GunDigest

TACTICAL

* HOME DEFENSE
-MODELS

* LAW ENFORCEMENT
s FAVORITES

e AMMUNITION =~ =
\\ SELECTION “45.— -
T -..:_,.-“‘. 4 ":il;'-f
%
\
"
AN \X
-~ ?




Digest’

TACTICAL
SHOTéLIN'

* HOME DEFENSE
MODELS

* LAW ENFORCEMENT
FAVORITES

% ¢« AMMUNITION
'\ SELECTION




GunDigest-
TACTICAL
SHOTGUN

SCOTT W. WAGNER



Copyright * 2011 F+W Media, Inc.

All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher, except by areviewer who may quote brief
passages in acritical article or review to be printed in a magazine or newspaper, or electronically
transmitted on radio, television, or the Internet.



Published by

GD '@medfa

Gun Digest " Books, an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
Krause Publications* 700 East State Street * 1ola, WI 54990-0001
715-445-2214 ' 888-457-2873
www.krausebooks.com

To order books or other products call toll-free 1-800-258-0929
or visit us online at www.krausebooks.com, www.gundigeststore.com
or www. Shop.Collect.com

Cover photo courtesy Yamil R. Sued/Photoworks, www.hotgunshots.com

ISBN-13: 978-1-4402-1553-7
elSBN-13: 978-1-4402-1889-7
ISBN-10: 1-4402-1553-7

Cover Design by Tom Nelsen
Designed by Dustin Reid
Edited by Corrina Peterson

Printed in the United States of America



DEDICATION

-I-hi swork isfor my late father, Charles Wagner, who took me shooting for the
first time when | was age eight. This experience led to alifetime of shooting

enjoyment and employment as alaw enforcement officer, police trainer, criminal
justice professor and writer.

Itisaso for Clifford Wagner, a neighbor of no blood relation and friend for
life, who took me and my dad and brother skeet shooting with his persona
shotgun collection for the first time when | was 14.

Anditisalso for Sgt. John Groom of the Columbus Ohio Police Department
SWAT team, who was kind enough to share his staff, equipment, knowledge and
skills with me and my tactical team at the Union County Sheriff's Office. It was
this additional training that helped me to write this book.

Special thanksto Ms. Mandy Hughes for her photographic assistance.

Finally, for Bobbie Hughes, my fiancee, who supported me throughout this
work.
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INTRODUCTION

READY FOR ENTRY, Benelli M4 Tactical works well for SWAT entry missions. Here it is backed up by a
Beretta M92 with Crimson Trace Lasergrip Sights and a Blackhawk Serpa Holster.

I —m gonna grab the shotgun!ll How many times have those five words struck
fear into the hearts of those on the receiving end of them since the shotgun was
invented? Bad guys hearing it from cops, cops hearing it from bad guys, burglars
hearing it from homeowners, robbers hearing it from storekeepers, guys who are
in the need of an immediate wedding due to their personal and poorly planned
activities* thelist goes on and on. Yes, the shotgun in all its various guises and
permutations is the stuff of legends, especialy when it takes the form of a short-
barreled model, such asthe very first tactical shotguns? the —sawed-offll
double barrel. The short double was used for home, store, and stagecoach
protection and law enforcement duty in the west. Stagecoach protective use



added the term —+ding shotgunll to our common vernacular.

WHY CHOOSE THE SHOTGUN AS A PRIMARY DEFENSIVE
ARM?

| started shooting shotguns at age 14. We didn't have any shotgunsin the
family —armory, |l but the other Wagner family that lived down the street from us
did. The father, Cliff Wagner, aWW!II B17 co-pilot, was an avid shooter, hunter
and reloader. He took us out to an area gun club where me, my brother and my
dad all learned to shoot 12 and 20 gauge guns at clay birds thrown off a hand-
operated thrower. We even had some home-loaded tracer rounds to play with. |
seemed to take to it naturaly, hitting 17 out of the first 20 thrown. Great stuff.

From there | continued my shotgunning career at the Boy Scout Camp. Back
then, in 1971 or so, there was a shotgun game called <M o0-Skeet-Oll which used
half size clay pigeons and .22 caliber shotguns, actually .22 rimfire bolt guns
with smoothbore, choked barrels and bead sights. The cartridge was the standard
.22 LR crimped brass birdshot round. The birds flew around 50 or more feet as |
recall, and | spent the summer paying for cartridges and blowing up clay birds. |
went on the get the Rifle and Shotgun Merit Badge on the M o-Skeet-O range.

| didn't do much else until my law enforcement career began in 1980. Already
familiar with the Remington 870, | found my training and qualification time with
it very enjoyable. In 1986 | got my NRA police firearms instructor certification
which included shotgun instructor certification, then in 1987 | obtained the Ohio
Peace Officer's Training Commission certification as a police shotgun instructor.
| continue to train regularly with it as a deputy sheriff at the Union County
Sheriff's Office in Marysville, Ohio, as well as during police academy training
time at our college police academy. Working with the shotgun has always been
an enjoyable part of my police career, and something | have never dreaded, but
fortunately | had early and proper exposure to it. | wish more officersfelt the
same way about the shotgun; perhaps this book will help.

The shotgun is alegendary arm, and rightfully so. It has a tremendous amount
of close range power, as suggested by the very large hole in the end of the barrel
[ aholewhich, in the 12 gauge, measures awhopping .72 caliber! Even so, itis
not difficult to shoot with the right training, attitude and equipment. It is versatile
and useful for awide range of tasks. If you purchase a gun that allows for the use
of different length/type barrels and chokes, you can use it for anything from



hunting birds or clay pigeons to hunting bear and everything in between, for
home defense, law enforcement and military situations, including lethal and less-
than-lethal interactions. Ammo is still relatively low cost, and was still available
during the great 2007-2008 gun sale. In the proper configuration, it is extremely
reliable and can feed shellsin its gauge with the proper chamber ranging from 2-
1/ to 3-1/Z inchesin length. Ammo is abundantly available, even in the now
mostly anti-gun Walmart stores. | would speculate that 80-90% of the jobs that
need to be done can be done with some form of the shotgun.

Even with the predominance of the AR-15 platform these daysf and | have
to admit, | love AR-15sf thetactical shotgun still rocks. It's true, you can't
conceal it well legally unless you get the $200 federal tax stamp for a 14-inch
barrel model (why bother), at best it holds only atotal of nine roundsin an
extended magazine (okay, so normally how many shotgun rounds do you need in
the average self defense situation?) and it kicks alittle bit depending on the
setup. But it is still the best game in town, and one worth having access to.
Remember, if you have ahandgun, its only purposeisto allow you to fight your
way to abig gun, or as a backup to the big gun, no matter how big that handgun
is.

One of the best reasons this day for selecting atactical shotgun is the cost.
Clearly, you get more —bang for the buckll with one of these as opposed to the
cost of aquality handgun or especially an AR-15. As a matter of fact, as| write
this, my favorite gun emporium, Vance's Shooter's Supply in Columbus, Ohio,
has Remington 870 Express Tactical Shotguns that feature an 18-1/2 barrel, the
very cool looking if not functional Tactical Rem Choke, a full seven-round

magazine capacity with 2-3/4 or 3 shells, XS Ghost Ring Sights, XS blade
front sight and sight rail (which isfully adjustable for windage and elevation),
and the receiver is drilled and tapped for scope mounting. (With the rail rear
sight, | would go for a scope with aquick detach rail mounting system on sale.)
The price? $299. | could buy three of those babies for the price of one middle
priced AR: one for the front door, one for the bedroom, one for the car.

Price any 1911 pistolslately? Yep, also more expensive. In fact, the new
Remington 887 Nitro Mag tactical | purchased for thisbookT abrand new
model with many features, and perhaps one of the best tactical pumps out there,
was on sale for $439 in the same store!

Why are they so much cheaper? Thereisalot lesswork required to make one.



Smoothbore barrels, no need to build it with the same attention to detail to wring
every last bit of accuracy out of it such as with most AR-15s (you just need to hit
within —inute of felonll with it). Thereis no finely polished blued finish (and
no need to polish out any but the largest tool marks when parkerizing or tactical
finishes are applied) and an overall ease of assembly. What's easier to
completely field strip than the average pump shotgun? Couple all those practical
aspects with the fact that, for right now, the AR-15 is still in the biggest demand,
and you get sale prices like | just described. Finally, add an almost universally-
available selection of ammunition and you start to see the practicality of the
mighty shotgun as a primary defensive/offensive weapon.

WHAT ISA —FACTICAL SHOTGUNII?

Webster's online dictionary defines —tacticalll in part as, —ef or pertaining to
the art of military and naval tactics.ll That means we are talking about shotguns
that are capable of being used in military applications in one regard, and of
course we can extend that definition to law enforcement, since we in that field
are often performing paramilitary type operations. However, the Webster
definition isavery limited one and doesn't fully cover the modern usage of the
word. These days, al things—tacticalllf guns, lights, clothing, knivesf arethe
most popular itemsfor sale in any gun store. So | will expand upon the Webster
definition of tactical by outlining three qualities of the modern word usage to
gualify something as tactical. Remember that my definition is not the —be al-end
alll definition and involves three different requirements.

If aproduct isto be considered truly —tacticalll (and not just an average
everyday product just spray painted black-such as a—tactical sedge-hammerll
originally purchased at Home Depot) it must:

1. Bereliable and of high quality-after al we are talking about products
designed to be used in person-to-person fighting situations. It must work each
time, every time.

2. Be of such a configuration that it is currently useful in combat type
operations, whether that means military, law enforcement or civilian
—gperations.ll The configuration of the item cannot, due to complexity or poor
design, impede the basic reason for which the product was designed.

3. Possess features that give it an advantage in use over the standard version
of that product. Why pay more for something that is marketed as being —tacticalll



when the standard version will suffice?

So now that we know generally what —tacticalll meansin this context, we can
examine how that appliesto the shotgun. While later chapters dedicated to home
defense and law enforcement applications will go into more detail, the basics of
amodern tactical shotgun are as follows:

POLICE ACADEMY cadetsreceive initial instruction with dummy ammo in order to safely learn the
operation of the Remington 870 pump shotgun.

1. It must be of compact configuration. For civilian use it should have an 18
inch or shorter barrel. For law enforcement the barrel can be much shorter. 14
inchesis a common length. It should be cylinder bored or improved cylinder in
terms of the choke. Benelli's M2 Tactical comes with a set of interchangeable
chokes to make it multi-use (field or farm). | like that.

2. It must be fully stocked. The pistol-grip only models ook way cool, but are
difficult to handle and their effective range islimited. The pistol grip models do
have avery limited application for SWAT entry teams, but not for general law



enforcement or civilian use. Don't use them; they don't shoot as cool as they
look. And, while | prefer the traditional stock layout for shotguns, the shoulder
stock models with a pistol grip do work, although | find the length of pull (length
of the stock which should position the gun for optimal use) to be too long. These
models also feel alittle more ungainly than a standard stocked model, they don't
seem to swing as fast or as smooth, nor do they carry as well.

There are some folding stock models available, but avoid the old-style
Remington folding stock for their 870 shotgun. It's solid steel and will beat you
to death in short order, and you will be too tempted to use it with the stock
folded (it folds over the top of the weapon), which makes the sights usel ess.

3. It needs to have a high-visibility sighting system, no smple bead sight.
Brightly colored front sights or even red dot optical sights are a must.

4. 1t should have either a high magazine capacity or a spare ammo carrier.

5. Color doesn't matter, although dark colors are to be preferred. Black or OD
green work great. Wilson Combat's OD green finish on their Scattergun
Technology pieces are great indoors and out. Thereis, however, atrain of
thought that says a bright chromed double barrel shotgun at close rangeis the
most terrifying close range weapon on earth, and | can see their point. So would
a homebreaker.

6. It should be capable of mounting a carry sling.
7. It should be capable of solidly mounting aweapons light.

We will go step by step in examining what types work best in home defense or
law enforcement applications (of course there will be overlap), makes and
models that qualify as atactical shotgun, the features the make one type stand
out from another, and what might work best to meet your needs. It is to these
shotguns and their users that this book is dedicated.



CHAPTER ONE

THE TAC DEFENSE

IN TERMS OF HOME DEFENSE, thereis nothing more formidable than a mother defending her
children, in this case with a Remington 887 Nitro Mag with BLACKHAWK! Xiphos light attached to the
barrel band picatinny rail.

H ome defense is probably one of primary uses of a shotgun. From the days
where farmers once |oaded shotgun shells to fire —ock saltll to irritate and
scatter interlopers on their property, hopefully without killing them, to 21st-
century defense against home invaders where some form of lead shot is the load
of choice.

Even though its popularity is being supplanted by the meteoric rise of the AR-
15, the shotgun still has a place in self-defense. Really, the shotgun exists outside
of the basic self-defense arena, which is dominated by the handgun. Because of
its legendary reputation and brute power, the shotgun is more of an offensive
weapon. It has been used in warfare since the invention of the powder which
powers it, and the military is not usually in a defensive mission. | believe it was
Clint Smith who said that the handgun exists to allow you to fight your way to a



bigger weapon, and that's the shotgun.

The shotgun is also the most versatile weapon out there. While it's not always
the best for every purpose, it can serve nearly every purpose requiring afirearm.
For home and property defense, at close to moderate range, it is hard to beat the
right type of shotgun. Also, the shotgun may be legally obtained more easily
than a handgun (as in Canada or Australia). But before we look at the guns of
thistype, it istimeto dispel some common myths.

Myth #1: The shotgun, or —scatter gun,ll is an —aley cleaner.ll Fire one shot at
agroup of people and they all go down. Well, at least in the movies. Shot pellets
in most choke configurations spread at arate of one inch for every yard travel ed.
Seven yards is the standard assumed distance in interpersonal firearms combat.
A seven-inch hole at that range means that you can miss your target or itsvitals
if you don't aim. Remember that seven inchesis an average for all shotgun
barrels and ammo types. Depending on our choke and load, many combinations
will shoot even tighter than that.

Myth #2: The shotgun is easy to use and fire. In an old police training film
from the late 1960s, the instructor, with his best John Wayne/Clint Eastwood
attitude, says, —Fhe shotgun doesn't need to be aimed. With the shotgun, you can
whirl, fire and blow the guy away.ll This statement sounds cool, but now brings a
laugh from police cadets when they see the tape. Thefact is, you can't go out and
buy one of these wonder weapons, load it, and leave it in acorner or close at
hand ready to go without practicing with it. The shotgun requires work to master,
and it is not for the recoil sensitive, at least in its 12 gauge configuration. You
cannot fear or dread this weapon. You have to embrace it and make it an
extension of yourselff  zen-like but true.

If you are using a shotgun for home defense (or any kind of defense), you
must be able to hit the target you are facing without endangering others.

If you can't handle the recail of a shotgun, then perhaps its configuration and
setup iswrong for you. There are simple things that can be done so that you can
handle it better, and we will discussthesein later chapters.

You have got to be familiar with your shotgun and take it out to shoot at |east
afew times per year. The shotgun is far more of a precision weapon than you
might realize. If you are using one for home defense (or any kind of defense),
you must be able to hit whatever target you are facing without endangering
others.



Myth #3: The shotgun is an infallible —stopping weapon,|l guaranteed to take
down the largest attacker with ease. Many people think that if you hit the bad
guy with a shotgun round, it's gonnakill him instantly and blow him six feet
backwards to boot. Well, no. Remember, your shot pattern may be no more than
an inch wide when it hits the intended threatening target and can easily miss the
vitals, which would fail to stop determined opponent. Shotguns can fail to stop
the aggressorf it's happened. This also means that a shotgun hit is not always
fatal. Many people survive. Sure, it's way better than a handgun in afight, and
usually a better choice, it just isn't guaranteed. Nothing is.

If you are using a shotgun for home defense (or any kind of
defense), you must be able to hit the target you are facing without
endangering others.

Now that we have dealt with some of the myths, let'slook at some of the facts
and discuss which shotguns will work best for home defense.

A home defense shotgun can take several forms, and also serve as a multi-role
tool, especidly if one liveson afarm or ranch, where it can serve animal control
duties as well. When we talk about defending the home, we can also mean
defending the camper trailer or RV. Traditionally a standard hunting shotgun is

used for this purpose, such as a Remington ' 870 Wingmaster, loaded with
hunting loads, since the concept of atactical shotgun isrelatively new. While a
weapon like this can suffice, there are some better shotgun configurations to
work with.



AUTHOR DEMONSTRATES visualy clearing aroom with a Remington 870 Police Magnum while
using the Surefire Forend Tactical light. The rooms behind him have already been cleared.



A HOMEOWNER confronting intruders presents an imposing threat when armed with a Remington 870
Police Magnum Tactical. Shotgun isheld in atactical low ready position, ready to be brought to bear for
firing. Note Surefire tactical forend.




SINGLE SHOT with a Remington reduced recail rifled slug shows the devastating size of the .72 caliber
hole. What isn't shown is how much damage the soft lead slug causes on impact. The point of aim is about
ideal for a shotgun.

SIZE

Yes, size does matter, but sometimes the biggest isn't the best for everyone. A
shotgun can be too heavy, kick too much, or penetrate too much. Some people
can handle it and some can't. Also, abilities change over time, for better or
worse. In my case for instance, | have lost alot of shoulder functionality through
deterioration and heavy use (abuse, my doctor would say) over time. | ssimply
don't have the strength that | used to when | extend my arms. Despite the fact
that | still engage in weight training on aregular basis, | find that holding and
operating a pump shotgun with standard length stock and forend difficult or
uncomfortable. Because | have lost some of my reach, most pump shotguns feel
overly long and cumbersome. In researching this book, | have found ways
around these problems.

That said, let'stalk size. Like alaw enforcement or military shotgun, the home
defense shotgun should have a short barrel, 18 inchesis the shortest civilian-
legal length. The gauge of choice for the tactical shotgun isamost universally
the 12 gauge, but other gauges can work as well. For example, in the 1980s |
once handled and fired a compact law enforcement version of the old Ithaca
Model 37 pump gun (once amajor police favorite) in 20 gauge. It was designed
for law enforcement and had the manly name of the —Stakeout.Il It was
parkerized and had a stockless pistol grip-only configuration with provisions for
acarry sling. Very maneuverable in a car on a stakeout, hence the name. The gun
| handled had high —ehicks dig itll factor and, in 20 gauge, it was much easier to
handle than a 12 gauge version of the same style.

Twenty gauge shotguns for home defense (excluding single shots) are
something to be considered. The 20 is not a 12, but being on the receiving end of
aload of 20 gauge buckshot or slug will certainly ruin your day. Thereisthe
added side benefit of being much more user-friendly than a 12 gauge for smaller-
framed members of your family. A 20 gauge tactical or home defense shotgun is
agreat idea from the standpoint of maneuverability since, in home defense
situations, you may be using your shotgun to check the interior of your home
(room clearing).



THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED are capable of defending themselves with a firearm. Here the author's
fiancge, totally blind since birth, wields a Stoeger 12 Gauge Coach gun in a hallway. A would-be attacker
would be foolish to advance any further.




SINCE SHOTGUNS were devel oped, many homeowners have stood guard over persons and property with
atrusty double barrel. Few civilian legal handheld weapons are as intimidating.

A short-barrel gun of whatever action type (double, pump or auto) or gauge,
allows for increased —swingabilityll or maneuverability as you move from room
to room clearing an area of threat. It also alows you to maneuver and fire the
shotgun one-handed if you need to use your support hand for other duties. Yes,
the shotgun can be effectively fired one handed, even in 12 gauge. More about
that later. The home defense tactical shotgun doesn't need to be expensive, or
even expressly designed for or limited to short barrel home defense

configuration. At the time of thiswriting, the Remington™ 870 pump can be
purchased in the low-priced Express Combo package, which features a 26-inch
field barrel with ventilated rib and a 20-inch fully rifled barrel with

Remington's ' excellent rifle sights, for under $600.

Mossberg" also markets their excellent 500 Series pump shotgun in the same
type of configuration for $441. The barrels can be easily changed in 20 seconds

or less. I've used the Remington™ combination for some time in multiple roles
[ home defense and training with the 20-inch barrel, and sporting clays with the

field barrel. The Remington™ 870 Express with the 20-inch un-rifled barrel is
also the basic training shotgun we use in our police academy. Its Parkerized
finish protects the shotgun somewhat better than blued versions of the 870s or
other models, but definitely not as much as stainless steel or some other

dedicated, truly protective finish like Wilson Combat's™ Armor TuffPts,

Your significant other should be able to use the gun to defend
hearth and home if you are not available or, worse yet, down.

While the Remington 870 Express package currently comes with afully rifled
20-inch barrel, | would switch that out for the available smoothbore 20-inch
Express Barrel with rifled sights, which gives you the most versatility with slugs,
buckshot or field loads. And yes, you can do well for home defense using a
shotgun that was originally set up for killing deer or other large animals. It
doesn't have to have the word tactical as part of its name, or a bunch of bells and
whistles, to make it valuable for that purpose.

Speaking of barrels, don't leave the double barrel side-by-side out of the



picture. Stoeger " markets an excellent side-by-side double barrel for home

defense called the Double DefensePs, It is set up with asingle trigger, Picatinny
rail below and above the barrels for lights or optics, and afine, very visible
green fiber optic front sight (but no rear). The double barrel gun really excels
with buckshot, and usually isn't the best choice for rifled slug use. A variation of
Stoeger's Coach Guns for Cowboy Action Shooting, the Double Defenseis
tactical black in color (stocks are painted wood and not synthetic), but it isthe
addition of the railsthat really qualify it for the tactical title. Availablein 12 or
20 gauge, the 20 gauge is a great choice for multiple family member use. Your
significant other should be able to use the gun to defend hearth and home if you
are not available or, worse yet, down. The double is simple to operate, especially
in this single-trigger style. What could be scarier for awould-be rapist entering a
home than to find himself facing his anticipated victim pointing a double barrel
equipped with atactical light and/ or laser sight, or heck, even without one?!
Believe me, two 20 gauge barrels laid side by side is still very scary. The Double
Defenseisin very high demand; | couldn't obtain one at the time of this writing.
A very formidable home defense gun indeed!

AMMUNITION CAPACITY: HOW MUCH |ISENOUGH?

While a single-shot shotgun can, like its single-shot muzzlel oading ancestors,
be used for home defense, your home defense shotgun should be capable of
firing two rounds without reloading. In a home defense situation, you will be
scared and nervous, you may miss with that first shot or, in the case of a home
invasion, have multiple suspects to shoot (or shoot at). Reloading in the middle
of agunfight is something no one relishes. Two rounds is the minimum. Most
standard Remington 870s or M ossberg 500s have a magazine capacity of four
rounds, which really should be enough. If you want alarger magazine capacity,
that's fine, but realize that the extra weight forward of an extended magazine
tube slows down your swing and makes the weapon decidedly muzzle-heavy, as
well asjust heavy in general. For the average homeowner, four rounds in the
mag tube, or the old style double barrel, should suffice.

TACTICAL WEAPONLIGHTS

Do you need atactical light on your home defense shotgun? Yes and no. No,
you don't really need oneif you are only using your home defense shotgun inside



your home. If you are also planning on using it for defense on your property
then, yes a weaponlight would be a nice addition.

There are several ways of attaching atactical light which don't necessarily
require the use of a Picatinny rail, commonly found on the AR-15 system, which
more and more tactical shotgun manufacturers are starting to add. Thereisthe
option of using a light-bearing forend such as the one offered by Surefire. These
forend units, which are model-specific for pump or semi-auto, replace the
original forend on the weapon and hold the tactical light and operation switches.
The switches allow for thumb operation by both right-and left-handed users.
There are models available in LED or incandescent bulb systems, with the LED
versions far outnumbering incandescent versions. The LED is going to stand up
to shotgun recoil much better than any incandescent bulb, and the lumen power
Is now right up there with the formerly dominant xenon incandescent systems.

THE TLR1 AND TLR2 are both excellent, strobe capable lights, with the TLR having the advantage of an
additional laser sight module below the light. The light on both the TLR1 and TLR2 can be used in a
momentary, constant on or strobing mode. They can be affixed to shotguns like the Stoeger Double Defense
or the Remington 887 Pump. Although originally designed for pistols, at 130 lumens and with solid
aluminum construction, they are capable of working fine on shotguns with rails. The TLR2 can be set for
light only, laser only, or both light and | aser.

In addition to dedicated forend mounts, there are universal mounting systems



available that can be affixed to the magazine tube to hold your light system of
choice. These however, usually require the use of alight that has an external
wire leading to a pressure switch adhered to the forend by Velcro. Thiswire can
catch on things. This may not be the best system available, but it isless
expensive than the Surefire system and, since we are talking home defense here
and not dynamic entry on a SWAT team, the external wire mounting might not
be an issue.

SIGHTS

For many years, the basic single front bead sight, first seen on hunting
weapons, has sufficed for most purposes, both defensive and hunting. For ten
years of full-time policing, my department issue shotgun was the blue steel

Remington 870" with an 18-inch barrel and single front brass bead sight.
Sighting was accomplished by placing that brass bead on top of the receiver and,
—voilall, sight picture. Well, asight picture of sorts. A single bead works okay for
ranges of 15 to 20 yards when using buckshot on afull size silhouette target. But
for accurate fire using rifled slugs (and | mean accurate in terms of head shotsin
a hostage rescue-type situation not normally encountered in home defense), you
are missing out on the precision capability of the weapon when you use a bead-
sighted shotgun.

Shotguns can be very accurate with slugs, and shotsif you equip them
properly and train with them. Remington's rifle sights mounted on their shotgun
are among the best | have used. The front sight is a brass or white bead, and the
rear sight has awhite triangle in the center of it, below the square notch. The rear
isalso fully adjustable for elevation. It isavery precise system and has been
around for along time. Call me old fashioned, but | still favor them over the
modern ghost ring style.

There are other sighting options that come aready installed, including red-dot
electronic sights, and we will discuss those other sightslater. In any event, a
home defense tactical shotgun should have both front and rear sights, just like a
rifle, as you may want to use both shot and slug loads, especially in exterior
defense situations on larger properties.



PROPER TRAINING with acombat shotgun like the Wilson Combat Standard Mode! is critical to your
effectiveness with it, whether you are a civilian or someonein the law enforcement field.

THE REMINGTON SP10 MAGNUM SYNTHETIC isthe Remington Version of the old Ithaca Mag10
Roadblocker 10 gauge magnum shotgun. This model is set up for hunting. A 10 gauge magnum is abit on
the overkill sidefor tactical use. The 12 will work just fine.

A rear —ghost ringll with atritium/white front, such as those from XS sight
systems, works very well. However, you don't really need tritium on the rear
sight, you can pick up on the front sight without it. Call me funny, but I'm alittle
nervous about having radioactive tritium vials right by my eyeball. Not that
there's any known danger, | just think rear ghost ring tritium sights are more
—hicks dig itll cool than they are practical.



The ghost ring rear sight is simply too close to the eye to have tritium be of
value. Everything blurswith it anywayT hence the term —ghostll ringT
because it becomes hazy while the front sight remains sharp. That is where the
tritium is of value,

XS also makes express rifle-style sights (the same configuration as they use
on their pistol sights) for the Remington 870 rifle sight systems. In that system,
the rear sight isa shallow - Il shape with awhite stripe in the center. To align
the sights, you simply set the front white/tritium bead on top of the stripe making
a—lellipop,Il as | tell new shooters. If | till had that basic 870, those are the
sights | would mount on it if | wanted tritium sights. The rear express sight can
be had with or without a plain white stripe or a tritium/white stripe.

Of course, in addition to XS, there are all sorts of fiber optic styles available
aswell. Fiber-optics sights are great in low level light, but obviously not in total
darkness. On the Mossberg 590 there is a nice set of non-adjustable open white
three dot sights, simple and solid, and of a style familiar to most semi-auto pistol
users. They don't have tritium lamps in them.

One final thing you should expect about tritium sights: They normally only
will be good for that first shot. After that, your muzzle flashes will wash them
out, but it isthat first shot that is going to be the most important one anyway.

AMMUNITION SELECTION

L oad selection for your home defense shotgun will depend on where you
reside, or rather, what type of structure you reside in. Interior construction and
location may even determine if a shotgun is a viable home and self-defense
option. If you live in an apartment with paper thin walls, or even a house or
trailer with this type of contruction, the shotgun may be totally out of the
guestion due to overpenetration risk.

GAUGE

L et's discuss shotgun gauges and what shotgun —gaugell actually means. The
term gauge is an old form of measurement that is only indirectly related to barrel
diameter. Shotgun gauge is actually the number of lead balls, the diameter of a
particular bore, that it takes to equal aweight of one pound. Therefore a 12
gauge diameter would take 12 bore diameter lead balls to weigh a pound, a 20
gauge, 20 and so on. The 12 gauge would actually be about .72 caliber. The only



exception or anomaly here isthe .410 gauge, which is actually a measurement of
bore diameterf nominally .410 inch. Actually more like .45, as those of you
who own or shoot a Taurus judge know, .45 Colt cartridges and .410 shotshells
are interchangeable in the gun without modification, and the .410 is the smallest
true shotgun round in common use.

M ossberg chambers their 500 series of pump shotgunsin 12, 20 and .410
gauge. For those interior home defense situation where overpenetration is a
factor to consider, the .410 gauge loaded with field shot may be just the ticket.

SHELL LENGTH

Next comes shell length. The most commonly-used shell lengths, regardless of
gauge, are 2-1/2 (.410 gauge only) to 2-3/4 (20 and 12 gauges) inches. These
shells, depending on powder charge and shot type, are adequate for most any
shotgun duties that the particular bore is capable of handling, from clay targetsto
deer, or larger close-range game when slugs are used. Magnums can be overkill
both on the giving and the receiving end in most defensive encounters.

Thereis a 2-3/4-inch magnum load (same velocity, slightly heavier payload)
but it is not commonly encountered. Beyond that is the 3-inch magnum round. A
round is generally considered a—magnumll charge for the given gauge when it
provides longer range, more power, a heavier payload, and/or, you guessed it,
more recoil. For example, the standard 2-1/2-inch 12 gauge shell loaded with 00
Buckshot holds nine pellets. In the 3-inch magnum load, it packs 12 pellets and
begins to become unpleasant to shoot. | had to fire some 3-inch magnums for
—familiarizationll (torture) when | went through police shotgun instructor school
many years ago, and, | can tell you, my —fun thresholdIll was reached and
exceeded in short order. Even bigger is the newer 3-1/2 Magnum, which is about
the equivalent in power and payload of the old 10 gauge round. Talk about
overkill. At one time the 10 gauge enjoyed some law enforcement popularity for
specialized, not general, purposes.

As ayoung Ohio deputy sheriff, it was suggested in my first academy training
class that when chasing a fleeing automobile we should try to chase the car
across the Indiana border, then back off alittle. According to our instructor, the
Indiana State Police carried Ithaca Mag 10 —-Roadblockerll semi-automatic
shotguns, and they would blow the car (and the driver) to smithereens. It may
indeed be true that fewer people would consider fleeing the police as an option if



they knew aMag 10 awaited them down the road.

The rights to the Ithaca Mag 10 were purchased by Remington when Ithaca
went out of business, and it is still produced in various hunting guises as the
SP10. It really won't do anything more than a 3-1/2 12 gauge magnum, but it is
certainly acool concept if you can stand the recoil. Also, it isnot availablein a
dedicated law enforcement or home defense configuration.

RECOIL

Speaking of recail, here is a chart comparing recoil energy for various 20 and
12 gauge loads and how they compare. For load selection, this may help some of
you who are alittle overzeal ous with the —biggest is the bestll mindset. Yep, you
can handle the big loads for afew shots, but not for long term practice, and you
must practice with the rounds, or their direct equivalent, that you plan on

keeping in your weapon.
RECOIL IN FOOT/POUNDS

Bun weightoes) Gauge  Load Comments Recoil i.ies.)
8.4 12 2-34" 1178 oz. shot 12.5

1.5 20 3" Mag Factory Load 13.0

6.0 12 2-3/q Heavy Game Load 16

5.5 12 1ozslu []uy? pad 17

5.5 12 2-3/4" Mag 1 % oz shot 24

5.5 12 3" Mag 1 1/4 oz shot 33

6.0 12 3" Mag 1/14 oz slug 45

6.25 12 3-1/2"Mag 2 oz shot a5

6.25 12 3-1/2" Mag 2 ¥ oz shot 70

Thisiskind of a—beatingll chartf it showswhat kind of beating you will
take based on gun weight and load. To understand foot pounds, the measure of
free recoil energy, we will use this definition: one foot pound is a unit of work
equal to the work done by aforce of one pound acting through a distance of one
foot in the direction of the force. In other words, one foot pound is the amount of
energy required to move a one-pound object (not including calculations of
friction) a distance of one foot. 12.5 foot pounds of energy is the amount of
energy required to move a 12.5pound object one foot and so on.

12.5 has always been given as the standard amount of free recoil energy for
the 12 gauge, but, as you can see, when you change gauge, payload and shell
length, you boost the amount of foot pound recoil energy. The other factor
involved in felt recail in thislist is the weight of the gun. What is not included in
these calculations is action type, which isimportant, since a gas-operated semi-



automatic shotgun (not a recoil operated semi-auto) has reduced recoil over that
of apump or double in most cases.

Okay then, how much of athumping do you want to take on the butt end of
your defensive weapon system? How much can you take, while still being
proficient and not developing a horrible flinch? How effective will your shots
be? A 3 or 3-1/2 inch magnum in a six pound shotgun for home defense in
suburbia or Midwest rural areas? No. While traversing or living in grizzly
country in Alaska? Sure, no problem, but in my house or on my property’ no
way. | want my shot to hit the first time, every time. | don't want stray pellets or
slugs endangering others. | don't want a flinch devel oping. And maybe most
importantly, | want to have fun shooting my guns. | don't buy gunsto collect
them or seal them in a safe never to see a shooting range because of their value. |
buy them to shoot. How many of us take our .375 H&H Magnum or .458 Win
Mag out plinking? Nope, before the hunt we fire afew shots to check zero, shoot
it (hopefully) and hang it back on the rack next to our new game mount when we
get home.

Buckshot is the shotgun round that people fear the most.

In interior (not mixed interior/exterior) home defense situations, buckshot and
slugs are totally out of the question, unless perhaps you are using them in a.410
shotgun. In ashooting we had at my Sheriff's Office several years ago, the
offender, aman of average stature, was shot in the area of the navel square on

with a Remington 870 12 gauge pump loaded with Remington Reduced Recaoil
8-pellet (yes, eight pellets] it eliminates the one stray pellet normally
encountered in 00 buck shot patterns) 00 Buckshot load at a distance of about
seven yards.



AT SEVEN YARDS, the Remington 8-pellet reduced recoil round puts an excellent, tight pattern on this
bad guy target. Large hole in suspects hand is from the wad. Point of aim is about right for a shotgun-
definitely —minute of felon.ll




L OADS LIKE the Remington Reduced Recoil 8-pellet round are more than capable of hostage rescue
shots at seven yards and out.

Thisload, by the way is excellent, one of the very best law enforcement loads,
and one of the tightest patterning loads | have ever shot in any shotgun. It
increases the safe usage of 12 gauge buckshot well out to 30 yards, and is great
for head-shots at seven to 10 yards, or alittle further out in improved cylinder
choke barrels.

Anyway all eight pellets blew through the suspect's intestines and impacted in
the dirt on the other side of him. He stopped his threatening actions but did not
die. Thismeansthat if you hit an offender square on (facing you) with 00
buckshot, even with alower velocity reduced recoil load, the pellets can and do
punch right out the back, endangering others. Remember, the load is called
—buckshotll because it was originally used for killing large animals, like buck
deer, and in places like India sometimes tiger. It is powerful stuff. Legendary in
terms of its killing and stopping power, buckshot is the shotgun round that
people fear the most.

Most criminals are too dense to realize that they face an equal amount of
damage, maybe even more, due to shredding effect of all those little pellets from
aclose range load of AA Trap and Skeet as they do from the 00. However, don't
be misled. These loads can and will punch right through dry-wall at close range.
Remember, they only spread one inch per yard, and at closerangeitisalot like
getting hit with asingle, solid projectile.

If you have overpenetration concerns, you may want to closely examine
whether a shotgun is the best weapon to choose. A lower powered handgun,
which can still punch through awall, but is only putting asingle projectile at a
time through it (assuming you are missing your intended target), may work out
better for you, especialy in an apartment where there are neighbors close at
hand. Even then, you should limit your handgun ammo selection to pre-
fragmented rounds like the Glaser Safety Slug or Magsafe.

For general home and property defense, where overpenetration is not a major
concern, buckshot of various types and sizesis probably the best choice, not
only for two-legged predators, but for large four-legged predators at close range
aswell. Those trap and skeet |oads run out of steam pretty fast in terms of
effectiveness over distance. The law enforcement community dumped the use of
#4 buckshot as a duty load and went back to 00 buck when we began finding out



that #4 wasn't giving the desired penetration. Rifled slugs are mostly to be
avoided unless you need the longer range and penetration arifled slug affords, or
if you live soemwhere like Alaska, where your four legged predator problem
involves large animals like bear, rather than the coyote of the Midwest. Yep, for
Alaskan defense, 3-to 3-1/2-inch magnum rifled slugs, and a six to nine round
magazine capacity sounds like an ideal combination.

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONSFOR THE HOME DEFENSE
SHOTGUN

Having atactical shotgun does not make you —tactical,Il nor, more importantly,
does it make you invincible. Possession of afirearm does not automatically
imbue you with some sort of force-field or protective shield a la—Star Trek.ll In
other words, just because you have a concealed carry permit or are alaw
enforcement officer, you can't just go into dangerous areas or situations with
total abandon. Don't let it give you afalse sense of security. The only thing that
possession of aweapon does is give you an opportunity to defend yourself
should you find yourself in abad situation. Especially as a civilian or off-duty
cop, you should scrupulously avoid trouble to begin with, whether armed or not.

Shot Sizes
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Buckshot Sizes
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Having atactical shotgun does not make you invincible.

When | travel off-duty, | am always armed with a handgun, cellphone,

personally owned X-26 Taser ', Northend Woodcrafter's™ Cocobolo Straight
Baton (beautiful intermediate force optionT  www.northendwoodcrafters.com),
sometimes pepper spray, some sort of tactical light, a cutting/rescue tool, and, in
the trunk of my car, something bigger, like a Mossberg 590 Tactical Shotgun
and/or an AR15, plus my SWAT gear. You cops out there in particular, please
take note:You need to have more with you than just a firearm or tactical blade




for off-duty/plainclothes defense. You need to have intermediate force options.
Off-duty encounters or personal defense situations will not always involve
deadly force. You may have to intervene in a domestic, deal with an obnoxious
drunk, or assist an on-duty officer with an arrest.

Even with all this gear and layered levels of defense, | take great caution asto
where | am driving, (especially in unfamiliar areas-a GPSis critical here) and am
aert to everything around me should | find myself in aless than desirable area.

You can be hurt or killed if your adversary or adversaries are armed with
firearms or other deadly weapons. Also, that tactical shotgun can be taken from
you and used against you if you are careless or lack the appropriate
determination to kill your opponent. Yes, you have to be prepared to kill your
opponent. You have chosen one of the most powerful civilian-legal handheld
weapons to defend hearth, home and family. Hitting someone with eight to
whatever number of individual pellets traveling at about 1200 feet per second
and weighing around an ounce in total, rather than a single small projectile such
as whatever caliber round you are using in a handgun, multiplies the odds that
irreparable damage will be done to that human body, which can result in death.

—+ESSLETHALI ROUNDS?

Even if you buy some of the new rubber pellet or bean bag -ess-lethalll 12
gauge rounds, similar to law enforcement less-lethal rounds that are available to
civilians, you can still kill or maim someone at close range, especialy if you hit
them in the head or throat. We now use the term —ess-lethal |l to describe
intermediate weapons in law enforcement rather than —ron-lethalll for precisely
this reason. People can die due to any type of force being applied to them, so
nothing is considered non-lethal in terms of force application.

That said, there will be timesin property defense where aless-lethal optionis
desirable. Once inside your home, the dynamics change in terms of the use of
lethal force. Generally, if you are not also in fear of your life, you cannot use
deadly force to defend property.

What about situations involving marauding teenagers or overly aggressive
dogs, threatening but not deadly? A large canister of fog delivery pepper spray is
great. Note that, in this case, you are using a dedicated less-lethal device (spray
canister), not alethal device modified for less-lethal use (shotgun loaded with
less-lethal loads). In home defense situations, when you employ afirearm, it



should be loaded with potentially lethal ammunition (live standard rounds), not
less-lethal ammunition.

At 2 am. when you hear your front door come crashing in, you are in fear for
your life. Shocked, startled awake and scared, your mind and heart tell you that
you are facing the threat of death. Anyone that breaks into an occupied structure
Is a serious offender, who for whatever reason is taking a big risk of doing so,
and obviously feels they have the upper hand. We are after all, still living in a
nation (at least at the time of thiswriting) with an extremely high rate of per
capitafirearms ownership. The chances are good that, if you break into an
occupied residence, someone inside is going to have a gun, which they will end
up pointing in your direction. That means that the burglar islikely prepared to
meet your deadly force with some form of force of his own. Heis probably not

entering your house with pepper spray, a Taser ' or less-lethal rounds loaded in
his gun.

THE SHOTGUN CANNOT DEFEND the home itself. It takes a determined and skilled user to do that,
such as this woman defending her home with a Wilson Combat/Scattergun Technol ogies Border Patrol.



You are going to need to assume that the person who entered your homeis
there to kill you or cause you serious physical harm (including rape or
abduction). Even if that is not their immediate objective, it may be the end result.
You have to be prepared to kill the intruder first to stop them from killing you or
your family members.

If you can't stomach the use of deadly force to preserve your own life, then
maybe you can be prepared to use it in order to save your family. But if you feel
you couldn't take a life to save even your own family (not likely for readers of
this book-but good advice for others who are pondering this problem) then you
shouldn't be using alethal force weapon to defend to begin with. Instead

consider using acivilian C3 Taser™ or pepper spray.

| used to, when conducting police academy firearms training, take the
standard, politically correct tack that when you shoot someone you are —shooting
to stopll or —reutralizell an assailant or fleeing dangerous felon.

After instructing using this terminology over many years, | ended up listening
to experts like Colonel David Grossman (whose book -On Combetll should be
mandatory reading if you are planning on using afirearm for persona defense),
and had a personal epiphany. | came to the conclusion that using the politically
sensitive terms like —reutralize, Il especially when it comes to —active shooters,ll
sanitizes what we might have to do to end the threat: take a human life.

Training in the politically correct mindset leaves the person using the firearm
for defense psychologically unprepared for what they might have to do. Yes, we
want to stop the assailant, but the only sure way to stop them is by imparting
enough physical damage to the human structure that they can no longer function.
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THE ULTIMATE in layered defense, al by Wilson Combat. These three weapons cover all home or
escape and evade defense needs. The ULC .45 handles all the interpersonal confrontations at contact
distances. The not-so-Standard Model shotgun is great for all the conflicts within the 50 yard —whites of
their eyesll distances, while the new 6.8 SPC Recon with Nightforce 2.5 ©10 Illuminated Reticle Scope can
take it out to 600 yards.

A burglar isprobably not entering your house with pepper
spray, a Taser ' or less-lethal roundsloaded in hisgun.

Generally, this means that death can result immediately from that damage you
inflicted. It must be considered that the person you use your tactical shotgun
against may very well die as aresult of that use, and factually, not technically,
that iswhat you are setting about to do when you level that shotgun against an
intruder. Thereisareason it isreferred to as—deadlyll force. Asacivilian
considering the use of force in self-defense or home protection, you must
consider thisissue before you even purchase the shotgun. Purchasing atactical
shotgun, and the use of deadly force, is not to be taken lightly.

STORING THE SHOTGUN

In amost all home defense situations, for those who can handleit, |
recommend the 12 gauge pump shotgun over a double barrel or semi-auto.
Examples of excellent pump gun selections are those from Wilson



Combat/Scattergun Technologies, Ithaca, Mossberg, Benelli, and of course
Remington. The pump is the fastest and simplest to get into action, aslong asit
Is stored in the proper condition, and trained with that way.

The home defense pump shotgun should be stored with slide forward, action
closed, internal hammer down, safety off, chamber empty, with afully loaded
magazine, or aswe call it, -Cruiser Ready.ll Thisway, all you haveto dotofirea
round is work the pump action to chamber the round and pull the trigger. No
loading, no safety to flick off, just that awesome sound of the shotgun being
racked and the shell entering the chamber. That sound may be enough to send
your would-be adversary beating a hasty retreat.

OFFICERS DEPL QY in ahasty three-man active shooter search formation, or QUAD (Quick Unit Action

Deployment) formation behind an Armorshield™ Ballistic Blanket armed with a Remington 887 Nitromag
Tactical with SIG Mini Red Dot Sight (left) and full size Benelli M2 Tactical on right. In the City of
Columbus, the first active shooter incident to be terminated by police following active shooter training was
done by asingle officer with aload of buckshot from a Remington 870 to the head of the suspect, thus
ending the incident.

A pump shotgun stored this way beats a double barrel that you have to load



when you need it, or store loaded with the action open. Its also beats a semi-auto,
which can also be stored in asimilar way, but whose operation is a bit more
complicated.

To store the weapon safely, install aLifgacket™ or similar locking system that
covers the entire action area and allows key or digital entry to your gun. Never
use atrigger guard lock which impinges on the inside of the trigger guard, such

as the models from MasterlockPts, on aloaded weapon, even if you keep the

chamber empty. It istoo easy to make a mistake and definitely not recommended
by the manufacturer.

LIFEJACKET IN PLACE on awell worn Remington 870 at a deer camp. Weapon can be secured, but is
still portable.




LIFEJACKET SECURITY SYSTEMS are excellent for secure yet quick access. Relatively inexpensive
and key operated, they can be bolted inside a vehicle or locations within the home or locked in place as
stand-alone locks allowing the guns to be moved from place to place. Hereis alifgjacket locked in place
over an HK autoloading shotgun. Note that the action islocked to the rear.

LIFEJACKET FOR AUTOLOADING SHOTGUN is shown in the open position. Note the interior
padding, and how the lifgjacket surrounds and encloses the entire action. The Lifejacket is also available for
handguns and rifles.

Never use atrigger guard lock which impinges on the inside of the
trigger guard on aloaded weapon.

The lock can be left unlocked at night for easy access. Select from the many
ready access systems, so unauthorized persons, children, daylight burglars who
operate when you're not there, and the curious don't have access to your gun.

Conceal the location of the gun so it cannot be readily observed by others,
even friends, who may be inside your house. | remember as akid that my father
told my brother and I, -Never, | repeat never, tell anyone anything about the
guns we own.ll Although those instructions were mostly given to us due to fear
of government gun registration schemes (that was before the BATFE and Federal
Form 4468) which were being talked about in the violent 1960s, keeping our
firearm ownership information quiet prevented word from spreading through an
initially innocent starting point to someone who is a burglar.

Another piece of advice from my father isfor those of you with kids at home.
To help prevent aterrible tragedy, yet keep your firearm available for defensive
use, remove any curiosity about the shotgun or any defensive firearm by
allowing your kids to see the gun unloaded whenever they reasonably want to.
My dad's willingness to let us see and handle the unloaded family firearms was



coupled with the admonition that he would kill us (my brother and 1) if we ever
touched one of the guns without his permission and oversight. This system
worked perfectly, especially after he taught us to shoot at ages 8 (me) and 6 (my
brother). | got to see the guns all | wanted, learned to handle them carefully, and
never, ever looked at them on my own. Our curiosity was satisfied, and the great
mystery (which draws children to secretive things like moths to aflame) about
firearms was gone.

If you don't think this will work, keep the shotgun unloaded with the shells
stored in another location. In case of emergency, you would —eombat loadll the
pump or autol oading shotgun by dropping alive cartridge into the chamber first,
closing the action, then if you have time, loading the remaining rounds in the
magazine tube. If you choose to keep your home defense gun in this condition,
then the double barrel is probably the fasted to get into action when loading with
loose shells, and thus a better choice for you. Thereisalot less manipulation
involved with a double to get those two shells online fast.

DEFENSIVE RESPONSE: BASIC GUIDELINES

Now that an intruder has made entry, what do you do? Let'slook at the
defensive response in terms of some simple rules or guidelines.

Stop, look, listen

Unless afamily member isin the process of being attacked, this old adage
reminds us to assess the situation before making our next move. We may have
been startled awake, or otherwise disturbed, and are plenty scared. We need to
allow for a short 5-10 count to allow our heart rate to drop down just a bit so we
can assess the situation with a clear and calmer head as we obtain the shotgun,
which ideally should be close at hand.

Next we look to visually clear our immediate area. |s the threat upon us? Do
we need additional lighting? I's our weapon ready?

Then we listen. What was it that awakened usin the first place? Was it the
intruder prowling about, or was the dog barking aerting usto an intruder? Was
the stimulus real? Was it our imagination? Was it one of our kids or relatives
coming in late? Or, was it indeed an intruder? In some cases, it might be our
significant other who alerted us and we didn't hear anything. Once we can make
an initial assessment and are armed, we can proceed.



Note that getting armed should ideally happen after we have calmed down and
are fully awake. This can prevent accidents and tragedies.

Stay put or search?

One thing | teach police cadets, and that | want to make readily apparent here,
isthat personal stuff isn't worth dying over (or for that matter, killing someone
over). Nearly al your personal stuff, your property, can be replaced. That's what
insurance is for. Remember, the presence of a gun does not make you invincible.
Do you really want to give up your existence over the loss of abig screen TV
which you see walking out the door in the hands of others?

If there is no one else in your home that you have to defend-STAY PUT! Get
you and your significant other, if there is one, behind your bed and cover the
bedroom doorway (assuming that you are in a night time defense situation). If
the intruder makes it to the bedroom doorway looking for you, make sure you
identify your target as foe, not friend, before you fire.

Know where your other family members are or should be, and then issue a
verbal challenge from your room. Shouting —-&et out of my house, | have a gunll
works very nicely, along with dialing 911 and putting the phone on the speaker
and handing it to your significant other.

Here's atip of persona importance to me: Please don't mis-identify uniformed
responding officers (such as me), as afoe. Stay on the line with 911 and do not, |
repeat do not, put your gun down until you know that there are officersin the
house. | say —put downll because we would rather not be greeted by someone
with agun in their hand during a high stress situation. However, thereisawidley
told story about a homeowner (female) who was raped and murdered after she
put her handgun away at the behest of avery misguided 911 dispatcher.

If you have other family membersin the house that need to be protected and
who are in a different location than you, you need to begin room clearing or go
straight for the threat, which leads to the next basic guideline.

Move slowly

Move slowly during room clearing, unless afamily member is being
assaulted, of course. If thereis an assault in progress and you know where the
threat is, head straight to it and take it out, which is the same response that
officers use in dealing with an active shooter. If you don't know where they are,



or if you are unsure that there is someone inside, then you need to search and
clear. In—-SWATIand,ll we call thisaslow or methodical search.

The searcher needs to move with the utmost caution, because clearing rooms
or areas of a human threat is the most dangerous activity a SWAT team performs.
Note that | said thisisthe most dangerous activity a SWAT team performs, and
here you are doing ateam activity all by yourself.

One of the basic principles of any building clearing/room clearing situation is
that we never want to advance past an un-cleared room or area. Your home
invasion situation could be atwo or more person operation, and the noise you
are advancing toward is only one of the suspects. If you rush to get to the suspect
making the most noise and you bypass an un-cleared room, you may now find
yourself confronting not only athreat in front of you but then suddenly and
simultaneously confronted by that overlooked threat from behind, which could
cost you and your family members their lives.

You can see that building clearing, even in your own home, is tricky stuff, and
why | recommend that if you can, stay in your fortified bedroom. But you may
not always have that choice if isolated family members are in danger. Therefore
move slowly, with minimal noise, because you don't want the intruder taking a
hostage. There are some additional simple rules for room/building clearing that
you should adhere to.

1. You are on your home turf. Your intruder isn't. Not only does this give you
the advantages of knowing where everything is, but it al'so allows you the ability
to practice the room clearing in your home as many times asit takes. Take
advantage of this and practice, practice, practice with that UNLOADED
shotgun.

2. Move slowly. Yes, | already said that but I'm saying it again. Adrenalin
triggers—fight or flight.ll You have to control those urges until the actual fight
ensues,

3. Don't rack that pump until you are ready to shoot (unless your objectiveis
to chase the bad-guy out by scaring the heck out of them with that magic sound).
It can be racked and fired in a split second.

Before you move from one doorway areato the next, visualy clear the area
you are moving into while staying as far back from the doorway as you can.
Don't allow the shotgun barrel to lead you and thus advertise and give away your



position. You will have to round most corners at alow-ready position, gun
tucked in at the shoulder and barrel pointed down at about a 45 degree angle.
When you enter the next open area, such as the interior of aroom, you can come
back up to high ready (asin —+m highly ready to shoot you nowll), scanning the
area through your sights.

The Mossberg 590 pump, with its M4 Carbine collapsible stock and pistol
grip, works great for this purpose with the stock collapsed al the way down, yet
it does alow you to fire accurately and comfortably from a shouldered position.
The Knoxx recoil reduction system as sold by BLACKHAWK! has an M4 stock
available as a replacement that not only provides the full range of adjustment,
but reduces felt recoil. Models fit Remington, Mossberg and Winchester
shotgun, and are available also in anon-recoil reducing variant which costs $60-
$70 less.

4. Practice firing your gun with one hand only. Yes, the shotgun can be fired
with one hand whether the stock is a pistol grip type or standard. If you have an
average amount of hand and arm strength you can do this with a reasonable
degree of accuracy at seven yards or alittle more. It's a skill you need to
develop. You may be opening a door with one hand, fending off an attacker, or
injured in one arm by opposing gunfire and forced to fire (after, of course,
chambering around of ammo). It isan important skill to cultivate. If you use a
double gun for defense, you can get a second shot off with no problem by
another pull of the trigger; a semi-auto may jam. Just make that first shot count.

5. Examine your fields of fire in advance, and practice your maneuvers with
an UNLOADED gun. You have to account for the fact that even if your shot hits
the desired intruder target, it can penetrate the human body and continue into
your child's room on the other side of the wall. Scope out your home with an eye
towards safe directions of fire and safest backstops.

6. Use light and your knowledge of your home to your advantage. Don't go
turning on all your lights as you search. Use your weapons light, if you so equip
your shotgun, sparingly. You can lead and give away your position by over-
illuminating in advance of your movement with excessively enthusiastic light or
laser use. Use your dark adaptive vision as much as possible, then use the
brightest weapons light you can find to take out your opponents night vision, and
then them. You own the night in your house.

7. Be prepared to give verbal commands and challenges when you confront



the intruder because ultimately you want to chase the suspect out of your home,
not kill them.

8. Chase the suspect out of your home if they will give you the opportunity.
You want their response to be something like one | saw a number of years ago in
an American Rifleman Armed Citizen column. In that particular situation, when
confronted by armed homeowner who asked the intruder ~what do you wantll?,
the miscreant replied ++want to be someplace elsell and hastily —beat feetll from
the scene. If they are willing to —be someplace elsell don't attempt to capture
them, let them go.

You are in your own house, surrounded by your own family whose safety you
can't guarantee. There are alot of things that can go wrong in a capture. A
majority of law enforcement officerskilled in the line of duty are killed while
making arrests. Momentarily covering the intruder as you hear the sirens coming
at gunpoint is one thing. Covering them for along period of timewhile help is
coming from along way off is another. Once you call 911, how soon do you
think help will arrive? It will seem like avery high stress eternity. Further,
suspects come in all varieties. |Is the suspect you are covering a hardened
escaped convict, or a scared and stupid teen? Were they there to steal, rape or
murder?

Get the suspect out of your house immediately. Order them out when you
confront them. Get the threat away from you and your loved ones. The police, in
an organized and heavily armed fashion, with K9 units and helicopters with
FLIR gear, can find and confront them later with overwhelming numbers on
their side. Try and give the police the most detailed description of the suspect
possible, direction of travel, and vehicle typeif any. If you can do al that, and
escape unharmed along with your family, you've accomplished your mission of
defending hearth and home.



CHAPTER TWO

THE LAW ENFORCEMENT SHOTGUN

UNION COUNTY K9 officer Darrel Breneman firing department-issue Remington 870 with aftermarket
pistol grip stock.

Dedi cated law enforcement shotguns have always been —tacticalllT  they were
designed for or modified for combat use. As mentioned earlier in this work,
the Remington 870 has always been the gold standard by which all other police
shotguns were judged, at |least throughout my 30-year law enforcement career.

M ossberg and Ithaca were the other two companies who were most competitive
with the Remington police empire, but in my native Ohio | never remember
seeing an agency equipped with either, just the odd representative model here
and there. But there were others still. When | started with one municipal police
department, our —arsenalll (properly termed —armoryll) contained two Winchester
Model 12 military pump shotguns as well as one old Winchester Model 97
Pump. None of these guns were actually out on the street anymore even though



they were operational, having long since been eclipsed by blue steel Remington
870 pump shotguns. While these old stalwarts were cool to play with, they were
later traded in, along with a couple of M1 Carbines, for the purchase of new duty
pistols.

While double barrel shotguns of various makes and models were popular with
frontier law enforcement agencies for short range usage, they weren't much use
at long range on the Great Plains. They were sawed off by their owners or users
from their original hunting length to a more handy barrel length. But it was the
Winchester Model 97 pump gun (asin 1897) that was the first shotgun to see
widespread military and police service as atactical shotgun. The Military 97 was
nothing more than the sporting/hunting Model 97, designed by John M.
Browning, modified for combat use.

In the days before the Thompson Submachine Gun, the Model 97
and the Model 1911 Colt .45 were the only game in town for
clearing trenches.

The trench model, also lovingly referred to as the —ench broom,ll was issued
to our —dough-boysll in the First World War, and was capable of mounting the
Model 1917 Bayonet. It was equipped with a perforated metal heat shield over
the short 18-inch barrel. In 12 gauge with a 2-3/4-inch chamber (3-inch
magnums weren't around then), the 97 proved handy and very quick to fire with
its pump action, decimating any German soldier who stood in its path. One only
had to be careful with its straight style stock wrist which was devel oped before
—ergonomicll was aword. When cycled, the bolt comes back asthe action is
opened and extends out of the rear of the receiver, unlike modern pump guns
whose action is contained within the receiver. When the bolt extends out the rear,
thereisvery little comfort gap between the bottom of it and the top of the stock
wrist. If you aren't careful with your grip and hand position and actually wrap
your thumb all the way around the stock, you will get —train tracksll across your
thumb and the back of your handf  sort of like an —M1 thumbll type of injury.

The bolt bite of the 97 was still asmall price to pay for the short
maneuverable barrel and rapid firing speed of the 97 in close quarters when
compared to the 24-inch long barrels and slower firing rate of the main bolt
action battle rifles such as the Springfield, Enfield, Mauser and other bolt guns
of the time. In the days before the Thompson Submachine Gun, the Model 97



and the Model 1911 Colt .45 were the only game in town for clearing trenches
[ that is, actually moving inside an enemy trench]  or defending your own
trench from invaders.

After the war, these Model 97s became surplus and were sold to law
enforcement agencies, where they rapidly found their way into police vehicles
all over the U.S,, sans bayonet. Thereis agreat picture in the Columbus Ohio
Police Academy building of a group of four uniformed Columbus police officers
in the 1920s (during Prohibition) riding in an open top car. In the photo, there
was the driver with both hands on the wheel, the front passenger who was truly
—ding shotgunll with his Model 97 pumpgun carried muzzle up, the rear seat
driver's side passenger who was armed with a M 1927 Thompson Submachine
gun also carried muzzle up, and what is my actually favorite display of
weaponry, the officer in the passenger side rear seat. He was armed with a, get
this, Model 1918 Browning BAR. Imagine an officer on patrol these days
carrying afully-automatic, twenty pound .30-06 caliber weapon firing full metal
jacket 150 grain bullets at a velocity of about 2800 fpsin adensely populated
urban area. Times have indeed changed.

The Model 97 soldiered on throughout WWI1, Korea, Vietnam and even into
the Gulf War. Perhaps more than anyplace else, it was at its best in jungle
combat. It can probably still be found out-of-service in small police department
armories across the U.S. The 97 was a seminal design that brought us to where
we are today with our current crop of law enforcement shotguns. Police
shotguns, with the exception of some very exotic models, are, like the old 97,
nothing more than —eombatizedll guns which were originally designed for
hunting. Nonetheless, they work very well in their assigned roles.



STORM DOG TRACKING demonstration -Y—formation with K9 unit. The lead tracker on the right
protects the K9 and his handler with a Remington 870 pump shotgun.

The 97 gave us the term —+ot gun,ll which is no longer in common use as it
pertains to the tactical shotgun, which is also indicative of just how much times
have changed. Back when this term was in vogue, you could actually shoot large
masses of |ethal buckshot at rioting crowds. If you did this from a goodly
distance away, the receivers of said buckshot might not die, but they could be
blinded or severely injured. Such usage wouldn't go over so well these days,
which iswhy we now use 37mm grenade launchers loaded with wooden baton
rounds or rubber pellets, which can still cause the same injury problems, albeit at
acloser range than lead ball rounds, and which are designed from the get-go to
be less-letha in nature.

With that brief introduction, let's ook at the modern tactical shotgun and its
current use in law enforcement.

SHOTGUNSAS PATROL WEAPONS

First, we have to redlize that the police shotgun, as aregular patrol weapon, is
being supplemented and in some cases supplanted by the patrol rifle, generally a
variant of the AR-15 platform in 5.56mm caliber. The AR-15 admittedly has
some advantages over the mighty 12 gauge pumpgun for patrol use: more rounds
on board, longer range, less recoil (which makes for more accurate fire and a
more enjoyable time on the range), and a manual of arms that is consistent with
the operation of the semi-automatic pistol, thus simplifying training. We have
hundreds of military veterans coming back from Iragq and Afghanistan who are



more than alittle familiar with the M4 carbine or M16A2, which drastically
reduces the training curve for these folks when they join police departments.
While thereisalot to be said for the AR-15 weapons system, thereisalso alot
to be said for the police shotgun.

There is no doubt that the 12 gauge pump, ex-emplified by Remington and
M ossberg as the two most commonly encountered brands in everyday law
enforcement service, is highly reliable in operation and withstands a lot of abuse
with little attention to maintenance. The standard AR-15 needs to be kept
reasonably clean and well lubricated. Try to run one for any length of time dry
and, unless you have one of the new specially coated and treated bolt carriers,
you won't run them for long without jamming.

The old adage says, if you want to test a new piece of equipment to see how
durableit is, giveit to acop. A police shotgun sitsin a cruiser, day after day, in
extreme temperatures and humidity, at least in the Midwest, often mounted
barrel up (or they used to be in pre-airbag days), which lets any lubricant run
out. Yet, you end up with adry action that still works. Reliability isamajor
factor in selecting law enforcement weapon systems, and the pump shotgun has
it in spades.

Along with reliability comes durability. Shotguns have to be the most abused
of al police weapons, but it is damn hard to break one. They are often tossed
into the trunk with stuff thrown on top of them and just |eft there. They arerarely
cleaned and lubed or paid attention to unlessit's time for qualification. With
these facts in mind, serious thought needs to be given to what type of law
enforcement shotgun is issued to the masses for daily patrol use.

In order to keep department-issued shotguns operational aslong as possible,
an issuing agency needs to keep them basic. No fancy optical sights, especially
battery-operated ones. Stick with mechanical front and rear sights of some
configurationt  Remington rifle type, Ghost Rings, Three Dots or Fiber Optics
[ justaslong asit isn't a bead and doesn't need batteries. The same goes for
weapon lights on the shotgun. While Surefire makes an excellent flashlight
replacement forend for pump shotguns, it would require maintenance and battery
changes to keep them going. While many officers would take care of the guns
and battery-operated accessories, more would not, so that when you needed that
light the most, it wouldn't be working.



wo days before | arrived at an American Society of Law

Enforcement Trainers Conference in Anchorage, Alaska, in

January 1995 (yes, January, that is not a misprint) a college
professor was stomped to death by alarge and angry moose that
had climbed onto his front porch. This occurred in town, within
the Anchorage city limits, which iswhere | saw the most moose
during the trip. This professor unwisaly tried to —shooll the moose
from his porch. The moose wasn't particularly impressed by the
professor. A moose, which can be seven feet tall at the shoulder
and 1500 plus pounds, probably wouldn't have been too impressed
by a 5.56mm bullet, or a bunch of them, unless they took the form
of multiple headshots. A 3-inch magnum rifled slug or two is
probably the best medicine to resolve situations like these.

One of the big complaintsin the past about the shotgun, especially when
compared to therifle, isits magazine capacity of only four rounds. Coupled with
aslower loading system than other weapons (there is no detachable box
magazine), one can feel at a disadvantage. These days, in the age of the active
shooter, maximum magazine capacity is a must, and that means that an extended
magazine tube of six to nineroundsisin order for the patrol shotgun. While this
higher capacity makes the gun alittle more ungainly and muzzle heavy, it does
give you between two and five rounds of additional insurance.

RURAL AREASAND ANIMALS

Thereis also the raw power factor of a 12 gauge shotgun. In rural areas where
there were large and sometimes angry animals, the 12 gauge pump, loaded with
rifled slugs rather than buckshot, would be my patrol car weapon of choice.
Alaska, Maine, Minnesota, Tennessee and North Carolina are afew of the
regions that come to mind. In Alaska, Minnesota and Maine, moose can be a
problem. Large and temperamental, moose have taken their toll on humans more
than afew times. Legendary African big game hunter Robert Ruark said —bring
enough gun,ll and for something like this, | would heed his advice.

For smaller angry animals, charges of 00 buckshot work well when the
attacking animal is something like a charging pit bull. For an animal moving at
speed, there's a better chance of hitting it with a spread of shot rather than single
rifle or pistol bullets, unless you're talking about a full-auto-capable AR-15. 00



buck is aso great for finishing dispatching sick or injured animals, such as rabid
raccoons or deer struck by cars.

Speaking of animals, | have worked in the past with a nearby K9 training
company called Storm Dog Training (www.stormdogtraining.com) located in
Sunbury, Ohio. One of their specialties is man-tracking operations, using
techniques licensed from the Scott-Donelan Tracking School
(www.trackingoperations.com) which is named after and run by world renowned
Rhodesian man-tracker David Scott-Donelan. Having attended the Level |
tracking course offered by Storm Dog, | learned a great deal about working with
K9 officers, and how they should operate for safety. One of the key featuresis
the use of a—¥ |l Tactical Tracking formation wherein there are two key trackers
at the point of the Y, with the K9 handler behind in the fork of the Y, and then
team leader and communications personnel/ rear guard behind the K9. The idea
isto provide safety for the K9 and handler.

Traditional methods of tracking have the K9/ handler out in front leading on
the track-which isin essence leading with a less-lethal force option (the dog)
against the suspect you are searching for who may be planning on using aletha
force option. Here the point men at the tip of the Y are also tracking and looking
for sign for the dog to follow on. When the searches are in deeply wooded area,
the point man weapon of choiceis the 12 gauge shotgun loaded with rifled slugs.
David Scott-Donelan recommended this combination to the point men over an
AR-15 because of the greater brush-bucking capability of arifled slug weighing
in at one ounce versus a 55 grain 5.56mm bullet (437 grains to the ounce). So at
least one of the point men in such an area search needsto carry a 12 gauge,
unless tracking in open fields or urban areas where arifle would be the best
choice.

AMMO FOR PATROL

Each patrol shotgun should be equipped with both buckshot and rifled slugs
for use in suburban/urban situations where the greater penetration of rifled slugs
is not always called for and the lower penetration of 00 buckshot is more
desirable. 00 buck can be turned or stopped by even the lowest-rated soft body
armor. At closer ranges, for certain applications, 00 buck is excellent. Situations
such as raids and working warrants or doing felony takedowns all work best with
buck over dugs. If more range is needed, then the versatility factor of the
shotgun comes into play and rifled slug rounds can be selected for use.



For urban/suburban use, if you are working with an extended magazine tube
as recommended, | would load up the magazine tube with 00 buckshot, one less
than full capacity. (For a seven round tube, carry six rounds.) Then, if you find
yourself in a situation where you need that longer range and penetration of a
rifled slug, all you do is put arifled slug in the magazine tube, rack the action,
and you are ready with along range shot. You can even put another slug in the
tube after charging on top of the remaining buckshot rounds so the second round
up the spout would aso be arifled slug.

By loading your shotgun this way, you can get rifled slugs into action with a
minimum of manipulation under stress. You don't even have to work the action
to get started, nor do you have to clear any rounds out first. If you only have a
magazine tube with four rounds capacity, then don't download it. Just get good at
taking a couple of live rounds out, then filling in with rifle slugs. Your rifled
slugs can be carried on the side of the receiver in a-side saddlell carrier type
arrangement, so you are not fumbling around in a glove box or gear bag looking
for your slugs; they are aways right there on the gun.

If you are an officer going into an active shooter situation and your
primary weapon system is the shotgun, then the rifled slug is an
absolute must.

It is unfortunate that two weeks prior to the infamous 1997 L os Angeles bank
robbery shootout, the former L.A.PD. police chief had ordered the removal of
all rifled slug ammunition from L.A.P.D. patrol cars, asrifled slugs were
determined to be too harsh for use against bad guys.



MOVING WHILE SHOOTING (hot moving and shooting) is an important part of qualification. Deputy
Rich Crabtree demonstrates the lateral movement portion of the qualification course.

THE BENELLI M1 Tactical with a 14-inch barrel makes afine SWAT gun. Note the maneuverability of



the weapon when exiting a Lenco Bearcat SWAT vehicle.

When the robbery went down, featuring two heavily-armored perpetrators
armed with converted full auto AK-47 and SKSriflesin 7.62C89 calibers, the
officers long-range response consisted of 9mm Luger rounds fired from Beretta
and Smith and Wesson pistols, and 12 gauge shotguns firing 00 buck. While the
L.A.PD. was not totally helpless and could somewhat contain the threat, they
were essentially unable to take the threat out with the means they had at hand.

For the record, in this shootout the shotguns did not fail the officers. Rifled
slugs combined with rifle sights and a cool head should prevail in most police
engagements out to arange of 75 yards, and could have ended the L.A. situation
much sooner and without SWAT.

Thiswas actually one of the very first —active shooterll (before we used that
term) incidents, since it ended up being much more than a bank robbery. If you
are an officer going into an active shooter situation and your primary weapon
system is the shotgun, then the rifled slug is an absolute must for engaging a
threat like this. However, if you have achoice of an AR-15riflein an active
shooter incident or ashotgunt especially if the shooter isin alarge building
with long hallways or large open areas, or an situation]  then therifleis
absolutely the outdoor situationt  then therifleis absolutely the weapon of
choice.

If the incident isin asmall building with close confines, then the shotgun will
work very well with its close-range stopping power. In those rural areas where
the big angry animals dwell, a shotgun loaded with rifled slugs, with spare rifled
slugsin a side saddle receiver-mounted carrier is a good choice. Buckshot could
be kept in the cruiser for special circumstances.

For training and duty issue, reduced recoil rounds are recommended,
especially 8-pellet Remington Reduced Recoil in both Buckshot and Slug
rounds, which | have worked with extensively. Although I was skeptical when
they first came out, they truly are easier on the shoulder when firing than
standard loads, and the eight pellets do pattern extremely tight. Thislowered
recoil produces, in general, greater accuracy, since the shooter isn't being beaten
to death by the weapon when they shoot for training or qualification.



THIS SWAT BENELLI M1 isequipped with a magazine tube mounted Surefire light with remote pressure
switch. Note sling and elastic spare shell holder on stock.

After training and qualifying with standard loads, some officers dread the
recoil of the shotgun so much that they won't take it out of the cruiser when they
should. Range officers should be working with trainees and the shotgun to find
out what works best for them. Reduced recoil loads are great, not only for small
statured officers, but for officers of any size or gender, as it makes the whole
shotgun experience less unpleasant.

Reduced recoil loads feel much like firing something like Winchester AA Trap
and Skeet loads in terms of felt recoil. The only downside is that they may not
have enough —seomphll to function in some semi-automatic shotguns, especially
in recoil operated semi-autos such as Benelli'sfine M2 Tactical. | haven't had
any issues with the Mossberg 930 Special purpose semi-auto in cycling reduced
recoil rounds or even light field loads. But the 930 is a gas operated shotgun, not
recoil operated. For pumps, on the other hand, Reduced Recoil loads are the only
way to fly. All the big three ammo makerst  Remington, Winchester and
Federal! offer reduced recoil law enforcement loads in both 9-pellet and 8-
pellet configurations. Go with the 8-pellet for the tightest patterns.



LESS-LETHAL OPTIONS

Day-to-day police operations require the use of the shotgun for everything
from perimeter control to felony traffic stop takedowns to use as a less-lethal
cartridge launcher with —beanbagll rounds (the most common type of less-lethal
ammo). Even as the shotgun is being replaced by the rifle in many patrol cars
acrossthe U.S,, thisis one area where it can't be replaced by therifle: asa
dedicated less-lethal weapon launcher.

Many shotguns in police inventories are being converted to less-lethal use
with wooden stocks being traded out for orange or yellow polymer replacement
stocks. Some are being spray-painted with those colors to avoid being accidently
loaded with standard lethal rounds when aless-lethal shot was intended. No new
weapons system is needed to deliver aless-lethal punch, just a changeover of the
rounds of ammo and the stock. In economic times like these, thisis a very cost
efficient method of upgrading force response options for any agency.

OFFICER CHAD WILLIAMS demonstrates proper form with the Mossberg 930. Note the 930's tall AR
front sight, adjustable Ghost Ring rear, eight-round magazine tube, large bolt handle and top picatinny rail



available for optics.
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PLAINCLOTHES OFFICERS confront crazed sword wielding suspect. Officer in foreground is equipped
with Mossberg/Taser X12 Less-lethal —shotgunll launcher, officer in background has the lethal cover with
M ossberg 930 semi-auto. Officers are initially in abad position. Note the X26 Taser on the picatinny rail on
the shotguns forend.

OFFICERSHAVE NOW MOVED to solid cover behind trees, ready to deploy Taser XREP or |ethal



buckshot. Suspect is given multiple ordersto drop the sword.

OFFICERS DEPLOY XREP &fter suspect fails to comply. XREP round strikes with half the kinetic
energy load of beanbag round, then delivers a 20 second incapacitating Taser ride.
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CLOSE-UP OF TASER XREP ROUND. The small black end at the top is the end that strikes first, then
the lower end that contains the power module adheres to the body and clothing through the long —eholloll
spikes. Power is deployed for 20 seconds, which allows the officer to close the distance and secure the



suspect.

CLOSE-UP OF DOWNED SUSPECT and deployed XREP round, which isin two segments connected by
wire.



TASER XREP PRACTICE ROUND on left is $75. Live Taser XREP on right is $150. They may seem
expensive but are much cheaper than alawsuit out of even ajustified lethal shooting. Taser XREP rounds
and the Mossberg X12 are not available to civilians.

Thereisn't an agency out there that can't afford to take one shotgun from their
inventory and dedicate it to less-lethal use. Please do not make the mistake of
just unloading live rounds from a standard in-service patrol shotgun and loading
it with beanbags when in aless-letha crisis. Something very bad will eventually
happen with this system.

Another less-lethal shotgun option isthe new X12 LLS Taser —Shotgun, |l

produced by Mossberg in cooperation with Taser . With its bright yellow
polymer stocks, the X12 is a highly modified Model 500 series shotgun (well,
it'sreally not a shotgun anymore; it is aless-lethal launching system) and will

fireonly the Taser™ XREP ' Electronic Control Device Cartridge. No other
lethal or less-lethal round will chamber init. You can, however, fire the XREP
out of astandard 12 gauge shotgun and have it work properly, but this launcher
Is the safest, most accurate firing system for it.

For this particular shotgun, Mossberg moved the safety from their traditional
ambidextrous position at the rear of the receiver above the stock and placed it as
a crossbolt pushbutton ahead of the triggerguard in Remington fashion (except
that Remington'sis at the rear of the triggerguard). This was done to make it
more function to the Remington, as the 870 is the gun used by the mgjority of



law enforcement agenciesin the U.S. The midst of acritical situation is not the
time for weapons system retraining and refamiliarization. The X12 isalso
equipped with a small section of railed forend to which is attached an adaptor on
which to hook a standard X26 Taser for close range control. The X26 could then
be fired if need be by the forend control hand of the operator.

The XREP cartridge itself is an amazing piece of technology. It has an
accurate/effective range of 50 feet (technically 100, but in firing the XREP
practice cartridges | found the practice rounds work best at no further than 50
feet). Since alive XREP cartridge costs around $150, you won't get to fire many
of those in practice. At those distances, the XREP strikes with approximately
half the kinetic energy of a standard 12 gauge beanbag round. Thisisthe
initiation of the major —euchll effect that is to follow.

B

OFFICER CHAD WILLIAMSFIRES PRACTICE XREP round downrange. The only sound they make
isasmall pop, quieter than an X26 Taser, with zero recoil. The Mossberg/Taser X12 Launcher (it really isn't
a shotgun anymore) features Ghost Ring sights, forend rail section for light and optics mounting, and an
attachment point for an X26 Taser if aclose-in shot is needed.



What is really amazing about the XREP is that, unlike the standard cartridge
being fired from the M 26, X26 or C3 Taser handheld units, there are no wires
trailing back to the firing unit to conduct power. Instead, the XREP cartridge
itself contains all the power, circuitry and connections needed to activate and
power the Taser effect.

Asacertified Taser Instructor, | could describe the action upon impact, but

instead | will quote from the Taser website (www.taser.com): -+ the XREP™
series, the nose assembly of the projectile contains four forward facing barbed
electrodes. On impact, the forward facing barbed el ectrodes attach to the body of
the target. The energy from the impact breaks a series of fracture pins that
release the main chassis of the XREP projectile which remains connected to the
nose by a nonconductive tether. The XREP projectile autonomously generates
NMIII (Neuro-Muscular Incapacitationf the electrical impulse) —for 20
continuous secondsll (as opposed to the five-second standard X26 Taser —tdell).
-Asthe chassis falls away, six Cholla electrodes automatically deploy to deliver
the NMI effect over a greater body mass.|

Again, the NMI effect was preceded by the impact of the XREP round itself.

I've taken the five-second Taser ride in instructor school. I'm here to tell you
that | cannot imagine experiencing a full 20 seconds of time under power,
preceded by the —thunkll of the XREP round itself.

The XREP cartridge fired out of the X 12 gives the operator plenty of standoff
distance when confronting dangerous suspects. This way, they may be taken into
custody without having to kill them. The 20 seconds of ride time allows
responding officers plenty of time to close the distance to the suspect and
restrain them with handcuffs, even while the ride is still going on.

The XREPisn't used for the average drunk and disturbed callf  that's what
the X26, a baton, or good old pepper spray isfor. Deploying an XREP or a
beanbag round is pretty serious stuff. If someoneis struck in the head or neck the
round is no longer less-lethal, but is likely to become lethal. We save these
things, especially $150.00 per shot things, for folks who can cause us serious
physical harm.




MOSSBERG'S TASER X12 SHOTGUN with XREP practice and live loads, as well as an expended
XREP cartridge.

OFFICER USING THE TASER/MOSSBERG X12 shotgun deploys (in simulation) the XREP cartridge.



Note that the XREP round is fin-stabilized, and the barrel of the X12 isrifled.

TACTICAL OFFICER DEPLOY S the Taser XREP round from the Taser/Mossberg X 12 shotgun. The
X12 can only fire the XREP round and no other.



AVIEW OF THE XREP projectile as seen after it has been fired but before it has contacted atarget. The
initial impact of this round aone is about half that of a standard bean bag round. This serves as a split
second initial attention-getter, before the Taser charge isinitiated.



AT ONLY $75 A SHOT, the XREP practice round allows for lower cost training as opposed for the actual
XREPround at $150 per shot.

Beanbags and XREPs are not general issue rounds for everyone on the street.
They are generally reserved for supervisors or road units who are also members
of the SWAT team.

In addition to the 12 gauge rounds that have limited power, there is the much
larger 37 and even 40mm launchers and rounds so there can be no mix-up
between lethal and less-lethal deployment, and the chance of aless-lethal shot
turning letha is greatly reduced.

TACTICAL TEAM DEPLOYMENT

Thetactical shotgun's character and configuration begins to change when we
deploy it with our SWAT or specialty teams. After all, SWAT stands for Special
Weapons and Tactics, which also implies that more training is given to the
members of SWAT with any given weapons system than is given to the average
street officer. This allows SWAT weapons to become more —exoticll when
compared to standard patrol weapons.

The tactical shotgun for SWAT and special teams can be equipped in ways that



