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PART ONE

SCOUTING

Chapter 1

GENERAL

1. IMPORTANCE. Commanders must have accurate, de-
tailed, and timely information about the enemy, the terrain,
and neighboring troops for successiul combat. Well-trained
scouts and capably led patrols are among the agencies which
furnish them such information.

2. THE SCOUT. A scout is a soldier employed in recon-
noitering under conditions which require exceptional ability
in the use of arms, ground and cover, in movement, in ob-
serving, and in accurately reporting the results of his ob-
servation. Scouts usually operate in pairs.

3. QUALIFICATIONS. Although all soldiers should be
able to act as scouts, some are better suited than others for
this work. Men selected to be scouts should be reliable,
persevering, intelligent, patient, and should be able to
read and write clearly. They should be physically and men-
tally hard, have unimpaired vision and hearing, and be
able to swim. Scouts must be resourceful and possess
courage and initiative. They must be good shots and good
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close-in fighters. Men with hay fever, night blindness and
impaired sense of smell should not be given duty as scouts,
for they will betray their own and others’ presence,

4. TRAINING. In order to accomplish their mission of

gathering information scouts must be able to operate by
night and day over varied terrain and frequently close to
or within the enemy position. This requires a high degree
of training in concealment, movement, and observation.
Scouts must be highly proficient in map reading, the use of
the compass, simple skelching, and intelligent reporting.
Scouting is best taught and best mastered by the applicatory
system. (See FM 21-5.) Exercises in scouting are contained
in chapter 7.



Chapter 2

SCOUTING BY DAY

Section 1. COYER AND CONCEALMENT

5. COVER. Cover is protection against the fire of hostile
weapons. A reverse slope will give protection from rifle or
machine-gun fire, but will not give full protection against
the high-angle fire of mortars or howitzers. A person well
trained in use of cover can find some protection from such
fire on reverse slopes. Many natural objects, trees, rocks,
ditches, embankments, and folds in the ground, as well as
shell holes, afford protection from hostile fire. Such cover
is readily apparent to the untrained eye. The scout must
learn to study the terrain in order to appreciate the cover
afforded by the slightest depressiéns and humps in ground
that appears flat to the untrained eye. By making full use
of all natural cover and using the method of movement best
adapted to the situation (pars. 8-11) he will have con-
siderable protection while moving under hestile fire. When
looking for cover, he studies the terrain from the enemy’s
point of view. Many natural objects will give cover and, if
time and the mission permit, artificial means can be used
to obtain or improve cover. (See par. 7.)

6. CONCEALMENT. Concealment is protection from hos-
tile air or ground observation, but 'not from hestile fire.
Concealment may be natural or improvised. Natural con-
cealment is that found on the ground without any change;
artificial concealment may be constructed from wvarious
materials such as grass, leaves, or burlap. The scout must
become expert in the use of concealment.
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