
REELS

MULTIPLIER REEL
The multiplier reel sits on top of the rod and is set up to be used right-handed. There are a few
left-handed multipliers on the market but they are not widely available. When casting with a
multiplier reel the line needs controlling with the thumb and this can take some practice. For
use while trolling or bottom fishing, where casting is not required, they come into their own as
they are much better at handling heavy weights and big fish.

Some small to medium sized multiplier reels can be purchased quite reasonably, but the
better quality ones can cost a lot more. The multiplier reel should be filled with 20lb nylon
(mono) line – this is a single fibre line that comes in a range of colours that can be used
depending on conditions.

I don’t advise using braided line for the occasional angler, as nylon is much more robust and
lasts longer. However, see here for more information on this type of line.

 

A medium sized multiplier reel can handle heavy weights and strong tides better than a fixed spool reel.
 



Bulk spools containing nylon (mono) line.

FIXED SPOOL REELS
For the two rods mentioned two different reels are required. The cheapest and easiest reel to
use is the fixed spool reel that should be matched with the longer, lighter, telescopic rod. These
can be purchased for £15 to £30 or can be bought as a combo for under £40.

A fixed spool reel (below) is straightforward as you can flick the line out by pulling back the
bale arm and holding the line with your forefinger. The line doesn’t need to be controlled
during the cast and the bale arm clicks back into position when the reel handle is turned. A
fixed spool sits below the rod with the handle on the left.

Most reels allow for the handle to be switched over if winding left-handed proves difficult.
The fixed spool reel should be filled with 12lb or 15lb mono line.

The bale arm of a fixed spool reel winds on the line in a criss-cross action that is ideal so the
line doesn’t bury itself.

 



The fixed spool sits below the rod with the handle on the left.



THE FIXED SPOOL REEL
The fixed spool reel is becoming more commonplace on boats as it offers trouble-free
operation and is built to last. The one pictured here has been adapted for right-handed use.

SETTING THE CLUTCH ON A FIXED SPOOL REEL

The clutch on a fixed spool reel can be adjusted either at the front of the reel...
 

...or right at the back.
 



It should be loosened so that line can be pulled off with a firm steady pull.



THE MULTIPLIER REEL
Multiplier reels have a gearing that means every rotation of the handle turns the spool round
two or three times. This multiplies the amount of line retrieved per turn of the handle making it
more efficient winding in the line. The multiplier reel is used on the top of the rod while the
fixed spool reel and the older centre pin reels are hung below the rod. Most multipliers have a
star drag on the side that can be adjusted to allow the line to be pulled off if a big fish takes.
Some of the more expensive reels have a lever drag. This can be set to the correct tension so
that when the lever drag is pushed forward to the strike position it’s always at the right tension.
If more tension is required, the lever drag can be over-ridden by depressing the stop button and
pushing the lever further forward.

SETTING THE CLUTCH ON A MULTIPLIER REEL

The clutch can be set by adjusting the star drag on the side of the multiplier reel.
 

The lever drag multiplier reels have a drag setting that can be preset to the required tension.


