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D E D IC AT IO N

his w ork is for m y late father, C harles W agner, w ho took m e shooting for the
first tim e w hen I w as age eight. This experience led to a lifetim e of shooting

enjoym ent and em ploym ent as a law  enforcem ent officer, police trainer, crim inal
justice professor and w riter.

It is also for C lifford W agner, a neighbor of no blood relation and friend for
life, w ho took m e and m y dad and brother skeet shooting w ith his personal
shotgun collection for the first tim e w hen I w as 14.

A nd it is also for Sgt. John G room  of the C olum bus O hio Police D epartm ent
SW AT team , w ho w as kind enough to share his staff, equipm ent, know ledge and
skills w ith m e and m y tactical team  at the U nion C ounty Sheriff's O ffice. It w as
this additional training that helped m e to w rite this book.

Special thanks to M s. M andy H ughes for her photographic assistance.

Finally, for B obbie H ughes, m y fiancee, w ho supported m e throughout this
w ork.
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IN T R O D U C T IO N

R EA D Y  FO R  EN TRY, B enelli M 4 Tactical w orks w ell for SW AT entry m issions. H ere it is backed up by a
B eretta M 92 w ith C rim son Trace Lasergrip Sights and a B lackhaw k Serpa H olster.

―'m  gonna grab the shotgun!‖ H ow  m any tim es have those five w ords struck
fear into the hearts of those on the receiving end of them  since the shotgun w as

invented? B ad guys hearing it from  cops, cops hearing it from  bad guys, burglars
hearing it from  hom eow ners, robbers hearing it from  storekeepers, guys w ho are
in the need of an im m ediate w edding due to their personal and poorly planned
activities“ the list goes on and on. Yes, the shotgun in all its various guises and
perm utations is the stuff of legends, especially w hen it takes the form  of a short-
barreled m odel, such as the very first tactical shotguns ‍  the ―saw ed-off‖
double barrel. The short double w as used for hom e, store, and stagecoach
protection and law  enforcem ent duty in the w est. Stagecoach protective use



added the term  ―riding shotgun‖ to our com m on vernacular.

W H Y  C H O O SE  T H E  SH O T G U N  A S A  PR IM A R Y  D E FE N SIV E
A R M ?

I started shooting shotguns at age 14. W e didn't have any shotguns in the
fam ily ―arm ory,‖ but the other W agner fam ily that lived dow n the street from  us
did. The father, C liff W agner, a W W II B 17 co-pilot, w as an avid shooter, hunter
and reloader. H e took us out to an area gun club w here m e, m y brother and m y
dad all learned to shoot 12 and 20 gauge guns at clay birds throw n off a hand-
operated throw er. W e even had som e hom e-loaded tracer rounds to play w ith. I
seem ed to take to it naturally, hitting 17 out of the first 20 throw n. G reat stuff.

From  there I continued m y shotgunning career at the B oy Scout C am p. B ack
then, in 1971 or so, there w as a shotgun gam e called ―M o-Skeet-O ‖ w hich used
half size clay pigeons and .22 caliber shotguns, actually .22 rim fire bolt guns
w ith sm oothbore, choked barrels and bead sights. The cartridge w as the standard
.22 LR  crim ped brass birdshot round. The birds flew  around 50 or m ore feet as I
recall, and I spent the sum m er paying for cartridges and blow ing up clay birds. I
w ent on the get the R ifle and Shotgun M erit B adge on the M o-Skeet-O  range.

I didn't do m uch else until m y law  enforcem ent career began in 1980. A lready
fam iliar w ith the R em ington 870, I found m y training and qualification tim e w ith
it very enjoyable. In 1986 I got m y N R A  police firearm s instructor certification
w hich included shotgun instructor certification, then in 1987 I obtained the O hio
Peace O fficer's Training C om m ission certification as a police shotgun instructor.
I continue to train regularly w ith it as a deputy sheriff at the U nion C ounty
Sheriff's O ffice in M arysville, O hio, as w ell as during police academ y training
tim e at our college police academ y. W orking w ith the shotgun has alw ays been
an enjoyable part of m y police career, and som ething I have never dreaded, but
fortunately I had early and proper exposure to it. I w ish m ore officers felt the
sam e w ay about the shotgun; perhaps this book w ill help.

The shotgun is a legendary arm , and rightfully so. It has a trem endous am ount
of close range pow er, as suggested by the very large hole in the end of the barrel
‍  a hole w hich, in the 12 gauge, m easures a w hopping .72 caliber! Even so, it is
not difficult to shoot w ith the right training, attitude and equipm ent. It is versatile
and useful for a w ide range of tasks. If you purchase a gun that allow s for the use
of different length/type barrels and chokes, you can use it for anything from



hunting birds or clay pigeons to hunting bear and everything in betw een, for
hom e defense, law  enforcem ent and m ilitary situations, including lethal and less-
than-lethal interactions. A m m o is still relatively low  cost, and w as still available
during the great 2007-2008 gun sale. In the proper configuration, it is extrem ely
reliable and can feed shells in its gauge w ith the proper cham ber ranging from  2-
1/2‪ to 3-1/2‪ inches in length. A m m o is abundantly available, even in the now
m ostly anti-gun W alm art stores. I w ould speculate that 80-90%  of the jobs that
need to be done can be done w ith som e form  of the shotgun.

Even w ith the predom inance of the A R -15 platform  these days ‍  and I have
to adm it, I love A R -15s ‍  the tactical shotgun still rocks. It's true, you can't
conceal it w ell legally unless you get the $200 federal tax stam p for a 14-inch
barrel m odel (w hy bother), at best it holds only a total of nine rounds in an
extended m agazine (okay, so norm ally how  m any shotgun rounds do you need in
the average self defense situation?) and it kicks a little bit depending on the
setup. B ut it is still the best gam e in tow n, and one w orth having access to.
R em em ber, if you have a handgun, its only purpose is to allow  you to fight your
w ay to a big gun, or as a backup to the big gun, no m atter how  big that handgun
is.

O ne of the best reasons this day for selecting a tactical shotgun is the cost.
C learly, you get m ore ―bang for the buck‖ w ith one of these as opposed to the
cost of a quality handgun or especially an A R -15. A s a m atter of fact, as I w rite
this, m y favorite gun em porium , Vance's Shooter's Supply in C olum bus, O hio,
has R em ington 870 Express Tactical Shotguns that feature an 18-1/2‪ barrel, the
very cool looking if not functional Tactical R em  C hoke, a full seven-round
m agazine capacity w ith 2-3/4‪ or 3‪ shells, X S¬  G host R ing Sights, X S blade
front sight and sight rail (w hich is fully adjustable for w indage and elevation),
and the receiver is drilled and tapped for scope m ounting. (W ith the rail rear
sight, I w ould go for a scope w ith a quick detach rail m ounting system  on sale.)
The price? $299. I could buy three of those babies for the price of one m iddle
priced A R : one for the front door, one for the bedroom , one for the car.

Price any 1911 pistols lately? Yep, also m ore expensive. In fact, the new
R em ington 887 N itro M ag tactical I purchased for this book ‍  a brand new
m odel w ith m any features, and perhaps one of the best tactical pum ps out there,
w as on sale for $439 in the sam e store!

W hy are they so m uch cheaper? There is a lot less w ork required to m ake one.



Sm oothbore barrels, no need to build it w ith the sam e attention to detail to w ring
every last bit of accuracy out of it such as w ith m ost A R -15s (you just need to hit
w ithin ―m inute of felon‖ w ith it). There is no finely polished blued finish (and
no need to polish out any but the largest tool m arks w hen parkerizing or tactical
finishes are applied) and an overall ease of assem bly. W hat's easier to
com pletely field strip than the average pum p shotgun? C ouple all those practical
aspects w ith the fact that, for right now , the A R -15 is still in the biggest dem and,
and you get sale prices like I just described. Finally, add an alm ost universally-
available selection of am m unition and you start to see the practicality of the
m ighty shotgun as a prim ary defensive/offensive w eapon.

W H AT IS A  ―TA C T IC A L SH O T G U N ‖?
W ebster's online dictionary defines ―tactical‖ in part as, ―of or pertaining to

the art of m ilitary and naval tactics.‖ That m eans w e are talking about shotguns
that are capable of being used in m ilitary applications in one regard, and of
course w e can extend that definition to law  enforcem ent, since w e in that field
are often perform ing param ilitary type operations. H ow ever, the W ebster
definition is a very lim ited one and doesn't fully cover the m odern usage of the
w ord. These days, all things ―tactical‖ ‍  guns, lights, clothing, knives ‍  are the
m ost popular item s for sale in any gun store. So I w ill expand upon the W ebster
definition of tactical by outlining three qualities of the m odern w ord usage to
qualify som ething as tactical. R em em ber that m y definition is not the ―be all-end
all‖ definition and involves three different requirem ents.

If a product is to be considered truly ―tactical‖ (and not just an average
everyday product just spray painted black-such as a ―tactical sledge-ham m er‖
originally purchased at H om e D epot) it m ust:

1. B e reliable and of high quality-after all w e are talking about products
designed to be used in person-to-person fighting situations. It m ust w ork each
tim e, every tim e.

2. B e of such a configuration that it is currently useful in com bat type
operations, w hether that m eans m ilitary, law  enforcem ent or civilian
―operations.‖ The configuration of the item  cannot, due to com plexity or poor
design, im pede the basic reason for w hich the product w as designed.

3. Possess features that give it an advantage in use over the standard version
of that product. W hy pay m ore for som ething that is m arketed as being ―tactical‖



w hen the standard version w ill suffice?

So now  that w e know  generally w hat ―tactical‖ m eans in this context, w e can
exam ine how  that applies to the shotgun. W hile later chapters dedicated to hom e
defense and law  enforcem ent applications w ill go into m ore detail, the basics of
a m odern tactical shotgun are as follow s:

PO L IC E  A C A D E M Y  cadets receive initial instruction w ith dum m y am m o in order to safely learn the
operation of the R em ington 870 pum p shotgun.

1. It m ust be of com pact configuration. For civilian use it should have an 18
inch or shorter barrel. For law  enforcem ent the barrel can be m uch shorter. 14
inches is a com m on length. It should be cylinder bored or im proved cylinder in
term s of the choke. B enelli's M 2 Tactical com es w ith a set of interchangeable
chokes to m ake it m ulti-use (field or farm ). I like that.

2. It m ust be fully stocked. The pistol-grip only m odels look w ay cool, but are
difficult to handle and their effective range is lim ited. The pistol grip m odels do
have a very lim ited application for SW AT entry team s, but not for general law



enforcem ent or civilian use. D on't use them ; they don't shoot as cool as they
look. A nd, w hile I prefer the traditional stock layout for shotguns, the shoulder
stock m odels w ith a pistol grip do w ork, although I find the length of pull (length
of the stock w hich should position the gun for optim al use) to be too long. These
m odels also feel a little m ore ungainly than a standard stocked m odel, they don't
seem  to sw ing as fast or as sm ooth, nor do they carry as w ell.

There are som e folding stock m odels available, but avoid the old-style
R em ington folding stock for their 870 shotgun. It's solid steel and w ill beat you
to death in short order, and you w ill be too tem pted to use it w ith the stock
folded (it folds over the top of the w eapon), w hich m akes the sights useless.

3. It needs to have a high-visibility sighting system , no sim ple bead sight.
B rightly colored front sights or even red dot optical sights are a m ust.

4. It should have either a high m agazine capacity or a spare am m o carrier.

5. C olor doesn't m atter, although dark colors are to be preferred. B lack or O D
green w ork great. W ilson C om bat's O D  green finish on their Scattergun
Technology pieces are great indoors and out. There is, how ever, a train of
thought that says a bright chrom ed double barrel shotgun at close range is the
m ost terrifying close range w eapon on earth, and I can see their point. So w ould
a hom ebreaker.

6. It should be capable of m ounting a carry sling.

7. It should be capable of solidly m ounting a w eapons light.

W e w ill go step by step in exam ining w hat types w ork best in hom e defense or
law  enforcem ent applications (of course there w ill be overlap), m akes and
m odels that qualify as a tactical shotgun, the features the m ake one type stand
out from  another, and w hat m ight w ork best to m eet your needs. It is to these
shotguns and their users that this book is dedicated.
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C H A PT E R  O N E

T H E  TA C T IC A L SH O T G U N  FO R  H O M E  D E FE N SE

IN  T E R M S O F H O M E  D E FE N SE , there is nothing m ore form idable than a m other defending her
children, in this case w ith a R em ington 887 N itro M ag w ith B LA C K H AW K ! X iphos light attached to the

barrel band picatinny rail.

om e defense is probably one of prim ary uses of a shotgun. From  the days
w here farm ers once loaded shotgun shells to fire ―rock salt‖ to irritate and

scatter interlopers on their property, hopefully w ithout killing them , to 21st-
century defense against hom e invaders w here som e form  of lead shot is the load
of choice.

Even though its popularity is being supplanted by the m eteoric rise of the A R -
15, the shotgun still has a place in self-defense. R eally, the shotgun exists outside
of the basic self-defense arena, w hich is dom inated by the handgun. B ecause of
its legendary reputation and brute pow er, the shotgun is m ore of an offensive
w eapon. It has been used in w arfare since the invention of the pow der w hich
pow ers it, and the m ilitary is not usually in a defensive m ission. I believe it w as
C lint Sm ith w ho said that the handgun exists to allow  you to fight your w ay to a



bigger w eapon, and that's the shotgun.

The shotgun is also the m ost versatile w eapon out there. W hile it's not alw ays
the best for every purpose, it can serve nearly every purpose requiring a firearm .
For hom e and property defense, at close to m oderate range, it is hard to beat the
right type of shotgun. A lso, the shotgun m ay be legally obtained m ore easily
than a handgun (as in C anada or A ustralia). B ut before w e look at the guns of
this type, it is tim e to dispel som e com m on m yths.

M yth #1: The shotgun, or ―scatter gun,‖ is an ―alley cleaner.‖ Fire one shot at
a group of people and they all go dow n. W ell, at least in the m ovies. Shot pellets
in m ost choke configurations spread at a rate of one inch for every yard traveled.
Seven yards is the standard assum ed distance in interpersonal firearm s com bat.
A  seven-inch hole at that range m eans that you can m iss your target or its vitals
if you don't aim . R em em ber that seven inches is an average for all shotgun
barrels and am m o types. D epending on our choke and load, m any com binations
w ill shoot even tighter than that.

M yth #2: The shotgun is easy to use and fire. In an old police training film
from  the late 1960s, the instructor, w ith his best John W ayne/C lint Eastw ood
attitude, says, ―The shotgun doesn't need to be aim ed. W ith the shotgun, you can
w hirl, fire and blow  the guy aw ay.‖ This statem ent sounds cool, but now  brings a
laugh from  police cadets w hen they see the tape. The fact is, you can't go out and
buy one of these w onder w eapons, load it, and leave it in a corner or close at
hand ready to go w ithout practicing w ith it. The shotgun requires w ork to m aster,
and it is not for the recoil sensitive, at least in its 12 gauge configuration. You
cannot fear or dread this w eapon. You have to em brace it and m ake it an
extension of yourself ‍  zen-like but true.

If you are using a shotgun for hom e defense (or any kind of defense), you
m ust be able to hit the target you are facing w ithout endangering others.

If you can't handle the recoil of a shotgun, then perhaps its configuration and
setup is w rong for you. There are sim ple things that can be done so that you can
handle it better, and w e w ill discuss these in later chapters.

You have got to be fam iliar w ith your shotgun and take it out to shoot at least
a few  tim es per year. The shotgun is far m ore of a precision w eapon than you
m ight realize. If you are using one for hom e defense (or any kind of defense),
you m ust be able to hit w hatever target you are facing w ithout endangering
others.



M yth #3: The shotgun is an infallible ―stopping w eapon,‖ guaranteed to take
dow n the largest attacker w ith ease. M any people think that if you hit the bad
guy w ith a shotgun round, it's gonna kill him  instantly and blow  him  six feet
backw ards to boot. W ell, no. R em em ber, your shot pattern m ay be no m ore than
an inch w ide w hen it hits the intended threatening target and can easily m iss the
vitals, w hich w ould fail to stop determ ined opponent. Shotguns can fail to stop
the aggressor ‍  it's happened. This also m eans that a shotgun hit is not alw ays
fatal. M any people survive. Sure, it's w ay better than a handgun in a fight, and
usually a better choice, it just isn't guaranteed. N othing is.

If you are using a shotgun for hom e defense (or any kind of
defense), you m ust be able to hit the target you are facing w ithout
endangering others.

N ow  that w e have dealt w ith som e of the m yths, let's look at som e of the facts
and discuss w hich shotguns w ill w ork best for hom e defense.

A  hom e defense shotgun can take several form s, and also serve as a m ulti-role
tool, especially if one lives on a farm  or ranch, w here it can serve anim al control
duties as w ell. W hen w e talk about defending the hom e, w e can also m ean
defending the cam per trailer or RV. Traditionally a standard hunting shotgun is
used for this purpose, such as a R em ington¬  870 W ingm aster, loaded w ith
hunting loads, since the concept of a tactical shotgun is relatively new . W hile a
w eapon like this can suffice, there are som e better shotgun configurations to
w ork w ith.



A U T H O R  D E M O N ST R AT E S visually clearing a room  w ith a R em ington 870 Police M agnum  w hile
using the Surefire Forend Tactical light. The room s behind him  have already been cleared.



A  H O M E O W N E R  confronting intruders presents an im posing threat w hen arm ed w ith a R em ington 870
Police M agnum  Tactical. Shotgun is held in a tactical low  ready position, ready to be brought to bear for

firing. N ote Surefire tactical forend.



SIN G L E  SH O T  w ith a R em ington reduced recoil rifled slug show s the devastating size of the .72 caliber
hole. W hat isn't show n is how  m uch dam age the soft lead slug causes on im pact. The point of aim  is about

ideal for a shotgun.

SIZ E
Yes, size does m atter, but som etim es the biggest isn't the best for everyone. A

shotgun can be too heavy, kick too m uch, or penetrate too m uch. Som e people
can handle it and som e can't. A lso, abilities change over tim e, for better or
w orse. In m y case for instance, I have lost a lot of shoulder functionality through
deterioration and heavy use (abuse, m y doctor w ould say) over tim e. I sim ply
don't have the strength that I used to w hen I extend m y arm s. D espite the fact
that I still engage in w eight training on a regular basis, I find that holding and
operating a pum p shotgun w ith standard length stock and forend difficult or
uncom fortable. B ecause I have lost som e of m y reach, m ost pum p shotguns feel
overly long and cum bersom e. In researching this book, I have found w ays
around these problem s.

That said, let's talk size. Like a law  enforcem ent or m ilitary shotgun, the hom e
defense shotgun should have a short barrel, 18 inches is the shortest civilian-
legal length. The gauge of choice for the tactical shotgun is alm ost universally
the 12 gauge, but other gauges can w ork as w ell. For exam ple, in the 1980s I
once handled and fired a com pact law  enforcem ent version of the old Ithaca
M odel 37 pum p gun (once a m ajor police favorite) in 20 gauge. It w as designed
for law  enforcem ent and had the m anly nam e of the ―Stakeout.‖ It w as
parkerized and had a stockless pistol grip-only configuration w ith provisions for
a carry sling. Very m aneuverable in a car on a stakeout, hence the nam e. The gun
I handled had high ―chicks dig it‖ factor and, in 20 gauge, it w as m uch easier to
handle than a 12 gauge version of the sam e style.

Tw enty gauge shotguns for hom e defense (excluding single shots) are
som ething to be considered. The 20 is not a 12, but being on the receiving end of
a load of 20 gauge buckshot or slug w ill certainly ruin your day. There is the
added side benefit of being m uch m ore user-friendly than a 12 gauge for sm aller-
fram ed m em bers of your fam ily. A  20 gauge tactical or hom e defense shotgun is
a great idea from  the standpoint of m aneuverability since, in hom e defense
situations, you m ay be using your shotgun to check the interior of your hom e
(room  clearing).



T H E  V ISU A L LY  IM PA IR E D  are capable of defending them selves w ith a firearm . H ere the author's
fiancçe, totally blind since birth, w ields a Stoeger 12 G auge C oach gun in a hallw ay. A  w ould-be attacker

w ould be foolish to advance any further.



SIN C E  SH O T G U N S w ere developed, m any hom eow ners have stood guard over persons and property w ith
a trusty double barrel. Few  civilian legal handheld w eapons are as intim idating.

A  short-barrel gun of w hatever action type (double, pum p or auto) or gauge,
allow s for increased ―sw ingability‖ or m aneuverability as you m ove from  room
to room  clearing an area of threat. It also allow s you to m aneuver and fire the
shotgun one-handed if you need to use your support hand for other duties. Yes,
the shotgun can be effectively fired one handed, even in 12 gauge. M ore about
that later. The hom e defense tactical shotgun doesn't need to be expensive, or
even expressly designed for or lim ited to short barrel hom e defense
configuration. A t the tim e of this w riting, the R em ington¬  870 pum p can be
purchased in the low -priced Express C om bo package, w hich features a 26-inch
field barrel w ith ventilated rib and a 20-inch fully rifled barrel w ith
R em ington's¬  excellent rifle sights, for under $600.

M ossberg¬  also m arkets their excellent 500 Series pum p shotgun in the sam e
type of configuration for $441. The barrels can be easily changed in 20 seconds
or less. I've used the R em ington¬  com bination for som e tim e in m ultiple roles
‍  hom e defense and training w ith the 20-inch barrel, and sporting clays w ith the
field barrel. The R em ington¬  870 Express w ith the 20-inch un-rifled barrel is
also the basic training shotgun w e use in our police academ y. Its Parkerized
finish protects the shotgun som ew hat better than blued versions of the 870s or
other m odels, but definitely not as m uch as stainless steel or som e other
dedicated, truly protective finish like W ilson C om bat's¬  A rm or Tuff₧ .

Your significant other should be able to use the gun to defend
hearth and hom e if you are not available or, w orse yet, dow n.

W hile the R em ington 870 Express package currently com es w ith a fully rifled
20-inch barrel, I w ould sw itch that out for the available sm oothbore 20-inch
Express B arrel w ith rifled sights, w hich gives you the m ost versatility w ith slugs,
buckshot or field loads. A nd yes, you can do w ell for hom e defense using a
shotgun that w as originally set up for killing deer or other large anim als. It
doesn't have to have the w ord tactical as part of its nam e, or a bunch of bells and
w histles, to m ake it valuable for that purpose.

Speaking of barrels, don't leave the double barrel side-by-side out of the



picture. Stoeger¬  m arkets an excellent side-by-side double barrel for hom e
defense called the D ouble D efense₧ . It is set up w ith a single trigger, Picatinny
rail below  and above the barrels for lights or optics, and a fine, very visible
green fiber optic front sight (but no rear). The double barrel gun really excels
w ith buckshot, and usually isn't the best choice for rifled slug use. A  variation of
Stoeger's C oach G uns for C ow boy A ction Shooting, the D ouble D efense is
tactical black in color (stocks are painted w ood and not synthetic), but it is the
addition of the rails that really qualify it for the tactical title. Available in 12 or
20 gauge, the 20 gauge is a great choice for m ultiple fam ily m em ber use. Your
significant other should be able to use the gun to defend hearth and hom e if you
are not available or, w orse yet, dow n. The double is sim ple to operate, especially
in this single-trigger style. W hat could be scarier for a w ould-be rapist entering a
hom e than to find him self facing his anticipated victim  pointing a double barrel
equipped w ith a tactical light and/ or laser sight, or heck, even w ithout one?!
B elieve m e, tw o 20 gauge barrels laid side by side is still very scary. The D ouble
D efense is in very high dem and; I couldn't obtain one at the tim e of this w riting.
A  very form idable hom e defense gun indeed!

A M M U N IT IO N  C A PA C IT Y: H O W  M U C H  IS E N O U G H ?
W hile a single-shot shotgun can, like its single-shot m uzzleloading ancestors,

be used for hom e defense, your hom e defense shotgun should be capable of
firing tw o rounds w ithout reloading. In a hom e defense situation, you w ill be
scared and nervous, you m ay m iss w ith that first shot or, in the case of a hom e
invasion, have m ultiple suspects to shoot (or shoot at). R eloading in the m iddle
of a gunfight is som ething no one relishes. Tw o rounds is the m inim um . M ost
standard R em ington 870s or M ossberg 500s have a m agazine capacity of four
rounds, w hich really should be enough. If you w ant a larger m agazine capacity,
that's fine, but realize that the extra w eight forw ard of an extended m agazine
tube slow s dow n your sw ing and m akes the w eapon decidedly m uzzle-heavy, as
w ell as just heavy in general. For the average hom eow ner, four rounds in the
m ag tube, or the old style double barrel, should suffice.

TA C T IC A L W E A PO N L IG H T S
D o you need a tactical light on your hom e defense shotgun? Yes and no. N o,

you don't really need one if you are only using your hom e defense shotgun inside



your hom e. If you are also planning on using it for defense on your property
then, yes a w eaponlight w ould be a nice addition.

There are several w ays of attaching a tactical light w hich don't necessarily
require the use of a Picatinny rail, com m only found on the A R -15 system , w hich
m ore and m ore tactical shotgun m anufacturers are starting to add. There is the
option of using a light-bearing forend such as the one offered by Surefire. These
forend units, w hich are m odel-specific for pum p or sem i-auto, replace the
original forend on the w eapon and hold the tactical light and operation sw itches.
The sw itches allow  for thum b operation by both right-and left-handed users.
There are m odels available in LED  or incandescent bulb system s, w ith the LED
versions far outnum bering incandescent versions. The LED  is going to stand up
to shotgun recoil m uch better than any incandescent bulb, and the lum en pow er
is now  right up there w ith the form erly dom inant xenon incandescent system s.

T H E  T L R 1 A N D  T L R 2 are both excellent, strobe capable lights, w ith the TLR  having the advantage of an
additional laser sight m odule below  the light. The light on both the TLR 1 and TLR 2 can be used in a

m om entary, constant on or strobing m ode. They can be affixed to shotguns like the Stoeger D ouble D efense
or the R em ington 887 Pum p. A lthough originally designed for pistols, at 130 lum ens and w ith solid

alum inum  construction, they are capable of w orking fine on shotguns w ith rails. The TLR 2 can be set for
light only, laser only, or both light and laser.

In addition to dedicated forend m ounts, there are universal m ounting system s



available that can be affixed to the m agazine tube to hold your light system  of
choice. These how ever, usually require the use of a light that has an external
w ire leading to a pressure sw itch adhered to the forend by Velcro. This w ire can
catch on things. This m ay not be the best system  available, but it is less
expensive than the Surefire system  and, since w e are talking hom e defense here
and not dynam ic entry on a SW AT team , the external w ire m ounting m ight not
be an issue.

SIG H T S
For m any years, the basic single front bead sight, first seen on hunting

w eapons, has sufficed for m ost purposes, both defensive and hunting. For ten
years of full-tim e policing, m y departm ent issue shotgun w as the blue steel
R em ington 870¬  w ith an 18-inch barrel and single front brass bead sight.
Sighting w as accom plished by placing that brass bead on top of the receiver and,
―voila‖, sight picture. W ell, a sight picture of sorts. A  single bead w orks okay for
ranges of 15 to 20 yards w hen using buckshot on a full size silhouette target. B ut
for accurate fire using rifled slugs (and I m ean accurate in term s of head shots in
a hostage rescue-type situation not norm ally encountered in hom e defense), you
are m issing out on the precision capability of the w eapon w hen you use a bead-
sighted shotgun.

Shotguns can be very accurate w ith slugs, and shots if you equip them
properly and train w ith them . R em ington's rifle sights m ounted on their shotgun
are am ong the best I have used. The front sight is a brass or w hite bead, and the
rear sight has a w hite triangle in the center of it, below  the square notch. The rear
is also fully adjustable for elevation. It is a very precise system  and has been
around for a long tim e. C all m e old fashioned, but I still favor them  over the
m odern ghost ring style.

There are other sighting options that com e already installed, including red-dot
electronic sights, and w e w ill discuss those other sights later. In any event, a
hom e defense tactical shotgun should have both front and rear sights, just like a
rifle, as you m ay w ant to use both shot and slug loads, especially in exterior
defense situations on larger properties.



PR O PE R  T R A IN IN G  w ith a com bat shotgun like the W ilson C om bat Standard M odel is critical to your
effectiveness w ith it, w hether you are a civilian or som eone in the law  enforcem ent field.

T H E  R E M IN G TO N  SP10 M A G N U M  SY N T H E T IC  is the R em ington Version of the old Ithaca M ag10
R oadblocker 10 gauge m agnum  shotgun. This m odel is set up for hunting. A  10 gauge m agnum  is a bit on

the overkill side for tactical use. The 12 w ill w ork just fine.

A  rear ―ghost ring‖ w ith a tritium /w hite front, such as those from  X S sight
system s, w orks very w ell. H ow ever, you don't really need tritium  on the rear
sight, you can pick up on the front sight w ithout it. C all m e funny, but I'm  a little
nervous about having radioactive tritium  vials right by m y eyeball. N ot that
there's any know n danger, I just think rear ghost ring tritium  sights are m ore
―chicks dig it‖ cool than they are practical.



The ghost ring rear sight is sim ply too close to the eye to have tritium  be of
value. Everything blurs w ith it anyw ay ‍  hence the term  ―ghost‖ ring ‍
because it becom es hazy w hile the front sight rem ains sharp. That is w here the
tritium  is of value.

X S also m akes express rifle-style sights (the sam e configuration as they use
on their pistol sights) for the R em ington 870 rifle sight system s. In that system ,
the rear sight is a shallow  ―V ‖ shape w ith a w hite stripe in the center. To align
the sights, you sim ply set the front w hite/tritium  bead on top of the stripe m aking
a ―lollipop,‖ as I tell new  shooters. If I still had that basic 870, those are the
sights I w ould m ount on it if I w anted tritium  sights. The rear express sight can
be had w ith or w ithout a plain w hite stripe or a tritium /w hite stripe.

O f course, in addition to X S, there are all sorts of fiber optic styles available
as w ell. Fiber-optics sights are great in low  level light, but obviously not in total
darkness. O n the M ossberg 590 there is a nice set of non-adjustable open w hite
three dot sights, sim ple and solid, and of a style fam iliar to m ost sem i-auto pistol
users. They don't have tritium  lam ps in them .

O ne final thing you should expect about tritium  sights: They norm ally only
w ill be good for that first shot. A fter that, your m uzzle flashes w ill w ash them
out, but it is that first shot that is going to be the m ost im portant one anyw ay.

A M M U N IT IO N  SE L E C T IO N
Load selection for your hom e defense shotgun w ill depend on w here you

reside, or rather, w hat type of structure you reside in. Interior construction and
location m ay even determ ine if a shotgun is a viable hom e and self-defense
option. If you live in an apartm ent w ith paper thin w alls, or even a house or
trailer w ith this type of contruction, the shotgun m ay be totally out of the
question due to overpenetration risk.

G A U G E
Let's discuss shotgun gauges and w hat shotgun ―gauge‖ actually m eans. The

term  gauge is an old form  of m easurem ent that is only indirectly related to barrel
diam eter. Shotgun gauge is actually the num ber of lead balls, the diam eter of a
particular bore, that it takes to equal a w eight of one pound. Therefore a 12
gauge diam eter w ould take 12 bore diam eter lead balls to w eigh a pound, a 20
gauge, 20 and so on. The 12 gauge w ould actually be about .72 caliber. The only



exception or anom aly here is the .410 gauge, w hich is actually a m easurem ent of
bore diam eter ‍  nom inally .410 inch. A ctually m ore like .45, as those of you
w ho ow n or shoot a Taurus judge know , .45 C olt cartridges and .410 shotshells
are interchangeable in the gun w ithout m odification, and the .410 is the sm allest
true shotgun round in com m on use.

M ossberg cham bers their 500 series of pum p shotguns in 12, 20 and .410
gauge. For those interior hom e defense situation w here overpenetration is a
factor to consider, the .410 gauge loaded w ith field shot m ay be just the ticket.

SH E L L L E N G T H
N ext com es shell length. The m ost com m only-used shell lengths, regardless of

gauge, are 2-1/2 (.410 gauge only) to 2-3/4 (20 and 12 gauges) inches. These
shells, depending on pow der charge and shot type, are adequate for m ost any
shotgun duties that the particular bore is capable of handling, from  clay targets to
deer, or larger close-range gam e w hen slugs are used. M agnum s can be overkill
both on the giving and the receiving end in m ost defensive encounters.

There is a 2-3/4-inch m agnum  load (sam e velocity, slightly heavier payload)
but it is not com m only encountered. B eyond that is the 3-inch m agnum  round. A
round is generally considered a ―m agnum ‖ charge for the given gauge w hen it
provides longer range, m ore pow er, a heavier payload, and/or, you guessed it,
m ore recoil. For exam ple, the standard 2-1/2-inch 12 gauge shell loaded w ith 00
B uckshot holds nine pellets. In the 3-inch m agnum  load, it packs 12 pellets and
begins to becom e unpleasant to shoot. I had to fire som e 3-inch m agnum s for
―fam iliarization‖ (torture) w hen I w ent through police shotgun instructor school
m any years ago, and, I can tell you, m y ―fun threshold‖ w as reached and
exceeded in short order. Even bigger is the new er 3-1/2 M agnum , w hich is about
the equivalent in pow er and payload of the old 10 gauge round. Talk about
overkill. A t one tim e the 10 gauge enjoyed som e law  enforcem ent popularity for
specialized, not general, purposes.

A s a young O hio deputy sheriff, it w as suggested in m y first academ y training
class that w hen chasing a fleeing autom obile w e should try to chase the car
across the Indiana border, then back off a little. A ccording to our instructor, the
Indiana State Police carried Ithaca M ag 10 ―R oadblocker‖ sem i-autom atic
shotguns, and they w ould blow  the car (and the driver) to sm ithereens. It m ay
indeed be true that few er people w ould consider fleeing the police as an option if



they knew  a M ag 10 aw aited them  dow n the road.

The rights to the Ithaca M ag 10 w ere purchased by R em ington w hen Ithaca
w ent out of business, and it is still produced in various hunting guises as the
SP10. It really w on't do anything m ore than a 3-1/2 12 gauge m agnum , but it is
certainly a cool concept if you can stand the recoil. A lso, it is not available in a
dedicated law  enforcem ent or hom e defense configuration.

R E C O IL
Speaking of recoil, here is a chart com paring recoil energy for various 20 and

12 gauge loads and how  they com pare. For load selection, this m ay help som e of
you w ho are a little overzealous w ith the ―biggest is the best‖ m indset. Yep, you
can handle the big loads for a few  shots, but not for long term  practice, and you
m ust practice w ith the rounds, or their direct equivalent, that you plan on
keeping in your w eapon.

This is kind of a ―beating‖ chart ‍  it show s w hat kind of beating you w ill
take based on gun w eight and load. To understand foot pounds, the m easure of
free recoil energy, w e w ill use this definition: one foot pound is a unit of w ork
equal to the w ork done by a force of one pound acting through a distance of one
foot in the direction of the force. In other w ords, one foot pound is the am ount of
energy required to m ove a one-pound object (not including calculations of
friction) a distance of one foot. 12.5 foot pounds of energy is the am ount of
energy required to m ove a 12.5pound object one foot and so on.

12.5 has alw ays been given as the standard am ount of free recoil energy for
the 12 gauge, but, as you can see, w hen you change gauge, payload and shell
length, you boost the am ount of foot pound recoil energy. The other factor
involved in felt recoil in this list is the w eight of the gun. W hat is not included in
these calculations is action type, w hich is im portant, since a gas-operated sem i-



autom atic shotgun (not a recoil operated sem i-auto) has reduced recoil over that
of a pum p or double in m ost cases.

O kay then, how  m uch of a thum ping do you w ant to take on the butt end of
your defensive w eapon system ? H ow  m uch can you take, w hile still being
proficient and not developing a horrible flinch? H ow  effective w ill your shots
be? A  3 or 3-1/2 inch m agnum  in a six pound shotgun for hom e defense in
suburbia or M idw est rural areas? N o. W hile traversing or living in grizzly
country in A laska? Sure, no problem , but in m y house or on m y property ‍  no
w ay. I w ant m y shot to hit the first tim e, every tim e. I don't w ant stray pellets or
slugs endangering others. I don't w ant a flinch developing. A nd m aybe m ost
im portantly, I w ant to have fun shooting m y guns. I don't buy guns to collect
them  or seal them  in a safe never to see a shooting range because of their value. I
buy them  to shoot. H ow  m any of us take our .375 H & H  M agnum  or .458 W in
M ag out plinking? N ope, before the hunt w e fire a few  shots to check zero, shoot
it (hopefully) and hang it back on the rack next to our new  gam e m ount w hen w e
get hom e.

B uckshot is the shotgun round that people fear the m ost.

In interior (not m ixed interior/exterior) hom e defense situations, buckshot and
slugs are totally out of the question, unless perhaps you are using them  in a .410
shotgun. In a shooting w e had at m y Sheriff's O ffice several years ago, the
offender, a m an of average stature, w as shot in the area of the navel square on
w ith a R em ington¬  870 12 gauge pum p loaded w ith R em ington R educed R ecoil
8-pellet (yes, eight pellets ‍  it elim inates the one stray pellet norm ally
encountered in 00 buck shot patterns) 00 B uckshot load at a distance of about
seven yards.



AT SE V E N  YA R D S, the R em ington 8-pellet reduced recoil round puts an excellent, tight pattern on this
bad guy target. Large hole in suspects hand is from  the w ad. Point of aim  is about right for a shotgun-

definitely ―m inute of felon.‖



L O A D S L IK E  the R em ington R educed R ecoil 8-pellet round are m ore than capable of hostage rescue
shots at seven yards and out.

This load, by the w ay is excellent, one of the very best law  enforcem ent loads,
and one of the tightest patterning loads I have ever shot in any shotgun. It
increases the safe usage of 12 gauge buckshot w ell out to 30 yards, and is great
for head-shots at seven to 10 yards, or a little further out in im proved cylinder
choke barrels.

A nyw ay all eight pellets blew  through the suspect's intestines and im pacted in
the dirt on the other side of him . H e stopped his threatening actions but did not
die. This m eans that if you hit an offender square on (facing you) w ith 00
buckshot, even w ith a low er velocity reduced recoil load, the pellets can and do
punch right out the back, endangering others. R em em ber, the load is called
―buckshot‖ because it w as originally used for killing large anim als, like buck
deer, and in places like India som etim es tiger. It is pow erful stuff. Legendary in
term s of its killing and stopping pow er, buckshot is the shotgun round that
people fear the m ost.

M ost crim inals are too dense to realize that they face an equal am ount of
dam age, m aybe even m ore, due to shredding effect of all those little pellets from
a close range load of A A  Trap and Skeet as they do from  the 00. H ow ever, don't
be m isled. These loads can and w ill punch right through dry-w all at close range.
R em em ber, they only spread one inch per yard, and at close range it is a lot like
getting hit w ith a single, solid projectile.

If you have overpenetration concerns, you m ay w ant to closely exam ine
w hether a shotgun is the best w eapon to choose. A  low er pow ered handgun,
w hich can still punch through a w all, but is only putting a single projectile at a
tim e through it (assum ing you are m issing your intended target), m ay w ork out
better for you, especially in an apartm ent w here there are neighbors close at
hand. Even then, you should lim it your handgun am m o selection to pre-
fragm ented rounds like the G laser Safety Slug or M agsafe.

For general hom e and property defense, w here overpenetration is not a m ajor
concern, buckshot of various types and sizes is probably the best choice, not
only for tw o-legged predators, but for large four-legged predators at close range
as w ell. Those trap and skeet loads run out of steam  pretty fast in term s of
effectiveness over distance. The law  enforcem ent com m unity dum ped the use of
#4 buckshot as a duty load and w ent back to 00 buck w hen w e began finding out



that #4 w asn't giving the desired penetration. R ifled slugs are m ostly to be
avoided unless you need the longer range and penetration a rifled slug affords, or
if you live soem w here like A laska, w here your four legged predator problem
involves large anim als like bear, rather than the coyote of the M idw est. Yep, for
A laskan defense, 3-to 3-1/2-inch m agnum  rifled slugs, and a six to nine round
m agazine capacity sounds like an ideal com bination.

TA C T IC A L C O N SID E R AT IO N S FO R  T H E  H O M E  D E FE N SE
SH O T G U N

H aving a tactical shotgun does not m ake you ―tactical,‖ nor, m ore im portantly,
does it m ake you invincible. Possession of a firearm  does not autom atically
im bue you w ith som e sort of force-field or protective shield a' la ―Star Trek.‖ In
other w ords, just because you have a concealed carry perm it or are a law
enforcem ent officer, you can't just go into dangerous areas or situations w ith
total abandon. D on't let it give you a false sense of security. The only thing that
possession of a w eapon does is give you an opportunity to defend yourself
should you find yourself in a bad situation. Especially as a civilian or off-duty
cop, you should scrupulously avoid trouble to begin w ith, w hether arm ed or not.

H aving a tactical shotgun does not m ake you invincible.

W hen I travel off-duty, I am  alw ays arm ed w ith a handgun, cellphone,
personally ow ned X -26 Taser¬ , N orthend W oodcrafter's¬  C ocobolo Straight
B aton (beautiful interm ediate force option ‍  w w w .northendw oodcrafters.com ),
som etim es pepper spray, som e sort of tactical light, a cutting/rescue tool, and, in
the trunk of m y car, som ething bigger, like a M ossberg 590 Tactical Shotgun
and/or an A R 15, plus m y SW AT gear. You cops out there in particular, please
take note:You need to have m ore w ith you than just a firearm  or tactical blade



for off-duty/plainclothes defense. You need to have interm ediate force options.
O ff-duty encounters or personal defense situations w ill not alw ays involve
deadly force. You m ay have to intervene in a dom estic, deal w ith an obnoxious
drunk, or assist an on-duty officer w ith an arrest.

Even w ith all this gear and layered levels of defense, I take great caution as to
w here I am  driving, (especially in unfam iliar areas-a G PS is critical here) and am
alert to everything around m e should I find m yself in a less than desirable area.

You can be hurt or killed if your adversary or adversaries are arm ed w ith
firearm s or other deadly w eapons. A lso, that tactical shotgun can be taken from
you and used against you if you are careless or lack the appropriate
determ ination to kill your opponent. Yes, you have to be prepared to kill your
opponent. You have chosen one of the m ost pow erful civilian-legal handheld
w eapons to defend hearth, hom e and fam ily. H itting som eone w ith eight to
w hatever num ber of individual pellets traveling at about 1200 feet per second
and w eighing around an ounce in total, rather than a single sm all projectile such
as w hatever caliber round you are using in a handgun, m ultiplies the odds that
irreparable dam age w ill be done to that hum an body, w hich can result in death.

―L E SS-L E T H A L ‖ R O U N D S?
Even if you buy som e of the new  rubber pellet or bean bag ―less-lethal‖ 12

gauge rounds, sim ilar to law  enforcem ent less-lethal rounds that are available to
civilians, you can still kill or m aim  som eone at close range, especially if you hit
them  in the head or throat. W e now  use the term  ―less-lethal‖ to describe
interm ediate w eapons in law  enforcem ent rather than ―non-lethal‖ for precisely
this reason. People can die due to any type of force being applied to them , so
nothing is considered non-lethal in term s of force application.

That said, there w ill be tim es in property defense w here a less-lethal option is
desirable. O nce inside your hom e, the dynam ics change in term s of the use of
lethal force. G enerally, if you are not also in fear of your life, you cannot use
deadly force to defend property.

W hat about situations involving m arauding teenagers or overly aggressive
dogs, threatening but not deadly? A  large canister of fog delivery pepper spray is
great. N ote that, in this case, you are using a dedicated less-lethal device (spray
canister), not a lethal device m odified for less-lethal use (shotgun loaded w ith
less-lethal loads). In hom e defense situations, w hen you em ploy a firearm , it



should be loaded w ith potentially lethal am m unition (live standard rounds), not
less-lethal am m unition.

A t 2 a.m . w hen you hear your front door com e crashing in, you are in fear for
your life. Shocked, startled aw ake and scared, your m ind and heart tell you that
you are facing the threat of death. A nyone that breaks into an occupied structure
is a serious offender, w ho for w hatever reason is taking a big risk of doing so,
and obviously feels they have the upper hand. W e are after all, still living in a
nation (at least at the tim e of this w riting) w ith an extrem ely high rate of per
capita firearm s ow nership. The chances are good that, if you break into an
occupied residence, som eone inside is going to have a gun, w hich they w ill end
up pointing in your direction. That m eans that the burglar is likely prepared to
m eet your deadly force w ith som e form  of force of his ow n. H e is probably not
entering your house w ith pepper spray, a Taser¬  or less-lethal rounds loaded in
his gun.

T H E  SH O T G U N  C A N N O T D E FE N D  the hom e itself. It takes a determ ined and skilled user to do that,
such as this w om an defending her hom e w ith a W ilson C om bat/Scattergun Technologies B order Patrol.



You are going to need to assum e that the person w ho entered your hom e is
there to kill you or cause you serious physical harm  (including rape or
abduction). Even if that is not their im m ediate objective, it m ay be the end result.
You have to be prepared to kill the intruder first to stop them  from  killing you or
your fam ily m em bers.

If you can't stom ach the use of deadly force to preserve your ow n life, then
m aybe you can be prepared to use it in order to save your fam ily. B ut if you feel
you couldn't take a life to save even your ow n fam ily (not likely for readers of
this book-but good advice for others w ho are pondering this problem ) then you
shouldn't be using a lethal force w eapon to defend to begin w ith. Instead
consider using a civilian C 3 Taser¬  or pepper spray.

I used to, w hen conducting police academ y firearm s training, take the
standard, politically correct tack that w hen you shoot som eone you are ―shooting
to stop‖ or ―neutralize‖ an assailant or fleeing dangerous felon.

A fter instructing using this term inology over m any years, I ended up listening
to experts like C olonel D avid G rossm an (w hose book ―O n C om bat‖ should be
m andatory reading if you are planning on using a firearm  for personal defense),
and had a personal epiphany. I cam e to the conclusion that using the politically
sensitive term s like ―neutralize,‖ especially w hen it com es to ―active shooters,‖
sanitizes w hat w e m ight have to do to end the threat: take a hum an life.

Training in the politically correct m indset leaves the person using the firearm
for defense psychologically unprepared for w hat they m ight have to do. Yes, w e
w ant to stop the assailant, but the only sure w ay to stop them  is by im parting
enough physical dam age to the hum an structure that they can no longer function.



T H E  U LT IM AT E  in layered defense, all by W ilson C om bat. These three w eapons cover all hom e or
escape and evade defense needs. The U LC  .45 handles all the interpersonal confrontations at contact

distances. The not-so-Standard M odel shotgun is great for all the conflicts w ithin the 50 yard ―w hites of
their eyes‖ distances, w hile the new  6.8 SPC  R econ w ith N ightforce 2.5 Õ 10 Illum inated R eticle Scope can

take it out to 600 yards.

A  burglar is probably not entering your house w ith pepper
spray, a Taser¬  or less-lethal rounds loaded in his gun.

G enerally, this m eans that death can result im m ediately from  that dam age you
inflicted. It m ust be considered that the person you use your tactical shotgun
against m ay very w ell die as a result of that use, and factually, not technically,
that is w hat you are setting about to do w hen you level that shotgun against an
intruder. There is a reason it is referred to as ―deadly‖ force. A s a civilian
considering the use of force in self-defense or hom e protection, you m ust
consider this issue before you even purchase the shotgun. Purchasing a tactical
shotgun, and the use of deadly force, is not to be taken lightly.

STO R IN G  T H E  SH O T G U N
In alm ost all hom e defense situations, for those w ho can handle it, I

recom m end the 12 gauge pum p shotgun over a double barrel or sem i-auto.
Exam ples of excellent pum p gun selections are those from  W ilson



C om bat/Scattergun Technologies, Ithaca, M ossberg, B enelli, and of course
R em ington. The pum p is the fastest and sim plest to get into action, as long as it
is stored in the proper condition, and trained w ith that w ay.

The hom e defense pum p shotgun should be stored w ith slide forw ard, action
closed, internal ham m er dow n, safety off, cham ber em pty, w ith a fully loaded
m agazine, or as w e call it, ―C ruiser R eady.‖ This w ay, all you have to do to fire a
round is w ork the pum p action to cham ber the round and pull the trigger. N o
loading, no safety to flick off, just that aw esom e sound of the shotgun being
racked and the shell entering the cham ber. That sound m ay be enough to send
your w ould-be adversary beating a hasty retreat.

O FFIC E R S D E PL O Y  in a hasty three-m an active shooter search form ation, or Q U A D  (Q uick U nit A ction
D eploym ent) form ation behind an A rm orshield¬  B allistic B lanket arm ed w ith a R em ington 887 N itrom ag

Tactical w ith SIG  M ini R ed D ot Sight (left) and full size B enelli M 2 Tactical on right. In the C ity of
C olum bus, the first active shooter incident to be term inated by police follow ing active shooter training w as
done by a single officer w ith a load of buckshot from  a R em ington 870 to the head of the suspect, thus

ending the incident.

A  pum p shotgun stored this w ay beats a double barrel that you have to load



w hen you need it, or store loaded w ith the action open. Its also beats a sem i-auto,
w hich can also be stored in a sim ilar w ay, but w hose operation is a bit m ore
com plicated.

To store the w eapon safely, install a Lifejacket¬  or sim ilar locking system  that
covers the entire action area and allow s key or digital entry to your gun. N ever
use a trigger guard lock w hich im pinges on the inside of the trigger guard, such
as the m odels from  M asterlock₧ , on a loaded w eapon, even if you keep the
cham ber em pty. It is too easy to m ake a m istake and definitely not recom m ended
by the m anufacturer.

L IFE JA C K E T IN  PL A C E  on a w ell w orn R em ington 870 at a deer cam p. W eapon can be secured, but is
still portable.



L IFE JA C K E T SE C U R IT Y  SY ST E M S are excellent for secure yet quick access. R elatively inexpensive
and key operated, they can be bolted inside a vehicle or locations w ithin the hom e or locked in place as
stand-alone locks allow ing the guns to be m oved from  place to place. H ere is a lifejacket locked in place

over an H K  autoloading shotgun. N ote that the action is locked to the rear.

L IFE JA C K E T FO R  A U TO L O A D IN G  SH O T G U N  is show n in the open position. N ote the interior
padding, and how  the lifejacket surrounds and encloses the entire action. The Lifejacket is also available for

handguns and rifles.

N ever use a trigger guard lock w hich im pinges on the inside of the
trigger guard on a loaded w eapon.

The lock can be left unlocked at night for easy access. Select from  the m any
ready access system s, so unauthorized persons, children, daylight burglars w ho
operate w hen you're not there, and the curious don't have access to your gun.

C onceal the location of the gun so it cannot be readily observed by others,
even friends, w ho m ay be inside your house. I rem em ber as a kid that m y father
told m y brother and I, ―N ever, I repeat never, tell anyone anything about the
guns w e ow n.‖ A lthough those instructions w ere m ostly given to us due to fear
of governm ent gun registration schem es (that w as before the B ATFE and Federal
Form  4468) w hich w ere being talked about in the violent 1960s, keeping our
firearm  ow nership inform ation quiet prevented w ord from  spreading through an
initially innocent starting point to som eone w ho is a burglar.

A nother piece of advice from  m y father is for those of you w ith kids at hom e.
To help prevent a terrible tragedy, yet keep your firearm  available for defensive
use, rem ove any curiosity about the shotgun or any defensive firearm  by
allow ing your kids to see the gun unloaded w henever they reasonably w ant to.
M y dad's w illingness to let us see and handle the unloaded fam ily firearm s w as



coupled w ith the adm onition that he w ould kill us (m y brother and I) if w e ever
touched one of the guns w ithout his perm ission and oversight. This system
w orked perfectly, especially after he taught us to shoot at ages 8 (m e) and 6 (m y
brother). I got to see the guns all I w anted, learned to handle them  carefully, and
never, ever looked at them  on m y ow n. O ur curiosity w as satisfied, and the great
m ystery (w hich draw s children to secretive things like m oths to a flam e) about
firearm s w as gone.

If you don't think this w ill w ork, keep the shotgun unloaded w ith the shells
stored in another location. In case of em ergency, you w ould ―com bat load‖ the
pum p or autoloading shotgun by dropping a live cartridge into the cham ber first,
closing the action, then if you have tim e, loading the rem aining rounds in the
m agazine tube. If you choose to keep your hom e defense gun in this condition,
then the double barrel is probably the fasted to get into action w hen loading w ith
loose shells, and thus a better choice for you. There is a lot less m anipulation
involved w ith a double to get those tw o shells online fast.

D E FE N SIV E  R E SPO N SE : B A SIC  G U ID E L IN E S
N ow  that an intruder has m ade entry, w hat do you do? Let's look at the

defensive response in term s of som e sim ple rules or guidelines.

Stop, look, listen

U nless a fam ily m em ber is in the process of being attacked, this old adage
rem inds us to assess the situation before m aking our next m ove. W e m ay have
been startled aw ake, or otherw ise disturbed, and are plenty scared. W e need to
allow  for a short 5-10 count to allow  our heart rate to drop dow n just a bit so w e
can assess the situation w ith a clear and calm er head as w e obtain the shotgun,
w hich ideally should be close at hand.

N ext w e look to visually clear our im m ediate area. Is the threat upon us? D o
w e need additional lighting? Is our w eapon ready?

Then w e listen. W hat w as it that aw akened us in the first place? W as it the
intruder prow ling about, or w as the dog barking alerting us to an intruder? W as
the stim ulus real? W as it our im agination? W as it one of our kids or relatives
com ing in late? O r, w as it indeed an intruder? In som e cases, it m ight be our
significant other w ho alerted us and w e didn't hear anything. O nce w e can m ake
an initial assessm ent and are arm ed, w e can proceed.



N ote that getting arm ed should ideally happen after w e have calm ed dow n and
are fully aw ake. This can prevent accidents and tragedies.

Stay put or search?

O ne thing I teach police cadets, and that I w ant to m ake readily apparent here,
is that personal stuff isn't w orth dying over (or for that m atter, killing som eone
over). N early all your personal stuff, your property, can be replaced. That's w hat
insurance is for. R em em ber, the presence of a gun does not m ake you invincible.
D o you really w ant to give up your existence over the loss of a big screen TV
w hich you see w alking out the door in the hands of others?

If there is no one else in your hom e that you have to defend-STAY  PU T! G et
you and your significant other, if there is one, behind your bed and cover the
bedroom  doorw ay (assum ing that you are in a night tim e defense situation). If
the intruder m akes it to the bedroom  doorw ay looking for you, m ake sure you
identify your target as foe, not friend, before you fire.

K now  w here your other fam ily m em bers are or should be, and then issue a
verbal challenge from  your room . Shouting ―G et out of m y house, I have a gun‖
w orks very nicely, along w ith dialing 911 and putting the phone on the speaker
and handing it to your significant other.

H ere's a tip of personal im portance to m e: Please don't m is-identify uniform ed
responding officers (such as m e), as a foe. Stay on the line w ith 911 and do not, I
repeat do not, put your gun dow n until you know  that there are officers in the
house. I say ―put dow n‖ because w e w ould rather not be greeted by som eone
w ith a gun in their hand during a high stress situation. H ow ever, there is a w idley
told story about a hom eow ner (fem ale) w ho w as raped and m urdered after she
put her handgun aw ay at the behest of a very m isguided 911 dispatcher.

If you have other fam ily m em bers in the house that need to be protected and
w ho are in a different location than you, you need to begin room  clearing or go
straight for the threat, w hich leads to the next basic guideline.

M ove slow ly

M ove slow ly during room  clearing, unless a fam ily m em ber is being
assaulted, of course. If there is an assault in progress and you know  w here the
threat is, head straight to it and take it out, w hich is the sam e response that
officers use in dealing w ith an active shooter. If you don't know  w here they are,



or if you are unsure that there is som eone inside, then you need to search and
clear. In ―SW ATland,‖ w e call this a slow  or m ethodical search.

The searcher needs to m ove w ith the utm ost caution, because clearing room s
or areas of a hum an threat is the m ost dangerous activity a SW AT team  perform s.
N ote that I said this is the m ost dangerous activity a SW AT team  perform s, and
here you are doing a team  activity all by yourself.

O ne of the basic principles of any building clearing/room  clearing situation is
that w e never w ant to advance past an un-cleared room  or area. Your hom e
invasion situation could be a tw o or m ore person operation, and the noise you
are advancing tow ard is only one of the suspects. If you rush to get to the suspect
m aking the m ost noise and you bypass an un-cleared room , you m ay now  find
yourself confronting not only a threat in front of you but then suddenly and
sim ultaneously confronted by that overlooked threat from  behind, w hich could
cost you and your fam ily m em bers their lives.

You can see that building clearing, even in your ow n hom e, is tricky stuff, and
w hy I recom m end that if you can, stay in your fortified bedroom . B ut you m ay
not alw ays have that choice if isolated fam ily m em bers are in danger. Therefore
m ove slow ly, w ith m inim al noise, because you don't w ant the intruder taking a
hostage. There are som e additional sim ple rules for room /building clearing that
you should adhere to.

1. You are on your hom e turf. Your intruder isn't. N ot only does this give you
the advantages of know ing w here everything is, but it also allow s you the ability
to practice the room  clearing in your hom e as m any tim es as it takes. Take
advantage of this and practice, practice, practice w ith that U N LO A D ED
shotgun.

2. M ove slow ly. Yes, I already said that but I'm  saying it again. A drenalin
triggers ―fight or flight.‖ You have to control those urges until the actual fight
ensues.

3. D on't rack that pum p until you are ready to shoot (unless your objective is
to chase the bad-guy out by scaring the heck out of them  w ith that m agic sound).
It can be racked and fired in a split second.

B efore you m ove from  one doorw ay area to the next, visually clear the area
you are m oving into w hile staying as far back from  the doorw ay as you can.
D on't allow  the shotgun barrel to lead you and thus advertise and give aw ay your



position. You w ill have to round m ost corners at a low -ready position, gun
tucked in at the shoulder and barrel pointed dow n at about a 45 degree angle.
W hen you enter the next open area, such as the interior of a room , you can com e
back up to high ready (as in ―I'm  highly ready to shoot you now ‖), scanning the
area through your sights.

The M ossberg 590 pum p, w ith its M 4 C arbine collapsible stock and pistol
grip, w orks great for this purpose w ith the stock collapsed all the w ay dow n, yet
it does allow  you to fire accurately and com fortably from  a shouldered position.
The K noxx recoil reduction system  as sold by B LA C K H AW K ! has an M 4 stock
available as a replacem ent that not only provides the full range of adjustm ent,
but reduces felt recoil. M odels fit R em ington, M ossberg and W inchester
shotgun, and are available also in a non-recoil reducing variant w hich costs $60-
$70 less.

4. Practice firing your gun w ith one hand only. Yes, the shotgun can be fired
w ith one hand w hether the stock is a pistol grip type or standard. If you have an
average am ount of hand and arm  strength you can do this w ith a reasonable
degree of accuracy at seven yards or a little m ore. It's a skill you need to
develop. You m ay be opening a door w ith one hand, fending off an attacker, or
injured in one arm  by opposing gunfire and forced to fire (after, of course,
cham bering a round of am m o). It is an im portant skill to cultivate. If you use a
double gun for defense, you can get a second shot off w ith no problem  by
another pull of the trigger; a sem i-auto m ay jam . Just m ake that first shot count.

5. Exam ine your fields of fire in advance, and practice your m aneuvers w ith
an U N LO A D ED  gun. You have to account for the fact that even if your shot hits
the desired intruder target, it can penetrate the hum an body and continue into
your child's room  on the other side of the w all. Scope out your hom e w ith an eye
tow ards safe directions of fire and safest backstops.

6. U se light and your know ledge of your hom e to your advantage. D on't go
turning on all your lights as you search. U se your w eapons light, if you so equip
your shotgun, sparingly. You can lead and give aw ay your position by over-
illum inating in advance of your m ovem ent w ith excessively enthusiastic light or
laser use. U se your dark adaptive vision as m uch as possible, then use the
brightest w eapons light you can find to take out your opponents night vision, and
then them . You ow n the night in your house.

7. B e prepared to give verbal com m ands and challenges w hen you confront



the intruder because ultim ately you w ant to chase the suspect out of your hom e,
not kill them .

8. C hase the suspect out of your hom e if they w ill give you the opportunity.
You w ant their response to be som ething like one I saw  a num ber of years ago in
an A m erican R iflem an A rm ed C itizen colum n. In that particular situation, w hen
confronted by arm ed hom eow ner w ho asked the intruder ―w hat do you w ant‖?,
the m iscreant replied ―I w ant to be som eplace else‖ and hastily ―beat feet‖ from
the scene. If they are w illing to ―be som eplace else‖ don't attem pt to capture
them , let them  go.

You are in your ow n house, surrounded by your ow n fam ily w hose safety you
can't guarantee. There are a lot of things that can go w rong in a capture. A
m ajority of law  enforcem ent officers killed in the line of duty are killed w hile
m aking arrests. M om entarily covering the intruder as you hear the sirens com ing
at gunpoint is one thing. C overing them  for a long period of tim e w hile help is
com ing from  a long w ay off is another. O nce you call 911, how  soon do you
think help w ill arrive? It w ill seem  like a very high stress eternity. Further,
suspects com e in all varieties. Is the suspect you are covering a hardened
escaped convict, or a scared and stupid teen? W ere they there to steal, rape or
m urder?

G et the suspect out of your house im m ediately. O rder them  out w hen you
confront them . G et the threat aw ay from  you and your loved ones. The police, in
an organized and heavily arm ed fashion, w ith K 9 units and helicopters w ith
FLIR  gear, can find and confront them  later w ith overw helm ing num bers on
their side. Try and give the police the m ost detailed description of the suspect
possible, direction of travel, and vehicle type if any. If you can do all that, and
escape unharm ed along w ith your fam ily, you've accom plished your m ission of
defending hearth and hom e.
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C H A PT E R  T W O

T H E  L AW  E N FO R C E M E N T SH O T G U N

U N IO N  C O U N T Y  K 9 officer D arrel B renem an firing departm ent-issue R em ington 870 w ith afterm arket
pistol grip stock.

edicated law  enforcem ent shotguns have alw ays been ―tactical‖ ‍  they w ere
designed for or m odified for com bat use. A s m entioned earlier in this w ork,

the R em ington 870 has alw ays been the gold standard by w hich all other police
shotguns w ere judged, at least throughout m y 30-year law  enforcem ent career.
M ossberg and Ithaca w ere the other tw o com panies w ho w ere m ost com petitive
w ith the R em ington police em pire, but in m y native O hio I never rem em ber
seeing an agency equipped w ith either, just the odd representative m odel here
and there. B ut there w ere others still. W hen I started w ith one m unicipal police
departm ent, our ―arsenal‖ (properly term ed ―arm ory‖) contained tw o W inchester
M odel 12 m ilitary pum p shotguns as w ell as one old W inchester M odel 97
Pum p. N one of these guns w ere actually out on the street anym ore even though



they w ere operational, having long since been eclipsed by blue steel R em ington
870 pum p shotguns. W hile these old stalw arts w ere cool to play w ith, they w ere
later traded in, along w ith a couple of M 1 C arbines, for the purchase of new  duty
pistols.

W hile double barrel shotguns of various m akes and m odels w ere popular w ith
frontier law  enforcem ent agencies for short range usage, they w eren't m uch use
at long range on the G reat Plains. They w ere saw ed off by their ow ners or users
from  their original hunting length to a m ore handy barrel length. B ut it w as the
W inchester M odel 97 pum p gun (as in 1897) that w as the first shotgun to see
w idespread m ilitary and police service as a tactical shotgun. The M ilitary 97 w as
nothing m ore than the sporting/hunting M odel 97, designed by John M .
B row ning, m odified for com bat use.

In the days before the Thom pson Subm achine G un, the M odel 97
and the M odel 1911 C olt .45 w ere the only gam e in tow n for
clearing trenches.

The trench m odel, also lovingly referred to as the ―trench broom ,‖ w as issued
to our ―dough-boys‖ in the First W orld W ar, and w as capable of m ounting the
M odel 1917 B ayonet. It w as equipped w ith a perforated m etal heat shield over
the short 18-inch barrel. In 12 gauge w ith a 2-3/4-inch cham ber (3-inch
m agnum s w eren't around then), the 97 proved handy and very quick to fire w ith
its pum p action, decim ating any G erm an soldier w ho stood in its path. O ne only
had to be careful w ith its straight style stock w rist w hich w as developed before
―ergonom ic‖ w as a w ord. W hen cycled, the bolt com es back as the action is
opened and extends out of the rear of the receiver, unlike m odern pum p guns
w hose action is contained w ithin the receiver. W hen the bolt extends out the rear,
there is very little com fort gap betw een the bottom  of it and the top of the stock
w rist. If you aren't careful w ith your grip and hand position and actually w rap
your thum b all the w ay around the stock, you w ill get ―train tracks‖ across your
thum b and the back of your hand ‍  sort of like an ―M 1 thum b‖ type of injury.

The bolt bite of the 97 w as still a sm all price to pay for the short
m aneuverable barrel and rapid firing speed of the 97 in close quarters w hen
com pared to the 24-inch long barrels and slow er firing rate of the m ain bolt
action battle rifles such as the Springfield, Enfield, M auser and other bolt guns
of the tim e. In the days before the Thom pson Subm achine G un, the M odel 97



and the M odel 1911 C olt .45 w ere the only gam e in tow n for clearing trenches
‍  that is, actually m oving inside an enem y trench ‍  or defending your ow n
trench from  invaders.

A fter the w ar, these M odel 97s becam e surplus and w ere sold to law
enforcem ent agencies, w here they rapidly found their w ay into police vehicles
all over the U .S., sans bayonet. There is a great picture in the C olum bus O hio
Police A cadem y building of a group of four uniform ed C olum bus police officers
in the 1920s (during Prohibition) riding in an open top car. In the photo, there
w as the driver w ith both hands on the w heel, the front passenger w ho w as truly
―riding shotgun‖ w ith his M odel 97 pum pgun carried m uzzle up, the rear seat
driver's side passenger w ho w as arm ed w ith a M 1927 Thom pson Subm achine
gun also carried m uzzle up, and w hat is m y actually favorite display of
w eaponry, the officer in the passenger side rear seat. H e w as arm ed w ith a, get
this, M odel 1918 B row ning B A R . Im agine an officer on patrol these days
carrying a fully-autom atic, tw enty pound .30-06 caliber w eapon firing full m etal
jacket 150 grain bullets at a velocity of about 2800 fps in a densely populated
urban area. Tim es have indeed changed.

The M odel 97 soldiered on throughout W W II, K orea, V ietnam  and even into
the G ulf W ar. Perhaps m ore than anyplace else, it w as at its best in jungle
com bat. It can probably still be found out-of-service in sm all police departm ent
arm ories across the U .S. The 97 w as a sem inal design that brought us to w here
w e are today w ith our current crop of law  enforcem ent shotguns. Police
shotguns, w ith the exception of som e very exotic m odels, are, like the old 97,
nothing m ore than ―com batized‖ guns w hich w ere originally designed for
hunting. N onetheless, they w ork very w ell in their assigned roles.



STO R M  D O G  T R A C K IN G  dem onstration ‐Y ‒ form ation w ith K 9 unit. The lead tracker on the right
protects the K 9 and his handler w ith a R em ington 870 pum p shotgun.

The 97 gave us the term  ―riot gun,‖ w hich is no longer in com m on use as it
pertains to the tactical shotgun, w hich is also indicative of just how  m uch tim es
have changed. B ack w hen this term  w as in vogue, you could actually shoot large
m asses of lethal buckshot at rioting crow ds. If you did this from  a goodly
distance aw ay, the receivers of said buckshot m ight not die, but they could be
blinded or severely injured. Such usage w ouldn't go over so w ell these days,
w hich is w hy w e now  use 37m m  grenade launchers loaded w ith w ooden baton
rounds or rubber pellets, w hich can still cause the sam e injury problem s, albeit at
a closer range than lead ball rounds, and w hich are designed from  the get-go to
be less-lethal in nature.

W ith that brief introduction, let's look at the m odern tactical shotgun and its
current use in law  enforcem ent.

SH O T G U N S A S PAT R O L W E A PO N S
First, w e have to realize that the police shotgun, as a regular patrol w eapon, is

being supplem ented and in som e cases supplanted by the patrol rifle, generally a
variant of the A R -15 platform  in 5.56m m  caliber. The A R -15 adm ittedly has
som e advantages over the m ighty 12 gauge pum pgun for patrol use: m ore rounds
on board, longer range, less recoil (w hich m akes for m ore accurate fire and a
m ore enjoyable tim e on the range), and a m anual of arm s that is consistent w ith
the operation of the sem i-autom atic pistol, thus sim plifying training. W e have
hundreds of m ilitary veterans com ing back from  Iraq and A fghanistan w ho are



m ore than a little fam iliar w ith the M 4 carbine or M 16A 2, w hich drastically
reduces the training curve for these folks w hen they join police departm ents.
W hile there is a lot to be said for the A R -15 w eapons system , there is also a lot
to be said for the police shotgun.

There is no doubt that the 12 gauge pum p, ex-em plified by R em ington and
M ossberg as the tw o m ost com m only encountered brands in everyday law
enforcem ent service, is highly reliable in operation and w ithstands a lot of abuse
w ith little attention to m aintenance. The standard A R -15 needs to be kept
reasonably clean and w ell lubricated. Try to run one for any length of tim e dry
and, unless you have one of the new  specially coated and treated bolt carriers,
you w on't run them  for long w ithout jam m ing.

The old adage says, if you w ant to test a new  piece of equipm ent to see how
durable it is, give it to a cop. A  police shotgun sits in a cruiser, day after day, in
extrem e tem peratures and hum idity, at least in the M idw est, often m ounted
barrel up (or they used to be in pre-airbag days), w hich lets any lubricant run
out. Yet, you end up w ith a dry action that still w orks. R eliability is a m ajor
factor in selecting law  enforcem ent w eapon system s, and the pum p shotgun has
it in spades.

A long w ith reliability com es durability. Shotguns have to be the m ost abused
of all police w eapons, but it is dam n hard to break one. They are often tossed
into the trunk w ith stuff throw n on top of them  and just left there. They are rarely
cleaned and lubed or paid attention to unless it's tim e for qualification. W ith
these facts in m ind, serious thought needs to be given to w hat type of law
enforcem ent shotgun is issued to the m asses for daily patrol use.

In order to keep departm ent-issued shotguns operational as long as possible,
an issuing agency needs to keep them  basic. N o fancy optical sights, especially
battery-operated ones. Stick w ith m echanical front and rear sights of som e
configuration ‍  R em ington rifle type, G host R ings, Three D ots or Fiber O ptics
‍  just as long as it isn't a bead and doesn't need batteries. The sam e goes for
w eapon lights on the shotgun. W hile Surefire m akes an excellent flashlight
replacem ent forend for pum p shotguns, it w ould require m aintenance and battery
changes to keep them  going. W hile m any officers w ould take care of the guns
and battery-operated accessories, m ore w ould not, so that w hen you needed that
light the m ost, it w ouldn't be w orking.



T
w o days before I arrived at an A m erican Society of Law
Enforcem ent Trainers C onference in A nchorage, A laska, in
January 1995 (yes, January, that is not a m isprint) a college

professor w as stom ped to death by a large and angry m oose that
had clim bed onto his front porch. This occurred in tow n, w ithin
the A nchorage city lim its, w hich is w here I saw  the m ost m oose
during the trip. This professor unw isely tried to ―shoo‖ the m oose
from  his porch. The m oose w asn't particularly im pressed by the
professor. A  m oose, w hich can be seven feet tall at the shoulder
and 1500 plus pounds, probably w ouldn't have been too im pressed
by a 5.56m m  bullet, or a bunch of them , unless they took the form
of m ultiple headshots. A  3-inch m agnum  rifled slug or tw o is
probably the best m edicine to resolve situations like these.

O ne of the big com plaints in the past about the shotgun, especially w hen
com pared to the rifle, is its m agazine capacity of only four rounds. C oupled w ith
a slow er loading system  than other w eapons (there is no detachable box
m agazine), one can feel at a disadvantage. These days, in the age of the active
shooter, m axim um  m agazine capacity is a m ust, and that m eans that an extended
m agazine tube of six to nine rounds is in order for the patrol shotgun. W hile this
higher capacity m akes the gun a little m ore ungainly and m uzzle heavy, it does
give you betw een tw o and five rounds of additional insurance.

R U R A L A R E A S A N D  A N IM A L S
There is also the raw  pow er factor of a 12 gauge shotgun. In rural areas w here

there w ere large and som etim es angry anim als, the 12 gauge pum p, loaded w ith
rifled slugs rather than buckshot, w ould be m y patrol car w eapon of choice.
A laska, M aine, M innesota, Tennessee and N orth C arolina are a few  of the
regions that com e to m ind. In A laska, M innesota and M aine, m oose can be a
problem . Large and tem peram ental, m oose have taken their toll on hum ans m ore
than a few  tim es. Legendary A frican big gam e hunter R obert R uark said ―bring
enough gun,‖ and for som ething like this, I w ould heed his advice.

For sm aller angry anim als, charges of 00 buckshot w ork w ell w hen the
attacking anim al is som ething like a charging pit bull. For an anim al m oving at
speed, there's a better chance of hitting it w ith a spread of shot rather than single
rifle or pistol bullets, unless you're talking about a full-auto-capable A R -15. 00



buck is also great for finishing dispatching sick or injured anim als, such as rabid
raccoons or deer struck by cars.

Speaking of anim als, I have w orked in the past w ith a nearby K 9 training
com pany called Storm  D og Training (w w w .storm dogtraining.com ) located in
Sunbury, O hio. O ne of their specialties is m an-tracking operations, using
techniques licensed from  the Scott-D onelan Tracking School
(w w w .trackingoperations.com ) w hich is nam ed after and run by w orld renow ned
R hodesian m an-tracker D avid Scott-D onelan. H aving attended the Level I
tracking course offered by Storm  D og, I learned a great deal about w orking w ith
K 9 officers, and how  they should operate for safety. O ne of the key features is
the use of a ―Y ‖ Tactical Tracking form ation w herein there are tw o key trackers
at the point of the Y, w ith the K 9 handler behind in the fork of the Y, and then
team  leader and com m unications personnel/ rear guard behind the K 9. The idea
is to provide safety for the K 9 and handler.

Traditional m ethods of tracking have the K 9/ handler out in front leading on
the track-w hich is in essence leading w ith a less-lethal force option (the dog)
against the suspect you are searching for w ho m ay be planning on using a lethal
force option. H ere the point m en at the tip of the Y  are also tracking and looking
for sign for the dog to follow  on. W hen the searches are in deeply w ooded area,
the point m an w eapon of choice is the 12 gauge shotgun loaded w ith rifled slugs.
D avid Scott-D onelan recom m ended this com bination to the point m en over an
A R -15 because of the greater brush-bucking capability of a rifled slug w eighing
in at one ounce versus a 55 grain 5.56m m  bullet (437 grains to the ounce). So at
least one of the point m en in such an area search needs to carry a 12 gauge,
unless tracking in open fields or urban areas w here a rifle w ould be the best
choice.

A M M O  FO R  PAT R O L
Each patrol shotgun should be equipped w ith both buckshot and rifled slugs

for use in suburban/urban situations w here the greater penetration of rifled slugs
is not alw ays called for and the low er penetration of 00 buckshot is m ore
desirable. 00 buck can be turned or stopped by even the low est-rated soft body
arm or. A t closer ranges, for certain applications, 00 buck is excellent. Situations
such as raids and w orking w arrants or doing felony takedow ns all w ork best w ith
buck over slugs. If m ore range is needed, then the versatility factor of the
shotgun com es into play and rifled slug rounds can be selected for use.



For urban/suburban use, if you are w orking w ith an extended m agazine tube
as recom m ended, I w ould load up the m agazine tube w ith 00 buckshot, one less
than full capacity. (For a seven round tube, carry six rounds.) Then, if you find
yourself in a situation w here you need that longer range and penetration of a
rifled slug, all you do is put a rifled slug in the m agazine tube, rack the action,
and you are ready w ith a long range shot. You can even put another slug in the
tube after charging on top of the rem aining buckshot rounds so the second round
up the spout w ould also be a rifled slug.

B y loading your shotgun this w ay, you can get rifled slugs into action w ith a
m inim um  of m anipulation under stress. You don't even have to w ork the action
to get started, nor do you have to clear any rounds out first. If you only have a
m agazine tube w ith four rounds capacity, then don't dow nload it. Just get good at
taking a couple of live rounds out, then filling in w ith rifle slugs. Your rifled
slugs can be carried on the side of the receiver in a ―side saddle‖ carrier type
arrangem ent, so you are not fum bling around in a glove box or gear bag looking
for your slugs; they are alw ays right there on the gun.

If you are an officer going into an active shooter situation and your
prim ary w eapon system  is the shotgun, then the rifled slug is an
absolute m ust.

It is unfortunate that tw o w eeks prior to the infam ous 1997 Los A ngeles bank
robbery shootout, the form er L.A .P.D . police chief had ordered the rem oval of
all rifled slug am m unition from  L.A .P.D . patrol cars, as rifled slugs w ere
determ ined to be too harsh for use against bad guys.



M O V IN G  W H IL E  SH O O T IN G  (not m oving and shooting) is an im portant part of qualification. D eputy
R ich C rabtree dem onstrates the lateral m ovem ent portion of the qualification course.

T H E  B E N E L L I M 1 Tactical w ith a 14-inch barrel m akes a fine SW AT gun. N ote the m aneuverability of



the w eapon w hen exiting a Lenco B earcat SW AT vehicle.

W hen the robbery w ent dow n, featuring tw o heavily-arm ored perpetrators
arm ed w ith converted full auto A K -47 and SK S rifles in 7.62Õ39 calibers, the
officers long-range response consisted of 9m m  Luger rounds fired from  B eretta
and Sm ith and W esson pistols, and 12 gauge shotguns firing 00 buck. W hile the
L.A .P.D . w as not totally helpless and could som ew hat contain the threat, they
w ere essentially unable to take the threat out w ith the m eans they had at hand.

For the record, in this shootout the shotguns did not fail the officers. R ifled
slugs com bined w ith rifle sights and a cool head should prevail in m ost police
engagem ents out to a range of 75 yards, and could have ended the L.A . situation
m uch sooner and w ithout SW AT.

This w as actually one of the very first ―active shooter‖ (before w e used that
term ) incidents, since it ended up being m uch m ore than a bank robbery. If you
are an officer going into an active shooter situation and your prim ary w eapon
system  is the shotgun, then the rifled slug is an absolute m ust for engaging a
threat like this. H ow ever, if you have a choice of an A R -15 rifle in an active
shooter incident or a shotgun ‍  especially if the shooter is in a large building
w ith long hallw ays or large open areas, or an situation ‍  then the rifle is
absolutely the outdoor situation ‍  then the rifle is absolutely the w eapon of
choice.

If the incident is in a sm all building w ith close confines, then the shotgun w ill
w ork very w ell w ith its close-range stopping pow er. In those rural areas w here
the big angry anim als dw ell, a shotgun loaded w ith rifled slugs, w ith spare rifled
slugs in a side saddle receiver-m ounted carrier is a good choice. B uckshot could
be kept in the cruiser for special circum stances.

For training and duty issue, reduced recoil rounds are recom m ended,
especially 8-pellet R em ington R educed R ecoil in both B uckshot and Slug
rounds, w hich I have w orked w ith extensively. A lthough I w as skeptical w hen
they first cam e out, they truly are easier on the shoulder w hen firing than
standard loads, and the eight pellets do pattern extrem ely tight. This low ered
recoil produces, in general, greater accuracy, since the shooter isn't being beaten
to death by the w eapon w hen they shoot for training or qualification.



T H IS SW AT B E N E L L I M 1 is equipped w ith a m agazine tube m ounted Surefire light w ith rem ote pressure
sw itch. N ote sling and elastic spare shell holder on stock.

A fter training and qualifying w ith standard loads, som e officers dread the
recoil of the shotgun so m uch that they w on't take it out of the cruiser w hen they
should. R ange officers should be w orking w ith trainees and the shotgun to find
out w hat w orks best for them . R educed recoil loads are great, not only for sm all
statured officers, but for officers of any size or gender, as it m akes the w hole
shotgun experience less unpleasant.

R educed recoil loads feel m uch like firing som ething like W inchester A A  Trap
and Skeet loads in term s of felt recoil. The only dow nside is that they m ay not
have enough ―oom ph‖ to function in som e sem i-autom atic shotguns, especially
in recoil operated sem i-autos such as B enelli's fine M 2 Tactical. I haven't had
any issues w ith the M ossberg 930 Special purpose sem i-auto in cycling reduced
recoil rounds or even light field loads. B ut the 930 is a gas operated shotgun, not
recoil operated. For pum ps, on the other hand, R educed R ecoil loads are the only
w ay to fly. A ll the big three am m o m akers ‍  R em ington, W inchester and
Federal ‍  offer reduced recoil law  enforcem ent loads in both 9-pellet and 8-
pellet configurations. G o w ith the 8-pellet for the tightest patterns.



L E SS-L E T H A L O PT IO N S
D ay-to-day police operations require the use of the shotgun for everything

from  perim eter control to felony traffic stop takedow ns to use as a less-lethal
cartridge launcher w ith ― beanbag‖ rounds (the m ost com m on type of less-lethal
am m o). Even as the shotgun is being replaced by the rifle in m any patrol cars
across the U .S., this is one area w here it can't be replaced by the rifle: as a
dedicated less-lethal w eapon launcher.

M any shotguns in police inventories are being converted to less-lethal use
w ith w ooden stocks being traded out for orange or yellow  polym er replacem ent
stocks. Som e are being spray-painted w ith those colors to avoid being accidently
loaded w ith standard lethal rounds w hen a less-lethal shot w as intended. N o new
w eapons system  is needed to deliver a less-lethal punch, just a changeover of the
rounds of am m o and the stock. In econom ic tim es like these, this is a very cost
efficient m ethod of upgrading force response options for any agency.

O FFIC E R  C H A D  W IL L IA M S dem onstrates proper form  w ith the M ossberg 930. N ote the 930's tall A R
front sight, adjustable G host R ing rear, eight-round m agazine tube, large bolt handle and top picatinny rail



available for optics.

PL A IN C L O T H E S O FFIC E R S confront crazed sw ord w ielding suspect. O fficer in foreground is equipped
w ith M ossberg/Taser X 12 Less-lethal ―shotgun‖ launcher, officer in background has the lethal cover w ith

M ossberg 930 sem i-auto. O fficers are initially in a bad position. N ote the X 26 Taser on the picatinny rail on
the shotguns forend.

O FFIC E R S H AV E  N O W  M O V E D  to solid cover behind trees, ready to deploy Taser X R EP or lethal



buckshot. Suspect is given m ultiple orders to drop the sw ord.

O FFIC E R S D E PL O Y  X R E P after suspect fails to com ply. X R EP round strikes w ith half the kinetic
energy load of beanbag round, then delivers a 20 second incapacitating Taser ride.

C L O SE -U P O F TA SE R  X R E P R O U N D . The sm all black end at the top is the end that strikes first, then
the low er end that contains the pow er m odule adheres to the body and clothing through the long ―chollo‖
spikes. Pow er is deployed for 20 seconds, w hich allow s the officer to close the distance and secure the



suspect.

C L O SE -U P O F D O W N E D  SU SPE C T  and deployed X R EP round, w hich is in tw o segm ents connected by
w ire.



TA SE R  X R E P PR A C T IC E  R O U N D  on left is $75. Live Taser X R EP on right is $150. They m ay seem
expensive but are m uch cheaper than a law suit out of even a justified lethal shooting. Taser X R EP rounds

and the M ossberg X 12 are not available to civilians.

There isn't an agency out there that can't afford to take one shotgun from  their
inventory and dedicate it to less-lethal use. Please do not m ake the m istake of
just unloading live rounds from  a standard in-service patrol shotgun and loading
it w ith beanbags w hen in a less-lethal crisis. Som ething very bad w ill eventually
happen w ith this system .

A nother less-lethal shotgun option is the new  X 12 LLS Taser ―Shotgun,‖
produced by M ossberg in cooperation w ith Taser¬ . W ith its bright yellow
polym er stocks, the X 12 is a highly m odified M odel 500 series shotgun (w ell,
it's really not a shotgun anym ore; it is a less-lethal launching system ) and w ill
fire only the Taser¬  X R EP¬  Electronic C ontrol D evice C artridge. N o other
lethal or less-lethal round w ill cham ber in it. You can, how ever, fire the X R EP
out of a standard 12 gauge shotgun and have it w ork properly, but this launcher
is the safest, m ost accurate firing system  for it.

For this particular shotgun, M ossberg m oved the safety from  their traditional
am bidextrous position at the rear of the receiver above the stock and placed it as
a crossbolt pushbutton ahead of the triggerguard in R em ington fashion (except
that R em ington's is at the rear of the triggerguard). This w as done to m ake it
m ore function to the R em ington, as the 870 is the gun used by the m ajority of



law  enforcem ent agencies in the U .S. The m idst of a critical situation is not the
tim e for w eapons system  retraining and refam iliarization. The X 12 is also
equipped w ith a sm all section of railed forend to w hich is attached an adaptor on
w hich to hook a standard X 26 Taser for close range control. The X 26 could then
be fired if need be by the forend control hand of the operator.

The X R EP cartridge itself is an am azing piece of technology. It has an
accurate/effective range of 50 feet (technically 100, but in firing the X R EP
practice cartridges I found the practice rounds w ork best at no further than 50
feet). Since a live X R EP cartridge costs around $150, you w on't get to fire m any
of those in practice. A t those distances, the X R EP strikes w ith approxim ately
half the kinetic energy of a standard 12 gauge beanbag round. This is the
initiation of the m ajor ―ouch‖ effect that is to follow .

O FFIC E R  C H A D  W IL L IA M S FIR E S PR A C T IC E  X R EP round dow nrange. The only sound they m ake
is a sm all pop, quieter than an X 26 Taser, w ith zero recoil. The M ossberg/Taser X 12 Launcher (it really isn't
a shotgun anym ore) features G host R ing sights, forend rail section for light and optics m ounting, and an

attachm ent point for an X 26 Taser if a close-in shot is needed.



W hat is really am azing about the X R EP is that, unlike the standard cartridge
being fired from  the M 26, X 26 or C 3 Taser handheld units, there are no w ires
trailing back to the firing unit to conduct pow er. Instead, the X R EP cartridge
itself contains all the pow er, circuitry and connections needed to activate and
pow er the Taser effect.

A s a certified Taser Instructor, I could describe the action upon im pact, but
instead I w ill quote from  the Taser w ebsite (w w w .taser.com ): ―In the X R EP¬
series, the nose assem bly of the projectile contains four forw ard facing barbed
electrodes. O n im pact, the forw ard facing barbed electrodes attach to the body of
the target. The energy from  the im pact breaks a series of fracture pins that
release the m ain chassis of the X R EP projectile w hich rem ains connected to the
nose by a nonconductive tether. The X R EP projectile autonom ously generates
N M I‖ (N euro-M uscular Incapacitation ‍  the electrical im pulse) ―for 20
continuous seconds‖ (as opposed to the five-second standard X 26 Taser ―ride‖).
―A s the chassis falls aw ay, six C holla electrodes autom atically deploy to deliver
the N M I effect over a greater body m ass.‖

A gain, the N M I effect w as preceded by the im pact of the X R EP round itself.

I've taken the five-second Taser ride in instructor school. I'm  here to tell you
that I cannot im agine experiencing a full 20 seconds of tim e under pow er,
preceded by the ―thunk‖ of the X R EP round itself.

The X R EP cartridge fired out of the X 12 gives the operator plenty of standoff
distance w hen confronting dangerous suspects. This w ay, they m ay be taken into
custody w ithout having to kill them . The 20 seconds of ride tim e allow s
responding officers plenty of tim e to close the distance to the suspect and
restrain them  w ith handcuffs, even w hile the ride is still going on.

The X R EP isn't used for the average drunk and disturbed call ‍  that's w hat
the X 26, a baton, or good old pepper spray is for. D eploying an X R EP or a
beanbag round is pretty serious stuff. If som eone is struck in the head or neck the
round is no longer less-lethal, but is likely to becom e lethal. W e save these
things, especially $150.00 per shot things, for folks w ho can cause us serious
physical harm .



M O SSB E R G 'S TA SE R  X 12 SH O T G U N  w ith X R EP practice and live loads, as w ell as an expended
X R EP cartridge.

O FFIC E R  U SIN G  T H E  TA SE R /M O SSB E R G  X 12 shotgun deploys (in sim ulation) the X R EP cartridge.



N ote that the X R EP round is fin-stabilized, and the barrel of the X 12 is rifled.

TA C T IC A L O FFIC E R  D E PL O Y S the Taser X R EP round from  the Taser/M ossberg X 12 shotgun. The
X 12 can only fire the X R EP round and no other.



A  V IE W  O F T H E  X R E P projectile as seen after it has been fired but before it has contacted a target. The
initial im pact of this round alone is about half that of a standard bean bag round. This serves as a split

second initial attention-getter, before the Taser charge is initiated.



AT O N LY  $75 A  SH O T , the X R EP practice round allow s for low er cost training as opposed for the actual
X R EP round at $150 per shot.

B eanbags and X R EPs are not general issue rounds for everyone on the street.
They are generally reserved for supervisors or road units w ho are also m em bers
of the SW AT team .

In addition to the 12 gauge rounds that have lim ited pow er, there is the m uch
larger 37 and even 40m m  launchers and rounds so there can be no m ix-up
betw een lethal and less-lethal deploym ent, and the chance of a less-lethal shot
turning lethal is greatly reduced.

TA C T IC A L T E A M  D E PL O Y M E N T
The tactical shotgun's character and configuration begins to change w hen w e

deploy it w ith our SW AT or specialty team s. A fter all, SW AT stands for Special
W eapons and Tactics, w hich also im plies that m ore training is given to the
m em bers of SW AT w ith any given w eapons system  than is given to the average
street officer. This allow s SW AT w eapons to becom e m ore ―exotic‖ w hen
com pared to standard patrol w eapons.

The tactical shotgun for SW AT and special team s can be equipped in w ays that


