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Dip bore patch into your chosen solvent. Be sure to wear rubber gloves and eye protection!

Revolver Maintenance

Itop been said that the autoloading pistol is more tolerant of abuse, where the
revolver is more tolerant of neglect. In my experience thatcg a pretty accurate
observation; the revolver will function even exposed to the kind of dirty and
hostile environment encountered in a pocket or ankle holster, the kind of
environment that stops autos in a matter of days.

Therevolver is certainly less maintenance-intensive than the autoloader, but
that doesng mean itgs maintenance free. A little attention, of the right kind, will
ensure that your revolver runs at peak efficiency at all times. It starts with
treating the gun right whenever you useit.

After every range session

| have aconfession: | dong clean my gun after every range outing. Idl admit to
being a bit of aslob in thisregard, as some of my guns have gone more than a
year between cleanings. Thisis definitely a@o as| say, not as | doqsituation,
because as a gunsmith | can tell when problems are creeping up, and more
importantly | can fix problems quickly and easily. Unless youqe in the same
situation | recommend that you keep the maintenance on your revolver up to



date.

Like any other gun, arevolver should be cleaned as soon after shooting asis
practical. It keeps the gun in proper condition for immediate use, alerts you to
problems before they become serious, and generally gives you a better
understanding of your gun and how it functions. Yes, Id| concede that itcg adirty
job, which | try to get through with aslittle bother as possible. Herecs how to do
it.

Safety first!

The first thing to do isto check that the revolver is unloaded, then double check
it. lom always amazed at the number of people to claim that their gun went off
while they were cleaning it, and so you should make doubly sure that the
chambers are empty before ever starting.

Also make sure that there is no ammunition in the proximity of your cleaning
area. Thisis an important and often overlooked safety procedure, one which
ensures that no live round can Gecidentallygmake its way anywhere near your
gun. | recommend cleaning the gun in a separate room, one which has been
checked and confirmed to have no ammunition present.

Run wet patch through the bore a couple of times.



Start with the barrel

Oncethe areais secure, wet a patch with your choice of bore cleaner and run it
down the barrel a couple of times. The goal here isto get the barrel wet so that
the cleaner has time to soften any residue in the bore. These couple of passes
should leave you with a very dirty patch, so discard it. Wet a second clean patch
and do the same to every chamber. The bore and chambers will sit, wet, for a
few minutes while you attend to the rest of the gun.

Itos important that you not choose a bore cleaner that contains ammonia, as
many that claim to remove copper fouling do. If your cleaner is of that variety,
dong let the barrel and cylinder sit Efinish cleaning them immediately.

While the barrel and cylinder are soaking, take a toothbrush or, better yet, the
common M 16 cleaning brush (cheap and solvent resistant!) and dip it into the
bore cleaner. Shake off the excess Eyou want it damp, not wet £ and scrub the
inside of the cylinder window and the breechface area. Pay particular attention to
the tight area between the topstrap and the barrel, asthis is where carbon and
other ignition residue likes to collect.

When scrubbing the breechface dong let excess solvent get into the firing pin
hole or the slot where the hand protrudes. Some seepage isinevitable, but alot is
detrimental to the lubricants inside the gun. The recessed area where the g ector
star sits when the cylinder is closed is often a haven for carbon buildup, so clean
that area carefully. After scrubbing, a cotton swab is helpful to remove the grimy
film that the brush leaves.

Speaking of the hand, | recommend that it be cleaned as well. The hand only
protrudes when the gun is cocked, and all revolvers except Colt and Dan Wesson
have interlocks that prevent the gun from being cocked if the cylinder is open.
To defeat them itcg necessary to hold the thumb latch in the closed position as
the gun is cocked. For a S& W, the thumb latch is pushed back, away from the
muzzle; on a Ruger, itcs rotated out of the frame (the Ruger is more difficult to
defeat, but with practice it can be done.) Once the gun is cocked and the hand
visible | use a cotton swab to gently wipe off any dirt on the handcs surface.



Once thatcs done the hammer can be gently lowered and the gun is back to
normal operation. (Thisis not an option on a gun thatcs been rendered double

action only, or agun with a hidden hammer.)

While bore is soaking, use a dampened toothbrush to clean the breechfaceo .



0 and the area between the topstrap and barrel.



Cleaning the extractor recessin the cylinder keeps cylinder from binding.



Make sure to get the underside of the extractor star as well.
Once thatcs done, wipe your brush on a shop towel or rag. Dong use paper

towels for brush cleaning, asthey usually just tear and leave fibersin bristles
which end up in the works of your gun.

(I recommend, unless you live aone, that you not use the hand towels from
your bathroom. Y ougd think the reasons would be obvious, but we males seem
not to comprehend them unless an outside force acts upon us. It took me several
years of marriage before | finally figured this out, and | relate this cautionary tale
in the hopes that you can profit from my mistakes.) Once the brushis clean, dip
it into your cleaner and again shake off the excess. Hold the gun in a manner that
allows you to push and hold the gjector rod while you brush the area under the
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EXUdCLUl Sldl. 1TISAaEadlsSd iy recess Willl Imidily Cramies, S0 1p rnecessd 'y Lo
rotate the cylinder occasionally to ensure that theyqe all thoroughly cleaned.
Unburned powder likes to hide in those recesses, and the thickness of asingle
grain is enough to bind the cylinder and keep it from rotating, or even closing.
Also pay some attention to the underside of the star itself, asthereis often a
relief cut around where the g ector shaft and the actual star meet.

After bore has soaked, run a bronze brush through the barrel several times.
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Chambers should be cleaned similarly to bore. Sart with a wet patcho



T e .
o followed by a thorough brushing and a dry patch.

Y ou should also take the toothbrush to the face of the cylinder to remove any
lead or powder residue, which can build up and affect the barrel/cylinder gap.
On a stainless gun this often leaves a black combustion ring, which isng any
threat to the operation of the revolver but is unsightly. The stains can usualy be
removed with a L ead-Awayqcloth. (Caution: do not use the Lead-Away on a
blued gun - it will remove the finish!) By the time yougye finished al that, the
bore cleaner should have done its magic. Using a short (pistol length) rod, attach
a bronze brush of the appropriate caliber and dip the brush into your cleaner.
Run the brush through the bore severa times, taking care not to let any solvent
drip into the firing pin hole or the slot where the hand protrudes. Just as before,
this keeps any solvent or loosened dirt from being deposited in the action.



When finished brushing, take a patch and attach it to ajag. Y ou can also wrap
it around a nylon bore brush, which | find to be abit more effective than ajag.
Having a second bore rod is ever so helpful here, asit saves the tedium of
screwing and unscrewing attachments. (I really hate that part of the job!) Dip the
patch in your cleaner and run it through the bore several timesto lift out any
grime the brush has |oosened.

The wet patch should come out of the bore dirty. If itcs particularly so,
indicating alot of dirt still in the barrel, get a new patch, dip it in cleaner, and
repeat the action. Repeat this process until the patches start to look fairly clean.

Once you reach that point attach a clean, dry patch to the jag and run it
through the bore one time. If yougve done a thorough job with the wet patches
the second or third dry patch should start looking pretty clean. | stop at this
point. You certainly can spend another half hour cleaning, until the dry patches
come out looking like freshly washed hospital sheets, but | think thatcs overkill. |
dong believe that such levels of cleanliness gain us anything, ballistically
speaking. After all, the first shot you take after cleaning will dirty the bore all
over again.

In my opinion the key to bore cleaning is to remove anything that would cause
abuildup, as opposed to removing everything. Itcs been said that more bores
have been ruined by cleaning than by shooting, and while | think thatcs nonsense
| do believe that it puts usin the right frame of mind: there is such athing as
(¢lean enough,gqand thatcs what you should strive for.

Unless, of course, you actually like the process. If thatcs the case, clean until
your heart is content!

L eaded bores

Itos a simple fact of the shooting life: plain lead bullets |eave a certain amount of
metal in your barrel. How much depends on a number of factors: the smoothness
of the bore, the amount and type of lubricant on the slug, how well the bullet fits
the bore, what kind of base the bullet has, and what kind of lead alloy is used.



Contrary to advertising hype, there is no such thing as alead bullet that leaves
absolutely nothing in the bore, but some do leave less than others. Itcg quite
possible to shoot a couple hundred lead rounds and have the lead residue come
out easily with normal cleaning methods, if everything isworking in concert.

|tos not uncommon, however, for lead shooters to find themselves facing a
nasty layer of lead left in the bore. Lead fouling must be removed, because it
raises gas pressures and lowers accuracy. Once leaded, the bore will get worse E
very quickly.

How do you know if your bore is leaded? First clean the barrel normally, then
examineit carefully. The easiest way to do thisisto open the cylinder, triple
check that it isindeed empty, and put a small piece of white paper over the firing
pin hole. Hold the gun so that light is reflected off the paper and into the barrel
while you look through the muzzle at the paper.

Asyou look down the bore, focus on the forcing cone. Leading shows up as
an irregular or bumpy surface which contrasts with the smooth, shiny surface of
anormal bore. Leading is the same color from this perspective, so pay attention
to the texture and sheen. Leading ailmost always starts just past the forcing cone,
and as it gets worse extends further and further down the bore.

If normal brushing didng remove it youd| need to take additional steps. The
easiest isto use a spiral-wound brush commonly called a Tornado. Available in
bronze and stainless stedl, it touches the surface being cleaned with the rounded
side of the wires, as opposed to a standard brush which touches with the sharp
cut end. A bronze Tornado will generally remove all but the worst leading
without risk of damage to the bore.



