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DEDICATION

| dedicate this book to the artist and craftsman who lives in the hearts and souls of all of us. Not all people
can (or even have a desire to) build things with their hands — but we all have talents and abilities that we

can use to create new ideas, new ways of doing things and improve upon the conditions around us.
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wood veneer, reglue broken parts and refinish
furniture. After moving to Cincinnati and work-

ing for fifteen years in furniture- and cabinet-

making shops, Jim opened his own woodworking
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This book is for you, the furniture and cabinetmakers who like

NaoyYLNI

to create with your minds and hands.
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| hope it will help you learn the language of designing and building. After you've

N O

learned this language, you'll have your own voice and can start saying what it is

o1

you want to say.
I've included lots of photos of different styles and shapes of furniture and

g cabinets. It's easier to show you a photo and explain what I'm talking about than

N8B is3a

use lots of words to describe things.

| offer some questions and answers about designing and building, some

HN O A

dos and don'ts, and some advice and tips. | want to encourage you to experience

the joy of using the creative process to take a journey into the world of three-

N M

and four-dimensional thinking. Make it a good journey with lots of sight-seeing
and learning.
I'd like to remind you to keep it simple, with a touch of elegance, and try to

create a good, relaxed feeling with the furniture you design and build.
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Learn how a piece of furniture is put together. What joinery can be used?
What kind of woods or other materials can be used? What is the function of the
piece? How is it finished? What is the style? Each of these elements is important
and sht:.-uld be considered when designing furniture.

Many times, when you have a great idea, you want to start building it as
soon as possible. You jump in too soon, start making mistakes and the spirit of
the project is lost. Begin with the end in mind and remember that how you do

something is at least as important as what you are doing, so do your best and

enjoy the journey.
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