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D ip bore patch into your chosen solvent. Be sure to w ear rubber gloves and eye protection!

Revolver Maintenance
Itɋs been said that the autoloading pistol is m ore tolerant of abuse, w here the
revolver is m ore tolerant of neglect. In m y experience thatɋs a pretty accurate
observation; the revolver w ill function even exposed to the kind of dirty and
hostile environm ent encountered in a pocket or ankle holster, the kind of
environm ent that stops autos in a m atter of days.

The revolver is certainly less m aintenance-intensive than the autoloader, but
that doesnɋt m ean itɋs m aintenance free. A  little attention, of the right kind, w ill
ensure that your revolver runs at peak efficiency at all tim es. It starts w ith
treating the gun right w henever you use it.

A fter every range session
I have a confession: I donɋt clean m y gun after every range outing. Iɋll adm it to
being a bit of a slob in this regard, as som e of m y guns have gone m ore than a
year betw een cleanings. This is definitely a Ɋdo as I say, not as I doɋ situation,
because as a gunsm ith I can tell w hen problem s are creeping up, and m ore
im portantly I can fix problem s quickly and easily. U nless youɋre in the sam e
situation I recom m end that you keep the m aintenance on your revolver up to
date.



date.
Like any other gun, a revolver should be cleaned as soon after shooting as is

practical. It keeps the gun in proper condition for im m ediate use, alerts you to
problem s before they becom e serious, and generally gives you a better
understanding of your gun and how  it functions. Y es, Iɋll concede that itɋs a dirty
job, w hich I try to get through w ith as little bother as possible. H ereɋs how  to do
it.

Safety first!
The first thing to do is to check that the revolver is unloaded, then double check
it. Iɋm  alw ays am azed at the num ber of people to claim  that their gun w ent off
w hile they w ere cleaning it, and so you should m ake doubly sure that the
cham bers are em pty before ever starting.
A lso m ake sure that there is no am m unition in the proxim ity of your cleaning

area. This is an im portant and often overlooked safety procedure, one w hich
ensures that no live round can Ɋaccidentallyɋ m ake its w ay anyw here near your
gun. I recom m end cleaning the gun in a separate room , one w hich has been
checked and confirm ed to have no am m unition present.

Run w et patch through the bore a couple of tim es.



Start w ith the barrel
O nce the area is secure, w et a patch w ith your choice of bore cleaner and run it
dow n the barrel a couple of tim es. The goal here is to get the barrel w et so that
the cleaner has tim e to soften any residue in the bore. These couple of passes
should leave you w ith a very dirty patch, so discard it. W et a second clean patch
and do the sam e to every cham ber. The bore and cham bers w ill sit, w et, for a
few  m inutes w hile you attend to the rest of the gun.
Itɋs im portant that you not choose a bore cleaner that contains am m onia, as

m any that claim  to rem ove copper fouling do. If your cleaner is of that variety,
donɋt let the barrel and cylinder sit Ɇ finish cleaning them  im m ediately.
W hile the barrel and cylinder are soaking, take a toothbrush or, better yet, the

com m on M 16 cleaning brush (cheap and solvent resistant!) and dip it into the
bore cleaner. Shake off the excess Ɇ you w ant it dam p, not w et Ɇ and scrub the
inside of the cylinder w indow  and the breechface area. Pay particular attention to
the tight area betw een the topstrap and the barrel, as this is w here carbon and
other ignition residue likes to collect.
W hen scrubbing the breechface donɋt let excess solvent get into the firing pin

hole or the slot w here the hand protrudes. Som e seepage is inevitable, but a lot is
detrim ental to the lubricants inside the gun. The recessed area w here the ejector
star sits w hen the cylinder is closed is often a haven for carbon buildup, so clean
that area carefully. A fter scrubbing, a cotton sw ab is helpful to rem ove the grim y
film  that the brush leaves.
Speaking of the hand, I recom m end that it be cleaned as w ell. The hand only

protrudes w hen the gun is cocked, and all revolvers except C olt and D an W esson
have interlocks that prevent the gun from  being cocked if the cylinder is open.
To defeat them  itɋs necessary to hold the thum b latch in the closed position as
the gun is cocked. For a S& W , the thum b latch is pushed back, aw ay from  the
m uzzle; on a R uger, itɋs rotated out of the fram e (the R uger is m ore difficult to
defeat, but w ith practice it can be done.) O nce the gun is cocked and the hand
visible I use a cotton sw ab to gently w ipe off any dirt on the handɋs surface.



O nce thatɋs done the ham m er can be gently low ered and the gun is back to
norm al operation. (This is not an option on a gun thatɋs been rendered double
action only, or a gun w ith a hidden ham m er.) 

W hile bore is soaking, use a dam pened toothbrush to clean the breechfaceɔ .



ɔ and the area betw een the topstrap and barrel.



C leaning the extractor recess in the cylinder keeps cylinder from  binding.



M ake sure to get the underside of the extractor star as w ell.

O nce thatɋs done, w ipe your brush on a shop tow el or rag. D onɋt use paper
tow els for brush cleaning, as they usually just tear and leave fibers in bristles
w hich end up in the w orks of your gun.

(I recom m end, unless you live alone, that you not use the hand tow els from
your bathroom . Y ouɋd think the reasons w ould be obvious, but w e m ales seem
not to com prehend them  unless an outside force acts upon us. It took m e several
years of m arriage before I finally figured this out, and I relate this cautionary tale
in the hopes that you can profit from  m y m istakes.) O nce the brush is clean, dip
it into your cleaner and again shake off the excess. H old the gun in a m anner that
allow s you to push and hold the ejector rod w hile you brush the area under the
extractor star. This area is a big recess w ith m any crannies, so itɋs necessary to



extractor star. This area is a big recess w ith m any crannies, so itɋs necessary to
rotate the cylinder occasionally to ensure that theyɋre all thoroughly cleaned.
U nburned pow der likes to hide in those recesses, and the thickness of a single
grain is enough to bind the cylinder and keep it from  rotating, or even closing.
A lso pay som e attention to the underside of the star itself, as there is often a
relief cut around w here the ejector shaft and the actual star m eet.

After bore has soaked, run a bronze brush through the barrel several tim es.



C ham bers should be cleaned sim ilarly to bore. Start w ith a w et patchɔ



ɔ follow ed by a thorough brushing and a dry patch.

Y ou should also take the toothbrush to the face of the cylinder to rem ove any
lead or pow der residue, w hich can build up and affect the barrel/cylinder gap.
O n a stainless gun this often leaves a black com bustion ring, w hich isnɋt any
threat to the operation of the revolver but is unsightly. The stains can usually be
rem oved w ith a ɊLead-A w ayɋ cloth. (C aution: do not use the Lead-A w ay on a
blued gun - it w ill rem ove the finish!) B y the tim e youɋve finished all that, the
bore cleaner should have done its m agic. U sing a short (pistol length) rod, attach
a bronze brush of the appropriate caliber and dip the brush into your cleaner.
R un the brush through the bore several tim es, taking care not to let any solvent
drip into the firing pin hole or the slot w here the hand protrudes. Just as before,
this keeps any solvent or loosened dirt from  being deposited in the action.



W hen finished brushing, take a patch and attach it to a jag. Y ou can also w rap
it around a nylon bore brush, w hich I find to be a bit m ore effective than a jag.
H aving a second bore rod is ever so helpful here, as it saves the tedium  of
screw ing and unscrew ing attachm ents. (I really hate that part of the job!) D ip the
patch in your cleaner and run it through the bore several tim es to lift out any
grim e the brush has loosened.

The w et patch should com e out of the bore dirty. If itɋs particularly so,
indicating a lot of dirt still in the barrel, get a new  patch, dip it in cleaner, and
repeat the action. R epeat this process until the patches start to look fairly clean.

O nce you reach that point attach a clean, dry patch to the jag and run it
through the bore one tim e. If youɋve done a thorough job w ith the w et patches
the second or third dry patch should start looking pretty clean. I stop at this
point. Y ou certainly can spend another half hour cleaning, until the dry patches
com e out looking like freshly w ashed hospital sheets, but I think thatɋs overkill. I
donɋt believe that such levels of cleanliness gain us anything, ballistically
speaking. A fter all, the first shot you take after cleaning w ill dirty the bore all
over again.

In m y opinion the key to bore cleaning is to rem ove anything that w ould cause
a buildup, as opposed to rem oving everything. Itɋs been said that m ore bores
have been ruined by cleaning than by shooting, and w hile I think thatɋs nonsense
I do believe that it puts us in the right fram e of m ind: there is such a thing as
Ɋclean enough,ɋ and thatɋs w hat you should strive for.

U nless, of course, you actually like the process. If thatɋs the case, clean until
your heart is content!

L eaded bores
Itɋs a sim ple fact of the shooting life: plain lead bullets leave a certain am ount of
m etal in your barrel. H ow  m uch depends on a num ber of factors: the sm oothness
of the bore, the am ount and type of lubricant on the slug, how  w ell the bullet fits
the bore, w hat kind of base the bullet has, and w hat kind of lead alloy is used.

C ontrary to advertising hype, there is no such thing as a lead bullet that leaves



C ontrary to advertising hype, there is no such thing as a lead bullet that leaves
absolutely nothing in the bore, but som e do leave less than others. Itɋs quite
possible to shoot a couple hundred lead rounds and have the lead residue com e
out easily w ith norm al cleaning m ethods, if everything is w orking in concert.

Itɋs not uncom m on, how ever, for lead shooters to find them selves facing a
nasty layer of lead left in the bore. Lead fouling m ust be rem oved, because it
raises gas pressures and low ers accuracy. O nce leaded, the bore w ill get w orse Ɇ
very quickly.

H ow  do you know  if your bore is leaded? First clean the barrel norm ally, then
exam ine it carefully. The easiest w ay to do this is to open the cylinder, triple
check that it is indeed em pty, and put a sm all piece of w hite paper over the firing
pin hole. H old the gun so that light is reflected off the paper and into the barrel
w hile you look through the m uzzle at the paper.

A s you look dow n the bore, focus on the forcing cone. Leading show s up as
an irregular or bum py surface w hich contrasts w ith the sm ooth, shiny surface of
a norm al bore. Leading is the sam e color from  this perspective, so pay attention
to the texture and sheen. Leading alm ost alw ays starts just past the forcing cone,
and as it gets w orse extends further and further dow n the bore.

If norm al brushing didnɋt rem ove it youɋll need to take additional steps. The
easiest is to use a spiral-w ound brush com m only called a Tornado. A vailable in
bronze and stainless steel, it touches the surface being cleaned w ith the rounded
side of the w ires, as opposed to a standard brush w hich touches w ith the sharp
cut end. A  bronze Tornado w ill generally rem ove all but the w orst leading
w ithout risk of dam age to the bore.


