a sheet.‖



G ingernut Ranger
The G ingernut R anger is a cross betw een a R hode Island R ed and a Light
Sussex. These docile, yet friendly birds are proficient egg layers w ith hens
laying 150 to 200 large brow n eggs per year. This breed of chicken has a deep
breast, an upw ard pointing tail, and w ings that give the appearance of being
neatly tucked to the sides.

Their legs are clean and yellow , and each foot has four toes. The com b and
w attle are both m edium  size. The face is sm ooth and red. H ens w eigh 5 to 6
pounds, and roosters w eigh 7 to 8 pounds.

This gentle bird is a great forager and w ould be happy to w ander throughout
your garden in search of slugs, bugs, and other treats. They m anage w ell in
confinem ent. O verall, G ingernut R angers are an easy bird to start out w ith for
new  chicken ow ners.



Easter Eggers
Easter Eggers are, by far, the m ost fun variety of chicken to ow n. Easter Eggers
are not a breed, but rather a variety of chicken that does not conform  to any
breed. It does not belong to a class, and therefore cannot be show n in a
com petition. These birds tend to be quite friendly and social. Easter Eggers lay
colorful, extra-large eggs from  blue to green to aqua and pink in different shades
of those colors.

Easter Eggers bear confinem ent w ell and are hardy, so they can endure hot, cold,
w et, or dry clim ates. They are docile and m ake for a w onderful fam ily pet.
C hildren w ill m arvel at the different colored eggs ‍  and adults w ill, too.

These birds have a clean leg w ith four toes on each foot. They are a large fow l
but have a bantam  counterpart. R oosters w eigh 7 pounds, hens w eigh about 5 to
6 pounds, and bantam s are about 3 pounds. H ens lay about 200 eggs a year, but
som e have been know n to lay 6 to 8 eggs per w eek. This w ould give you close to
400 eggs yearly. They are w ell w orth the investm ent.

Easter Eggers are easy to find because they are a com m on m ixed breed. O ften,
they are m istakenly labeled A raucanas or A m ericaunas because of the sim ilarity
of their colored eggs. B oth of these breeds produce colorful eggs and are m ost
likely crossed w ith the Easter Egger, but A raucanas and A m ericaunas are both
recognized breeds.



Best Chickens for M eat
C hickens not only provide fresh eggs, but also they can provide m eat for your
fam ily. Som e ow ners becom e attached to their flocks and do not think they can
slaughter a chicken for food, but as long as it is perform ed in a quick and
hum ane m anner, killing a bird for food is an honorable w ay to end its life.



Dorking
This B ritish breed has been around for about 2,000 years, and its specific
purpose is to be a plum p, m eaty bird able to feed a fam ily. Its colors are red,
silver-gray, and w hite. The com bs of silver-gray and red birds should be single.
The com bs of w hite birds should be rose, w hich m eans they are fleshy, flat, and
broad on the top. The com bs are broad and solid, and the m ain part has a curved
surface w ith sm all and round protuberances.

The rooster w eighs betw een 10 to 14 pounds, and the hen w eighs 8 to 10
pounds. B antam s w eigh up to 3 pounds and are good for m eat. Their legs are
clean, short, and w hite w ith five toes. Their earlobes are red, and their eggs are
w hite. D orkings w ill lay about three eggs per w eek.

These birds are docile and easy to handle. They do not like confinem ent m uch
and w ill be happier free-range. You need sufficient space for them  to forage for
insects and w ander. D orkings take up to tw o years to m ature, and they live up to
seven years. C hickens of som e breeds have been know n to live up to 20 years,
though eight to ten years is the average life span for a chicken. Feed that is
balanced and provides proper nutrients w ill give you a m eatier bird.



Langshan
C hina is w here the Langshan originated; it w as discovered in the 1800s. The
Langshan w as popular in late 19th century A m erica because of its qualities.
They can tolerate all clim ates, are m eaty, and are adequate egg producers. They
also have a gentle tem peram ent. They are blue, black, and w hite, w ith a single
com b and w hite skin. The blue and black birds have a green or purple sheen to
them  in sunlight. G reen is a m ore desirable color and represents a m ore
prestigious bloodline. Their eyes are dark or black. Langshans have long, clean
legs w ith four toes. Som e varieties have lightly feathered legs. B y today‒s
standards, these birds are big but are not as m eaty as som e com m ercially
produced chickens. These chickens stand tall, about 20 to 24 inches high and
w eigh 7 to 8 pounds. Their tails can be long, about 18 to 24 inches, and are erect
and carried at a high angle.

These birds are m edium  egg producers; they provide about 140 to 150 eggs
yearly. The eggs they lay are light to dark brow n and, in som e cases, plum -
colored. These are not as com m on but are the m ost desirable color. Langshans
are a good choice for new  chicken ow ners because they are gentle and docile.



Cornish
C ornish chickens w ere developed prim arily for m eat in C ornw all, England. This
breed‒s tradem ark is its m uscular body and excellent carcass shape. They have
yellow  skin, and their feathers are short and close to the body. The feathers range
in colors that are dark, w hite, buff, and w hite-laced red. Their eyes are reddish-
brow n, and they have a single pea com b. Their legs are clean, and they have four
toes.

The roosters of this breed w eigh about 10 »  pounds, and the hens w eigh 8
pounds. B antam s w eigh about 3 to 5 pounds. C ornish chickens are the standard
breed for grocery stores because of their m eaty bodies. They have skyrocketed in
the industry to becom e the top-selling fryer or broiler chicken.

These birds are not proficient egg layers, but they do produce brow n eggs. They
are not friendly poultry, so they are not the best choice for a pet. C ornish
chickens tend to be noisy. They do w ell in confinem ent, but they need exercise
to help them  keep their m uscular, m eaty shape. They are also energetic birds that
are alw ays on the m ove.



Brahm a
The nam e of this bird com es from  the R iver B rahm aputra in India. B rahm as are
som etim es referred to as the ―K ing of C hickens‖ because of their large size.
They com e in an assortm ent of colors, including buff C olom bian (m eaning they
have black tails or black-tipped feathers on their tail), gold, and w hite. Their
coats can be light or dark in color. They have red eyes and a sm all, single pea
com b. Their legs are feathered.

B rahm a roosters are docile, even som ew hat subm issive com pared w ith other
breeds, and they w eigh betw een 10 and 12 pounds. H ens w eigh 7 to 9 pounds,
and bantam s w eigh about 38 ounces for a m ale and 32 ounces for a fem ale.

B rahm as are good egg layers and produce about 140 brow n eggs yearly.
A lthough they are large birds, they are gentle and easy to handle. They take up to
tw o years to m ature. B rahm as need a dry environm ent, but they can fare w ell in
hot or cold clim ates. They do not fly and are content behind a 2-foot fence.



Faverolles
This chicken is a crossbreed developed originally to produce hearty, plum p birds.
The lineage of the Faverolle is m ost likely a m ixture of several breeds, including
H oudan, D orking, M alines, w hite-skinned light B rahm a, and the com m on five-
toed fow l. The colors are black, buff, laced blue, salm on, w hite, and erm ine (a
light-colored bird). They have light red eyes and a single com b.

The w eight of the m ale bird is 9 to 11 pounds, and the fem ale is 7 »  to 9 »
pounds. B antam s are about 2 pounds. Their legs are lightly feathered, and they
have five toes. They are productive egg layers and lay about 100 light brow n
eggs each year, even through the w inter m onths. These active birds are alw ays
on the go and need room  to roam . They are gentle and som etim es can be bullied
by m ore aggressive breeds, such as the C ornish, old English gam e, or m odern
gam e chickens.



Cubalaya
This hearty bird com es in w hite, black, black-breasted red, or blue w heaton
(having a dark blue body w ith a rusty coat on top). They are good egg layers;
they produce cream -colored and tinted eggs but are raised prim arily for their
m eat. They are a beautiful, ornam ental bird w ith long tail feathers that curve
dow nw ard, know n as a lobster tail. They have bay-colored eyes, red w attles,
and a pea com b. They are rare in the U nited States, as they originated in C uba
and are not a popular breed here.

The birds w eigh 6 to 7 pounds for a m ale and 4 to 5 pounds for a fem ale.
B antam s are about 3 pounds. This breed is friendly and can be trained to eat out
of your hand. They can endure any clim ate and do w ell in confinem ent.



Scots Dum py
Scots D um py is know n by several nam es, including B akies, C raw lers, and
C reepies because of their short legs. This breed w as developed in the H ighlands
of Scotland and is now  a rare breed. Their m ost striking trait is their short,
squatty legs. The Scots D um py should have legs that are a m ere 2 inches long
from  the ground. They are a heavy bird w ith a lot of m eat on their bones. The
roosters w eigh in at 7 pounds, and the hens w eigh 5 »  to 6 pounds. B antam s of
this breed are about 3 pounds.

This breed‒s legs are short, w hite, and have no feathers. Each foot has four toes.
The eyes, com b, w attle, and earlobes of the Scots D um py are a bright red color,
and its beaks are w hite. Especially in the roosters, this breed‒s tail is long and
flow ing.

Scots D um pies are docile and gentle birds. They com e in a variety of colors to
include black, cuckoo, w hite, brow n, and silver and gold. A lthough their legs are
w hite in m ost varieties, in the black Scot D um py, legs are slate grey or black.

H ens of this breed are considered ideal m others. They care for their young and
are attentive to their needs. They do have a habit of going broody, though, w hich
can m ake them  territorial about their eggs and nests.

Best Chickens for Eggs and M eat
Som e chickens can provide both m eat and eggs for your fam ily. If you w ant to
keep your flock sm all or stick to one breed of chicken, you m ay w ant to begin
w ith one of the breeds listed below . C hickens that are proficient at laying eggs
and providing m eat are know n as dual-purpose birds.



Rhode Island Red
This bird is w ell know n throughout N orth A m erica and is one of the m ost
popular breeds because of its gentle nature and m ultifunctionality.

These chickens are easy to care for, great pets, excellent egg layers, and good
m eat providers. They are a deep red color, w ith som e varieties having black on
their tail or w ings and yellow  skin. Their com b is a single or rose that is broad
and solid w ith protuberances. The m ain part has a curved surface. They also
have a clean leg.

These birds are proficient egg layers and produce 250 to 300 brow n eggs per
year. The roosters w eigh about 8 »  pounds, and the hens w eigh 6 »  pounds. The
bantam s of this variety w eigh about 4 pounds. R oosters tend to be aggressive in
this breed, but overall R hode Island R eds are quiet and am icable. Long exposure
to the sun w ill cause their coat colors to fade. They are content w ith a standard
pen and coop.



Plym outh Rock
These chickens w ere bred for both m eat and eggs, and their colors vary. The
barred is a striking bird w ith w hite feathers and black, horizontal striping. They
also com e in w hite, buff, m ultiple penciled (a feather w ith several types of lines
or m arkings), triple laced (having several layers of a contrasting color around the
edge of the feather), penciled partridge (several lines or m arkings), m ultiple
penciled silver partridge, C olum bian (w hite w ith a black tail or black-tipped
feathered tail), buff C olom bian, and blue lace (m eaning the feathers have a
border of a contrasting color around the edge). Their skin is yellow , and their
legs are clean. The eyes are bay-colored, and they have red earlobes. A  single
m edium -size com b sits on top of their heads.

Plym outh R ocks w ill lay about 200 cream -or brow n-colored eggs in a year. They
are a hardy bird and w ill lay eggs throughout the w inter. R oosters w eigh
approxim ately 9 »  pounds, hens w eigh about 7 »  pounds, and bantam s are
betw een 4 and 5 pounds.



M arans
This breed of chicken w as developed in France in the 1920s around the tow n of
M arans. This versatile bird is fleshy for m eat, a good provider of eggs, friendly
enough to m ake a pet, and suitable for breeding. Their eyes are reddish-orange,
and their com b is single w ith up to seven serrations. Their earlobes are red, and
their bodies are black, dark cuckoo, golden cuckoo, and silver cuckoo. Their legs
are typically clean and are a light color, but som e variations have lightly
feathered legs. They have four toes.

R oosters of this breed w eigh about 8 pounds, and hens w eigh 7 pounds. B antam s
are about 30 ounces. M arans are m ost noted for their eggs, w hich are a rich
chocolate-brow n color. This breed does best free-range because they are busy
birds, constantly m oving about. A lthough friendly, they do not particularly like
to be handled. C onsider this if they w ill be around sm all children w ho m ay w ant
to hold them .



W yandotte
This heavy bird is a great layer of cream -or w hite-colored eggs; a hen can lay
150 to 220 eggs per year. They are fast-grow ing and have at least 14 color
variations in A m erica, including silver laced golden, w hite, black, buff,
C olom bian, partridge, silver penciled, and barred. Their skin is yellow , and their
color patterns m ake them  a popular breed for show .

W yandottes have rose com bs, red earlobes, and red w attles. Their legs are clean
w ith four toes. They like to take flight, so they should live in a covered run or
have their w ings clipped. This fow l has a good disposition and is typically calm
in nature, but the m ales can be aggressive. They w ill have their ow n hierarchy
am ong the flock, and m ore than one rooster can bring out their aggressive
nature.

R oosters w eigh about 8 »  pounds, and hens w eigh 6 to 7 pounds. B antam s
w eigh 4 pounds. K eep the pale-colored varieties aw ay from  excessive sunlight
because they are sensitive to it.



Barnevelder
This chicken is not one of the m ost popular breeds, but they are easy to care for
and great for a novice chicken ow ner. Their colors are black, double-laced,
double-laced blue, and w hite. They have red single com bs, w attles, and earlobes,
and their eyes are orange-brow n. Their legs are yellow  and clean w ith four toes.

The roosters w eigh 7 to 8 pounds, and the hens w eigh 6 to 7 pounds. B antam s
are about 4 pounds. A  healthy hen w ill produce about 170 brow n eggs per year.
The color of the eggs w ill lighten as the hen gets older. The double-laced
varieties are noted to be the prolific egg layers.

B arnevelders are quick grow ers, w hich m eans their fram e and build fill out in a
relatively short tim e com pared to other breeds, m aking them  good to raise for
m eat. Their tem peram ent is docile and friendly. They are prone to bullying if
living am ong other breeds. They do w ell in confinem ent and are not prone to
flying, so a low  fence w ill keep them  corralled.



Chantecler
This is the first chicken breed to originate from  C anada. D eveloped from
crossbreeding several other types of chickens, the C hantecler w as created by a
Trappist m onk w ho realized that C anada did not have a chicken to call its ow n.
This is a large bird, w ith the m ales w eighing 7 to 8 pounds and the fem ales
w eighing 5 »  to 6 »  pounds. B antam s are about 2 pounds. They com e in tw o
colors: w hite and partridge. Their skin is yellow , and their legs are clean w ith
four toes. Their w attles and pea com bs are sm all and red. They w ere bred this
w ay to help them  w eather harsh C anadian w inters because birds w ith larger
w attles and pea com bs are m ore prone to frostbite. Sm aller body parts are easier
to keep w arm  and prevent from  freezing. O verall, a larger bird is hardier and can
survive the severe w eather.

C hanteclers are a quiet and docile breed. They are proficient egg layers, w ith
hens laying about 210 brow n eggs per year. They are used for both m eat and
eggs. A lthough a hardy breed, they are som ew hat rare.



Java
Java chickens thrived in the U nited States betw een 1850 and 1890. They are an
ideal farm  bird as the hens are am ple layers, and the birds are tender and juicy
table fare. Java chickens com e in black and m ottled colors. They w ere popular in
N ew  York and N ew  Jersey in the m id to late 1800s because their black
pinfeathers could easily show  consum ers if the birds had been plucked correctly.
A s the chicken industry grew , chicken entrepreneurs decided they could conceal
w hite-feathered birds m ore easily if the plucking w as sub-par. This practice
nearly caused the Java to be driven to extinction as there w as not m uch dem and
for them  any longer, and larger chicken breeders stopped breeding the birds.

D espite this, the breed persevered, and sm all farm ers raised the Java because
their dual purpose suited their needs. Even today, the young cockerel m akes for a
good roaster, and the rich brow n eggs provided by the hens are tasty and
bountiful.

Java roosters w eigh about 9 »  pounds, and Java hens w eigh about 6 »  pounds.
They are easy to care for, and their docile nature m akes them  a pleasant fam ily
pet. These birds have a clean leg, yellow  skin, and dark shanks. They have a
single com b and red earlobes. This bird w ill provide you w ith plenty of food and
com panionship.



La Fleche
O riginating in France in the 1600s, the La Fleche chicken com es from  the Valley
of La Sarthe. This breed has been around for centuries. They com e in w hite,
cuckoo, and blue lace, but black is the m ost com m on color, and it is the color
they are m ost know n for am ong chicken breeds.

La Fleche is a hardy table bird. M ales w eigh 8 to 9 pounds, and hens w eigh 6 to
7 pounds. B antam s w eigh in at 3 pounds. A lthough their coat is a deep black
color, this breed has rem arkable w hite m eat as a table bird. If you are looking for
a proficient egg layer, the La Fleche hen lays 180 to 200 large eggs each year.
Their eggs are w hite to light brow n color.

A s a pet, La Fleches are not people friendly. They are som ew hat shy, yet docile.
They are active and thrive as free-range birds because they enjoy foraging for
food. La Fleches m ove around and like to roost in trees. You can train them  to
return to the coop each night by feeding them  at the sam e tim e each day. They
w ill be hungry and w ill learn that feeding tim e is in the evening. This is the
easiest w ay to gather your flock at the end of the night.

La Fleches have a long, V-shaped w attle, and their com b has dual spikes or
horns. They have even been referred to as the ―D evil‒s H ead‖ because of their
shape. Their earlobes are w hite, and their legs are clean w ith four toes.



Ixw orth
The Ixw orth breed of chicken m ade its appearance in 1939 and originated in
Suffolk, England. It is proficient at egg laying and provides sufficient m eat to be
considered a good table bird. These chickens w ere created from  a m ix of the
w hite varieties of the follow ing birds: O ld English gam e hens, Sussex, M inorca,
O rpington, and Indian gam e birds.

Their com b is a pea com b. They have clean, light to w hite legs. Their eyes are
orange-red. The m ale w eighs about 9 pounds, and the fem ales w eigh about 7
pounds. There w as a bantam  version of the Ixw orth, but it faded out in the late
1930s to early 1940s. This is considered a rare bird. The hens tend to go broody,
but they do lay about 200 eggs per year.



Vorw erk
The Vorw erk breed is a likable, docile breed of chicken that bears confinem ent
w ell. This breed com es in black buff black in the U nited States. In H olland,
though, it com es in blue buff blue, and w hite buff w hite. The breed is rare
because of a sm all gene pool. C hicken colors can be hard to describe and the
sam e term s m ay even m ean different things w hen applied to hens and roosters or
to different breeds. In the case of the Vorw erk, ―black buff black‖ m eans the bird
has a black head, buff or golden body, and black tail. B lue buff blue m eans the
head is bluish in color, the body is buff or golden, and the tail is bluish. W hite
buff w hite m eans the bird has a w hite head, buff or golden body, and a w hite tail.

The Vorw erk is sim ilar to the Lakenvelder, but it is a different breed. Vorw erks
are bulkier and have less tail. It com es in a standard and a bantam  size. M ale
standards w eigh 5 »  to 7 »  pounds. Fem ale Vorw erks w eigh 4 »  to 5 »  pounds.
B antam s w eigh 27 ounces. Their skin is slate gray, and their eyes are orange red.
Their coat is black on the head and tail and buff on the body and the breast.
Their w attles are red and m edium  size.

The hens are proficient egg layers. They lay 150 to 200 brow n, m edium -sized
eggs per year. Vorw erks are suitable to live in all clim ates. They are good table
birds and provide am ple am ounts of eggs. They m ake good pets due to their
docile personality and do w ell as a show  bird.



Buckeye
O riginating in O hio, this dual-purpose breed is thought to be the only chicken
breed developed by a w om an. A  w om an nam ed N ettie M etcalf originally bred
them  in 1896 in W arren, O hio. M etcalf bred B uff C ochins, B arred Plym outh
R ocks, and som e black-breasted red gam e birds to create the B uckeye so it could
w ithstand cold O hio w inters. A lthough it w as norm al for w om en of the tim e to
care for and m anage poultry for their fam ilies, N ettie M etcalf is the only w om an
know n to have developed a breed of chicken.

These hardy birds can w ithstand both cold and hot tem peratures because of their
pea com b and tight feathering. H ens are good layers and lay m edium -sized,
brow n eggs throughout the year. They w eigh in at 9 pounds for a rooster and 6 »
to 7 pounds for a hen, so they m ake good table birds. They are know n to have
nice yellow  skin, good thigh m eat, and a large breast. The B uckeye is an active
breed w ell suited to being free-range. They can be vocal and noisy, the roosters
are know n to be territorial, and hens of this breed tend to be friendly. This is an
endangered breed.



Best Pet Chickens
You m ay w ant to keep chickens for a pet, as a hobby, and for com panionship.
Eggs are an added bonus. The follow ing breeds are easy to raise, gentle, and
attractive. They are not necessarily good egg layers or good for their m eat.



Jersey G iants
This bird is large and needs lots of space to m ove about. They w ere originally
bred for their m eat, but their slow -grow ing nature deters chicken ow ners from
this purpose. The plum age is a dark black w ith a dark beak and an angled tail.
Som e varieties are w hite, blue, and splash (having one solid color w ith a splash
of a darker color on top). The single com b is red, as are the w attle and earlobes.
They have a clean, dark-colored leg.

D espite their size, Jersey G iants are calm  and easy to handle. They are alert and
interactive, w hich m akes them  good pets. R oosters can w eigh up to 13 pounds,
and hens can w eigh up to 10 pounds. B antam s are not typical for this breed
because their m ain trait is their size. They produce up to 180 brow n eggs per
year. They also have a gentle crow , so the neighbors should not m ind. Their
hom e should be large enough to house the flock com fortably. You w ill know
they have enough space w hen the birds have room  to m ove around, perch, and
sleep.



O rpingtons
This chicken m akes a great choice to raise in the backyard because of its docile
and cuddly nature. They have sm all heads on robust bodies, and they com e in
black, blue, buff, and w hite. They have a single, red, serrated com b and an
elongated w attle. The earlobes are sm all and red, and their legs are short and
clean w ith four toes. The dark-colored birds have darker eyes, and the lighter
colors have red eyes.

O rpington roosters w eigh about 8 pounds, and the hens w eigh about 6 to 7
pounds. B antam s w eigh about 4 pounds. They are decent egg layers and produce
160 brow n eggs per year. Som e varieties produce a pink-tinted egg. They do
w ell in confinem ent but enjoy the chance to w ander free and forage for insects.
This poultry is easy to handle and m akes a great fam ily bird.



Red Star
R ed Star chickens are hybrids. They m ake good pets because they are quiet,
docile, and petite. H ens are prolific layers and produce m ore than 200 brow n
eggs yearly. They have a red buff color, single red com b, red earlobes, and clean
legs w ith four toes. Som e varieties of the Star breed com e in black.

This bird is about 6 pounds for a fem ale and 7 pounds for a m ale. B antam s are
about 4 pounds. They are a hardy bird that can w ithstand colder tem peratures
and w ill lay eggs in w inter m onths. A  standard coop w ill m ake a fine hom e for
them .



Sebright
Sir John Sebright from  England developed these little birds in the 1800s. This
breed of chicken is beautiful and m akes for a good pet or exhibition bird. They
bear confinem ent w ell. They are bantam s, w ith the m ales w eighing 22 ounces
and the fem ales w eighing 18 ounces.

The colors of the Sebright are gold and silver w ith black lace. They have dark
red eyes, red com bs, clean legs, and four toes. They are not good egg layers and
only produce about 52 tiny eggs yearly. It is difficult to raise these birds from
eggs, as they have a high m ortality rate, and their em bryos are delicate and
sm all. They are popular show  birds because of the black lace m arkings on their
coat.



Booted Bantam
This bird is also know n as the D utch B ooted B antam  and is popular in G erm any
and the N etherlands. It originated in A sia and w as brought to the U nited States
in the early 20th century. They are ornam ental birds w ith attractive coloring that
can be black, porcelain, self-blue, and w hite. They have profuse plum age, their
tail is angled upw ards, and their eyes, w attles, and earlobes are red. They have a
single com b w ith five points. Their legs are feathered, as are their feet, and they
have four toes.

The B ooted B antam  is one of the few  breeds that is a true bantam ; the m ales
grow  to about 2 pounds and the fem ales to about 1 to 1 »  pounds. Their nature is
gentle, and they are know n to follow  their ow ner around the yard. They m ake
great garden birds because they forage bugs but are gentle around the plants.
Soft bedding is recom m ended for them  to tread upon because of their feathered
feet.

They are fair egg layers and produce tw o to three eggs per w eek. These bantam s
lay sm all cream -colored or tinted eggs and produce m ostly in the sum m er. This
docile bird is sure to be a lovable addition to your flock.



Delaw are
This is a relatively new  breed of chicken developed in the 1940s. The breed w as
originally called ―Indian R ivers.‖ They are a rare breed ‍  a cross betw een
barred Plym outh R ock roosters and N ew  H am pshire R eds hens ‍  produced to
provide am ple am ounts of both eggs and m eat. Their eggs are brow n, and an
average hen w ill produce four per w eek.

They are friendly and calm  birds that m ake great pets. M ale D elaw ares grow  to 8
pounds, and the fem ales grow  to 6 pounds. B antam s are about 4 pounds. They
are m ostly w hite w ith som e barring m arkings, a single com b, a clean leg, and
four toes.



Seram as
Seram as are a new  breed of bantam  chicken that w as developed in the past 15 to
20 years. It is a sm all, light bantam  breed that does not rem ain true to its color or
size w hen bred. This m eans that any eggs you hatch can be one of 2,500
docum ented color varieties. H atch day is a treat if you are raising your flock
from  eggs. Eggs from  Seram as are very sm all. It takes five Seram a eggs to equal
the size of one G rade A  Large egg from  other chickens. Their eggs usually hatch
in 19 days, tw o days less than that of other chickens. Seram as typically produce
only about 60 eggs per year. A lso, the chickens can be one size bigger or sm aller
than the parents. C ocks w eigh about 8 to 10 ounces and hens w eigh about 6 to
10 ounces.

These birds are only 6 to 10 inches from  the ground to the top of their com b.
They are ideal pets for people w ith little space. A  pair of Seram as can live
com fortably in an 18-inch by 24-inch cage enclosure. They are ―people‖ birds.
They love attention and interaction w ith hum an beings.

Seram as com e from  the jungles of M alaysia and are used to tem peratures of 90
to 100 degrees. They tend to be stressed if they are in clim ates w ith tem peratures
below  40 degrees, so it is in their best interest to keep them  indoors if you live in
a cold clim ate.

This breed has a clean leg w ith four toes. Its w attles typically have five points.
The hens are know n to be good breeders. B ecause this breed has a variation in
size and color, no tw o birds look very m uch alike.



Cam pine
C am pine chickens originated from  B elgium  but never becam e quite popular in
the U nited States. They are an ornam ental bird that can be used in show s as w ell
as being a w ell-adapted pet. C am pines can be a bit w ild and prefer to be free-
range as opposed to caged, but they adapt w ell in confinem ent and can be quite
friendly. C hicken ow ners claim  that C am pines can be trained to eat out of their
ow ner‒s hand.

These birds w eigh about 5 pounds for the m ale and 4 pounds for the fem ale.
They have a clean leg and a large, single com b. Their skin is w hite and their
shanks are blue. H ens lay m edium  sized, w hite eggs. They are average egg
layers and produce about 150 eggs per year. They are econom ical eaters, w hich
m eans they do not eat m uch.

C am pines are not docile birds but can be tam e. They attem pt to fly and love to
be on the go. The best environm ent for these chickens is a place w ith lots of
space to roam  and forage. C am pines are active, lively, and not broody birds.
They are fun to w atch and care for as pets.



M iss Pepperpot
H ow  can anyone resist this charm ing little hen w ith a nam e like M iss Pepperpot?
M iss Pepperpots are only available in the fem ale gender because they are B lack
Sex Link chickens. This m eans that they are the result of a hybrid cross, in this
case betw een a M aran and a Plym outh R ock. W ith B lack Sex Link chickens, the
father is a red bird. C hicks of both sexes hatch out black but only the fem ales
w ill go on to have the coloring of the M iss Pepperpots. The coloring and
appearance of the birds is linked to their gender. Their feathers are black w ith a
green sheen to it. O n their chest, they have red and gold feathers. They have a
black beak and clean legs that are slate grey. Their thick plum age protects them
from  severe w eather. They can survive in a hot or cold clim ate and in w et or dry
w eather, as long as they have the proper care.

B ecause M iss Pepperpots are hybrids, breeding m ales and fem ales from  sim ilar
bloodlines together w ill not produce M iss Pepperpot chickens. The only w ay to
produce M iss Pepperpots is by repeating the hybrid breeding.

M iss Pepperpots are adequate layers of large brow n eggs. They are m ore popular
in Europe than in the U nited States. These hens are a m odern hybrid w ith gentle
and friendly personalities. They w ill enhance your flock w ith their dem eanor and
certainly w ill be a conversation starter w hen you m ention to your friends that
M iss Pepperpot m oved into your hom e.



Sultans
R um or has it that all Sultans can trace their fam ily tree back years and years ago
to one crate of birds that w as brought to England from  Istanbul. These gentle
birds w ere a favorite am ong Turkish royalty. The breed is all w hite, w ith a
topknot, m uff, and beard. Sultans have vulture hocks and a feathered leg w ith
five toes. They have a V-shaped com b. O utside of the U nited States, other
variations of this breed exist, such as a blue variety.

Sultans are docile, and the standard breed for this bird w eighs in at 6 pounds for
the rooster and 5 pounds for the hen. B antam s w eigh about 3 to 4 pounds. H ens
are poor egg layers. They lay sm all w hite eggs but not very frequently. A ll in all,
this breed is a great fam ily pet or a beautiful ornam ental breed used for show .
They m ake great pets for children. They tend to be a delicate bird, so harsh
clim ates and cold w eather are not suitable for them . Sultans can be easy prey for
predators. Take extra care if they are free-range birds. This chicken is a good
forager, and they m ake great garden w ardens.



Buying Eggs and Chicks
You can ow n chickens at various stages of their lives: eggs, baby chicks, pullets
and cockerels, or hens and roosters; it all depends on w hat fits best into your
lifestyle. Starting out, you m ay w ant to keep your flock around the sam e age to
keep things sim ple because hatching eggs w hile trying to keep your pullets and
cockerels from  m ating m ay require m ore tim e and attention than you initially
expected. A lso, bigger, stronger birds w ill fight the sm aller, w eaker birds for
food. Start sm all, and rem em ber that you alw ays can add to your brood.



Beginning w ith Eggs
Starting w ith eggs can be a fun and rew arding experience, especially if you have
children. A  fertilized egg grow s and changes each day in the shell, and after
about 21 days, it w ill hatch. You can follow  the process inside the egg w ith a
process know n as candling. To start your flock w ith eggs, you w ill need an
incubator, w hich can be purchased or hom em ade, to keep the eggs in a
constantly heated environm ent that resem bles a m other hen. You w ill need to
turn the eggs every day to avoid deform ities. Som e incubators are m echanically
designed to turn the eggs, w hich is beneficial because it w ill turn them  all
equally at the sam e tim e each day.

H ow ever, do not count your chickens before they hatch because not all eggs w ill
hatch. Em bryos are delicate and, for a variety of reasons, m ay not m ake it to the
last stage of developm ent. If you have children, it m ight be best not to tell them
exactly how  m any eggs you ordered or w hat day they are arriving to prevent any
disappointm ents a cracked egg m ight cause. A  good activity to do w ith kids is to
have them  follow  the grow th of the chick and predict how  m any eggs w ill hatch.
This prepares them  for the possibility that not all the eggs w ill hatch and helps
them  focus on the positive side of hatching the eggs. Everyone anticipates the
day the baby bird chips its w ay through the shell and em erges into the w orld.
Soft baby chirps are delightful, and eggs are a fun w ay to start on your journey
of raising chickens.
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To ensure egg quality in sm all flocks, egg producers m ust learn to properly handle the eggs
they produce. This article will discuss how you can ensure that your eggs will be of the
highest quality and safe for consum ption.

A. LAYER HO USE M ANAG EM ENT

The condition of the egg that you collect is directly related to how well the flock is m anaged.
Feeding a well-balanced ration, supplem enting calcium  with oyster shell, water, flock age,
and health all can affect egg quality. However, since these factors are covered in other
publications, this fact sheet will place em phasis on egg quality and handling after it is laid.

1. Coop and nest m anagem ent

‛ Keep the laying flock in a fenced area so they cannot hide their eggs or nest anywhere
they choose. If hens are allowed to nest wherever they choose, you will not know how
old eggs are or with what they have been in contact, if you can find them  at all.

‛ Clean environm ent: Keeping the layer‒s environm ent clean and dry will help keep your
eggs clean. A m uddy outside run, dirty or dam p litter, and dirty nesting m aterial will result
in dirty, stained eggs. Clean out the nest boxes and add deep clean litter at least every
two weeks.

‛ Clean out wet litter in coop and m ake sure the outside run area has good drainage and is
not overgrazed.

‛ Nest space: Supply a m inim um  of four nesting boxes for flocks containing 15 hens or
less. For larger flocks provide one nest for every four to five hens in the flock. This will
help lim it egg breakage from  norm al traffic and daily egg laying. M ake sure nests have a
deep clean layer of litter to prevent breakage and help absorb waste or broken-egg
m aterial.

2. Collect eggs early and often.

M ost flocks will lay a m ajority of their eggs by 10 a.m . It is best to collect the eggs as soon
as possible after they are laid. The longer the egg is allowed to stay in the nest, the m ore
likely the egg will get dirty, broken, or will lose interior quality.

Collecting eggs at least twice daily is advisable, especially during extrem e weather
tem peratures.

3. O ther considerations for layer house m anagem ent

‛ Rotate range areas often or allow enough area for birds in outside runs to prevent large
dirt and m ud areas from  form ing by overgrazing.

‛ Prevent eggs from  being broken in order to m inim ize a hen learning to eat an egg and
developing egg eating habits.



‛ Free choice oyster shells will help strengthen the eggshells.

‛ Keep rats, predators, and snakes away from  the hen house. They often will eat eggs and
contam inate the nesting boxes and other eggs.

B. PRO PER EG G  CLEANING  AND HANDLING

1. Collect eggs in an easy-to-clean container like coated wire baskets or plastic egg flats.
This will prevent stains from  rusted m etal and contam ination from  other m aterials that are
difficult to clean and disinfect.

2. Do not stack eggs too high. If collecting in baskets, do not stack eggs m ore than five
layers deep. If using plastic flats, do not stack m ore than six flats. If you stack eggs too
deep, you will increase breakage.

3. Never cool eggs rapidly before they are cleaned. The eggshell will contract and pull any
dirt or bacteria on the surface deep into the pores when cooled. Try to keep the tem perature
relatively constant until they are washed.

4. W ash eggs as soon as you collect them . This helps lim it the opportunity of contam ination
and loss of interior quality.

5. W ash eggs with water 10 degrees warm er than the egg. This will m ake the egg contents
swell and push the dirt away from  the pores of the egg. If you have extrem ely dirty eggs, a
m ild detergent approved for washing eggs can be used. Never let eggs sit in water. O nce the
tem perature equalizes the egg can absorb contam inants out of the water.

6. Cool and dry eggs quickly after washing. Store eggs, large end up, at 50-55 degrees and
at 75 percent relative hum idity. If eggs sit at room  tem perature (75 degrees F), they can drop
as m uch as one grade per day. If fertile eggs are kept at a tem perature above 85 degrees F
for m ore than a few hours, the germ inal disc (em bryo) can start to develop. If fertile eggs are
kept above 85 degrees F over two days, the blood vessels of the em bryo m ay becom e
visible.

If eggs are stored properly in their own carton or other stable environm ent, they should hold
a quality of G rade A for at least four weeks.

C. SO RTING  AND G RADING  EG G S

It is best that you sort the eggs before you store, sell, or consum e them . The easiest way to
sort eggs is to candle them  with a bright light. This process can help you elim inate cracked
eggs or eggs with foreign m atter inside like blood spots.

1. How to candle eggs: Hold the egg up to the candling light in a slanting position (see figure
1). You can see the air cell, the yolk, and the white. The air cell is usually in the large end of
the egg. Therefore, put the large end next to the candling light.



Figure 1.

Hold the egg between your thum b and first two fingers. Then by turning your wrist quickly,
you can cause the inside of the egg to whirl. This will tell you a great deal about the yolk and
white. W hen you are learning to candle, you will find it helpful to break and observe any
eggs you are in doubt about.

2. Identifying cracks: Cracked eggs will appear to have a white line som ewhere on the shell.
These cracks will open if you apply slight pressure to the shell. Rem ove cracked eggs and
consum e them  as soon as possible or discard.

3. USDA G rade Standard: Use the specifications given in the table below to determ ine the
grade of an egg by candling. Consider air cell depth, yolk outline, and album en quality.

‛ Air cell depth: The depth of the air cell is the distance from  its top to its bottom  when the
egg is held with the air cell up (see figure 2). In a fresh egg, the air cell is sm all, not m ore

than 1/8 inch deep. As the egg ages, evaporation takes place, the air cell becom es
larger, and the egg is downgraded.

Figure 2. M easuring air cell depth

‛ Yolk: A rather dense layer of album en or white will surround the yolk of a fresh, high-
quality egg. Therefore, it m oves only slightly away from  the center of the egg when it is



twirled before the candler. Because of this, yolk outline is only slightly defined in the
highest quality eggs. As the album en thins, the yolk tends to m ove m ore freely and
closer to the shell. A m ore visible yolk when candled indicates a lower quality egg.

‛ W hite or album en: The character and condition of the white or album en is indicated
largely by the behavior of the yolk of the egg when the egg is candled. If the yolk retains
its position in the center when the egg is twirled, the white is usually firm  and thick.

‛ Eggs with blood or m eat spots m ore than 1/8 inch in diam eter are classified as inedible.
Eggs with sm all spots collectively less than 1/8 inch in diam eter should be classified as
G rade B. The chalaza is distinguished from  a m eat spot by a bright area of refracted
light that accom panies its darker shadow. Blood spot eggs can be consum ed without
harm , however, m ost people find the appearance undesirable.

4. Also, rem ove any eggs with unusual shell shapes, textures, ridges, or thin spots on the
shell if you plan to sell the eggs. These eggs are edible but break easily and are undesirable
to m ost consum ers due to appearance.

D. STO RAG E O F EG G S

1. Store eggs sm all end down in an egg carton to keep the air cell stable.

2. Date carton so you can use or sell the oldest eggs first and rotate your extra eggs. Try to
use or sell all eggs before they are three weeks old.

3. Store eggs at 50-55 degrees F and 70-75 percent relative hum idity.

4. Never store eggs with m aterials that have an odor. Eggs will pick up the odors of apples,
fish, onions, potatoes, and other food or chem icals with distinct odors.

5. Never hold eggs at or above room  tem perature or at low hum idities m ore than necessary.
Leaving eggs in a warm , dry environm ent will cause interior quality to drop quickly.

E. SALE O F EG G S

There are no laws that prevent the sale of eggs from  a hom e-laying flock. However, you
should take som e basic steps to ensure that the eggs you sell have uniform  quality.

1. Follow the suggestions about collection, washing, storage, and sorting above.

2. For m arketing, it is usually best to size the eggs. M edium , large, and extra large eggs sell
best. Egg sizes are expressed in ounces per dozen.

Sm all ‍  18 oz.
M edium  ‍  21 oz.
Large ‍  24 oz.
X-Large ‍  27 oz.
Jum bo ‍  30 oz.

Egg scales can be purchased at m any farm  supply stores.

3. Never sell eggs in cartons with another egg producer or store nam e on the carton. It is
illegal to do so. O nly sell eggs in generic cartons or ask your custom ers to bring their own



carton to carry the eggs hom e in.

4. M ost sm all flock producers base their prices on the current store prices in the area they
live. However, m any producers niche m arket their eggs as a specialty item  and receive
prem ium  prices. If you have your birds in a fenced outside run and have one m ale for every
10 to 15 hens in your flock, you can sell eggs at a prem ium  as fertile, free-range eggs.
Brown eggs often will bring higher prices as well.

Rem em ber, prices also will be driven by supply and dem and. If you do not have a lot of
com petition and have a good dem and, you usually can get a higher price for the eggs you
sell. It is critical that you pay attention to quality and keep a constant year-round supply for
your custom ers. Be prepared to replace any eggs that are not satisfactory to a custom er.
Learn about and correct the dissatisfaction.

F. W HAT IS THE PRO PER W AY TO  CO O K AND HANDLE EG G S?

Consum ers always should keep eggs refrigerated until the eggs are used. Eggs should not
be eaten raw. Pasteurized eggs should be used in recipes that call for raw eggs that are not
going to be cooked (i.e. eggnog, ice cream , etc.) Eggs should not be com bined and left to
stand at room  tem perature before cooking for m ore than 20 m inutes. Eggs should be
individually cracked and im m ediately cooked.



Baby Chicks
If you do not have the tim e to dedicate to hatching, you can purchase chicks one
to several days old. The follow ing w ebsites offer them :

‛ M urray M cM urray H atchery (w w w .m cm urrayhatchery.com ) ‍  This site
offers baby chicks, other types of birds, equipm ent, and supplies.

‛ Estes Farm  H atchery (w w w .esteshatchery.com ) ‍  This hatchery w ebsite
sells different breeds of chicks and pullets. A  chick starter kit available for
$55 includes everything you need to begin raising 25 to 50 chicks. It com es
w ith a corrugated boarder, heat lam p, w aterer, and vitam ins am ong other
item s to start your journey.

B efore ordering chicks online, do your research. Som e online hatcheries require
you to purchase a m inim um  num ber of chicks; often, the m inim um  num ber is
about 25 so the chicks have enough body heat to survive the journey. If the
m inim um  purchase is 25 chicks, you need to be prepared to care for that m any or
have a plan to share the chicks w ith others. H atcheries ship chicks w hen they are
1 day old because at that point, they have consum ed enough food to last 72 hours
from  the hatching process. This gives them  sustenance to survive the process.

C hicks are shipped via the U nited States Postal Service (U SPS) w ith Special
H andling. The U SPS tells custom ers to expect tw o to three days for shipm ent
and to also ship live anim als at the beginning of the w eek ‍  that w ay anim als
are not stuck at a post office during the w eekend w ith no food or w ater. Take into
account current w eather conditions as w ell. M any hatcheries w ill not ship chicks
in extrem e conditions, including heat and cold. Your chicks probably w ill be
shipped in a special, vented box, and you w ill need to schedule a tim e to pick
them  up at the post office. M ost hatcheries w ill give you an estim ated arrival
date and w ill contact you w hen your eggs or chicks are scheduled to arrive. A t
the post office, open your new  box of chicks to ensure they are alive. B e sure
you understand the online hatchery‒s policy on chicks that do not survive the
journey, and if needed, file a claim  w ith the post office if you think the birds
w ere m ishandled. A  good seller w ill have details on their policy regarding



transport and w hat the com pensation is in this event.

If you prefer to get your chicks in person, go to your local co-op, farm , farm ers
m arket, or som e pet stores to get your birds. M ost of these places have chicks
available in the spring, especially around Easter. B e sure to exam ine the
condition of the pen at the store. If the pen, w ater, and feed are dirty or if there
are any dead chicks in the pen, do not purchase your chickens from  that store.
The chicks‒ health already m ight be com prom ised from  a poor start in life. It is
im portant to check the vent of the chicks. If there is any fecal buildup, the chicks
m ight be harboring a disease.

C hicks are cute, fluffy, and ready to be a part of your fam ily. B abies need a
different blend of food and lots of w ater. A fter the first few  days of life, they w ill
need a starter m ash, w hich provides extra nutrients as they grow . They also need
a heat source such as a heat lam p. C hicks are still adjusting to tem peratures
outside the egg and the incubator, and they need heat to stay w arm  to rem ain
healthy.

If you receive your chicks as opposed to hatching them , be sure you have a
w arm ing box ready to put them  in. Traveling w ill have created som e stress for
the birds already, so it is im portant to m ake their transition to their new  hom e as
com fortable and seam less as possible. Im m ediately put the chicks in the
w arm ing box, w hich should be 90 degrees F. A  sm all, key ring therm om eter is
easy to attach to the box and w ill provide a quick reference so you can m onitor
the tem perature throughout the day. If you do not have a box prepared, put the
birds in an open box in your oven. K eep the oven light on, and keep the
tem perature at 90 degrees F. You do not w ant to bake your birds. Set up your box
w ith a heat lam p, bring the tem perature up, and prom ptly transfer the chicks to
their new  hom e.

M ake sure w ater is available at all tim es. D o not use a deep bow l, as chicks can
drow n. A  heavy, shallow  bow l that is not easily tipped over can be used. O r, a
w aterer w ith a chicken nipple or valve can be used. Som e babies have trouble
getting started. If you notice one of the chicks not drinking, lead them  to the
w ater, and dip their beak gently so they can learn how  to drink.



If you do not have starter m ash available right aw ay, you can use instant oatm eal
or flaked infant cereal. This can be done for the first and second day. A fter that,
the birds should be sw itched to m ash, as they w ill need the nutrition provided in
the starter m ash. B e sure to purchase an am ple am ount or w rite dow n the nam e
of the feed so you do not have to change the m ixture of the m ash. You m ay w ant
to w rite dow n the nam e of the store you purchased it from  right on the bag of
feed so you can reference it easily.

C hicks should not be handled too m uch. They are still delicate babies. You w ill
need to pick them  up to check their vent, w hich is the opening eggs and
droppings exit the body, or to m ove them  to a new  location. To check the vent,
slip one hand under the chick by its stom ach w ith one hand and put use your
other hand on top of the chick to hold the top of the chick firm ly, but gently. If
you see droppings stuck to the chick‒s vent, clean them  off w ith a toothpick or a
dam p cloth; if the vent becom es clogged, the chick w ill not be able to release
droppings and w ill get sick and die. It w ill be very tem pting to w ant to cuddle
and play w ith the birds because they are so cute at this age. Try to handle them
only w hen necessary until they are a few  days old and are stronger.



Pullets and Cockerels
Pullets or cockerels m ight be best suited for your needs. These chickens are
under 1 year old and are easier to care for at this stage because they are old
enough to be on their ow n. They can be outside w ithout constant supervision
because they have feathers to keep them  w arm  and are old enough to fend for
them selves. They also w ill m ost likely not drow n in the w ater bow l. These birds
can also be purchased from  online hatcheries.

Pullets begin to lay eggs at 3 to 4 m onths old. O r, if you are raising them  for
m eat, depending on the breed, you w ill be able to slaughter them  sooner than if
you decided to raise the chickens from  eggs. Starting w ith young birds w ill help
start the reproduction cycle of your flock.



Purchasing Your Birds
W hen you are ready to buy your birds, your hom e and neighborhood probably
w ill dictate how  m any you can ow n. If you are hatching eggs, purchase a dozen
because chances are not all of them  w ill hatch. If m ore hatch than you originally
planned for, you alw ays can find hom es for your extra chicks. O ne fun shopping
tip about buying eggs is that you can purchase a m ixture of bantam  eggs, w hich
is usually any m ixture the breeder selects, so w hen the eggs hatch, you w ill have
a surprise variety. You can specify w hether you w ant all m ale or fem ale. They
are sold in groups of as little as three eggs, and for less than $10, you can start
your flock. If you are buying chicks or young birds, do not start w ith any m ore
than four birds. O w ning one bird is fine, but it w ill be lonely, as chickens are
social anim als.

It is im portant to be sure you purchase your birds from  a reputable source w hose
top priority is hatching healthy chicks. M ail-order com panies and feed stores are
fine, provided they can tell you the source of their chicks. M ake sure the chicks
w ere hatched in a reputable hatchery, not in a backyard w ith questionable
sanitation standards. You can be sure a hatchery is reputable by researching if
they are a part of the N ational Poultry Im provem ent Plan (N PIP) and if the
breeding flock is yearly tested and certified disease-free. The N PIP is a voluntary
program  betw een federal and state governm ents and the poultry industry to
prevent the spread of poultry disease.

Several w ebsites offer eggs and chicks, including:

‛ R andall B urkey C om pany (w w w .randallburkey.com ) ‍  This w ebsite sells
chicks as young as one day old or eggs that are ready to hatch. They offer a
variety of chicken eggs and other poultry. O nce you place an order, you w ill
discuss a delivery date w ith the salesperson to be sure you can be there to
receive your shipm ent.

‛ M & B  Farm view  Farm  (http://m bfarview farm .com ) ‍  M & B  Farm view
Farm  sells baby chicks and supplies, in addition to other livestock, including
pigs and baby Jersey cow s. They sell butchered m eat and offer directions to



their store in H am burg, Pennsylvania, and their location at a local farm ers
m arket w ith the hours of operation. They clearly explain w hat is available
for sale online or at their store, as w ell as pricing.

A nother online resource to try is C raigslist because you m ay be able to find your
poultry free or for a m inim al charge. A lw ays use com m on sense and take
appropriate precautions w hen buying online. W ebsites such as C raigslist are not
regulated, and occasionally, people m ay try to defraud you out of your m oney.
D o not give credit card or bank inform ation online unless it is a secure site. D o
not be afraid to ask m any questions, especially about any guarantees the seller
has. A lw ays be sure to inspect the quality of your anim als.

If you prefer to go to a local hatchery to pick out your bird, m ost have day-old
chicks available in the spring. N othing says spring like the soft chirping of
new born chicks. If you are thinking of buying roosters, check your local
ordinances first; som e neighborhoods do not allow  roosters because of their
crow ing at sunrise. R oosters are also m ore aggressive to each other and to
people, and they can be harder to handle. R oosters do not lay eggs, but they can
provide you w ith m eat. If you consider having both m ales and fem ales, the
roosters are rough w hen m ating. They claw  at the chickens‒ backs and often
scratch and peck them .

H aving m ore than one m ale creates the need for dom inance, so be sure you have
lots of room  for them . A  flock of chickens has a pecking order, and if there is
one m ale, he autom atically takes the lead. If you have m ore than one m ale, the
m ore dom inant rooster w ill be at the top of the hierarchy. You can expect
aggressiveness in m ost roosters, especially if you have several of them . In a
flock of all hens, one hen typically w ill take the leadership role. If you have
enough space for the chickens to roam , there is less of a chance of them  pecking
each other and displaying aggressive behavior.



Housing and Feeding Chickens
C hickens are easy to care for, but because of inclem ent w eather, predators, and
just for their overall w ell-being, chickens need a structure that w ill keep them
safe and dry and give them  a place to sleep at night. H ens also w ill require a safe
place to lay their eggs. The coop can be alm ost anything that you w ant it to be,
but any standard coop needs to m eet certain requirem ents.



Chicken coops
C oops can be any size, shape, color, or m aterial. The size of your flock w ill
determ ine how  large your coop w ill need to be and how  m uch m aterial you need
to get started. You can purchase m aterials for your coop at lum beryards,
hardw are stores, online, thrift stores, and flea m arkets, or you can find recycled
m aterials from  H abitat for H um anity (w w w .habitat.org) stores. H abitat stores
have lum ber and other item s such as doors and w indow s that you can recycle. It
just takes a little creativity. To find a local H abitat store, go to the organization‒s
w ebsite and type in your ZIP code. If you plan to use recycled lum ber, do not use
w ood that is painted or has been chem ically treated because the chickens peck at
everything, and these can be hazardous to their health. R egardless of the type of
coop you use to house your chickens, it needs to have the follow ing elem ents:

‛ Sound structure
‛ B edding and flooring
‛ N esting boxes
‛ R uns
‛ R oosts or perches
‛ Feeders and w aterers
‛ Lighting for both chicks and chickens
‛ Ventilation
‛ Insulation
‛ Protection from  predators and w eather

The rule of thum b is to allow  3 to 4 square feet of space per chicken and 2
square feet for bantam s to keep from  overcrow ding. Find a space on your
property that adheres to any zoning law s (such as keeping fow l 50 feet from  your
nearest neighbor) and has enough room  for you to build your coop. It should be
in an area that gets enough sunlight and drainage. Ideally, it should be on a
gently sloping piece of land that w ould allow  heavy rainw ater to dry quickly. If
this is not possible, elevate the building to avoid w ater problem s because your
coop w ill need to stay dry.

A  solid roof w ill be the best protection for your flock. Aviary netting or w ire w ill



w ork, too, but a solid roof offers added protection from  the elem ents. You can
use m etal panels, w ood, or roofing shingles. Som e predators, such as raccoons,
can pull apart chicken w ire, so use w elded w ire fences that you can purchase at
feed stores and lum ber yards.

You can m ake a basic coop from  a shed w ith fencing around it. Include the other
requirem ents, such as ventilation, perches, and bedding, and you w ill have a
safe, sim ple hom e for your chickens in just a few  hours. C heck every angle of
the coop to ensure it is secure from  predators and the elem ents.



Runs
A  chicken run is an enclosed area w here chickens are allow ed to m ove around.
The run should have 10 square feet of space per chicken, but the bigger the run,
the better it is for the chickens. If you have trouble w ith predators, or anticipate
having trouble w ith them , cover your run w ith w ire m esh. The w indow s and
doors on your coop need locks to secure the birds at night or w hen unsupervised.
Som e predators, raccoons especially, are clever and can break into even the m ost
secure runs and coops.



Bedding
The floor of the chicken coop can be concrete, w ood, linoleum , or vinyl (the last
tw o are easier to clean), but it should be covered w ith w ood shavings, w ood
pellets, hay, or straw . Pine w ood shavings are the best choice because they hold
up w ell and sm ell good. N ever use cedar because it can be toxic to your birds.
Saw dust is not recom m ended because it can cause respiratory problem s. H ay and
straw  can attract m ites, lice, and rodents; you can still use it, but you w ill need to
clean m ore frequently and check daily for infestation.

The deep litter m ethod is the m ost popular bedding m ethod because it takes
little tim e and provides com post. This m ethod requires layering 4 to 8 inches of
w ood shavings on the coop floor; you w ill need to rake the shavings every day to
spread them  evenly. Your chickens w ill help do this naturally, and you can throw
corn on the floor to encourage the birds to scratch through the shavings, w hich
w ill keep the bedding even and aerated. R aking the shavings helps aerate the
w ood, w hich w ill decom pose on the bottom . A fter it m ixes w ith the chicken
m anure for six m onths to a year, the shavings w ill becom e com post, and you can
spread it in your garden or law n for fertilizer. You need to clean out the coop
only once or tw ice a year; if your hen house starts to sm ell, you w ill know  it is
tim e to clean.

To clean the coop, shovel out the w ood shavings and rem ove feeders, w aterers,
and anything else that can be taken out. Put on som e rubber gloves and m ix one
part bleach, one part dishw ashing liquid (antibacterial), and ten parts w ater.
Scrub the coop from  top to bottom  w ith a scrub brush, and rinse it w ell w ith a
hose. W ait until the coop is com pletely dry before putting fresh bedding dow n
and allow ing the chickens back in. M oisture can cause m old and m ildew , w hich
can cause illness in your flock.

It is perfectly acceptable to clean your coop w eekly or m onthly if you do not like
the thought of doing it only tw ice a year. If you choose to do this, only 2 or 3
inches of w ood shavings or hay is necessary to use at one tim e. You can m ake
the shavings thinner in the sum m er m onths and thicker in the w inter. M esh w ire
can cover part of the floor to catch m anure, but it is not recom m ended for the



entire floor because it is not healthy for the birds‒ feet, and it m akes the floor too
cold in the w inter. C hickens also have the need to scratch, and w ire does not give
the sam e opportunity to scratch that w ood shavings do. Scratching is a natural
behavior chickens exhibit as they search and forage for food and explore their
surroundings.



Nesting boxes
H ens need nesting boxes to lay their eggs. The standard size is 15 inches long,
15 inches w ide, and 12 inches deep. Som e chicken ow ners get creative and use
baskets or som ething sim ilar for the boxes. H ay and straw  are best to use as
filler, and these boxes should be changed m onthly to prevent health problem s.
The num ber of nesting boxes depends on how  m any chickens you ow n; one box
for four to five hens is adequate. K eeping the boxes at a slant w ill help ensure
the birds do not roost on top of each other.

For laying hens, the need to nest arises 24 hours after a horm one fluctuation that
is a result of ovulation. A  hen ‍  both dom estic and w ild ‍  naturally w ill find or
build a nest w here she can lay an egg because of this fluctuation. A s this
behavior is purely biological, it is essential to provide your hens w ith the
m aterials they need to nest. H ens w ithout a w ay to nest m ay be frustrated or
distressed, depending on the breed.



Lighting
G ood lighting is essential in the coop because it prom otes m axim um  egg laying
and stim ulates egg production, especially in the fall and w inter m onths w hen the
days are shorter. If the coop is not designed to let in m uch sunlight, even
artificial light w ill help stim ulate egg laying in hens. U sing tw o 65-w att bulbs
w ill be sufficient for a coop that is 8 feet by 10 feet. Lighting also can
synchronize pullets to start laying at the sam e tim e. Farm Tek
(w w w .farm tek.com ) offers a variety of lighting fixtures designed specifically
for poultry, and it offers everything from  solar lighting to light bulbs to infrared
heat lam ps.

You should regulate how  m uch light your chicks receive. G uidelines are:

‛ C hicks up to seven days old should have light 24 hours a day.
‛ C hicks one to six w eeks old should have light eight to 12 hours a day.
‛ C hicks six to 19 w eeks old should have light 12 hours a day.
‛ C hicks 20 w eeks or older should have light 12 to 16 hours a day.

Lighting can induce early egg laying in pullets, so it is necessary to m onitor how
m uch they are exposed to each day. Lights provide w arm th for the birds, and you
can use tim ers to regulate how  m uch light your chickens receive each day.



Ventilation and insulation
G ood ventilation m ay seem  obvious, but it is im portant not to overlook this
w hen you are preparing your coop. Ventilation allow s fresh air and oxygen into
your coop, as w ell as the release of carbon dioxide. W ithout it, potentially toxic
carbon dioxide can build up in the coop and harm  the flock. A  sim ple w ay to
create air passagew ays is to drill several holes in the top of the w alls and cover
them  w ith m esh. If you prefer, you can have w indow s in the coop. A lthough
w indow s can help keep your birds cool in the sum m er, you also w ill need a good
vapor barrier and insulation to keep them  w arm  in the w inter. B e sure the
ventilation and insulation w ork together to achieve the m ost com fortable
environm ent. K eep in m ind that the insulation inside your coop w ill need to be
covered so your birds do not peck at it.



Roosts or perches
It is a natural instinct for chickens to w ant to perch off the ground to protect
them selves from  predators, especially at night. The birds sleep shoulder to
shoulder on an elevated roosting bar if they have a coop or w ill sleep in a tree if
they are free-range. The num ber of roosts in the coop depends on the size of
your flock. If you have m ore than one perch, do not situate them  directly on top
of each other, so the birds can freely go to the bathroom  w ithout hitting another
bird.

A rrange your perches in a ladder style, sloping tow ard the back of a w all. You
can even use an old ladder for your roost. Perches should be across from  the
nesting boxes so you can collect eggs w ithout having to w alk through bird feces.
D o not structure perches above the feeders or w ater containers to prevent bird
droppings from  contam inating them .

W ood w orks better than m etal or piping w hen constructing roosts or perches, and
a broom  handle or dow el w ill w ork w ell. Perches should be 2 inches in diam eter
for chickens and roosters, 1 inch for bantam s, and the edges need to be sm ooth
and rounded for better gripping. Space the bars about 12 inches apart because if
there is enough space for chickens to roost, it is less likely they w ill perch on
feeders, w aterers, or other places not m eant for perching.

The floor beneath the roosts w ill collect the m ajority of the bird poop, and this
area w ill need to have easy access, w hich you can attain by opening a w indow  or
shutter on the w all behind the coop. Som e coops have m anure boxes under the
perches that are several inches high, filled w ith bedding, and covered w ith
m oveable screen lids. You can take the m anure from  these boxes every day or
once a w eek and use it for com posting and fertilizer. You also can clean the
screen lids w hen you rem ove the m anure. You should be able to m ove the boxes
so you can do a deep cleaning from  tim e to tim e. If you do not w ant to use the
m anure boxes and your coop does not have a w indow , you can put in an easy-to-
clean floor, such as linoleum , under their roosts. If you plan to use linoleum  on
the entire floor, sprinkle bedding across it except under the roosts so the chickens
can scratch and w alk around w ithout hurting their feet.



Pastured Poultry
A  com m on w ay to raise pastured poultry involves putting 75 to 100 3-to 4-w eek
old m eat chickens in m ovable pens during the grow ing season. These floorless
10 foot by 12 foot by 2 foot pens are m oved daily by sliding them  along the
ground, providing fresh pasture. C hickens also receive a grain-based ration. A t 8
to 14 w eeks, the chickens are butchered.


